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AnDRESS 

"I { LIGH_ ----

C.,.. ·--~r .J 
~ ~ .LJ,!. J.: ' 

-------
It i with great ple sure that our co unity 

welcomes the friends •nd the dcle ate9 to the eleventh 

uin uennia con·ention of nhe In e~e dent Order of B'nai 

Brith . Not only tecau e the order of B'nni Birth ha been 

an is the American Je\ ish fr ternal or anization ~ar 

excellence , not only bee u e o • t fin ch·eye ents , 

its splendid phil~nthropic in the pat , kt ~lso , 

nd mo e so , beca se 0 the ~·ne s irit C • n..corme 

all ts endea ors in the c;t. 

The s m ol of B'nai ri h om is e inor --
li ht; and the moti ·e hi h actuate its 0 i e • 

.. 
in li .ht in love the B'n i ritb ' le for n n l s 

over three - uarters of a cent ry . 

I like the or aniza ion e peci lly bee use it 

is so true totes irit o Isr el. I eliove thee re 

n o two words that ade uately sum u the 1~ ion n ur­

pose , the life nd oul of Isr el , s the words "li ht 

and 10, .. e . n "Li t , 11 ,1hich eans truth , and "lo e" , J ich 

means service . The od o Israwl has always been a God 

of li ht end of love . "The Lord is my li 0 ht . " "God is 
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the Lord who showeth us liglt.n "And God hall be unto 

them the*** for an eternal li ~ t." The lic;ht that 

shines when all about is darkness; the light th t warms 

when the winds of untoward circum tance blow icy cold 

* * *. The perpetual li ; ht, the a iant sun , from ~f ich 

all life an .energy .L lov.r--that is Go . 

-nd Go is lo~e ~ccordin to the f ith o~ or 

people . God is iri tfie , orld an.. o he HO ~1 •• o er­

meates he ·w orld 1i th is love; · o 1 sa 11rate it v i 

.is love. All t hings are of ~od--CTan ife. tatio s , 

radiations of his o· n azzlin~ omni otence. Fore ·e~y 

sin t here is for iveness, ior every failure there is 

ulti te triu ph , for every e thore is stren th; 

at the turn of eve1 road t hee is God . And out of this 

golden con·iction that God is li~ht and love o~r people 

have fashioned the □inorah of li ht, the seven-branched 

candle stick, illuminating over-- departnent and e :-ery 

corner of human life. 

rnhe first of these branc.os of li .tis to be 

found in the reli ~ious ide ls or Ierael--li ht nd lo·e. 

Religion is not a tter of s ner titians, or drca1, ,or 

fears, --fear of t e rn '"n0\1 , fear o the future , fear 

o riests nd riestcraft, n witchcraft, of ooths ·,ers , 

en diviners, nd dcr rishes , an fakirs. od is li ~ht 

and love, one all-embracing. And all that .otle crew 

of men who .. rey, an s iri ts that "icti1 ize the o ul of 
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JPB.n , th t hol it onthrslle 

a.re rel e a t ed to the o 11 io 

of Israel , the unit o od . 

,,. the 1 

f r , 

1 of t e i 

I sometii~s thin tha o· r o vn , e i riftin 

a ain into a eli ion of ' pe sti tion . I en one loo-ks 

a out hi and ees the athetic e 1 nces o en end 

woucn tru lin , t iv n , seekin to enetr te he 

v il o the future , to desoend · tnt o the realm of death , 

to li ten to o, e inti. tion oft oso 1ho the loved 

and lost ; Jhen one ee 

in o .en ""'n 10 en to 

a real t vhic1 c nnot 

the • 1 ortunate cravin n 

tretch oa t their ans an 

ye rn­

touch 

e to ched tho hand of en , 

an see it the ejes tee e ce that Cut no een 

ith t e e·es o men , on ,._, to fear h t ou e 

d 1 -rt in - n to n nv o e o e tici 
' o 1 • i n 

of fear n dre s an s1 er tition . 

One doe not censu e it , one oee no criticise 

this eakness of our a e . Ones d t etic lly under tan a 

it . It i nu se~ b· sorro n bereavement; i et 

alive b·­

ui itivene 

it i the re~ult of the at etic in ­

o the c' ildren of en . ut eli~ion u t 

remain li ht an trut , lo e an ervice , an it 

u t not e an thin el • Our faith to r en a woe : 

"Th heaven~ belo 

children of en . " 

an the e ent 

unto od , the earth Re a e to the 

The f ture belon s to o , the pat 

along to en . Do not fret conoernin 

the future ; we are bl essed because e o it not ." o 

- 3 -
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one can know the futu e n"' live . " Tok.no the ... u ose 

of exi tence, to k.no·, of the tl1in s that re to e , i 

to beco e the rey of a fatali~m that vould deaden 

every ambition n every as ir tion of our i "OS. 

