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I.DDBESS BY RABBI ABBA H. SILVER, 01 - - -
"IS DDIOOBAC't DESIRABLW?" A! THE !DIPLB, - --

SUIDAY llOBBIIQ, OO!OOBER 24, - 1920, 

OLEVBLUD, OHIO. . 

-o-
. In •7 addreae on lla7 2nd of this year. on the 

subject of "!he Bert President of the United Statea--Wliat 

After !7Pe of Kan Shall He Be?", I said the following. 

defining what, tom., mind, ought to be the chief 

qualifioations of the man 1110 would aspire to be the 

president of this great republlo, I aaked: "Are there such 
1 men? I have heard many say that there is an UDUaual 

pauoit7 of great men today; there is a dearth of great 

men; there is no such thing . !here are plenty of good 

men in 011r land who can take hold of the reins of govern-

ment auooessta.117. It is not altogether necessary that 

we have a successful bus1ne■ Slll8ll to rua our government, or 

a teohnicall7 trained soienti■t, or an administrator of 

long years of experience, becaus • go~ernment 1 s auoh more 

than business. !he .S.aa of government are muah more 

exalted than the mere efficient administration of cert&ill 

clepartmenta. Business is run for profit, principall7; 

govemaent ia run to Jield the greatest happiness to the 

greatest number of men, by means of increasing the fl'eedoa 

of ael:t-e:zpreaaion &114 self-realisation to the gr•teat 

number of citisena. Govermnent ia ut aa much 1ntereate4 
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in the eleT&tion of the mind in spiritual T~ue■, in 

education, in art, in literature, in science, in 

religion, ae it is in an efficient budget." 

"What is needed," I said in m7 address of siX 

months ago, before the conTentions oalled to nominate the 

oandidatea for the various parties were held, w1s a man 

who is simple am honeat, who has the holy virtues of an 

.American citizen; a man who is free of cant, hn,•oria7 

and aere verbiage, of the looae talk that runs aauok 

during a political oaapaign; a man mo is willing to face 

facts, to call in expert talent to deal With these facts 

as they are; a man who is true to the hndamantal ideaJ.iaa 

of herioan life. 11ho baa SJ11.P&th7 for the struggling 

masses of the 11Drld and for the new ideas that are trying 

to find a looal habitation and a na • in Amerioan life . 

He must be a true J.merioan 11ho is really not afraid of the 

u:Ohange o~ i4eaa, not only in times of quiet, but also, 

and even more so, in times of streea." 

!here are suoh men, I said, am. many of th ea. 

!he question onl7 is this: Has the American people the 

courage and the machinery to bring such men to the front 

and malce them ita leaders? Or will ~he old story rep •t 

itself again, and the wire-pulling, the coaproaiaea, and 

the lobbyiDg of party maoh1ner7 ultimately give ua a man 

11ho stands for nothiq--aa 1ns1p14, suave, ccaplaoen, 

1nd1Tidual, who says little and means les•T 

Apparantl.y the fear that I expressed aix month■ 

-·-
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ago haa, ia some 11easll1'e, unfortunatel7 come tru•. !he 

ma who were ohosen to be the leaders of their respective 

partiea are not men who measure up to the emergenoiea 

and to the needs of this great hour. 

decided aedioore talents aJJ4. abilitiea. 

fhe7 are men of 

You, yourself--

and I venture to say the majority of the Amerioan people-­

felt a certain sense of keen disappointment when the men 

of the two great national parties who were chosen were 

finally announced. 

Kan7 of us have consoled ourselves since in one 

way or another. I think the happiest phrase yet coined 

to ooafort and console us oonoerm.ng these men was, I 

believe, said b7 ~.P.A. in the huaorist column of one 

of the great national dailie■• f. P.A. sail, "Why all 

this gloo■? Only one ot th can be elected.." 

The fact that at this critical. time in the 

history not only of the United States but of the world, 

men are chosen first of all not by the popular will, an4 

secondly that men are chosen who have little of the 

fundamental and basic qualifications tor the exalted 

position, has made n:an7 true lovers of demoorac7 question 

the Tery T&lidit7, the worthwhileness of d•ooratio 

ins ti tuti ona. 

