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IbntdmS ff ilUI ABBI I. SILTIIR, om - - -
"SOD :PI0!I0IS ilOU! fHE aw." J.! THI -- --
f111PDI, StJIDJ. Y KORI IIQ. OCtoBEB }l, 

1920, ClaVELUD, OHIO. 

Ignoranoe, rq ~r1en4a, 1a the mother of all 

nperati tioa. WheJS ■en do not lmow the faota, the7 spin 

fanoiea, and out of their lu:uriant i■egi.nat1ona the7 

weaye fiotiona about th111g■• We 1ug1ne all aorta of 

1 illpoesible thing■ about strange llll4 foreign 1••pl••• •• 

tear an4 auapeot th•• !he ro■anoer 11110 tries to write a 

ator7 of great ill:prebabilit7 ohooaea for hiaself acae 

clistant uoal7 in •1oll to plaoe hiapoea. 

When••• eeek ~or al oat iapoas1ble thing, 

like the l'ount&ill of Youth, the7 plaoe it 1a some little 

no• continent. I remember during ll7 earl7 da79 , in 

the ■elodramaa that were popular in thoae da79, the man 

of ailliater mot1Te■, the man of dnlliall 4eT1oe■ &DI 

intrigue was allloat aJ.wa7a a Chinaman; and of all people 

ot the eartl,., the ah.in••• are perhai,a the moat hUJNlJl, the 

ao■t peaoe-loYing, tbe l aat ha!llfa.l of human 'be111g■• And 

19t beoauae he ••• 11 ttle knon, imagination awa,liel .. 

hi.JI and wrapped him up in tanoiea am fP1ot1ona Whioh 

ware not altogether oe11plillmtar7 to hill. 

!he I••• because he waa for o•turie■ •trangel., 

i•ola,ecl an4 ghettetisd; beoaue oloae, f•ili&r oolll&ot 
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w1 'th the noa- •• waa rendered iapoaai bl• b7 ouato■ anl 

legialatioa. b oame just noh a ••i-■Jt)lioal oha:raoter 

in the world. • It is really r•arkable how little tbe 

average intelligent non-Tew mows about the aot11&l, liTiDg, 

real Jew. !hoe• ~ you who have had contact with the non-

Jew. and more esp eoiall7 tho■ e of you who have perhape had 

the opport121li t7 of meeting him in the smaller ci tie• of 

'this land or abroad, now what a terribl7 distorted 

picture the average intelligent Christian has of the Jew. 

llost of his intcma.ation oame fro■ his SUD1la7 . 

aohool, and the Jew hae remained ia his aind a sort of a 

aeai-Biblioal., uotio, strange cmraoter, wrapped up in 

r'IDlor, and hear■a7, and legend. Cono erning the aotual, 

living Jew as he 1• in hie flesh, it is astounding to 

find how utterl.7 naiTe, not t a 7 uninformed, the no11-

Jew ia. 

It is like an experience, altogether trite in 

it■el:f, whioh oame to IQ noticse a few years ago. whioh aa7, 

in a wa7, illustrate what I have in aind, if an illuatra-

tion is at all neoea■ar7. I waa duri11g those da79 making 

a tour through the state of West Virginia 1D the intere■t 

of WOll&ll ■uffrage--aa7 God account 1 t unto •• to m7 credit. 

I oame to a little town,, and aa I alighted ff• the traill, 

I looke4 around for a comnittee that waa to meet me. · I 

wa1 te4 for some time, 'but no one approached u. aDl finall7, 

a little diatanoe off, I ••• a group af tllr•• woaen ataaf_ 

and ■tare at••• I stood an4 ■tared at th••• An4 



• 

• 

• 

~1aall7 the brayeet of the three approached M and •a14, 

"Par4oa M, but are yc,u Rabbi Sil Ter?" I aa14 7911. 

"11h7," aha aa14.. "goodness. graoiou, B.abbi, where 1• your 

In th• aiad of this dear fJtien4 ti.re wa■ a 

piotmie ot a llillieter in full oriental regalia, 4reeae4 

11.p as perh&Ja Koeea and Aaron were in the old, big, family 

Bible■• It is a trite stor7, but it ia illustrative of 

just enotl7 what I have in m1D4--the 11&iTit7 ot the 

average intelligent non-Jew conoern,ng the Jew. 