Do not fret concernin the fu u e, nd o not 

consult the , ood n t'e stick an t 1e ro conce -

in the fu ure. ather oft e 

the lon roud hat you and and nee.. o --> u.nd 

r. ine have traveled for cen tur· e , nd o the man~ o s ac-

les t.he have overco ~e . mhink r ther ~ t e ... reqent , .. .... 

of God ' s re t oodness, of the SLUlShine nd the usic 

tllu. t fill th '\i orld , of frien an flo ers, of e·ot ·on 

. sacrifice , of an . ion 0~ be nd an re::...ms 
' 

ven 

heavenly as iration . an t 1€ kn elin before the • re , , 

unkno n , WO ship , in love nd f'aith , Hi m vhose lory is 

unknown to u , but whose presen ce is mu.nife8t to u in 

every noble i pul 0 e of our mort 1 ay • 

h. brother of ni c , Jhen ou are lo 0 t ·dst 

t e doubts an erplexities o~ life, on t c 

of life f 11 lip autumn lea es u on hA of 

our life, 1hen o, a e in o , n t kno in~ 1 'e er 

t e hadow is he u~~ nee or t' en ;-o f...re 

ea tbroken o·e~ he lo s of one t nea .. .. de r 

to you , when your es lie i wrecl~a ~e aro 1nd 0 
' 

co e 

with me into the our souls and let us tjr 

tl e me e 
I 

find th intimations o od's kindnes nd 
I' 

-6-
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lo 1 e . 

o ~ou reme er , roth r of nine , Gods. ilin 

throu h the lo ·in e:es of -ou_ other , s he ne tle 

you close to her bosom? re ~ou inded of the de~ that 

God alked by your side throl the • iclds , t 1 illing 

you 1ith n estacyol.' lon""ing .t:O the fr a1a , unli ited 

stretches of life? o :ou recu.11 the da w1en God spoke 

to ou us you stood on the threshold of m nhoo , 

challengin0 you to duty, to lie and o e oncibi it~ 

o yo re e1 er the touc1 o the ~in~cr of Go"' u on 

you ~s you 1 ced the kiss o consecration u on her 

i~o is now the tren th an t'e 1o~e o o r li e. o 

you e e er i"vinc , u .. nfl ences. 

... ~n " .. o ,. 'o 0 n 

of C il" 00 
' 

in t e c:.. sion 0 'o , int e t 
' 

0 a. 0 
' 

in the i of , -- r 

fr id of 0~1orro • ? n 10 ,.. o~.. Tl o e 

h 

past , ~ho i , i .. h ··o u no\ , ~ ill ~e , it ·o in the .. s 

to co e . 1h ·1e Hi a o tmkn n, et ~sure that 

Hi w ys s of lot..s ntno 
' 

nd t..11 i pu.t 

are .. ace . 

I ~ i h t11a nen n o en ·toda,,.. coul.. ~ kc is 

all - tans i urin in 0 vho is 1it' them now , 

in the .. to come , vJhen the 

nd the uiet of the fit 
, . 

ete al li h , ":Of Sod. , e: spi111' 
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ritual 

Reli~iJ:1-.seid Judaism, i 

n act , lo··in ser "ice , n ctr htl intent . 

s er ice n 

" 0 needs he heart of ,an . ' 0 0 UC C not , 
. 1 so . uch the 1 r- , llt C C L 1 • 

0 ... 0 tol one o 

the reat the ei bteenth cen srae l 
. ~ 

Ben ..;.iliezer , tr te,. th&datti tu e 
. 

1th _, 0 on. 

It ~a. a Yorn ~i ~ ur 

day in the syn 0-.. lle , and 11 t Jew tbs city 

ere a se nbled in p a., er on t 0 rea.t 

the ear . Ll enl y n i ·1or nu from 

ca. e into th.-i n 0 ue . Ho s lost'""' ~n 

men ss le in the s na o ue . l e h""d ne 

o por unity o stu y ; he 

didn't· l:110 t' e ' .... lmlld . 

idn ' t lmmJ 

e ' t 

rn . . nd the eo le looke 

ilen hi . 

0 • e a. 

'e o 

C 

its ·ery 1 tter d ega . • i '1 li e n1s "'l o 

e w nte to y , t ~ne·1 not ho:v . ud 

olll - r sob , tho.t 0 ook 

great Zaic , ho tood ab orbed in rayer , 

- 6 -
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aloud , ff 0 •;as th t n ( ' .n the JOT i r tol , . ..... . 
l. • 

ff b T ' ~u t an i nor•nt Joi.~ 01 the ro-·ince . oes - J. 