Ia demoorao7 desirable? Up to very reoentl7 

we regarded democracy as a dogma to be aooepted in faith 

and not to be questioned and or1tio1se4, but in recent 

7eara a great DlUllber of men who are thinkers have begun to 

-•-



• 

• 

• 

question this saored dogma of our land. 

Hae demooracy proved true? Ras it realized the 

ideals whioh it was to realize? Hae it established 

libert~. equalit7, fraternity, popular government? Has 

it made concrete and real the will of the masses, of the 

people? Has it functioned benefioentl7 to social lite? 

Many' of these critics of demoorao7 have said that 

clemooracy bas not bTought about equality. In place of in-

equality of birth, ot position, it bas substituted a new 

inequalit7--the inequality of wealth. It baa not 

destroyed the elUJU; it has not destroyed poverty or 

pauperism. It has increased the nwaber o~ exceedingl7 

wealtir men of this land, but it has also increased the 

number of exoeedingl7 poor in oa.r land. 

Damocrao7 has proved to be, so say these 

critics, a very inefficient, wasteful instrument ot 

government. When during a war, in moments of dire need, 

a democratic government can spend one billion dollars for 

airplanes and receive not one for use, it is a frighth.l 

indictment of the institution of democratic government. 

Deomorao7, so say the critics, waa not even made for 

peace. It has been maintained that monarchs and 

ariatoorisiea desire war, but the peoples in democraoiea 

desire peace above all else; that the great democracies 

of the world are those that have the greatest navie■ ant 

the greatea, &1'111••• Bngland, Jlranoe am the Uni tel 

Statea have, I believe, the three greatest navies in the 
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worlcl. 

And democracies are just as grasping, and jl18t 

as greecl7, and just as selfish, and just as eager am read7 

to tear at their next neighblr as the old established 

monarchies of the world. It has not even made for 

fraternit7, for brotherhood. In this great demoorao7 

of ours there are tweat7 millions ot h11Dlan beings who are 

being subjected daily to the vilest form of racial 

discr1■1nation, men who are being deprived of the. 

Yer7 elemm tal right a o'f li~e, libert7 and the pursui 't 

of happiness • 

A demoorao7, so say these men, has made for a 

frightfn.l mediocrit7; it baa a tendenc7 to level downward 

instead of inspiriting the exceptional, the gifted, the 

talented one, am encouraging h1a to reach the higher 

leYela and the purer air of aohieYement. Demoorao7, 

being controlled by the masses, has a tendency to pull 

doc, to degrade, to lower to a dead, aonotono\18 leYel 

everything; it haa lowered art; it has lowered literature; 

it baa vulgarized, so say the oritioa, the finest senti­

ments and ideals of human lite; it has naterialized 

everything; it has reduced everything to the measurement 

of one stan4ar4-•Sucoeaa. ~ thing is good when it ia 

sucoesaflll; a thing is worthwhile 111len it can be trans­

lated in the coin ot the reala--when it baa a monetar7 

T&lue. 

Aul laatl7, aay our oritioa of 4•ocr107, look 

-1-
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at your political partit■ ,--how little the7 manifest the 

po,ui.r will and the popular needal Look at theae 

candidates ,tio are now representing us as spokesmen and 

leaders of these parties! They were not chosen by the 

people. One of than, certainl.7, came to the nominating 

convention haTiDg thel••st of Totes gained in the popular 

pri11&ries. Both of them were nominated by groups who 

have in the past dominated and controlled the two parties. 

!hey were boes-seleoted. I don't say that they will be 

boss-controlled. ~ere is no doubt that a senatorial 

oligarch7 selected one man. and that the other man was 

selected by a small group. It is said that they met in 

J'rench Lick, or some other pl.ace, but he •s foisted upon 

a great part7 • 

So that aft!tr the war, when we had hoped that 

the ideals of dEIJlocraoy would permeate the land 811d. sweep 

like a prairie fire thro"Dgh every department of our 

national life, end the people would take hold of the 

reins of government and assert themselves, their willa, 

their needs, their prerogatives, we find that the••• 

old crowd is again in the saddle and again controlling the 

destinies of our government. 

fhen our oritioa aa7, "Stu4y this political 

ouapaip of 1920. What are the issues between the two 

contending parties?" We look for the■ and we searoll for 

the■, but •• look and aaaroh far th• in vain. It 11 

struage, it is almost faroioal, that in a great gover11ment 

-1-
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■uoh as oura the two great parties in the oampaign have 

praatioall7 nothing at issue between thea--no vital, 

telling, pertinent issue. Both parties have managed to 

work up a great deal of heat and warmth about the League 

of Bationa, but if you have auoceeded by this time in 

discovering just where both or either of the candidates 

actually stand on the League of Nations questions, 7ou 

have performed a miracle. 