I remember during the terrible da19 of the war, 

here 1D the ci t7, Tery early one aorning--all too earl7--

I reoeived a telephone message. I picked up the receiver 

and a woman's Toioe •e at the other end of the wJ.re, and . 

in great pertvbation, 11:lth trembling Toioe, this poor 

woman asked me, "Bab\i, tell e, is the world coming to 

an en4?" I aail:, "Jly dear woman, wily do you ask thi• 

question so earl7 in the morning?• Sh• ea14 ahe had 

react the Bible the night before am had had a night mare. 

I said, "fhat is ve~ likely." She aa14, "Babbi, thia 

1a ~rmagetdon, isn't it? !his is the beginning of the 

eecoD4 colling of the Kessiah, isn't i\T And are not all 

the Jews going to return to P&l.eatineY• I aa:lA, "117 dear 

lal7, I don't mow. Aa for lllJ'Self, I haven't paokel ie•. • 

One wonder■ 11h7 there is 80 11tti. correct 

information abou.t a people that haa 11Te4 for two thouaaDl1 

7eara •oq the noa-Jna, am the •ner ia, of oour••• 

apparent•-••here •• •• oontaot; there wae no exchange anl 

• 



interchange of ideas; there was no attanpt to mow. Anl 

b oause of this lack ot information there was suspicion and 

f ar, an4 because of fear there was hatred, because people 

• hate the things the7 ~ear. 

• 

• 

Bow, aome of the things that have been spoken 

' -.n4 ••Yen in the minds of the non-Jew oonoerning the Jew 

are deserving of some coJDlllen t. In the first place, we are 

frequently acoused of being so criminal.17 wealth7; we are 

rich. In 19ars gone b7 we had cane to look upon this as 

sort al a compliment, but today the p-.or rich man has got 

to apologize for hie wealth; especially a people, because 

this superstition, this notion that the Jew is in control 

of practically all the weal.th of the world is back o~ 

auch of the anti-Semitism of toda7. 

It is aaid that the Jew controls goverDment 

because he controls capital; that the _Jew makes war because 

the capitalist profits ~rom international war. I remember 

the 4ay in Paris when I met an Englishmau--an intelligent 

EngliehnM11 he nell called himself a hee 1'h1Dker. and a 

Socialist, and •at not,--•• were chatting with one another, 

aDl he hadn't gone very far llhen he said, "Babb1, don't 

7011. think, reall7, that the Jews are responsible tor this 

war?" 

thia war was brought about by capital. Who are the 

people in control ot oapital in "h• worl4T !he Rothoh114a 

and tlleir group• in bgl&na, Jlrauoe, Germua7--neryahere." 

low, the ■al :part about it ia that the Jew, aa 
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a people, ia •ong the poor••• of the earth. !hose ot 

701l lllo have perlllpa trueled • bit in the Orient. in 

lgnt, in Asia Minor, remember ho• ahoeked you were, how 

hwail1ate4 7011 were. not onl7 by the povert7 but by the 

ooaplete destitution, the pa11.periaa d tens ot thouaanda 

of oa.r Jan. !hose of 7oa. Who have traveled through the 

pale of Jewish settlement in Baatem Bu.rope will reoall 

how the hllDdre4a and thousand■ of the■ liTed on the yerge 

ot p0Tert7--the terrible. bitter ocapetition aaong them 

for the oopeok, and the grosh, and the penn7, to keep 

them &liTe. !hose of you Who w111 r eoall the aluaa ot 

the great oitiea of London and Bew York will mow how 

the nst majority of the people, it not actually p0Yert7-

stri oken are ill oomtant danger of ainking into the 

Ot course, •• h&Te our wealthy Jen. It would 

be aurpriaing if a people of fiftea aillions, thrift7 

and industrious and 1.lltelligent, should not produce its 

financial giants. But the7 are so notioe4I A Jewish 

millionaire is like a oandle lit in a darlc roo■--it flares 

up. !he non-Jewish millionaire is lllce a oandle lit in 

a well lighted rooa--it make ■ no showing at &11. 

