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JelCTUBI !! B4BBI PM I• SILUB. 

21 "UM• m w1L»E:e," il m 
TEMPI&. wr 66th An CE1'1'1W, 

AVENUB 1 CLEVBLAID 1 OHIO, ~RIL 

ll, 1929• 

-----
In 686 the Temple ot Jer11aalem ••• 4e

etroye4 and Jeremiah, who had written the epitaph 

for hie own people, was left to mourn among the 

rGlna. The leaders, the prieata, the preaohera 

of Ierael were exiled to Babylon and night settled 

OTer Jadea. In the Babflonlan exile there were 

some faithful solll.a who despaired of the futGre of 

the people of Israel. ~he7 said, "Behold. OGr 

bones are dried, our hopes are lost, we are clean 

out ott.• lot that they were men of little faith, 

bat that they were men who loTe4 their people with 

■Goh infinite oompaasion that the miae17 and the 
4eatr11oti about them could lead to b tone conolR• 
sion•-that Israel was aboat to perieh. 

Aa I read Jewish histoey from age to age 

and fro■ land to land, I frequently meet euoh ez

pres■ion1 of deapair •••ing oat of the lipa et 

poets and writer■ , andmore eapeolall7 of religioa■ 

leaders. fhere are alwa71 some who become loet in 

the ma1e of llntowar4 olrcamstanoea. There are aome who 

cannot loot b~yon4 the rains. !here are ■ome whom the 
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preeent imprisons so completely t.bat they lose sight 

of the f11tare al.together. 

I remember reading not eo Te'J:7 long ago a 

poe■ from the pen of a Hebrew bard who liTed aom 

■evenly 7ear■ ago, J114ah Leon Gordon. And I remember 

how startled I was when I came acroaa this phrase: 

~Who moaa •at what I am the last of the aingera of 

Israel, and that 7011 are the last of the readers." 

And it wasn't b~t thirty years after hie 

death that there took plaoe a veritable renaieaanoe 

of llebrn literature and K .. ew poetry in the very 

land where this singer sang hls psalm■, and today 

there is more fine literat11re written in Hebrew and 

more men and women and children atu~ing the law 

and the literatare of Israel than at any time ln 

the last fifteen h11114red years. 

A ho.ndred 7eara ago people ea14, •J114a1am 

le diaappearing; the Jew ie ualmilating hi•elt; 

Jadalma cannot last another generation or two.• 

And toda7 there are more B7D&Sog11ea and teapl•• 

raised in thia land, and more aaored aaaooiationa 

formed of l07al wor■hipera of Iarael than at &n7 

time in the laat no thousand 7eara • 

~••kial, the prophet of the Exile, who• 

blU'lling worts we read thia morning, tlaft of thle 

plagae of th• men who said, "We, are clJ7 bone■ anl 

omr bope 1a gone." .llld he said anto th••• •God •111 

-a. 
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open 7our graTe1 and breath• unto yoa the apirit of 
• 

life, and ye will live.• 

Bzekial tnew what we, hie descendants hent7• 

five hundred 7eara lat~r mow, that IarMl la an 

eternal people, that nothing and no one can destroy 

it. Alongaide of thoae who deapaired of Israel were 

other men who welcomed the opport1U1it7 of aasimlla-, 

tion, jaat aa there are men and women today in our 

ranlawho welcome the opporta.nit7 of assimilation. 

!hey eaid, •Let QB be like a.nto the other 

natione, like anto the families of the earth. Why 

remain a separate and diatinot people when oo.r 

aeparateneaa and diatinctiTeneaa bring to QB noth• 

111g bmt misfortune and oalamtt7T Let ma lose our

aelTt■ in the great world." BQt even the7 ooo.14 

not encompass the deatrQction of Israel. 

The Babylonian exile was not, in the 

real aense of the word, a misfortune to Israel. 

