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1s_ God' a 1iiFetli.r ~ .,::,e;:~~ CJZ. A.r..--· 

,.via t~ ,~~ill& hli ••W:••■ -• sr:we 

· sa,-11:~&-\\,r.-, ~n7Gl11:'%:-ft.;:iic.~.;;,~ .. ~ MT,.........,Jl/1 

... - ,. 
"'°' ~•L=•~for we begin to see in the clay man.~ 

• the earth man, the eigne and 1llfe imprints of 

divinity. 

One f the most beautiful poems that have 

come oat of the great stra.ggie wae written by one 

who himself led in the war. It is called, "The 

Gifts of the Dead." 

"Blow ou • you bugles, over the rich dead! 

There' none of these so lonely and poor of old, 

These 

Sweet 

• has made us rar er gifts than gold • 

the world away ; poured out the red 

of youth; gave up the years to be 

and joy, and that unhoped serene, 

call age; and those who would have been, 

Their sons ; they gave, their immortality. 

Blow, bugle, blowl They brought us, for our dearth 

Holiness lacked so long, and Love and Pain. 

And paid ia subjects with e. royal wage; 

And Nobleness walks in our ways again; 

And we hav come into our heritage." 

In the days of the war I more than once 

expressed the thoaght, which was then perhaps merely 



• 

• 

• 
/ 

a hope and a prayer of min, that the awful carnage 

might reveal to the •~es of men the sanctity and the 

nobility of hwnan life; that men might learn to re­

vere life, to regard it, even when found in the 

hamblest and lowliest of God'• children, as something 

divine, something that must not be pollQted or harmed 

or rendered ugly in the world. 

I said more than once that the war wrote a 

new epic--the epic of the common man. That the war 

has shown how the ordinary and the average and the 

conmon man--the baker, and the clerk, snd the steve­

dore, and the miner, and farmer lad, m~n whom you and 

I would scarce suspect of greatness--will respond to 

the challenge of the moment, to the urgency of the 

occasion, in SQCh a SQblime and wonderful fashion as 

to startle us into reverence. 

I .have maintained that the acts of heroism 

and bravery, not alone of the few that were singled 

out for distinction, but of the millions of men who 

stood .there day after day, and week after week, and 

year after year, who grambled and carried on, and 

grambled and carried on, in spite of the soal-crushing, 

deadening, wearying monotony of it all,--that these 

men have shown QB what a won<lerfQl thing the baman 

soal is, and how dreadfmlly cruel and stupid we are 

when we take these fine sous that aN ca able of 

auoh wonderfal emotions and let them lie tallow, an-





• 

• 

• 

developed. anca.ltivated, llllins red. 

of their dying they have tao. ht a.a a new reverence 

for life. And they inspire s. friends. not alone 

by the manner of ba.t by the things for 

which they died. it is a trite thing now 

to say that these sixty hoasand American boys. and 

these foa.rteen hllildred housand French boys. and 

and democracy. I sup ose these words ring n.ther 

And yet it is trae that they -
died for peace and democracy. and they have not died 

in vain. We are not yet privileged to see with oa.r 

own eyes the i1■etiet1■t res ult s of their sacrifices. 

We are as 
~, 

, 

The Civil War did not end slavery. The Civil 

War did not emancipate the slaves; only in a very 

narrow and limited sense did the Civil War emancipate 

the slaves. It will take decades more and generat i ons 

before the negro in the United States will receive 
-w.J to~~ --,--.·-­some sort of political and eootlomic ·~1 eqmality 

A 
in this land. !he Civil War jmst cleared the jmngle 
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and -,a vet the way '-forAslow, patient, heart-breaking,C~ 

behalf of ion. And 

great war did not establish democracy and did not 

establish peace, but it cleared the jungle and re-
. ~~ moved tla obstacles and 1erM the way for us, the 

living, throag• the coming years. efforts, li9 

sacrifice, and at- struggle, to achiev ocracy and 

peace. . .. 
I 

The worl today is at war. The worl today is 

stil en with king and petty ty nts and 

thiev ng diplo ts, and many of the fine h es which 

we ha entertai ed during th , to naught. 