Along with thia fiction oonoerning the wealth of 

the Jew ooaes thia other tiotion--tbat the Jew does not 

produoe; that the Jew 1a olll.7 a go-between; that he 1• 

u:elu1Te17 a a14dlemaa, and beoauae ot that he 1a &11 

exploiter who 11Tee oft other people; that he, himself, 

-•-
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produce■ nothiq. low. the people who make thle oharge 

are ga.ilt7 of double-dealing. If capital is wrong. if 

oapital is UJ1justifie4, then the Ohristiaa capitalist au.at 

be equall7 cr1t1c1ze4 and denounced. If capital in the 

aodern syste o1 social and econoaic organisation ia a 

neoeaaity. then the Jew ought not to be blamed :tor being 

a oapit&liat. 

Those who attack the Jew for beillg a oapi talist 

are inevitabl7 playing to the philosoph7 and the theor7 

of bolaheTiaa. If it were true that all Jewa ware 

'business men. engaged in mercantile pu.rsuita, men of 

oommeroe and not producers, it does not at all follow that 

because of that they are drones and parasites. l>istribu­

tion, as society is organised today, is equally u 

iapartant aa production. ithout oommeroe, W1 thout a 

distribution of produce, induetr7 would soon oome to a 

atandatill. It is canmerce that is responsible :tor 

praotioall7 ••er7 great ciT1lization in the history of 

the worl4. Ancient Phoenicia. Carthage, Greeoe. R011e, 

Spain. Ital.7, Holland, and Dow Bnglam, owe their greatnes■ 

as auoh to their oonaeroial policies as to their innate 

capacities for greatnesa. .lnd if the •n initiate4 

commerce, &D1. instigate4 or encourage4 it in all part■ of 

the worll, o1Tilisation 1a greatl7 1Dlebte4 to hill for 

that inestimable service. 

Jurthenaore, if it were true that the Jew •• 

uolu■1Tel7 a buaineaa ll&Jl, he has DO one to thank that 

-•-
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fact for ~ut tha Christian; for it is the non-Jew ti.t 

uclucle4 the Jew ~en the trade hall■, that made it 

impossible for him to cgage in productive 1Ddmtr7. It 

is the non-Jew that prohibited the Jew :rrom engaging in 

agriculture. Up to 1800 al.moat ner7 oountry in Bu.rope, 

and up to 1815 some of the■, and up to 1910 Buaaia an4 

Rmaaraia, prohibited the Jew froa holding land and fro■ 

engaging in agriculture. 

The Jen originall7 were an agriculture 

people and not a commercial people. The life of the 

B1,1e is not the life of the tra4e•&11, it is the life of 

the faraer--the pastoral life, the patriuu life. Why, 

even Joaephus, as late as the first century of the common 

era, makes the statement that we Jews are unlike the other 

people. !rhe7 are mero1µ1tile people; we are a farming 

pe opl• 11 Ting illlaDll , &D4 our ant ire ooncern is the 

rearing of our children and eduoating them in the law 

of 011r fathers. 

I •T, even if it were true that the Jew were 

e%elu11'el7 a capi taliet, hie ia not the blame. But it 

is not true. i'hoae who mow conditions as the7 actuall7 

are, mow that among the m.% or ■even millions of Jen 

that llTe in Russia, and Poland, and G&lioia, ~• •3erit7 

of th• are Bll&ll artleana, --hundred■ of thORs&Dda ot tha 

in the woolaD■ milla and the cotton ailla and the tobaooo 

taotor1••; oarpenter ■, and outtera, ant painter&, &DA 

buil4en. ~o■ e who are aoftall7 aoqu&intel with 

_,_ 
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oonditiona know of the hundreds of thouaanda of Jews in 

this c011lltr7 and in England Who are engaged in the needle 

industry, and the shirt industry, and the cap industry . 

It is not true that the Jew does not wish to 

work. It is true that conditions for centuries have so 

hemmed him in, so confined him, ■o constricted hie 

aotiTities that he has been driven into certain channels, 

for which act he is now being criticized. 