On the oontra17, th• Bab7lonlan axil• helped to 

purif7 the faith of Israel. It waa in Bab7lon 

t.bat t.b.e qnagogue as amoh was foanded, •reto

fore the !emple in Jerualem was the oenter of 

worship, and it■ ritul the 0D17 method•~ worship • 

In Bab7lon, with no te■ple and no priahood an4 

no poaelbillt7 of bringing aaorifioea, the worelip• 

er taned to. more direct and imllllliat• OOIIIIPDlOD 
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wltJl hi• llaker, and ln place of the temple, the 

■7J18BOP••••the •oue of ~s•••bl.7," and •!he Bouse 

of Stmq, •...w• foan4e4. And it was d11ring 1he 

period of the Exile, also. that Israel became 

aware, to a degree heretofore anknawn,. •~ it• own 

peollliar mlea1on and deatl117 1n the world. Israel 

looked upon the deatruotlon of the !ample and the 

exile not aa mpon chaatlaement only,•• an aol of 

Tengeance and vindictiveneaa on the part of the 

Almighty, ti~t leet.el apen the exile and the de• 

etr110.tion and ill the conoomltant 11lafort11Dea of 

that tremendoue, tragic event as an act of purifl• 

cation, of pre1>4ration, so that thro11gh ita suff

ering lerael might be prepared for its great 

hiatorio task to be-- "A light 11Dto the nations; 

a ooTenant for the peoplea"--ao that Israel might 

aasmae the sacred prerogatiTe of ••1118 the •servant 

of Got• ln the world • 

.And it waa the aeoond Isaiah, who 11Te4 

during the exile, who formulated ln word.a ao 

brilliant and J11881c tha, the7 11Te4 down the age■ , 

the iaaortal m1aalon and deat~ of Iarael. 

And lleoaue of thia llliaalO, and 4e■tiJW 

larael beoaae an eternal people.£ -.n ~eoo•• 

eternal when he 14ent1f1es himaelf with the 

eternal, who la God. A •n become■ inaortal whea ' 
JI• a,aiu an immortal worcl. .ln4 I ■nel lteoame 
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et•nal when I■rael identified 1tNlf with the 

pmrpoeea of the eterna1 · -•of God. 

!he J•a ln Bab7lon remained faithflll • 

One of the moat beautiful psalms, one of the 

oholoeat pleoee of literatue in the whole world, 

le the Peal.a 18?--"BT the r1Tera of Bab7lon we 

■at and wept when lie remembered Zion. Upon the 

Willows •• hung a.p our harp■• Our enemies sa14 

anto us, 'Sing 1U1to RB of the songs of Zion.• 

B11t; how oaa •• aing the ao11ga of Zion in a ■trange 

lan4T" And it was by the r1Ters ot Bab7lon that 

t.hese fait.hi'lll spirit■ •~•4 eternall.7, "If I 

forget my Jeraaalem, may I forget my right handJ" 

When one rea4a that paalm, and when one feels 

how it has echoed down the ages and fo11114 a re• 

eponaiTe chord in the heart ot every l•• RP to 

this 4&7, one can aympathl1e ~•rt dearl.7 with 

thoae who tTer at this hour atlll remember the 

TOW of their forefather■• 

!here la a beautifGl. legend told b7 the 

rabbi1 1 .of a group of singers among the exile■ 

who were aeted to eing the aonga of Zion for tu 

entertaiDID8nt of \hel~ enelld.ea, aD4 ,u •aona of 

Ko••••• tore tuir flngere from off their hant■, 

and ahowea their mmt1lale4 ball48 lo their •n•llll•• 

ua4 aa14, ••• ■hall not sing the songa of lion in 

a ■tranp land.• 
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W.Ja.en Wln ••• oonqHrel by CJ'n• he 

