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I believe it s erson lllb.o s 14, "Be are when 

the great God lets loose thinker upon the planet." 

!here is great truth in this statement of Jimerson. !here 

la 8110ugh 4 e in a new idea to disrupt the whole 

world. It is tortun t, ho ever, th t no new idea ia 

t onoe oompletel7 at ted or t once co pletel7 realise4. 

!he nl14 hates to b disrupted. !he rl4 will 

so times wage wars not to be 41arupte4, and the world 

will turn its ocumulat 4 wr th ainet the bearer of new 

ide that thre ten to disrupt the world. !he entire 

plant will tUl'Jl upon the thinker that Go4 let■ loose upoll 

it. It will deatro hill, oerta1D17, but the thought will 

surviT ; and here the thinker tell the world will some 

da7 r ar mon1111led an4 p 7 him h.u.a'Ae and tri but•, and 

then turn aga1Dat th nut thinker to detro7 hill. 

ow, the prophets ere just suoh thinkers th t 

&o4 1 t loose upon the pl&Det. !he 7 wer the thma4er 

bolt■ o~ D1T1Dit7--the tire fro th alter of Go4 oat 

upon the artll. the Jroi,hete &DDOUDo 4 ftat an4 a

~am111&r truth f th 7 spoke of prot01lll4 things aiql7 

and of ai 1 thing protouna17. !h 7 toll men of Qol 
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am4 of 1 ft nd of ~ut1oe and o1 1it7. !he7 told m n 

o-1 the frailt7 of JOWV 4. of the strength of the h bl ; 

thq met pride with the fire of wratl\, and suffering 

with the bala of love. !hey aught men how to ftn4 Gol 

111 the stars and in the e7 e O'f little ohillren. !he7 

ahowed men the ay to happinesa, and thq taught men how 

to pra7, so that their prayers may become the inoenae 

rising heavenward out of the golden bowla of their soul, 

And the greatest of these was Jeremiah, the 

son of Hllkiah, the priest of .AD&thoth. Jeremiah 

the first of the prophata. He oame more than a oentv7 

and a half tter the first gre t liter&r7 prophet, oa, 

told men oonoerJling God and oonoerning jutioe. ~4 19t 
• 

to •7 m1D4 J'ermi&h a the p teat of the prophet• not 

onl7 beoallSe he embodied with1 his life the fate and th 

tra,10 u:perieno of 8Y8"r7 pr phet th t ever lived, but 

alao because he embodied w1 thin hia t&i th the fai tb of 

ner, prophet who ever 11v 4. 

Jeremiah received the call when he • a 7oung 

man. an th oall oame to him he exol med, "Ah, Lord 

Go4, I oannot speak. I aa 'but 7011th. I am but a chill!" 

bowledge and experieno are not Ter7 easenti 1 to 

religion; oert&1al7 not v r7 essential to the prophet of 

religion. !he knowledge th t JD&ll g iu fro lcma 

-lUe, or th t people gaiu fro a lo xperiena , 

help to regulate, to refine, to r1,en; but rel1g1 

7 

truth 

oo a 1atu1t1Te17. !he aolmt■ oall 1 a r lation. 

In the o • o~ ar ml r 11 ion, whloh 1 aft •-
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all the highest form of rt, age is of little consequence. 

Bryant wrote his profoundest poem when he was nineteen. 

He wrote many poems thereafter, but none that reached the 

heights and plumbed the depths of his ~anatopsis . Keats 

wrote his last sonnet when he 

was a suicide at eigh~een. 

a twenty-six. Ch tterton 

Raphael had completed his 

master pieces when he was thirty-six; and, if the story 

of the Gospel is historically true, the Prophet of 

Bazareth walked !a doloro•uato his death at the ge of 

thirty-four. 

The man of genius is after all only the channel 

through which the vast ~ities of life, th t come from 

the great unJr:nown, pass and pour into the social 

consciousness. He is, as it were, merely the mouthpiece 

that apeaka because of the po i ngs of life or of God. 