, not e en lrno i nov 0 r<,;;;, • n the , die tu ned to he I., 

said , hildrcn , that . =ll ' 

ule , and , . er h .... s co e 

th one of God .. lmi '1ty , Jb . le our p er re still 
knockin in ··e.in u ... on the ates 0 Yen . f 

•:,. t :.r 1 ..... ina.rticulc:;. e lon i OJ. tb 0 0lll 

munion 1ic: ea A ... e 

.,,.,.. 

not 0 uch od , 
r el .. ·es in • _e1· ion el , ne OJ. r 

It li nother 
' 

he econor • c li e o·· n . 
J d i pre che li ht n, lo e n the econo ic rel tions 
0 en. "J tice •J·• ·lt t' ou ur ue . ' Gol. 1 he o o 

j ~stice , the od o: the 1i .. o: , n tho .rath rle 'J ' n 

the o ... resse , e.n --~ e enied , n, the en la of the rld 
.... nd Ju.d i m re ched li lit .... n love in the ocial rel • ons 
of en. I he e o od h re i no nt , 
no k"n n L b ·ect, no ri ile ed cla ea , n no i -

po9se sed cl ses . ~ uc tion,and cultu e , an ine ent , 
n ea.uty o bo ly , ac ·evement 

of • n l c:.re i ·ile e e 

which must e ~id or in a ed 

re on ihilitie. ".. n re y er • n 

unto erv nts . ' lrGo alon i~ Lll 

• icent 

n in incr 

t n n 

an in , n 

c· li .. 

ker, 

ed 

r· nts 

11 m n 
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arc is c ildren . 

An . ud ism brou· t li ht n lo·e i to t . e 

olitical rel tions of en . 

t11c se ·enteenth century the 

challen o the divine ri hts 

Do y u k o • , by , 

co le9 of uro e 

he en 

when in 

e ,0 

to the 

ld Test ment fo their s nction? ~nd \Jhy the u:,hol e s 

O.L di~ine ri hts an~ absolute sub . ission to the utho· ­

ity of royalty went to the Ne~ Te ·tament fo t eir 

authorit an~ ~ nction? 

I • ill tell you .hy . Li ten to t1is , of the 

_o ans ;-- the ad ice given to the membe of t he 

churc : 

s cc nto t he hi er 

0 1ers. 7or t ho~e iu n o ~er n ·" 0 • 
' 

c 10 ,er~ 

that e are or i e o-~ O'" • 

·, 'hosoe e , ther o e , re i.. e er, 

resisteth t e or i ance o Go • 
' 

ncl hey t t res· t 

sh 11 recei ·e to damnation . or uler are 

not a error to oo ' . t \JO e-vil O ·ks . • ·1 ho 

then not be afraid of th J po~er. Do t11 t 1 '1ich s 00 
' 

an thou halt huve pr ise 0 the a e. 0 t e ,. . n. 

is the ministe of God to thee or 00 • t if t 10U 

do th t wi ich ic:• e .. ·il , be a.fr id· 
' 

for he b :-.a.re th ot t11e 

s ord in ·ain • ' 
.Lor he i th in c;ter o Go • a re· er 

to execute wrath upon hi~ that doeth evil . 

or rath but al~o or co ,cicnce ake . 

-a-
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o for this ceu~e pa ye trib ute l .. o; or 

the are God's ministers attendin~ continuall u.on this 

ve • thing . ~ * *" 

!!ow , listen to t' is etti tu e o the Je 1 to 

k"n 0 s an pin 1-.• prero-ati ·es. The c ild en o.l'.' 

are .. king o· . Sar uel a :in to rule o 1cr the • 

rael 

".en 11 Ie ol"'ers o Is cl c....t'ered t e -

sel ~·c to_ether, n C C to 1 a. s 0 hi • 

' ehold, thou 1t old, n"' thy sons ,~al ot jn t~ CT 

\ a s. • O\'I - . male iS 0. k·ng to e like • 11 t~ e ot er 

nations. ' 
n ut the t in0 isplou. cd 1 . uel wl1en they i.) 

said, ' Gi •e ns a kin to., .J us . ' ..... n Sa ue 1 

prayed unto the ord . 

" u the Lo d s id u 1 o ... muel , ' c .... ken tinto 

the oice of the people in ull th t t '1e s y unto t ce; 

for they ha e not rejected thee, ut the~ b vc ejected 

me . '" 

The e. n on the par oft e peo ... le o a 

kin las in direct violation o t c wil od ' lf. 