The Republican platform oame out as against 

Kr. Wilson's League of lfationa.--for an international 

aseociation--eo reads the platform--which will use its 

power and its inf1uence to prevent war. i'hat is vague 

mough, but still there is the kernel of an idea there. 

The Republican candidate, however. in hie -,eeoh C1l 

acceptance. ignored the platform co11pletel7 . Later on, 

in a speech delivered at Deelloinea, I believe. he made 

the statement that, "I am not interested in reservationa 

in this treat7; what I am interested in 1a in aorappiJll 

this treat7 and the league 00111plete17." In the Senate, 

however, Mr. Harding voted twice for the league with 

res erv ati ona. He baa taken oooaaion over and over again 

to aa7 tmt he ia in favor of some sort of a Hague 

tribunal with teeth in it, but he is opposed to a league. 

And on the other hand, Kr. Taft, and Kr. Wickersham, anl. 

Mr. Root tell us not to take Mr. Harding serioual7. 

llr. Cox, in the earl7 days of the oampaip., baa 

a&id that he ia ill ~l aooord with Jlr. ilaoa on the 

_,_ 
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Leasue of Bationa. llr. WJ.lson has 1Daiste4 stubbornl.7, 

1Ja0Taltl7 upon his League of Bati ona w:l. thou t reaervatiom, 

ldter he had presented it. Kr. Cox, however, has said 

over and o-ver again that he is not opposed to certain 

reservations. He haa not specified the reeervationa that 

he would accept, exaotl.7, but he ia not opposed to tha. 

He is not rigorous in his insistence . 

And so when one ainlple, unsophisticated American 

citizen wants to know just what Harding thinks upon the 

League of Bationa, he is referred on the one hand to 

Kr. T~t. am oa the other hand to Kr. Johnson. And when 

he wishes to know what r. Cox thinks of the League of 

llationa, he is referred on the one hand to Mr. Wilson, 

and on the other hand to quite a number of deolarationa 

and statements of his om, which do not hl.17 agree with 

the position of J4r. Wilson. 

What does that mean? It means that even the 

League o~ Bationa, an institution so sacred, round which 

moves the hopes of a broken and tortured world, is being 

made a political football; that even of that vital subject 

there h&ft been no definite announoementa and no definite 

oon-viotion■ ,--eomething that a man oan set his hand to 

and ohoose either the one •7 or the other. That could 

happen, to 1117 mind, 1• no other great oountr7 in the world • 

•ow that I have apollea of the Leas-- of latiou, 

I want to make -, 01111 posi tio Ter7 clear and ver7 

definite. !hose who haw followed the dnelopmed ef 

-a-
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1111 attitude to•r4a the eubjaot mow e%&0t17 where I atam. 

on the League of Bationa. Before the treaty of 

Versailles was published and announced to the world on 

Jlaroh 16, 1919, I spoke fl-om this pulpit on the subjeot 

of the League of Nationa--Its Jl:riends and Its Eneaiea. 

I came out in unqualified support and endorsement of 1 t. 

I even then said that there may be need for certain 

modifioationa and certain toning down of the rigor of it, 

but that I am in full accord with it--w.l. th its spirit 

and its motive. 

On April 13th, a month later, in my addreae on 

"Woodrow Wilson--an Appreciation," I furthermore and again 

indoraecl the Leaga.e of Nations, assuming all the time that 

Kr. 1lson wmld have powe~ enough to make the nations of 

Bu.rope accept the ideals and the basic principles which 

are preparator7 to an7 peace and to any league. ~d so I 

aai.4 in this address of ~pril l.Zth, 1919,---lpeaking of 

what Mr. Wilson has contributed to the thought of hie age, 

"!he contribution of llr. Wilson to the idea of the League 

of Batioaa was the pr1mary need tor the democratisation 

1 of the world. Satiaf7 the oravings o~ every people that 

is justl7 entitled to a control of its own destin7; 

reotif7 the anci ant wrongs, heal the l)lloient, festering 

wounda of peoples, and thm, haring established confidenoe 

and fri andahip •ong peoples, you will be in a poai ti on 

to found an abiding and aenioeable I.eague of lationa. 