The man of genius--the artist, the prophet--is after all 

but a foun-tamthat rises from the vast and hidden seas 

belo. 

Jeremiah received a call; and every great man 

receives a call. en by temperament or disposition, or 

by soul discipline one is prepared for one's mission in 

lite, then there comes a moment, a gre t event, a crisis, 

and these springs of inspiration are released and they 

rush forth like might7 tides, irresistible, filling the 

life of the man of geniua, and from that moment on that 
his 

man is the servant ofAdestiny and the master of lite. 

Koaes received the call alone in the wilderness 
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in a burning bush. Isaiah reoeived the oall in the 

great temple, amidst the rolling clouds o~ glor7, the 

chanting ot the Levit6s. and, as it were, the songs of 

Jeremiah received he call out in the 

field alone with his aker. Francis of Asa1,lwe are told, 

received his call to go forth and become the founder of 

the poor men while he was in the midst ot a wild orgy, 

sitting enthroned, holding in his hand the scepter ot the 

king of misrule. 

The call comes to the man who is predisposed, 

as it were,--prepared bJ heritage, by soul discipline, to 

receive the message. Ever~ one of us receives a call 

during our daj'B. e are not all called to greatness. 

Wherever there are peaks there must be valle1s. But 

every one at some period in 1 life receives a call that 

whispers of beautihl things d wide vistas and real 

happiness, but somehow most of us have the unfortunate 

taoult7 of stifling the promptings of our souls. e 

prefer to be caloulating, and, as it were, cautious and 

prudent and practical. Before long the voice of the soul 

is silenced, and we go through life in a rather pedestrian 

wa7--just living, without zest, without relish, without 

romance, without enthusiasm. 

I know of a young man that has shown marked 

ability as a writer, a man o talent. The prol!IPtinge of 

hie soul, the oall that must have oome to him, h&ve been 

to dedicate himself to the art o~ literature. But, you see1 

I 
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tore D 1, 

n her of ye a 1D 4rulger7; 4 o the 

enl quit 

eno a the 

oaution ana. the :praoti l>il:lt of hi• p rent Ul4 hi.a 

trien Te oOllll■ 4 hill to tlll'II to the pr otio thin.ga 

O'.f lit . 4 eo ua4oa.bt 17 fl'i D4 11111 o 'hro 

1U selling abirt iat or eo ething els, and hie ao111 

will be ah a w1 thill hill. 

701UJ1 girl who 

rke4 b111 t7 for busin ea, who b o flq 

o I) ble exeoutiTe ill aom o:t:tioe and be of real a rvio to 

her oomm11.Dit, o a lonli and :pro ti tort t 

t1D4 of lite, will of oour • liatm to the re sone 

o011118el of her p ems and 1 begin to 4abble 1D 

f1T or aix other thillge ro lite 1 1 

o tterecl roken &ll4 1 • li~e. b o • 
tor oothe 11h 411 not 11s en to th oall w1 tJaia h • 

J ah r oeiT 4 the 1, n4 he • t 

• thla 1 th 0 1th the r o 1T 

I T 4 '11• thi 4&7 OTer th p ople ., r 

th ti 4o , to to 4 atro, to ar 0 ' 
br Q; M bllll 11 4 w lnlt.14. 

to Doti o r tal.17 h1 0 1--" ol, I 

th thie OT r th eo,1 OT r 1;h " --• 

• o er I 1. 