"·'· of Penla. 1n Ill, the J•• ••k•l pend.■aloa 

ta NIU'll t• !ale■tllle • an4 permlaaion ••• !Jlllet• 

latel.7 gran_M4. Bat zs117 retune4. !he rloh re in

eel ••hlat: the poor 111.gratea.. !he peoi- alllap 

1111,nte; ta• rloh alwq1 re•la 11eJl1D4. zer •••1 
••• tile lea4er of lhi■ flnt oaraftll that n,a.rne 

lo Pale■t1De. IJw tint tut whioJl th••• nta.ralng 

exile■ ••• a11oat wu IJle la1t of n1ua114lng the 

, .. ,1 •• , ADI 1, la a beaafilfal 00 ntar, OB,~. 

apli-11 of tile 1ft. IJlal whennr Jl• went, ualer 

whale'Tel' Oil'OIIMlaao•• Jae foai. hl••lf, alaoal 

Ul• flr■t '111111 ,._ Ill, Tea 'ietore .bia an .ltOIN 

••• ,11111, ••• lo 11ql4 a ""l .... ,o~•Z7 'for tJut r..r1. 

lol ot Ienel. 

I••• aoro•• aa illlenatlna taot not 

loq ... ,.._ e1,1 f Al•m4r1a ••• foma4• 

'1' ilm11ter the anal la 111, before tu •• on 

en, aal 111 IOI•• :Ye 4e:t1D11• noorl• lhat 

la ,.111 ol 17 of ilua1111na a .,...OI• •• 1• ezl■t• 

en••• PH•••~- tint ll'O p of e■lgraat■ aill 

'-Ile .,... ••• .la4 ••• 70 tno• tte oaner •~ 

laae1 fl-• a1••t1M to lln'• • na•, , ....... , 
. '8 I .. • lo .. l •• , ' ~ Jene\,, ,. al • 

~doa, 70R ... lno• , .. OOUN f .1'11a.2!··· ,7 

to a11...- of Uael .. .,_...,.••• I t ...... lt 
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ehowe that the Jew wae at all times conaoioua that 

hie aalT&tion. that hie safety, and that hie 

miaeion lall in the &7Dagogue • 

And I believe, if I might digrea■ for a 

moment, that it is a Te%7 beaatifal co1111enta17 

apon the spirit of oar own community that it haa 

4ed1oated itael~ to the sacred task of erecting 

a new houe of worship to the God of Iarael and 

to the wort of Bia people, a beaatitlll house of 

worehip that will reflect glo17 upon the people, 

that will intensify the loyalty and the con■eora

tion of the children of God, and that will become 

a aoaroe of 1napirat1on to old and yo~, and more 

eapaoiall.7 to the yoang, who must be oar standard 

bearere in the tmture--•A hou.ae of worship; a 

hoaae of etaq; a house ot aaaembq.• 

After Zerubabel there followe4 a period 

of comparative silence. History is ailent over 

~• nexi three-,o.artera of a centary. We know 

from the reforme that became neceaaary soon after 

that there ••tin a period ot religious lazit7. 

worship was neglected, and obaenanoe of Jewish 

feat1vale, and more eepecialq of the Sabbath, 

waa 41eoarde4. !he religious tone ot the 00111on

••alth ••• lowere4, and a great moTement towar4■ 

aa■iailation aet in. !he Jewa began to intermar17 

41!'• 
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with the neighboring people■, and a■ a oonaequenoe 

of that the superetltions and idolatries of the 

neighboring peopl•began to make incursions into 

the faith of Ja4••• And lt waa at this critical 

moment, when it seemed as though 3a.4alam waa gradu

ally dying, that the great ••ra, the priest, came 
• 

from Bab7lon. 

Bara came 1n the year ,11. Bzra was a 
' 

1ealot. Esra was an enthuaiae,. E■ra wae a reformer. 

Bsra waa a scribe. Bara was not a prophet.•• mow 

TeJ7 little of the life of Bzra ·exoept the fft 

fragment■ that we find in the Bible. But from the 

effect of ~la labore upon ttie deatilJT of Judaism, 
fr• 

and what tradition and legend said concerning him, .. 
•• are 1•4 to infer that Esra was one of the titanic, 

IUle of the coloaaal figures in the history of Israel. 

