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" OSES I M LEADlsR I" A! m. TEllPLE • 

......... T 55th ~ C NTRAL A.V.~NUE 1 

C OHIO, APRIL 4th, 1920. ----

A poreonality, of course. 1 d1ffic11lt to nnaly"'e• 

It ie, in r ~ality, a etio entity h1ch defies all def1n4.• 

ion or clase1t1cat1on. It is a case hero two own · 

elements are combined, or meny kno n elem nta are combined, 

and nn \Ulknown ~ub tence is the rosultant. An yet there 

is one thin that we can predicate 1th certainty oonoorn• 

ing personality, and that 1 that it ."rows. 

on life into it, in harmony, \ 1th the esaentio.l 

features of that era nality. I gro a. A reat n 1s, 

in a two-fold senae,the produc of society. Not onl • does 

society au ply the environment and the condit ior, and the 

heritage of tho reat man, not onl· does oociet endow the 

rest n dt1rin'" his life, ut it endows him after 1 

death b7 pro reaaivel develop! the oreonali ty. 

Th t le ex otl what l and 1 . eg n 18 th 

effort of sooicty to o r otuate neraonality na 0 e elo 

it. Lincoln, I venture toe y, ie in initely more ai n1-

f1cant too r enoration than he a to hi own generation, 

tremendously 1gnif1oant tho h he as t hi own eneratio 

The m11lions of men whom he profited direotl7 by emanol -

ting are no~>mparable in nwnber io the hcmdr 4a of milliona 
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direota it at a detinit ob~oot1Te, and thoretiy beoome■ a 

pathfinder, a revealer, a leader of society. 

If oeee did not live we uould be compelled to 

inTent a oeee, eTan as the aatronomer io sometimes com-

elled to ,oeit a lanet hich hie eyes ha e not yet be

held; or even a tho acientiet 1 frequently compelled 

to oeit an ether, an ll?lknmn 1b tance, in order to be 

able to expl in oertain inexplicable ph nomena. 

I believe it wa llark ain ho, d~rin the 

Shateeponre-Baoon oontrover,y, w ioh 

de the statement, I am ure. tha 

ed some eare a o. 

h es eare did not 

writ hakespeare, that it was anoth r n the a 

"'a eepeare. 

see h ae ve living real 

ity. 0 , ho are 118 hi. T en havt1 oh r-

not rized oeea a the founder of the fal th, and in reality 

he as the oun4er of the aith. It a not Abraham th,.t 

laid the foundations of the aitJ of Isr el, but ose. 

Abraham may have been the found r of th race or- th people 

bu.t oaee firs, n oiated the fun e. ntnl trutha of a 

religion that beoame tho baeoe of tho faith of I•ra•l• Th 

Bible n 8 of tbie fact, hen the aQthor of odua • 
I a ared into braham nnd unto Ieaao and anto Jaaob b7 

the of , bttt the name YarT&h not n n 

to the " • 

1,. 0888 ho dleooyered t 1■ n• n me, 1oh 

1n re ity ne th tho diaco~er 4 the ne truth tha, G d 

la Yar-rah, the Ire tor. the 1 er■o.l God. It w oae 
-3 
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I ea a Tery beeut1t&1l play--"John rerg~son. • It wa the 

story o:f an old man of r at fe.1 th. who never lo t ie fait 
. 

a mnn ho, with th declining years of his e, saw the 

ole structure of hie orld crumbling around his f et. An 

as I let the theater some oman, apparently belong1 to 
. 

ono of the newer -'-ni the that '"'ave become fashionable in our 

clay, turned to her neighbor and said, "That cannot be. 

man of ea.oh great faith to suffer eo mt1oh. God would not 

permit it." And I realized then ho little we haTe ro-

greased beyond tho n of asterday who anted to see the 

ideal, the ropresentation of the e1ty; ho looted u on God 

ae soma of as today till look a on Him, a one who uet 

listen to oar rayer nd 

lime.tod paying tellor, t rn 

every good deed that o turn 

our r,ra- rs--n ort of sub 

o muoh of hsppines !or 

ae,1t and credit rel1g 

That ie not faith, or is that r ligion. "* • • 

' 