0 'I n4 h th 0 t t t 

r 1 ot I 1 a trl Up t 
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limited to the oont'ines of one people; that the world had 

to wait until the coming of Christianit7 betore the idea 

of the universal religion came into prominence. I say 

that it is a misleading of history and a deliberate 

blinding of one's self to the facts; that the prophet was 

sent not to Israel onl7 but to the peoples, to the 

nations and the kingdoms of the earth. 

are the dwelling place of God and the earth is His kingdom. 1 

Pa7 heed also to the first part of the prophet's 

mission--to destroy, to uproot, to break down and tear 

down. It is ometime nece sary to amputate a limb to 

save the bo 7, and it is sometimes necesa ry to kill the 

bod7 to save the soul. nd it is sometimes imper tive 

to slay millions o~ men to eave an idea. Prophesy was 

this unoom.promi iug truth of l f. Prophesy swept through 

the world like a storm wind, tearing away every falsehood 

of whatever nature. Prophesy does not know of toler nee, 

of compromi e, of indulgence. The prophe.t does not pay 

any respeot to tact, or good form, or manners; prophesy 

moves on like a mighty tide, swiftly and steadil7, and 

the thing that is strong because it is tr'll8 endures, and 

everything else becomes wreckage and flotsam. 

Jeremiah eometi es has been charged with an 

excess of bitterness and gloom. He has been called the 

Prophet of Doom. Ken have accused Jeremiah of overstating 

the sins and the crimes of hi people. That is true. 

Every prophet baa overstated, and ever7 prophet was an 

extremest. !hat is wh7 he waa a prophet. 
-6-
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!ht r4a ot Jeremi were ool'J)ion orct•, not 

beoam there we no room in hie he rt for love and pit7 

and compaeeion; it s beoaue his he rt oTerflowed 1th 

»1t7 and compassion th t he spoke as he did speak. It 1■ 

because he loved hie people so muoh; it a beoau e he a 

that their ta and deeds were inevit bl7 leading to a 

terrible catastrophe. 

nd 7ou, Jeremi-11 lived but a few years before 

the great n tional tr-, 47 1D 586, when the temple and the 

land crumbled to 

because Jeremi 

It 

conscious ot the inevitable do that 

his words beoaase burning, scorching, bitter; and it 

because ot the great love that he had for his people th t 

he atified that loTe within 

the shadows of hia li~e • 

and sobbed alone amidst 

But Jeremiah never forgot the second part of his 

mission--to build and to :plu. ll kne that the 
. 

destruotioD of Jeruealem and the exile of hie people woul4 

ultimatel bring about their regaer tion, and becauae of 

th t he proph ai 4 do and d atruotion. D 3e le 

was deatro19d, so hiator7 narr te, went and bought a 

trot of lan4 from hie oouaill, , and toot th de 4 

and rr ng 4 for its sate-keeping tor th fu\ur - ol, 

to ll, th t the 4 will some da7 b r built, and t t 

I r 1 will ome 4 7 be r atore4, 

:,r o 11 ome 4 co to be. 

aoou 
_,_ 

th t the tra. he 
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sooiet7 beo use he sometimes is compelled to preach 

disast r, when the populace would prefer to hear about 

victory and triumph. They oall him a tr itor, and they 

sometimes call him a pacifist, and they sometimes call 

him a betra:vur of hie people, especially when he begins 

to shake their confidence in the things w ich they hold 

true and sacred. 

And this brings me to Jeremiah's mot remarkable 

sermon, th t prophesy which ha cane down t e ages as the 

bravest, the most oour geous ords th th ve ever been 

uttered by the lips of men--the so-c lled Temple Sermon. 

Here the people of Isr el assembled in the gre t 

sanctuary of the Lord in Jerus lem--the d elling pl ce 

of God. So lo~ as the temp n ured, the people i t 

so long is I rael secure; 0 l never des•ro7 the 

anctu r7, becau e it is Hi d elling plaoe. 

d Jerem ah enter th courts of the temple, 

and, ~ oing the multitude, he aye: ' hu ith the Lord 

of ho ts, the God of Israel. end your ways and your 

doings and I will cau e you to dell in this place. 

fru t ye not in lying orde, ying the tem1>le of the Lord, 

the temple of the Lord, the t ple of the Lord are these. 

Bay, but if ye thoroughly amend your w ye and your doings, 

if ye tllroughly xeoute justioe between anman and hie 

neighbor; if -ye oppose not the stranger, the fatherleea 

and t idow, and shed not innocent blood in this pl oe, 
I 

and neither walk after other goda, then willAcauae ye to 

-e-
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dwell in this pl oe, in the land that I gave to your 

fathers forever and ever. 

ords that cannot profit! 