!hat ia Kr. Wilaon'a oontr1but1on to h1D11&Dit7, an4 that ia 

-•-
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aaother ao, of his life that will insure hia a place 

in the ranks ot the immortals." 

!hat was before the Treaty of Veraaillea RB 

announced to the world. But on .June lat, two months 

later, I spoke on "la the !reat7 of Peace a Peace 

treaty?" And I began the address by saying: "If what I 

say this morning will sound a bit strange to ears that 

have been ao•uatomed to hear nothing but of the constant 

unity of the aims and purposes of the Allies in this war, 

ears that have been accustomed to hear almost nothing but 

praise for the motives of the Allies from this pulpit, 

I hope you will attribute the strangeness to a sense of 

cliaillusiomnent which I have experienced since the 

publication of the freaty of Paris." 

I furthermore, 1n that same address, said, "ihe 

prospeot to me seems rather llllpromising. Our hopes have 

not been realized; 011r spokesman and leader, the man who 

for two years •s the arbiter of the destinies of the worlcl., 

is oom:lng back a sadder am a smaller man. Perhaps a 

League of !lationa 111&7 reoiif7 some of these errora. It i■ 

rather doa;btfll.l. !be League of lationa would have bean a 

strong, binding institution if the rights of all peoples 

had firet been established and the desire of all had firat 

been satisfied, but as long as qulat1oP d lite am death, 

questions whiah are close to the very life of a people, 

remain unsolved, this meohaniam of a League ot Nation• 

oan &Tail but little. It llight prove to b• a houee of. 

-10-
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gJ.aaa, tor all we mow. AS it rea4a at present, the 

League of Bationa ia very little more than an instrument 

to defend and protect the integrit7 of four great powers-­

England, B'ranoe, Italy and Japan. It is rather question­

able, to m7 mind, whether the United States of Amerio& ia 

ready to subscribe to such a league, is ready to bind 

itself, it not absolutel7 legaJ.17, even morall7 to such 

a promise ,aal to such a prograa." 

!?his was fifteen months ago. However, even 

then, with the agreements o~ Versailles· before ua, I felt 

that there was an intrinsio good 1D the idea of a league, 

and I urged it, but urged it with reservations. 

In my address of J'ebruar7 the 8th o:f this year, 

on "What Would Lincoln say to 

today can be completel7 indep 

llson," I said, "Bo nation 

dent. The world today is 

interdependent . !he destiny of one nation ia, to a 

tremendous degree, determined by the destin7 of &llother 

nation. The bullet of SarajeYo killed sixt7 thousand 

Americana, and a bullet in London, o.r Paris, Ir Berlin, 

or lloacow may at an7 time kill a halt a million Americana. 

A pebble cast into the bosom of European political lite 

11111 create ringlets of ini'luence that will touch OUl' Yer7 

shore■• We oanaot, even it•• so wished, esoape thia 

interdependanoe, the intimao7 which oommeroe and 1nduatrJ 

and the shrinking of' the world have oreated. fhere ia no 

ohoioe for the world toda7 but a11&roh7 or aome sart of a 

leap.e. !he balance of power mean■ future ware, wars of 

-11-



• 

• 

• 
j 

eftfflnination. 

"But Mr. Lincoln would say to Mr. Wilson, 'You 

ude ooncesaiona to !'ranee, Yln.7 not make concessions to 

the United States? It is sometimes easier to go around 

a mountain than to tunnel through the mountain. Aooept 

the reservations that are being illlposed upon you an4 

preaanted to you. Jmerioa oannot at this moment throw 

itself oompletely and whole-heartedly into a league when 

the nations of Europe are still dominated b7 a philosoph7 

of bargaiDing, scheming and plotting. The world is not 

yet ripe for a lack of suspicion. Safeguard America; 

proteot its initiative, its independence. Many of the 

reservations o~fered are valid and worthwhile." 