~he rabble said, "Bara was wortJJ7 to glTe 

the !orah to Israel had not Koaes preoede4 him.• 

.tild another rabbi said, •the Torah had been forgotten 

in Israel but Esra re41eooTere4 lt.• What was the 

wort ot Bsra? It was a two-told labor, and of an

aaaal aignlfioanoe. ~lrat of all, Bara aet about to 

eatabllsh the authority ot the !orah in Iarael, to 

apread the knowledge ot the law of Qol ln Israel, 

to lnaiat apon the ob■enano• of the l••• in the 

law of Go4. ••n. ai•cl to make the !orah the 
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popalar poaeeeelon of ,he people. ~•ra 4e■ire4 to 

tau the !orah out of the hands of the prieete and 

place it in the Jmnda of the la1t7. and to that 

purpose he tranaoribed the !orah from its old 

oharactere, whioh were outnown to the lait7, to 

ita present so-called Bebrew aqaare letters. B1ra 

foande4 a whole school of scribes. who went through

out the length and breadth of Judea teaching the 

law of God to the children. Esra insisted upon a 

diecipline in Jniah life. 

low, there are two tendencies in religion. 

One is the prophetlo, and the other is the priest

hood. !he prophet is the Jl&ll of vision, the 

architect, the man who projects the great ideal • 

!he prie■t ie the man who is the bailder, who must 

embocl7 this ideal of the mind of the prophet into 

11Ting institutions. Be must g1Te to the i4eale 

of the v1aioll&J7 a local .habitation and a Mme. 

!he no tendencies in religion 11&7 be described 

•• the 117etlo and the instltmtional. !he ~•tlo 

la the direct commanion of the eolll with God. 

It nee4e no plaoe of worshiJ; it needs no cereaoniea; 

it neede no 8J11,01■• It le dlreot, it le immediate, 

it la intimate. It is a aenee of the realisation of 

God in one' ■ ■elf. !hat la the •••enoe of mye,101am, 

or, if 70m ohooee, of prophetiam. 
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Ba.t alonga14e of ~stlciem there ia yet 

anot._r oa.rrent in religion, and that la instita.tion

aliem. !o expreaa a religioms idea one mast emboq 

it into some living realit7.•-into sacred associa

tions, into a commGDion of worehipera, into a 

ceremony, into a a,mbol, into acts, into practioee. 

hd it la these two tendencies that haTe ran 

parallel throa.gh all religions •P to this d&7, ver:y 

freq11entl.7 in deaclly confiiot and atrQggle with 

one another. 

Now, Jeremiah, Ieaia~.A,moa and Hosea were 

the mystics, the prophets, the viaionariea, the 

dreamers of dreams. Esra, .Nelifniiah, and the •oribea 

that followed him, the rabbi of the !al11111d, the 

rabbis of today, are the ba.ildera, the men who mast 
I 

expr••• the■• ideala-4pproxi11Bte them, as it were, 

incorporate them, corporealise \hem into definite 

religioua inetita.tions, so that the average lqman 

who ha■ not the sense of kinahip, who cannot •-•r

itDOe this divine efflata.a, J11B7 have a glliclanoe 

and a help in his religion. 

tu, wae the wort of Bara. And becaue of 

that Bara ■aTed Ja.daisa.and ■&Tel prophetiam for 

the world. It lt were not for the wort and th• 

labor■ and the aohieTement■ of Bara for the in

■tita.tlona whioh he foan4e4, Ja.4alam wolll.4 haTe 

41eappeare4J Ja.dalam woa.ld have been a.nable a 

11 
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oenta.ry later lo meet in the life and death struggle 
and with the ohara1ng attractive and beaa.tifJI]. oulta.re 

"" 
of Greeoe, of Hell••• If 11 were not for tbe labor■ 

of Bara and hie descendants, Ja.daism woald have been . 
IUl&ble to meet, and meet sa.ocelltllll.7, the oncoming 

tide of Ohriatendom five oentariea later; and if it 

were not lor the diaoipllne and the organisation 

which Bsra initiated, Ja.4aiam wo'11.d have been unable 

to surviTe the miaforta.nea and peraeoa.tiona and 

corrosive inflaenoee of no thousand 7eara of exile. 