The world today especially elands of e tern 

EuroRe, is in a burning mise 

seen There are ravages 

ation and u.nger . the• over, ens of 

t of the ve 

of 

Two week ago -r. Dav son, who is t e chairman 

of he American Red Cross, e this tragic annoa.nce-

men : "Whatever our attitude awards the Le of 

Nat one, or our apprehensions regarding for ,ign entangle­

men a, I feel 1 is essential that the peop e of the 

Uni ed •••tear alize that on of the moat errible 

enacted within 

hmnan race 

e broad belt f territory 

-e-

being 

lng between 
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the Baltic and the 

reports which come a.a make it bat in these 

war-ravaged lands ivilization is 

bereavement, an snffering are 

ken down. Disease, 

sent in practioall7 

insnffi-
cient to 

children 

life tolerabl , and 

appli 

the astating pl 

to be f 

once 

neither medical 

sufficient to cope with 

-ln6,, ti:11• ADI Jnia au, Ileen W 6Wh11id bfeft-

1&& ! aad._,c signing of the armistice in Bovember, 

1918, did not a.sher in the millenniwn, ba.t it woal.d 

be &1J1tra.e to .say that the war a bean 
~ vain, and that the sacrifices o f t,~brJJILIWIJ.11.&.1_.l• ... ••• 

~ 
h I proved fa.tile. The gains for a freer life,~•••----

•••e for greater democracy, tu 1ntr1 for the rights 

of the sa.bmerged and the denied peoples of the earth, 

and••• !•iMs for the ultimate establish ~ nt of nniver -

sal p:~~e are real, and ~ b~~ •••••••• .. •itt., more 
vital~ore visible, as l1fe a1m11 er. Bnt t remai 

:-( for a.a to see that these gains are - ••l 

Vbttahl IHI ~~t~ma1µor us to take up 
the torch which~--•' ii$ ltaaxa into oa.r hands. 

It 

of for which~men gave of their blood is 

41aa1pated and 
' 

and gambled awq in oounoila 

- FM, (lw>, w. -'/,-~-·~. 
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aad he rtalck not 
~y 

wh t happened 

l'alh1ngton, h • of 

• goY•rmn•t and t polltlo intelligence of the 

noh oondit 1on1 o•eible; fot- th11 oil ,cand 1, 

with 111• 1o1on 

off1o1al1 and 

upon d.emoc rat 

oil 1omd l 

two individual but 

ve 'beapattered 

D\DDeft)Ua 

d 

t at itt very and fount inh 

S'J•tem preying 

I a,r, thi1 

fear, the laat. 

On n bllt one 

need bu.t re 11 th l lapaee 1n gove yeara to be 

'2". red n t by the incident I but 1"/ a nd 1t1on wlich ke• th••• 1nc1denta 

po eible,- tho ft trat1on, the Yal'lou• 

by 

Veter 

•uoo es1ve 

, the Al 1k 

e u aca d. 11,-- all 
,,.,. 

t ion of public land1 

ar protiteerillg, th• 

, and all th• work not 

of in• ifioant olit1o 1 figure■ on of/I foreigner,, 'Nt of im»or\ant an 

r•pt=~~:!! i&heat tn•_:;_ '!-:.1~~ ~~ . 1 {.'. 
1 

A 'le are t~hg money to thin of goTer1111111nt. The only tW we 

clo think of o••mment l• when we h v bani t • , ( •' th• ••• •••• unlaa1• 

•••••--•~•••tll••st•ffBll .. t-• =1'aellhs~••-4•--~•-...--t•••t •' •• •116111~ 

irk1ome d •xo•• ive; at all other tim•• we are 

oontent to let ovemment lone. e re ent governmM 1n terterenc·• 1n our 
l 

&fl.air•, and we a oontent not to interfere ,...m th• affa1" of .. o•• 

1,. I L 

••t•, if we Tote at all, b,- p,.ri1••• .. uom ,topping to refle~- -!..Z:, 
a,u.'if:.' .. r~ ~~ Ar-~ 

th .. t neither of \he politioal anS,,1 no· ha• the-W1~1te■ t r••a fer •:d•t•••• 
£1 ~~•'t41 ti, ,I rh. .. 
So that the high prlYllege nd the graye rey1>0n1l tr of ruling th111nat•9' 

repabllo on earth, of guarding nd gu.141 th 11Y•• of hunclNcl ua4 tn aUlion1 

ot people, are left 1n th han41 of th• prof•• ional pel1t1o1an1, .. • who an 



ln ~6,Yn~~-~~ publlc •rylo• 

mediocr1tie ~ry • reon " o 

a. 

but for 

I 
r1• t• g 1-~ often ~ 

v• not tuo ceeded yery well i n th• ir 

-.. ve entere olitic1 for the 

money th t 1 in it, or the influM10 th t 11 in 1'\. 