"_.o ·J , therefore , sa et t e 

a kin • 1· t iarn t 1e n d··nce • in i 1 an 

unto the •• i~ i t C nner of the ln t ill • 

eion o?er OU: he ill t 1~e .,..0'1 'Ont'." n oin m 

for hi el • for 1 i ch· r·ots; e iill t e -o r 

dau hters to be confectionaries and cooks and nkers: 

he ill take you field an our ·ineya d n our 

olive yard~; and he ill take the tenth of your seed nd 
.9 .. 
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of 
your -ine. ~rd~ , and he will .ake you n erY n ts and 

maid 0 ervant~ , n your goodliest yon- en he ~ill t ke 

unto him elf an put into his iork . ~nd e ~ill t ke 

the tenth of our heep , n, ye sh 11 er out in that 

day because of our l..in- which ye .have cho en . Bt1t the 

Lord will not .hearken unto you.' " 

I believe it \JB. 0°c r Straus , in his ver 

ine book on " he Ori_in of ?epublica.n .c orm o Go 1'erne 

ment , n that very i teresting sate e t t 

t o u ' the , • n O\ o ho old it n churc 1cs · n e J 

"'n lan , t e ne ,-est looke fo uid nee to col 

ast . ...n t e re .,on vh e colon .e 

C DJ OffiO 

of .:.:.ill li .. e c tJ1e 0 ,iere s ur ated 

i-

1ith t c ide o the c rl- co r on\~· cal ·1 o the ... ebrews , 

beceu et e it o" iebraic de ocrac- u e n in-

fo 1ed the lea e an~ the reac ~er , ~ho ~e c the 

16aders in tho e d s • . n t , 7 .1.. ec 

colon - wa 

or 

of lav 

xiste 

men ; li 

o• n ed b o er 

orm of 

an i itat ion 

a tie mon Je' • 

nd the 

t d cod 

ea ble 

overn 1ent w11ich 

Ii ht n lo e in he pol itic 1 rel ion o 

lo e n the rol tion o ~an o an . I t 

w s t e , w th e e t e ea o hu n ro he 'oo . 

-10-
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"re e not all ro er . 

11 ." n it as 

co ~lete oleratio 

ath not nc l er ate 1 

.i , Spin za , ' o 

oc rinc 

ro -

e ·n 

, an i ' i -·o • ce tha 

ultimate : c ricd the p 1 .. '- o i e e 1 me 

the oul of Jen c ling fo ~ ere ter u1i ~ n co er 

cont act c.;;. on he chil reu of en . 

.. nd o ·e ls on tionP . T . 

~a. the e\ tb._.t be ide ]: 0"' un "e 

n eace ll en 11 t he lin n 

for m te i l ... ossession an izement . 

It n ... t e p 0 het o· Is el , in the ecstasy 0 hi re t 
lo e .1..or t e C i reno e ' t • sion ... d th a 'en 

11 shall e e ce , J e 0~ n the 
.. no le e 0 Go 

' 
o"'" its 1t n o.: 1 ve , 

t heir tools of estructi on int o • 1 en ("! l c-

n. 

n i 1as e e : ., 0 n" lo e 

in C rit 
' in 0 • 1 s h 

denounced the C ari 

t' w. t es t 1e i c-':ort me 0 on ' for 
t e sal"e of inin __ erson 1 , tion; tf e 

0 e ploi t s n un ~ lk 0 0 re e . ht 

0 en n /0 lou • 1 st • 1 , -' 
in ,--an ten · n t e t i 1 h hou 0 lli li e , il en 

t hin a. e slip in f 0 hi 
' be uea.th itt nee 

-11-



to ale i con .. c: nee or the c 
.J • 

Ch ri t i. , 1 ·e • 

• brothers n is t e s co e to n , t o , ured 
( f &,--:, 

o 1e ' s thre hhold. , be 0 
i) 

---
or lms , cnt 

to 
I 

out into the reat ~ 1 t int o t'e hi ~hv1 '""n t e 

one ' 0 bother a sister ... , and 

hem not o coin s , one. ~ et o.f c ue, :e .!. e, rl"! l not ~ 

o .i:- thin f? 
- t 

. li.t 0 0 ·er:"' 0 1 . . 0 -, '4 
one ' ·e?y o ·e , 0 ... n ' ·er .. e_f . .. ·t :"I .. 

of I rael--one lo ou~ or h O J. 