Bsra thereto•• became, in a ■enae, the 

aeoon4 Kos••• and was so mown to Israel. Bia second 

labor wae to save the people of Iarael, to preaerTe 

the pa.rit7 of the race. Re met the tendency to 

aa■imilation in Ila day with ve17 rlgoroa.a, ye■, 

witl era.el, almoat 1mpardonable severity. Be 4eman4el 

of hia followers who had intermarried with wive■ 

of ■traage people■ that lived arolUld Judea, to 

divoroe their wives and eent them forth oat of lhe 

OOlllllGJ1it7 of Ierael, a task which the •3or1t7 ot 

the■ refued to 0011pl.7 with. Bara bad the paaaion 

an& ,he fanatioim of the sealot, and he thoqht 

that the end Ja.atlfled the meana. 
, 

•• are not here to condone Bsra. We are 

not here to •H101l•• for hiatorloal event■.•• 

are here to 11Dderetand them. !Ph• goal and the ob• 

,eot of B1ra waa praiaewortjq. B1ra lmew t.bat 

-11-
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Ja4" ••••little 1alan4 in a•• of heathenina 

and ,agaa11111. lira k:nn that Ian.el ••• a a-.11 

■inority. an4 that if it be permitte4 to aaaillll• 

ate ud intermarr., with neighboring peoples, tbt 

lt wolll.4 dieappear before ver.v long; and therefore 

1D order to ■aTe the aoal of the people, in order 

to pre•ern the oalta.ral aelf-ident1tr. the spirit• 

ul ill4ependenoe. the prophetic spirit of Israel. 

he 1n■iete4 apon their preserving their ra~i•l 

14•n• an4 their raoial pu-1'7. lie mew that 

•1erul mut bell alone. and muat not be reokone& 

among the nations.• lot neoeesarily a p1J1"a1oal 

iaolation, not neoeaaaril7 ttot11el excluive-

ne■■ ; bat a ap1ritaal an1 n •• a rel1giome 

self-determination waa what ls:ra lemanded for hie 

people. 

And it la well that B1ra 4eman4e4 it for 

hia people. I venture to sa7 that Bsra'a uaaage 

la ~ut aa vital tod.&7 aa it waa ln ,1s. I, •• 

lieve that•• fa•• toda7 the same oonditiona 

\hat Esra faoe4 in hia 4&7, and I believe that there 

are two things that m12at be emphaeiae& tocla7, even 

•• the7 were emphaalHA in the dqa of ••ra• Jlira\ 

of all. that Jnlah identity ■ut be preaene4. 

that the clllto.ral aniq11ene1a of the Jew au, la• 

11&fegur&e4, tJaat lhe J• a11e\ ■,111 reuin •.t 

people 4we111q apart.• 
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•°"• I do not mean b7 that that•• ma.at 

nee4a have• phyaioal plaoe of refuge for the 

spirit of the Jew. I do not mean that the Jn 

au■t return to th• oonditiona whioh prevailed two 

hundred yeara ago. I believe that the Jew mast go 
, 

011t into the world and toa.oh every c~rrent of 

thoqht, and mingle with eTe17 fine movement that 

make■ for the greater emancipation of the children 
• 

of ae1&. I believe that the Jew mut oontina.e to 

mon t ro11gh the world. Ba.t I do believe that he 

maat moTe throa.g.h the world aa a diatinotive force, 

aa a definite ••••age bringer, aa a trail finder, 

a■ a bringer of gifta. 

!he Jew 1 ■ nee4e4 today ja.■t aa maoh •• 

he was nee4el a thoa.aan4 7eara ago. !he world 

••4• the Jew; tu world ne•4• the Goa of I■rael; 

the world DMla the ethloa of the Jew; the worll 
• 

Mela t.bat anoompromlalng apirit of abaolate 

Ja.atioe and righteouneaa whlo.b. the Jew ha■ 

preaohe4 for oentarl•• 11nto the children of man. 