• 

wa the faith of ·oaee. He b~ilt in that tremendoa i l 11 -

ity-"I am that I amn--juet n simple faith ·n the exi .tence 

of God, in whom he trusts. BQt h ho de cribed the aro 

of hWDBn 1 perfectio • will al o complete the circl of 

human perf otion. A God ose eTidence e see all about u 

so that e n ed not pey into the futa.re nd try with Ot.l» 

tortured fi119rs to pllll aside the veil that l1i~ee the 

.ftitu.r ; a :IA th that does not n d a tilted table or flyl 

harp or an invisible, loud• ounding baaeoon to tell that o 

1a in ioaTen and all 1 ell with the orld, ut ea iritua 

faith,--thet, too, oaea \eqaeathea unto hamanit7. 
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eociety do not o~ ••-t ! t hy ioal a !1&nc1 ntion is. 1n it-

self, 1neuft1ciont, that the aot of braakin the hyeical 

ehac -les of elaTer;y must be suppli~ented by braakin the 

piritaal chains of slavery: that becapae the masses dis 

perse dooe n t follow that the ela·e has oeased to be a 

slave. On the contrary, it is a very easy thing to be a 

slave: it ie a very . diffioalt ting to be a free me.n. 'hen 

one ia a slave someone else does his think ng for him and 

his planning for him; he is erely an automaton. ', en one 

is free, b~t has a sense of reeponotbility d d ty, one 

m'18t plan and think and take the c nsequoncee of is aota. 

And a elav who 1 suddenly free but whose onl et 11 

walloare in the ire of slavery 

It was the Bible, 

earth cannot abide hen Bl 

aaoe . 

. that tr l said, "The 

to oven." Beo ee 

tho slave does not reoognlze tho fundament 1 truthe 'ioh 

eo aptly expreased,••that t , e ideal ocioty 

is a eooiet r of free men and omen, at onoe r&lllng and being 

ra.lod. 

of bein 

Demoorao 7 is not merely matter of OT ring but 

ov rned, and the hl hat type of demooraoy is the 

subjeolion of the individllal privile and ri ht to the 

aut .ority of the expert, to the aulhority of the man ho 

knowe • 
• 

I balieTe that we have mnde of our aemooraoy a 

aort of a tetlah: e have . dra n democracy a aaoh, whioh 

ia, after all. mano1pat1on, ~rom laTery to a oert 1n 
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freedom, but unless domoorac oee hand in h nd 1ta a 

spiritual e noipation and liberation of the f nor · n tinota 1 

and impulses of men, then domoorao ia a menace and n 

abomination. Instead of one tyrant, to have one hll?ldred 

oases, and inetead of • e extortion of nobility, to have 

the raft of the oli ician, and in place of the tyranw 

of one nn to hnve the tyranny of the 110b,--that is not in 

iteelf an advance in pro ress. etween a corrupt nob lity 

and a corrupt pol1t1o1 ne, I, ~or ono, ould rather have 

the corrupt nobility. t l net, the have 200d nners. 

oees .:.ne the secret o ema cipation. "Send 

forth people." · ey? "That they me--God." 

Th t their freedom my beoo 

a proach the throne of God. 

tion and do ocracy • 

hereby they ma7 

s tho ideal of emnnicpa-

So have called osea a ro het. Id ed, the 

Bible says, "TAere arose not a ro bet in Israel like nto 

oeee." -~ose had the real qualities of the pro hat. In 

t e first plao, he .hnd the courage 9f tho ro hot. h n 
. 

wrong as paipa•t• and eal and cried for oorrootion, he, 

the rinoe in th 1 nd of gypt, arose nnd le the gyptian 

Be bad the oour ge hon his n people sinned ng int a 

Uol.y Ghost, ho, on their wa to the romleed land, hon 

the roph t es >ono, erected 

themaelvea before it. Be. th 

golden oalf and roetrated 

en ad o Jiot, arose, and. 

■ W!llloning a fe loyal one, went throagh the oamp of Israel 

and al 

broth ra, 

th tho11 and of the cringing lane of his own 
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Re had the c ara e to face the hate of 1 on 

people hom he loTed. The poople threatened ore than 

once to ton hil ; the eople who aid, "Let ue o C - to • 

n h bro ht us out of the land of _gy t 

from the lesh ot , so that ~e ahoa.ld 
exile 

He had t e oollrf.lge to endaro and 

o 1 h in the lier-

nese." 
A 

feri for hi 

oonviotions. And a mun that cannot suffer cannot be 

prophet. 