Behold, ye trust in lying 

Will ye steal and murder and 

commit adu1tery and swear f leely? J.nd thereafter bow 

and walk after other gods whom -ye have not known, and 

then come and stand before me in this house hereupon my 

name is called and say~ are safe? That ye may do all 

these abominations is this house whereupon my name is 

called become a den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, 

even I have seen it, saith the Lord. ~or go ye now 

unto my place which was in Shiloh, where I caused my 

name to d ell at the first, and see hat I did to 1 t 

for the wticednees of my people Israel. 

"And now because ye have done all these works, 

saith the Lord, that ye heard not, and I called ye but 

ye answered not, therefore will I do unto the house where

upon my name is called wherein he trusts, and unto the 

place which I gave to you and to your f there, even as I 

have done to Shiloh, and I will cast you out from my 

eight as I h ve oast out all your brether~, even the 

whole seed of Ephraim." 

~d for this sermon Jeremiah was apprehended, 

tried and sentenced to death, and it was only because of 

the intervention of a few of his friends that he e oaped 

IJld remained in hiding for ten years until the king 

Jehoiakim died. 
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!he prophet preached destruction, but 

destruction of the shams, and the ineincerities,ancl the 

dishonesties. and the rtifioialitie of life. He tried 

to make the people see that they must not put their faith 

in temples. and buildings. and rites, and ceremonies. 

!base are not the things that God desires of hi■ children. 

Oh, ho man7 are the people today who still put their 

faith in temples,and in inetitutions,and in things.and 

in saori~ioes. and in priest-or ftsl en sin today 

and then build libraries. and rob and then edow museums 
I 

he7 would approach God by bringing what they 

regard as sacrifices of things. 7 1 men today place v 

more faith in temples. or in institutions, or in 

ooneti tuti ons, or in forms of goTernment than the7 ever 

did before. Jeremiah knew. know DOW, that it is 

of little consequence what the institution is and what 

the organisation is. man. can be a t:nave under a 

demoor 07 as well as under a monaroh7; and a man can be 

a cutthroat under a soviet form of government as he can 

be under a demoorao7. 

!hinge, shaaa, are 1111at the prophet aimed to 

deetro7, and he tried to build up thoae eternal an4 

enduring realities of life--Gol, juatioe, mero7 and truth. 

In one of his moat wonderful and inspired prophesies, 

speaking of the name of lol--for ner7 prophet and ev r7 

great man ma7 justly speak in the name of Go4--he ea19: 

"Behold, I shall mate a De CoTenan,. 

-10-
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unto the CoTenant Which I made with your fathers when 

I brousht them out of the land of EgJpt, hich they broke; 

but a ne Co-venant will I make with them. .lnd I will put 

1117 CoTen n, within them and upon their hearts ill I 

write the CoTenant of God." ritten indelibl.7 not upon 

tablets of stone that may be broken, not oonstitutiona, or 

codes, or laws, that ay be regarded or disregar ed, but 

written indelibly and ~or all time upon the hearts of men; 

the religion ana the morality that ie indwelling in the 

souls ot men. 

You remember the last time I spoke of the 

suffering of oses • . ell, Jeremiah is the of 

prophetic suffering. He is the t7Pe of 11 greatness 

that must pass thro~ the hell of suffering. Jeremiah 

was a fugitive ~or ten ye r . ice he as flogged 

throup the streets of Jeruaa ; he was imprisoned once, 

and once when he was accused of leeerting to the Chaldeana, 

when the City of Jerusalem was beseiged, he was taken 

stripped of his garments, flogged and then thrown into 

a cistern to strangle to death in the mud of the pit. 