J..nd toda7 I would not only indoree what I saic1. 

six months ago. and a year ago, and eighteen months ago, 

but I would most strongly and •phaticall7 llllderwrite th•• 

Io one, no sane, humanit7-loving American 1■ 

opposed to the idea of malting •r leas possible, leaa 

frequen,, leas preoipitive, b7 establishing a league. 110 

Amerioan is set againBt the idea of bringing the ■ evered 

bits of humanity into a oloaer union with one another, 

o-.r establishing ohamiels for the u:ohange of ideas, for 

settlement of difficulties, for the arbitration of 

differenoea . If the nations of Bu.rope had meant peace, 

if their deliberations at Versaillea, at Paris and. at an 

Reao were aotuated b7 the earne■t desire to eatabliall 

peaoe in the world, am to heal the wound■ of suffering 

-11-
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mank1~4, to acl~ust the nila and to right the wrong■, 

and to make straight the orooked wa79 of the world; if 

they had manifested in the slightest degree this desire to 

undo the wrongs of the past, to check all imperialistio 

passion that is this very da7 ravaging half of Europe, 

thaa America would come into suoh a concert of European 

nations in a spirit o~ geaerouait7 and liberality and 

agerness to serve. 

Bu.t when we are asked to underwrite a treaty 

which has shown itself during the past two years to be a 

breeder of •r; when suoh a league is tacked on inseparably 

to a treaty which means that in accepting the league we 

are entering a union to perpetuate the evils of such a­

treaty, I urge caution; I urge watch:tul waiting. To 

build a league one mu.et make sure that the foundations 

are solid. The league itself may be a wonderful, 

beautifa.l stru.oture, but if the foundations are of quick­

sand, it will not last. 

Ky critioiam of the League of Bations is not 

per .!! as a league. 14y critiois■ of the League of 

Batioaa is that it is identified with a treat7 which has 

brought miser7 and suffering into the world, atd that thia 

league will be used not to rectify the wrongs but in some 

way to perpetuate these wrong■ • We are asked to join a 

partnerahip. You as businessmen would not go into a 

partnership when you know that the manbera of that concern 

are not onl7 financi&l.17 banlcrupt but morall7 b&Dkra.pt. 

-Ia-
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l.nd if you are asked to join it you would first demand a 

houaeoleaning. It England and J'rance and Ital7 are 

earnest and honest in their desire for a league to avoid 

h.ture ware, let them call a halt to their present ware; 

let than give evidence of their honesty; let J'ranoe cease 

to instigate ware every six months in Russia; let Poland 

aeaae in its suicidal policy ot imperialiea, going far 

beyond the very generous boundaries that a very generous 

treaty gave unto it; let England do the fair an4 the 

just and the deeent thing by its people, by ita 

dependanciea--by Ireland, by EgJPt, b7 India; let Italy 

cease from its criminal policy of grabbing everything in 

eight. !lhen we shall know that we are dealing w1 th a 

group of nations who are aotually earnest in their desire to 

create.justice and establish peace upon earth • 

There are only two possible courses for the 

.Ame:rioan people at this time. One is to stay out of the 

league entirely until the nations ot Europe have manifested 

a change of heart; until they come clean. Or--and it 

is likely that the t1rst course will not be adopted, but 

that the second will be adopted--if we do go into a 

league, that we atep in oautiousl7. Let it be as loose, 

as tentative, as little binding at the start as it can be. 

Let us not give a blanket indoraemmt to the nations o~ 

Bu.rope, to protect them in their territorial 1nteg.r1t7. 

Let us not make such rash promiaea. 

aa7 that in two year■ we oall get out. 

-1,-

I have heard people 

But 1 t toolc ti ve 
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days to plunge this world into war. 

Let us retain our freedom of action; let us 

not bind ourselves morally to suoh a union. I have heard 

11 my friends say--and I speak of this at length because it 

is so close to me--"Well, let's go in, and then we will 

try to correct things there. With our prestige and with 

our influence we can change everything." Well, that is 

what Mr. Wilson thought in 191'1. When the representatives 

of the foreign governments came to him to urge him to give 

American support to the Allied cause, Mr. Wilson knew full 

well that the pockets of those emissaries were chock full 

of secret treaties. But he said to himself, "I won't 

ask them now to destroy these secret treaties; I will wait 

until America will go into the ar and assert its power 

and its influence, and then we shall compel them to 

abandon these secret treaties and accept my ~ourteen 

Pointe." 

But Mr. Wilson was a stranger and he was "taken 

in." Mr. Wilson came to Versailles imbued with the highee1 

ideale--ideals which had been struggling in the consciou 

neea of mankind for c enturiea. He was an idealist. •e 

is to this day one of the greatest idealists of the world. 