!he wor14 la jut at the Ter, c1awn of oiviliaatlon 

to4&7. Do not for a mo!l8nt t.b.lnt that we haTe 

naohel the Teff' ·apex of aohieTeJNnt ln o1T111••

tion. We haTe bmt toaohe4 the ao.rfaoe of life. 

!here la ■till 1gnoranoe,an4 poTertJ',ua4 a11peratl• 

,1•a,an4 llol wor■JllJ, an4 bratallt7. &Ill greed, 

aa4 hate, o4 war, ancl lut 1n the ■oala of ••• 
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And as l ng as t~e world is groping in the morata, 

ao long as the world is deaparately in need ot the 

barning words of the prophets of Iarael, so long is 

the worl4 in need of the God of Israel and of the 

ethioa of the people of Iarael. 

The world r&·t4s na today, if for nothing else 

than that· it needs a protestant minority. It needs 

the examples of a handfnl of coarageoae and loyal 

aoa.la, who defy a whole world in arms for the sake of 

an ideal. That is the most inspiring thing in the world-

to see a man who can face odds, to see a man who oan 

ohallenge the arrayed phalanxea of pereeoution and find I 

his refage and his solace & 1 d hie reward in hia own 

ideals. It is God~ greatest blessing to the children 

of men. And Israel baa been a p ople that has, in it ■ 

weatneae, in its frailty, in 1ta paucity of numbers, 

ohallenged the whole world .in the name of an ideal, 

and, strange to sq, has endured. And the world needa, 

in all ita atrugglea of tomorrow, thie inspiriting 

example of trlaphant and Tiotorioma courage of a 

people. And so I say that we must emphasise tod.&7, 

eTen as Bara eaphaelse4 in the 481'■ gone b7, the an1que• 

neaa, the 1ndivida.al1ty, the oaltaral 1nd1~14aa11ty of 

the Jew. !he rabble eaid the Jew 11 like a drop 

of perfwnet when 11 is by itaelf it oan send forth 

a beautiful odor and aroma lhroagh apace. 

When thla clrop of perfWDI ia cast into the••• it ■ 
the world 01117 

potenoy 1• gone and it le lost. !he Jn oan. blea■ a■ a J••~ • • 
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And we mast emphasize. too. as Bara em-
• 

phaaised in hie day. the institutional side of our 

religion. Bow. ati. institution in and by itself is 

not ha~ul. It is we that make it harmflll. It is 

when the aplrit is stifled in the inatitmtion thal 

is built around 11; it is when the soul becomes 

crushed in the body that was b~ilt to preearve it. 

that institutionalism becomes a menace. 

Bat institutions are salutary and helpful, 

too. There is infinite religioue inspiration to 

be derived from a ored associations, from a oommanion 

in prayer. from symbols. from ceremonies, from habits 

of worship. Why, yoa know. a ceremony is more than 

a thing, and an act. It rs what I call an ideogram • 

It describes an idea. It is like an open seeame,--an 

open sesame to vast treasure troves of emotions and 

sentiments. The ceremonies and the p~aotices and the 

symbols of a religion are reminders when we are in• 

different, when we drift. A beautiflll. ceremo117 

etartles a.a into a higher and a finer mood. !he7 

are the atmriee and the sunset of religious life; 

the dramatic momenta and instants lhat bring a new

ness of tone into our lives. And we need that badl.7 • 

!he great ~stio of Rngland, the Dean of 

st. Paal, once said, "We need inatitutionallem lf 

. 
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onl.7 to aaTe from theosophies and fancy religions 

the euperfioial17 ca.ltared classes among us." Be 

said, •It is not accidental that JJnerioa, where 

institntionalism is weakest, is the hapP7 hunting 

ground of religions qttacke and oranka. Individaala 

are too prone to andervalne the steadying infiuenoe 

of the ancient and consecrated institutions." 