He had another q11B.lity of t'e true rophet. Ue 

straggled first 1th mself. Do not for a moment hint 

that God just bimflll.ly selects tJlia n or that me.n to be 

a prophet; that one y reoeiv the divine ias of conse-

era ion. n QSt rear hims lf by years of er ling 

1th o" e' own na.t tlree, i th 

own 1 etinct • e~re 

a rophet. 

1th one's 

orthy of bocoming 

' There is a ver;y beaotiful le end told the r .bi 

oonoorni o e and which llluetratoa the trug le of the 

son o~ Amrom before .e beau e ort of bei ro hot.!.he 

kingdoa of Arabia heard of the reat re ute of oaea an4 

■ent a oonrt pinter to aint ie portraii, and the coar, 

painter did as he a oo nded. hen lhe ortralt ae 

roa ht to th kingdom of Arabia the i wnmoned his i 

men nd aa e the hat ort of a man le o a a , aa 

they oou.ld ja<lg from that portrait, and the wise n arose, 

an after atQ4J,1ng the inti of os a, aid,· es e in 

that ortralt v1olou·naaa an Qgllne e and nea lit7 aDl 

An4 he 1ng te in 4 him-
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elf to o to oee■ and eee hi■ and tell him of whet hH• 

1 e men had aaid cone ming bis faoo. hen th ki 

approached •. oaes he a ked him, "T 11 e, are my lee 

men r1 ht or rong in aeelng in that ort ait, that ce 

ot yo~rs, the ting ihioh they claim to see?' nd oa a 

said, "Th 

through the 
1th 

are ri ht. 11 these things ere in mo, b11 

ny yeara hich I pent in the ~ ildernee lone 

my Jlaker, I reetled 1th t em, Is ru led it the . and 

I e11bd11ed th m." hat ie tru of every rophet. 

o es etrngglad with himself n yet another ay. 

He straggled 1th is praoticnl sense; 1th that part of 

him bioh said, "Do not go and prophesy." Oh, it is a mis• 

tnk to think t ta pro het 1 has to ro hoey o· l Tes 
I 

the rond of roph ey 

quentl7 led to th eta o and the croaa. 

w ich ve .fre

.ho ro hot n a 

hie, t t full ell that ratitude 111 not 

111 never come to hi , t.bnt h ideal never will , er 

tion 

1-

• d uri h1 lif . he ro het kn the ooke and the 

t l1Dt that the orld ill hu 1 upon hi. e does no, wa t 

to prophesy. oses said, "end tho11 homaoeTer thou. 4ea1r 

Do not end me. God llrgod oeee to aooe t hi 1 alon, bu.t 

a a re ined obdurat. e did ot wi h to be a ro het, 

bmt be had to. d that i th seer t of ro heay • 

They ro hay not beoauee they t to, n t be-

oau he7 loT to or o ht to, but beo aae th 

J remah be otl:f!t1ll.7 exprea 4 ,hat tho .ht. "I ant 4 to 

• 
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close my month," he said, "not to opheey, but the ord of 

God came ithin me like a bQming, J"Bgi 

not h ld it within me." 

fire, and IC nld 

Suffering that wa the keynote o ·oeee'li •• 

Hie hole life wa .ractioall spent n the de ert. e ea 

God in the desert. Re reoo!Ted tho Torah in the d ert, 

ho un:iered for f rty years thro h the d ,ert· he 1b ried 

hia 01n generation in th desert; and le hi el found 

nameless grave in the dos rt. ~at thnt is true of every 

prophet. 

th. 1e 

future. 

ea.fferi 

iey 11 livo in a desert. •or th resent for 

4eeort. hey live noither in the paat nor in the 

e present i the ~ldernes for the. It is 

that 11:rges th m to ropheey; it is ufferi that 
enriohee th ir prophesy , 

prophe y • 

a that r81(arda . 

nd et on other qua11t~ o roph e did ~oee 
oa ess, and that humility. sea said to God, "I 

difficult of peach. Do not end • nd th 

tr1 Q·e th t th a thor of the ible o 14 a to aee la. 