For sincerity, for honesty of motive, there are few in the 

history of statesmen that can compare with him. But he 

was too late. The time to make ·his demands effective, the 

time to bring about the ideal, was when the Allies needed 

him, not after he had served th•• 
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And so it ia with this League of Nations. !he 

J.llies need us in the League; the European powers want us. 

!his is the time to set our own terms for our own entrance 

into the League. To my mind, it will be a tragic thing--

tragic as far as the destinies o-.t mankind are concerned, 

if we lose this opportunity as we lost another great 

opportunity in 1917. 

With all these deficiencies of democracy before 

us, one is tempted to ask: "Is democracy desirable?" 

I for one believe that not alone is it desirable, but 

that it is the highest expression of human life. In 

spite o~ all its weaknesses it remains true that 

democrao7 mines more o-.t the precious ore of human 

personality in the world; demoorao7 makes possible the 

development of more personalities in the world; democracy 

makes possible the extent of opportunity to the millions 

and the millions of the world who under an7 other system 

of society would not have that opportu.nit7. Democracy 

makes for the free development of personality, which is 

the ideal and goal of edllCation. But our democracy is 

not perfect; it is a blundering demoorao7. It is 

characteristic of the soul of the American people. The 

American is a pragmatist; he is not a theorist. fhe 

• American does not start out life with a theory, and he is 

not satisfied until that abstract theory is achieved,-­

lik.e the Russian, like the Frenchman during the J'renoh 

RevolutioD--ready to reTolutionize the world for the sake 

' -16-
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of an idea. The American moves slowly; he is experimental; 

his notions are tentative; he is more satisfied to have a 

thing sucoesstul. than to have a theory; he is interested 

in achievement, in results; consequently, not having a 

definite plan of progress and evolution, he is bound to 

stumble and make mistakes, but he progresses, nevertheless. 

Those of you 11ho are discouraged about American 

democracy, if you will study American Jlistor7 you will 

realize how much we have progressed within a centur7. 

We speak w1 th a great deal of irlerence of the absolute, 

infallible soundness of our constitution, of the great 

wisdom of our forefathers. They were wise men, and the 

constitution is one of the moat remarkable documents in 

the history of the world, but it is also true that the 

constitution was written by men who ware very skeptical 

about democracy, who tried to hedge in, confine and protect 

the government from the irresponsible incursions of the 

masses. 

The President of the United States, according 

to the constitution, was actually intended to be elected 

by the electoral college; the Senate that was organized 

was not to be elected by the people but indirectly, and, 

above all, a Supreme Court was established that was to 

have absolute power of vetoing and nullifying an aot of 

the people. And you know of the st,tes in 17T6 and 

therea~ter where suffrage was absolutely restricted to 

prop arty owners. 

• 

In many of the states only men of a 

-1'1-
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oertain religioua oreed and persuasion could vote. In 

some states only Protestants and in other states only 

Catholics could vote. In one state any man could. becane 

governor of the state that had in his possession and was 

worth ten thou.sand pounds. i'he negro was al together 

disenfranchised. 

Bow, we have progressed since, in spite of the 

rapid development of our country. Within a hurxlred years 

we grew from seven millionsto a hundred millions. Our 

population increased almost fifteen-fold, am our wealth 

probably a hundred-fold. In spite of the tremendous 

problems of exploiting a continent, of taking wealth out 

of the soil, of expanding the fiontiers of our republic 

to the Pacific, we yet had time to extend the privileges 

of democracy, to oarrect its ills. to make this government 

more representative. And that tendency, my friends, ia 

continuing today. I am not at all pessimistic inspite of 

a campaign like 1900. I am not at all pesaimistio as to 

the future ot democra•10 go-Yernment in America. 

!here are certain things that must be done and 

should be done at once. In the :first place, direct 

primaries must be made universal. !his system of having 

primaries in some states and not in others, and then 

having nominating conventiona--two institutions that are 

mutually exolusive--must be abolished. Direct primaries 

must be made universal throuahout this land. On one 4a7 

all the citizens of the United States should select their 
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candidates to represent their parties. And the nominating 

convention mu.at be abolished because it has shown itself 

not alone useless and unnecessary, but a vicious institu­

tion, dominated and controlled by privileged classes. 