• lltr .. in i e ... r . on of n fe . 

t the irit o 

l c ~kin to the ·r · t of I· ael . It ha 0 s i ·en to 

• of our lo • n t e • of 

ou peo le . ha~ tied to e true to its ide ls 

U.vtice , 0 e ut..li • t 0 e oc "'ac . I .... o rew.l · ze , 

ac- few 0 niz tions rea1 · ze , tho ro 1 me nin nd 

purpoc,e 0 philanti op· . J n ins i utions of lo ·e 

re e'"'·i ence of the fact i t 11 s ra pe t'e t uth 

em 0 ied · n the it' o.Z OU people . It h s Ull lo ·e 

an • t o.s S O ll t bt . I j o.s k oin he r e nin 0 

harmon -- 0 her 00 .. • 
' 

7e a e tol 0 0 oil:Jo h 

• in the nctoar . ., 0 t C · one O'. 0 

on 1 . . lock o· ol • e ·en a C e 11 ni ~ J t ' 
in ~ nd s • _, if$;- .', 11 .cor .. n e ence II nee ea 

-1 -' -
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f ahioned out on one ass . ~n soi life , a soi the 

nether co· -.•iction. One 

one 

or.lie theorie .. , and t..11other 

one W and ano her anothe 

0 n 

conser "a T in eco -

But ~o on as 1. the 

stems mo e ~o n to ne base --li 6 ht end lo ·o , ser~ice .... n 

sacrifice --so lon - can there e real ha~ on a on t e 

c1il ren of men. 

- y Go bless the ork of this or niz tion . 

/hen it e n ~eventy - seven years go , Isr<;..el Is .... h n -

flll ~ oda•,. , bJ uhe r cc O..i.. od , it- ha. 

a three millions . lew 

ro ne condi · on ve 

ari en . P"' S JOUr org.niz t·on ~ill e an red 0 

sco.e , to i cnti i t e 1 f ·1 i h c 1J en it 

'·ch he o ent t'e OCCu ·on necos i 

lon a 0 it ·11 true to ine 

\ i 11 be a le . ) i i'1 "o t old . 0 

C i .• i .. 

c .... l , it 

e orl 

to ay nee ~ li ht an love . • e tal, of in ·titution , 

0 -

e talk of legi letio4s , e t~lk o~ tro tics , 1e t lk 

of lea.gueC'! of nations , b t I tell ou man an women the 

re eneration o ill be b~ou ht a out not by 

deed , not b la~ , n not be en ctients , n no~ by 

tribunals ; the e cneration o ociety ill e brought 

a· ou thro 0 h the urific tion of tle ouls o en , 

-13-
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th··ough the refinement of their passion n I • eir 

se 1ti ents, th 'OU h the ennobl i n of their ideals . 

1he reel s(.;4lvntion 

only rJhen ea.ch m ..... n and eac 

or hersel 
' 

le ns tha t Go 

realize that o l· a s •• e 

of humanity will be oun 

I Q n, in an 11~f 

is love, ~ tlatt tH:,e:!s 

\N--c,.. 
on - as UJc; wJJJ il to 

k:,t.v..( 
e toot rs Mad. 

others ins"' iration for our0 el ~Jes, u lon a. 

the sh ckl.es o • reed n elfis:nes .. , an 0 t T6 
~~ 

the multi-

tudes 

so lon 

oi men apci women, who nee 

1ill t~el:i~h 1 0 l 

d mnation • 

as c...nd ,1hom e need, 
-;j/1 

on to ultimate 
I 

• h t tl e ~orld need to y is = 'e •ival of 

· reli ·on, ot evival of ll 
~ 
or titilon 

' 
no re-

vival of .. irituw.lisms, not~ rac1~.:.mongerin 
' 

not 

after ha.ling 0 tJ1i 0 o· th t 

hat the WO 1 needs to a,7 is a seekin or 

a healin0 of the b 
. sed an t e st .. ·e otA.l 0 n, 

th t oul that s been .. teepe in t11e "ire, :i n th 

ve r:i~ cec pool o·"' a~ r_eo i1 0 ( nd 

a.ni 0 it for i ·e :fpetfnl· ea T ·o r l ne s 

a <..• ... iri tu .... 1 b th· f the ·Jorl .. needs 0. "'l ··r in 

the un ~ in 10-·e of 0 indiVellin in he . o 1 0.l 

men. 

-14-
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lon es ~ our or n • zation, on t e i an, .. 

others, ill continae to rem in trae to its "deals-- ~...., 
~I 

broth1::rly love, her ony, lH)rlefieewee-, iilga1i. and J Aa;ir-
I 
I 

so lonJ ~ill it continue to be bles'"'in to the 

household of Israel, nd blessi g o h· 1 nit . 

1, 

II 
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