Bsra knew that the ideal form of Judaism 

ie the perfect blending of the two. We must not 

sacrifice the fine strncture of forward~look1ng 

prophetic Judaism. Bone of us will advocate in 

this moment a return to a confined and stultified 

and narrow faith of practices and of observance■ 

onl.7. What we advocate toc1&7, in the spirit of lsra 

of old, is a technique that will make the ideals of 

the prophet real and ntal in oar lives, that•• 

will be able to bring them into oar homes and inlo .. 

our places of baeineea and into our places of worship, 

in such a fashion that oar e7ea will behold them and 

our ears will hear them. 

~ ideal of Jaclaism, and I suppose it ia 

the Judaism of eve17 rabbi and every teacher, ie 

the perfect blending of the 117stio, of the pronhet. 

and of the priest. Bow. I want the faith of the . 
psalmist, a faith that will be able to aa7 in the■e 

immortal wor4e, than which none more noble h&Te eTer 

\een written, •1everthell••• I am oontina.all7 wlt~ 
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thee, oh God. !hom boldeal.., rig.ht band. !hom will 

81114• 1H with tq oolUl■el, and afterward■ noeive 

.. ln glo17. Whom haTe l in ieaTen ba.t IJlee, ~ 

beeiu thee I 4e■1re none a.pon earth. My tleah and 

-, heart falleth, bmt hi 1 ■ the rook of 111' M&l1 

and 1117 portion foreTer. •or lo. the7 that go · . 

tar fro• !he• ■hall perlah. !hoa last 4e■tro1 all 

the■ that go aatr9.7 frca !h••• Ba.t aa for me, the 

nearne■■ of God 1■ ~ good. I Jiaye llllde the Lorcl 

9o4 117 refage, that I~ tell of Ela wort." 

tut ia the faith that we want. We want . 
the ftlth of a Job, who oan aq, "Yea, Jloagh 7e 

■lq ae, 7et will I hope in 1111.• !he faith that 

will giTe u ooarage to aq in the m14at of oar 

aiafortue■ and tailllN■, and ou bereaTementa, 

and the 1nf1nitel7 NI tragediea of baman life, 

ihoa,gJl 7e ■lq me, 7et •111 I tra■t in Him.• 

£ faith aaoh •• that ot 

I ■raele Her ho little one■ died one 4.q, and 

when her ha.aban4 oame ■he ■aid to him, •Bab,1 

11.qer, the man, waa here and gaTe me two preoiou 

~•ela for aafe keeping, ana now he has oome to 

olalm tMJD of ... Shall I NtlU'll them,. hi11T• 

And a.pon the Npl.J' of Bab,111&7er, ■h• toot hi■ 

to the plaoe where her two llllle one■ la7 deal 

anl ea14, •the J,ord hath given, aa4 the Lori hath 

tateD ...,-. Bl••••I ,. the-·· of the Lori.•~ 

• 
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:faith lite that of Babbl J.keTah, when the Romana 

torlmred him,when the scraping instrmnent of tor

tare came nigh anto his forehead, he jo7fall7 and • with ringing voioe of gladness exclaimed,"*•• A 

*"• And when those who stood near by aeted him, 

"Why dost thoa rejoice in this moment of sapreme 

agO!JT," he said, "All DJ7 life I haTe said, 'And 

thoa shalt love the Lord tq God with all they 

heart, 1th 11 t~ aolll., and with all thy mind,' 

and I haTe De'Ytr a.p to thia moment been able to 

fo.lfill 1. I have aerYel the Lord my God with all 

1117 heart, and I have served Rim with all my poaa

ee■ione, and now it is the aapreme gift of God 

that I sert'e him with IDl' whole aod.~ • And tha.s 

he died. !hat ie the faith of oar people. And I 

would preaene that faith. I woo.l.d have that 

faith enter into yoar SOQlS like a great 

Do yoa know what religion la? It ie 

•J. great light.• It come ■ into 7oar eollls sa44enly 

and niftly and then barat forth with infinite, 

da11l1Dg rays and beoomes a brilliant light that 

endarea when all else ia dart and glooav, and 

heaTeD becomes a - place as near to 70a aa 7oar 

limbs, and God beoomea a realit7 aa near to yoa 

as 7011r own prayers. !bat ia religion. !he ollng

ing, the olinging anto God--"I belong to 11\V be

loTed, and JD7 beloTed belongs to me.• !hat ia the 

! 