In the second place, the citizens of America, 

and more especially the new citizens of America, must 

realize that he who votes blindly, by party affiliation 

and party loyalt7, does not serve the highest interests 

of .America. Above party loyalty is American loyalty. 

Man mu.et vote for principles, for idea.ls, for issues 

and not for parties. Because of the unfailing loyalty 

of our people to partiestheri has crept in , a host of 

irresponsibles and corrupt politicians, who have preyed 

upon the sentiment of party loJSlty; we have got to 

clean house, am the way to do it is for the thinking man 

and the thinking woman to destroy the superstition of 

party loyalty and vote for ideas and principles and 

convictions and not for parties. And the man or woman 

who does not vote hurts the cause of America and the cause 

of democracy, because the ward heeler and the politician 
the 

and the unscrupulous trader inApolitics of the land not 

only Tote once but vote more than once. 

Then lastly, to my mind, the time bas definitel7 

arr1 ved--and I want you to take this idea and think of 

it; don't meet it with a spirit of hostilit7--for a new 

political alignment and the foundation of a new political 

party in the United States. I believe that there is need 
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1n the United States for two diatinot parties--not the 

Republican and the Democrat parties, because they are today 

fighting sham battles; they have outlived their usefulness; 

there are no issues between them,--but for two parties 

representative of the taper and tone of the citizens o~ 

America; a party that would r eta.in the conservative 

sentiment of America. And that is a legitimate sentiment. 

A conservative sentiment is the ballast for a count27; it 

is absolutely vital in a land to have that steadying 

influenoe of a conservative group who are not over-hasty, 

precipitoa.a and reckless. 

There is need for a conservative party; there is 

need for a llaeal part7--not revolutionary ar socialistic, 

but a liberal party representµig the spirit of progress 

and liberties in America; of th men and the women who are 

not afraid of experimenting with new ideas, who believe in 

dE111ocrad7, but in a growing, developing democracy; men and 

women who are not revolutionar7 and experimental. fhere 

is need of such a party, and I believe the time has 

definitel7 come far the farmation of such a part7. 

lhat party would be the greatest antidote, to . 

117 mind, to an7 radioal.iam in this land. I have said 

more than onoe to you men and women that for one, I was . 

never frightened by the rantings of propqandiats, who 

said that this c ountr7 was about to faoe a great 

rnolution that would uproot it oompletel7. ~ia countrJ' 

is ~•oing no such thiDg beoause there is no need here for iti 
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Revolutions come about by hunger, by abject poverty and 

pauperism, by suppression; and there is no hunger, but 

there is a social surplus, there is enough to go round . 

When people can be enriched without impoverishing anybody, 

there is no possibility nor any liklihood of any 

revolution. 

llow, the party that preaches this doctrine of 

enriching the masses of the people without confiscation 

and without impoverishing anyone, of giving the government 

greater control over its interstate commerce and industries,-­

the party would would preach of democratic aspirations in 

industry is a party, to my mind, that should find itself 

in a strong position within the next few years. 

!o sum up, democracy is hfghly desirable, but 

it must be rapidly and swiftly improved upon. We must 

never be satisfied with the status quo--the things as they 

are, because that means stagnation and death. Each age 

is a dream that is dying, and one that is coming to 

birth. Bothing endures but everything passes over into 

something else more fit, more adaptable, more responsive 

to the needs of the age. . And our institutions in them­

selves have no validit7 and sacredness only so tar as they 

serve the needs of the people . 

Democracy must be rendered more eff:lloient. more 

directly tu.notioned by the united will of the people--b7 

you; by educating and disciplining yourselves to the spirit, 

and the temper, and the duties, and the responsibilities 

-21-



• 

• 

• 

of demoorao7. Demoorao7 if it is anything is a religion. 

It is a religion, and it bas its ritual.; it demands your 

deTotion and your consecration. You must go out as 

champions of the cause of democracy. Only as you do that 

will we eave it from the taint of mediocrity, of 

TU1gar1zation, of imperialima, with which it has been 

tainted in the past. 

Ky reflections of the campaign of 1920 lead me 

to the conclusion that there is very much to be done for 

loyal men and women in the very near fa.tu.re in the wa7 

of impBoving our institutions, and facilitating the free 

expression of the popular will in the affairs of our 

government. 
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