A.nd along With these two charges that the Jew 

is wealthy and that he does not produce, oomee a third 

charge--that the Jew is devoted to the accumulation of 

wealth. If that were true he would have no one to blame 

but his non-Jewish friend, too, because the onl7 means that 

the Jew had whereby to receive the recognition of the 

world, to force retegnition and acceptance, waa mone7 

wealth and the power that came with it. As a human 

being he was ostracized, and denieA, and mocked. Ria 

only chance in life la7 in the ability to gain power 

through wealtll. 

I aay, if that were true that the Jew were so 

oompletel7 addicted to the task ot aoodul&ting money, 

hie is not the blaae. But is it true? I read that 

W1 thin the few 19ars that the lobel prize, awarded for 

exoelleJ107 in science, and art, and literatizre, has been 

in exiatenoe, aeven Jews have been so honored. I look 

about me in every a. epartment of bvmaa acti Yi t7--1n 

philoaop~. in aoienoe, in medicine, in mgineering, 1D 

-•-
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the two or three that atmd out preeminentl7 one or two 

or three Jen . 

!he Jew • neyer ad.cli cte4 to aoaq. If iD 

this land •• have shoa that w&Jr:neea, it ia b oauae •• 

haTe reaote4 11110:t:17 to the gmeral tone and spirit an4 

p&81ion ot the oiYilisation about u8. 1h11 land 18 80 

big, 'thia land ia ao rioJl, this land oan be ao easilJ' 

exploitel that the llilliona who have ooae here have 

thrown themaelv•• ooapletel7, ~th all their en rgie■ 

and with all their clnotion, iato the ~ut: ot exploi tiag 

the physical reaouroea of thia cmti eat; an4 the Jew ha■ 

followd ■ui t. 

Bd it 1a a li'bel 1114 ■lama to 11a7 that the 

J wiall ideal ot lite is material auooesa. !he Jewish 

icleal ot li:t • • at all tille■ learning. I recall a 

••Jina ot the Babb1•--•A ■ohol&r of the l011eet ooial 

aoale. a 80holar lllho 1■ an outoaat, 1a prefer ble to the 

hippr ieat who 1a • 1po • " I rea4 another sayiag 

d the Jlab•i•--"A father ma7 •• leave out hie 4aqhter 

before a 4eYouring lion rather than m&ff7 her off to a 

• wh 1■ a ltoor aD4 an ipor u. eTen thoug)a he be 

• altll7." 1Dl7, ,ou mow the 1 eal of the Jewi■h h • 

tr tiM ---or1al--1t • learn1,.. 8114 ■oholar■hi • 

Ill• " " •• 1ihe ua who ■1ioo4 • the g)le■t. 

the ■aJaolarl7 Je111■Ja Ute. th• Jelli■la life wu at all 

ti •• 1•na4el 7 aa 14e&l to be "tla• ■enaat ot ao1. • 

... 
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It the Jew were intereated in aoneJ, in euccea■, 

in colldort and in luxur7, the Jew would have aesiailated 

long ago • On the contrary, he remained true to his ideal 

in spite of povert7, and miser7, and persecution, and 

oppreasion, and exile. "In spite~ all this, in spite 
• 

of all the trials and tribulations that now descend upon 

ua, we have not forgotte11 fll7 •-•" 

Our people has at all times been a r oe of 

idealists, wlll .-re read7 to give up their homes, the 

countries in which they lived for centuries, and all the 

happy associations~ childhood; the oom:forts of home, 

~iendship--everything, when their ideal was threatened-­

everything rather than deny their God. 

But along with these fictions there comes yet 

another, and that is the fiction of Jewish solidarit7, of 

Jewish 11Dit7. We are a olosel7 lcnit, unified group, that 

is ready to fight · the whole world if need be. 

read■ like a compliment. I wish it were true. 

.And that 

But that 

argument is now being used b7 anti-Semite■ to conTey the 

impression that this Jewish aolidarit7 means a oonspirao7 

on the part of the Jew to UDdermine Christian civilisation, 

to deatro7, dethrone and alter it, and then get control 

of the whole of the world. 