11 
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faith of the Jew. 

B11t I wou.l.cl also baTe 7012 e;xpresa that 
I 

faith 1D a diaoipline that breathes love and 

~andlt7. I wolll.4 u.ve 70a. be faithflll to a Jewish 

41aoipline, a Jewish oond11ot. and lo7al to a Jewish 

organisation. to the ttotherhood of the aerwan,a 

of God. Yor mini 7012, the average man--and •• are 

all aTerage men--neela in hie pilgrimage throag.h 

life ga.ldanoe and coaneel and help, and they come 

throagh these agenoie■ whioh histo17 and tradition 

of three thoaeand 7eare have ea,abliahe4 • .ln4 when 

we rut.hleaal.y di•regard them, we denade the content 

of Jewish life,•• 1Dlpoveriah 1,, •• strip it of 

1,a glamoa.:r, of its eanotit~, of ita weatn•••• of 

1,a ohana, and we giTe to t.b.e &Terage man and woman 

nothing ,at a few abetraot principle■ that never 

feed the aoal; t.bat mq eatia~ the mind b11t oer

tainl.7 can neTer feed the aoal. 

OJi, I tnoa that ••ra .baa been oen•ared 

am orlt1olae4 and 4eno11noe4 b7 Christian apolo

getloa, and acoRae4 of narroane■■ and bigotry and 

lntoleranoe and rab,lnloin and PJl&ztlMln: I 

mow t.hat he hae been oalle4 the man who at1fl.e4 

the eplrlt of propheo7 in Iarael for flw handrel 

7ear1. :ea, I eq anto 70G men and women ,hat 1 t l■ 

not tr11e. Bara mew and mew ■o ••11 ·that propheo7 

O&ll ,. ■&Ted onl.7 when 1 t la •zPn•••4 lD rellg~, .. 

-11-
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obaenanoea, an4 organisation when it is embodied 

in inatitutions--when you mak "£ fence aroud the 

La.• We have destro7ed the tenoea around the lair, 

and we have trampled rollgA shod OTer the beautifD.l. 

ideal■ of Jniah life, so that even the spirit of 
s. 

propheo7 becoming silent among u . • 
I hope that rq disc11&aion of the three 

greatest peraonalitie■ of the Bible .haa left with 

7ou this conviction: that J.losea and Jeremiah and 

Bsra are more than peraonalitie■; that theJ an 

t7pe■, that the7 are influence•• that they have a 

meaaage for 7011 and tor me todq. lloeea the leader, 

Jeremiah the prophet, Esra ttie •u114er-•three great 

omrrenta of thogght in Jewish life, all of them 

aingling and joilliq into one nift and amooth 

channel that rlU18 down throggh the agea. 

!heir faith aholll.4 be oar faith; their 

i4eala eholll.4 be our ideal■• And were I to embo~ 

all their labor■ and all their prQ"era into one 

4.efini tlon, I · woald .have to go back to that clef illl • . 

tion of the prophet who said, w!hou haat been told, 

o.11 an, what ia goo&, and what the Lori 4oth re

quire of th•• to do ju■tl.7, to l•v• 119ro7.• Iha' 

le lh• wort of Jlo■••• of Jerellliah, of the prophet• 

•10 walt haabl.7 •1th tq ao1." ia the work of Bara, 

a 41■olp11D• ot oondaol ln J•l1h life. •~o walt 

lllmbJ.T wl,h tq Got.• 