9l .. 4 o tio lnaU\uUon 'lln4•r lob we 11• , we puroha•4 /,.7 

.,. loo and ta orific , re h ded o to u1 an entrusted into 

our ••P . The d orat1c ex er nt 1• auch an uncen 1n one, 10 tenuoua, 

to el1o t , t t on y the loy lty of th fi ne.t n the trueat heart, 

o n ••P it fro utter f ilure and 41 et r. .l aonarchy, th 

11 it f 111 , <: oeede, nev rthel•• , v ry o fton 1n g1Y1ng r1•• to a no bl• 

t it on of ublic onio in f noble f ill a, wher tho art of Yernment 

1 oultiv ted, ••• olitlc l 

n ed d r1oh h rit 

. 1uch tr dition l o elleno io 

on th rk of ov rnm nt. 

city d dmini t ti.Ye 1 dom are cultivated 

from one en• t ion to other. Dlmocraoy 

d • rit , ao oh noble f amilie• to carry 

Deo O CY uet O 11 C Oil t inuou ly cl.r l>Y 4 UJ)OD the mln~cl .. 

~~•: an if th intelligence of a demoo racy ahun• goverwnt, 

f th o 1 living under 

aovem t, exc pt 1 t oor.ie d 1peotacu r, or except a• 1, 

touch•• their omaoh1 d their •• , thon d•oo racy t 1neY1 t bl.J fall 

into th bu of th u r , ,,I the be\ r•r and the lcb ••r ,1 the lancl. 

• h ~•,tomebow, bl dly • N that the claeo t1o fona of gnem-

aent th oet erfeot fo 1n the rlcl. It •J be, lNt we oena1n11 ••• 

not yett ena blilhecl t t laot. Dllloo 
,v 

i oen inly not•• effloS..t~ a• 

o pt nt, •• fonaa of gov• en\. Dllaoor&Of ha• oert.ainlJ not 

1 rocluoe<l • rlo r t1 of l i•lator or dmlnl•trator. or nperior trp• 

of Ju41o ry. On the eoatrar,, it •• • •• if d oner 1• reduolng etan4-

1'41 of o•• •nt to th low 1-,yel of general ae41oorltr an t.ncoapneno • 
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and in aeoret sessions. 

You men, especially yoQ young men, who fo11ght 

• in the war, who have had that wonderful experience 

that few men have in their lifetime, must carry on 

the work. You men of knowledge and men of vision 

must carry on the great work, and you must bring to 

it a spirit of great love. 

Ah, men and women, this torn and tortured ~ 

world of ours needs today more than it needs food, 

a little love.Tis tom world of charred far sand 

ruined hear he, of deeolatton nd starvation, of 

hates,and passions,and feuds, and grudges, this world 

that for five years was steeped in a veritible cess­

pool of hate, needs more than it needs anything else 

in the world the balm of reconciliation, the balm of 

real, haman brotherhood. 

the day of retribution and vindication ia past. 

The day of universal sympathy and reconciliation and 

mutual concession and forgiveness must now come in. 

It is sometimes necessary to crush a foe; it is some­

times necessary to incapacitate an en•IDI' and render 

him incapable of further harm. It is sometimes even 

necessary to punish sin and transgression, but it is 

never, never necessary or becoming or worthy to hate. 

And only as we take,in th~ tasks of tomorrow,a spirit 

of love, of kindness, of forgiveness, of helpfulness, 

' 
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o rao7 ••• to pal ' ·
0 169..., of t11e,_,a:i,.,!'ilee-amt·,-in-nUJmr~ 

•11--.,·- 1111>•rior ability. 

ow, I o 01 o tor •• llenoe, th t excel18DI• 

d oy no, lnoo tibl•. A to or OT rma-. whioh c glv rla• to 

L1Dooln, an • n lt, n 11 11, l t 1 roun for np•rur 

t •--•t CJ 0 o of it lt. oy, fter 1, 1• only an id , 

t.ho • It 1 1a0t 

y 

pl , 11•1 

loy1 th 

.t tion, 4• - 1 lty 

thiq. It O t ltMlf 1•• 'lrth to - rlor 

n thi o tlo ,-..,-e • NN th• 

tho • If f ll, ... _ ,...., raey ln lneln t a► 
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May thie Memorial Day bring to ~e the holy 

reaol ve to profit b;; the death of the heroes -

~. by the manner of their death, and by 

the things for which they died. Let 11s gain a new 

oonaeoration and a new devotion for the great tasks 

of tOmorro._ ~· ~~~ 
~~~t$' ~~~- ~ ! 
I~ ~ r:x. . ~~~ . 
f4 <--'~~ -~ 
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