the man o ea a the meekea o 11 the n a,.,on the 

face o the earth." BQlllilit7, okneae--that 1 the char-
aoteriatic of very eat n. Oh , h tu id the children 
o~ man are h try to b boaatf~l and arro antJ 

" move the of ri ·" om off your fe t, or the 

plao he th)U hol.y ro11n • " 1th all th 

owera o our 1ft and ou.r alents, ea, • en lf be 

n of g Dill, h t ax-e they 11 in om ri on 1th tbe 

•ll• 
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mi ht and the mo.jest and the ete ity 0 GOdl le are Pl1D7 , 

~nd small. And ho stupidly ri iouloue it is for men to 

b proud and enobbi hand arrogant, and boat of their 

learnl , or boast of their ealth, or boast o their n• 

oeetry, or boast of their ta enta. 

•It is only the meek ho can a er inherit the 

earth.• The oroud cannot stand before God; the roud cannot 

find ~od. You cannot find God unleee you seek him in a 

ap1rit o hamblenees and humility, even as a little ohild 

seek the love of its mother. 

So e have ohnraoterised the son of Amr as a 

leader, and he ae a Jo ader. There are certain i'eatu.res in 

the li~e of o es hich take hi out of the circle of the 

prophets. A rophet, as we 

lecture on Jer mi.ah, ia one 

ea in our forthcoming 

o u.ut even ropheey doom. 

calamity, and mle!ortlllle. And et oees di not, as a 

rule, p~opheey doom and deetruotion. ro bet, as rulo, 

a removed from the people. He was not a 

he wa i'requently an Olltoat,. He was re 

n of vi 1on was lllld." Re was never 

killed. 

led r o 

Yet oaes a a le der. 

he deat11'11 of Jl eople • 

oses ovemed, maetered, oontrolle 

d o orha a the term "le der-

would more adequatel~ de ribe the man oaea. 

Andy th as a lea r in a oer'81n ..... Re 

led as a ehepher4, aa a shepherd leads. heneTer the peopl 

of Israol epo e of God in the inti oy of greal lcwe, the7 

spoke of hi aa a hepherl. "fhe Lo 1 heph rd• 
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shall not ant." "Oh tho~. shepherd of Israel, heark n u:nt 

to us. e ore like people, the hoep of thy flock." And 

when the people of Israel loved its reat men, lt c lled 

\hem shepherds. And eo the name by hich osee is oat 

of en kn n in literature and in le nde ·e, 'The fait fQl 

shepherd." And' oBc ae a hepherd in the wilderness. 

I o et ee th. n1" t at :10 ae n olo, 1n ia 

wonderful statute of •. oees, oint entirel . He 

baa the je~ty and the im erial grandc rand the power and 

irmneas of the 1 ader o s. 

and the loTe of the n 1h 

sinned; or ive hem, and "f 

boot." hore ie e n 

h re 

to Go 

s the com L e 1 n 

-~"T o le 'a e 1 

ot, er e name fro T.flF 

f.orty years thro h 

l, 1th ies nnd the lldernese 1th a rebel 

threats an matiny, but ho n ver lost t t love 

and that oompaeeion fo_ is o ple? 

bore la ·hnt e ut1 ul egend he rab is hie 

tells why Godo oa oao to lead the eo1l. little 

lamb let th nook d 1a lot, n ·oeee ent tho h9&t 

the great wildernos ae·roh1~ for th little 1 mb, fb41ng 

it a o lo ate, d, 1th n ok n 11 b. nd 

o es lift d the 1 mb, set it lib n Y it w tor to 

drin • n, in it ol a to hl bosom, rou t t bao 

to the lock. nd Gode 1 , o 1 ao f ith~~l 

she herd o his loo oen n coo a tho ho hr of rv 

people." 
I 

h n o e p.o choa tho b rni us• the r 1 

--
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the mountain-, but the need c.nd the eea o of hie lite 

no aepulohre oould hold. Thoy ha e since foLUld o sanctuary 

in tha holy of holies of hie people's soul and they tr. ~ 

and -they moTe,and the7 speak potently honeTer ni ht falls 

apon the people and darkness sets in, and he ehee that 

are far from the told begin to oall for their ehepherd--

"A epirlt that leada." 