I sa7, I wiell it were true that we were a 

unifl. ed, united people; we woul4 stand ao noh strongu-

if we were. When I look about me, fro• •1 lmowleqe &DI 

■td7 of Jewiah life here 11114 elaewhere, aD4 aee the 

-10-
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diTisiona, the antipathies of one group ag&inat another, 

of the Eastern Buropean against the Western European, ot 

reform against orthodox, of the llationalist againat the 

anti-Jlationalist, of the r.lah against the poor, ~ the 

oultured against those who are not so priYileged,--when I 

see all about me 41Tision, and pasa1on, and disagreement, 

I think Hamen was more correct llhen he said oi' our people 

•Behold a people that is aaattered, broken up, and not a 

united people.• 

!here is one thing that unites us, and that is 

our faith, and our 1'&1 th has been so potent that it haa 

11Dited aufficientl7 fundamental differences that ha-ve 

separated group from group. !Bia Jew is not a conspirator; 

the Jew has never conspired against the satet7, the well­

being, the integrit7 of azi7 p ople, of any aivilization • 

I will ea7 unto 7ou what I have ea14 unto m7 

friends aoroea the aea: if 1 t is conspiracy to figllt 

injustioe, wickedness, intoleranoe am bigotr7; if it ia 

oonspirao7 to stand unoomprolllising, immutable, inlaoY&ble 

tor ,be flmdamental principles of truth and justioe; it 

it is ooupirao7 to try to destro7 despoti•, in whatever 

shape or form it might appear; it it is oonspirao7 to 

remai.a tor thousands of years oonaeorated to one ideal an4 

one deyotiony-to aene Go4 and man, then the J•• ia the 

aroh-oonapirator of the world. 

•1ot1 o ■ altout our people I -'114 toclq one hear■ 

7et another om. 11'll7, the Jew is_ reapenaible tor •11 the 
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UDrea, and all the r&dioaliaa and all the belsheTiaa 

that h&a been let loose in the world. I ap oke to 7013. 

lut year in detail about the Jew and bolaheYiaa, and I 

haye not the time nor the inclination to go into these 

things again. I would but sa7 that while it is true that 

certain Jews are identified with the bolaheYiat regime ip. 

Ba.asia--and it would be a miracle and phenomenon if there 

were not n.oh Jews identified with auoh an institution, 

or with &117 institution in Russia, for the Jew does 

represent the highest -level of intelligence, of knowledge, 

of i!dormation, and any governmental body would seek hill 

out and put him in responsible positions, because the 

illiterao7 among the SlaTio population in Russia is 

applllllng, and almoet nery Jew in !Qissia oan read an4 

write, and has had soae sort of an eduoation,--I sa7, 

mile it is true that there are some Jen among the 

Bolsheviki, it is not that bol■heYiaa is a Jewish product, 

and that bolaheYiam 1 s kept &li Ye by the Jewa. It ia 

the oontr&r7. 

I read a statement a few days ago by a newspaper 

oorreepondent, who sail that bolsheviaa has been smoulder-

, 111g in the soul of Russia for three h11Jldre4 19ars, fro■ 

the days of • who rai ■e4 the ataDJ.ar4 of 

rnolution 1D Russia three hundred 19ara ago; and toda7 

bolahevi• and oommum.a. ha been aaoulderi:ag in the soul 

of the Ba.saiu. pea■ant, waiting tor the opportUAi t7, 

niting for the moaent of realization. It is not a 

-11-
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Jewish proc1no-.. !he p1170lloleg7 of the Jew is anti-

'bolehe-Yisiio. !he Jew is an individualist; the 1ew is 

an enterprising individual who bates state domination a!Ml 

state control, because he has au:t'~ered too much from 

state interferenee. 

!he Jew has legitiaate ambitions am wants the 

opportunity to express himself and fUlfill these 

•bitions. !here is nothing in the religion of our 

people that in any way may be interpreted as oonmunisa. 