And it was onl7 thro~h the kind intervention of a slave, 

~bed-aeleck, th t the prophet was saved. 

any a time he was spat upon and subjected to 

all the insults and the oontumel.7 that the oruel 

ingenuit7 of man is capable of. Bu the greatest traged7 

of hie li~e, as he said, was his lollill.aeaa. "It ia alone 

I live beoauee thou didst fill me with wr th." Oh, ill 

-11-
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those awful moments of retrospection and introspection 

Jeremiah pours forth the bitterness of his soul. "Great 

God," he says, "I have become the laughing took the 

livelong da7. Everyone laughs at me . They t unt me • " 

"I have become a man of stri:te and a man of contention 

aill m7 life. 

betrayed me • " 

7 own brothers, my own family, have 

Oh, the terrible loD,liness of the great man! 

Re loves his people but is requited with h te. He loves 

his people and sees them go into the abyss. That vas 

the fate of Jeremiah, and it was reserved £or him to live 

through the great traged7. en the temple w s burned 

and Jerusalem was destroyed in 586, tens of thou.sands 

were slain at the hands of Cha deans and hundreds of 

thousands were exiled to Babyl n. 

There is a beautiful legend that the rabbis 

tell concerning Jeremiah. en the temple was destroyed 

and the millions had been slain, Jeremiah, now old, broken 

and crushed by the awfu.l traged7 of hi people, was seen 

to walk along the highways nd bJWaya of Jerusalem, 
broken 

g thering up as he went along the.limbs of the viotima, 

placing than in a shroud and sobbing all the while, saying, 

".6.h, m7 people, did I not sa7 unto 7ou, 'Give glory unto 

God before the darkness f 111, and before your feet 

stumble about the dark mountains'!" 
imagine the 

Can 70uApioture which the mind of the Jew had 

of this prophet of auf'feringT Let us not o~ereatimate 
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hie suffering. Re bad his consolations and heh d the 

sustaining strength. "Oh, see," he says, " en fod is 

with me I am like a conquering hero." 

a conquering hero, 1th God at his side. 

That is the word-

"The Lord is 

my strength, If17 fortress and m7 refuge in the hour of 

tribulation," sa7S Jeremiah. fhat was his strength. 

"Let men mook me, let them tear m~, let them 

spit at me, let them deny me and betra7 me, let the 

beautiful edifice of my life crumble in ruins round me. 

Oh, eee, God is within me, and I am a conquering hero. 

For my faith and the truth hich God has put on my lips 

the7 must conquer, for they re of God. The ioked 

prosper and the ioked enjo7 life, and the righteous 

au:r:fer. But what of that? 

but far from their hearts." 

od is near unto their lips 

do s not dwell in the 

tents of wickedness, and th t 1 the greatest punishment 

and the greatest unh ~pine in life--the empt7 life, the 

hollow life, the Godless life. 

nd t e prophet who might miss every jot in life, 

and might endure all t e slings of a hostile world is 

yet supremely happ¥; as Jeremiah says, "I ate the words 

of God with joy and happiness, because God was with me." 

When ever~hing vanishes God remains. en may be 

depraved, and hate and misunderstand, but God knows and 

God loves. how me the man whom pleasures coarsen and 

whom sorrow breaks and I will show you a Godless man. 

But sho me the man or woman whom happiness refines and 

-11-
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aorrow strengthens and trials ennoble, and I will show 

you one who s found God. 

Jeremiah's fate as the f te of every great man • 

Jeremiah's faith is the faith of every true son of God--

to worship God in the be uty of holiness, with a ritual 

that is service, 1th a oonseoration that means sacrifice; 

to ~eel God intimately in your soul; to be able to speak 

to Kim; to reach out your hands to Kim and receive the 

olasp that means ne strength and ne hope; to love, to 

pity, to forgive, to hope amidst disaster; to build 

among ruins. That is the faith of the proJhet Jeremiah. 

There is one sentence in his prophesy that may 

sum it all up, that sums up all wisdom for all time: 

"Let not the wise t of hia wisdom; 

let not the strong man bo t of his atr~ngth. 

But if one must boat at all, let him 

boat of thi faot: th the knows e." 

-------