On the oontrar7. !he n testament speaks of an ideal 

of "Mine is thine, and thine is mine." ~ • el.a testament 

mows of no such doctrine. On the contrary, there is a 

very significant etatement of our Rabbia--"!he man who 

aa7B '!hine is mine, and mine is thine,' that man is a 

fool and an ignoraaua. " 

!he pa70holog7 of the Jew. the t•per, the aood 

of Jewish life, is not bolaheviatio; but fro■ a practical 

poiat of 'Yiew the Jew cannot be an4 is not a bolshe'Yist. 

!file ma3or1 't7 ~ the Russian Jews were small tradea people-­

shop keepers, Jliddleaen--&Dd bolshe'Yi&a has destroyed the 

middleman. bas swept hill out of axiatenoe, am the Jew 

has been the one that has suffered, tor his very 11 "f'lihoo4 

has been destro794. 

~• Jew is not the stilled mechanic in Russia. 

and the Jew is not the peasant in Buaaia. !he peasant 

profited from the rnolution beoauae he gained land, bu.' 

the Jew clid not gain any land because he did not »•••••• 
-11-
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it in the firat plaoe. The land, m1n4 you, has not been 

natioaal1za4 by the bolahevik regime. What has hapJened 

in Ru.saia to these tens and hundreds of thousands o'L Jew■ 

who heretofore were small trades people--sllop keepers and 

atore keepere? I will tell you what has happened to 

some ~ th• this sUD111er that have come out o~ Bukrania 

in Ruaia. I have asked th• concerning the condition 

of IQ' brothers there. and they told me, "!here are no 

massacres in Russia, but oonditions haw been worse than 

massacre■• !hey are being starved, deatroye4, annihilated 

economically." 

heretofore hae led a dignified life am. gained aoae sort 

of a auatena.noe ~om a little ehop or a little store, 18 

now compelled, because his shop bas been nationalized and 

taken over by the government, an4 being unable to go on 

the land because the p eaaant refuse& land to ,u Jew, and 

being 1U1al,le to do aa7 stilled work beoam e he has no 

prniOlls training for it, to eho-Yel coal and to el ea.n the 

atreeta, am to do all the hard am menial labor to which 

his tradition an\ hi■ education am hie environment haye 

not been aoouatomed. 

1'h e one hope of the Russian Jew■ , ■7 friends told 

••• is to get out of Ruaaia, beoause there 1a no aaln.tion 

for th• there . !hoee who speak about the Jew in Bussia 

beizag a bolsheTik are ignorant, are uni~ormed. AD4 

oomernillg all these who repeat theae fictions, who pua 

th• oil fro• one to another. oreatizag h&r4 feeling betwee11 
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her alll r 

1lr othea-. 4 ■tnJ'bg the 

1 on 'bet• 

e 1,111 ,,. ot liui 

Ollde ot 'brothedl l, ot b1'1JIS1JIS m• olo er 

•• great 111tat1-S eooie 7,--I 

all 111 •• o rep a the■• t1ot1ou, who a,r 

~ ti ti.om. u a Jn om• aai of lli■ p 

•••• tor the7 Jm• nn what tll.•7 • " 

br her• 

th• ••• 

getller 1a 

~ oo ena .. . 
l•--"•orgiTe 

We Jen laTe ■111'Ti"f'e4 thee Oa1111P1N; We 1B 

ear fai tJI 1a tu ul.ti t tr111111.a t :U1 and progr •• 

'JL 11• om pa■ rout the eutll pioker th tn:tib. oua 

, .. 1a t lnlokl• it ••• .l 11 traTela uioker, 

• U• 1 ore rea4117 aoo-,t.a ml. re41te&, but tra •• 

• ■a7• •• ha'Ye tal that the tra.tJa oo 

that •• are a 

,at a o le at le 

111tent1o . •• ri 

.... ,..,._, not t -.•1■, 

• • t, a■ well-

ple; • p ople tllat la■ 4 1T1lisat1 

■RTiee, ral.17, iritual.17, e1••~••u.•all7, 

1a,e11eo~•ll~t•• 

I r, 1 u 1■ lao to ,r111111.a, fol' ra 

1 otQ ,aDl I lllll 7oa.n toreTn-. 

---- ----




