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"VICE CRUSADES 

2 , 1921 . 

- o-

ong t e many tins th t they r l Oh 

bequeathed unto the ye r 19 l ·st e d fficult prob em. 
the e ious problem,o t e rime e that has sept over 
our land ince t e ermin tion o the r . ri e n thi 

eh ve been 
land h s al· ys been t rtling factor . 
kno n nd e e k.no n thro 

criminal n tion. But in rece 

such point ere it 

ell being o almost eve y 1 

land . 

the orld a the o t 

cri eh re ched 

veritable men ce to the 

abi in cit· en in this 

centers , i 

Life to a • e pecially in the 1 re ind tri 1 

ore in ecure t nit h sever been . Cities 
i e e York, hio go and Cleve nd e in verit le 

grip this'farror of org nized br g ndage nd crime , stop-
ing short of nothi g , not even o hom·c1de . It seems that 

the cri in 1 eleme tin the larger centers of population 

h ve out itted , out- dist need the forces for the preserv -
tion of law and order . 

I read a r th r inter sting bit of a re am in a 

paper where a rcasm nd irony are rt er unusual--in the 
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Sing ing Bulletin. !he Sing Sing Bulletin i paper 

published by the inmates of the institution. i riter 

s ys--and I quote it aR it quoted in the Literary 

igest--nlt ould not be ab d ide to build a ~all r un 

e York City d keep all their crooks there inste do 
. 

sen ing them up the river to cont n te th inm tes o~ 

ing ing. " 

Ye terd y e ere t rtl d by the ghastly tale 

oft o citizens of our city killed in cold blood by organized 

b nds of rob ers . Hardly 

ouc ghastly ccurrence in o 

d y passes but h-t ere d some 

ne p per . One ~ks or he 

re son. It i not ver di icult t discover the re son 

for· • I believe , y o, t t the war is, to great 

out the ree , r sponsible or thi ad rime thro 

orld. I pita o the men th t ave preached and pr te 

bout 

the 

r sti ul t·ng the nobl t p 

ct still re in t t th 

ion in the human oul , 

moat re rk ble 

agree, nd in most un ortunate egree , h brut lized and 

vulgarized and calioed tens of thousands of human being . 

ar ha t ht young en the u e of arms , and ar 

h s ade young men ee ho che p hum n lie my be hen 

s nctioned b 1 ; killin bee me a mor 1 duty as it al ys 

does in ar time--the mo e the better ; the quicke you ill 

~h fin r soldier you re. ell, tha eeling r ins long 

after treaty of pe ce is signed ; oti 7 or re rd or 

hum n life i de tro ed. n h t • it, to my mind, is 
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greatly respons ble for the rightful di regard o h an 

life ong criminals to- d Y• 

l ong • ·i th t at . I bel • eve . is the ct of un-

emplo ent . n I venture to s y th t the more unemplo ent 

will i ncre s e in our land. the ore crime ill incre se ; 

nd tho e 1ho are in contr 1 o our in ustri 1 1· e 

h ve · · thin their po er t o limit nd re trict une p oyment 

ought el to be rt is act in mind. n e ty tot ch· 

no re pecter o 1 or persons , e peci lly hen the entir 

at . o phe e , t e tone of life i 0 t bo he iistic . 

ouple • th th t , I es lso the col-

1 pse o re i ion s contro tor in hum n lie . 

' h aut ori ty 0 r . ion, t i ci 0 re i ion , 

the hold o rel ion s been kened in recent e r • 
I sh 1 no" o into the re 0 but the ct i such. 

d then co. the o t compl te ebaole o the 

hoe s re ""r i 1 
. mor liz · ng in l uence int 1· e o t 

y un le . t no t me in t" e hi tory of thi 1 d , or 

of our o eopl e , e hoe een 0 i potent to in luence 

the l ive 0 youn eo l e a it i t - d • he ho e h 

become , :m r truth, pl ce to 1 e nd tin and 

nothing ls • or u e t, or entert inment , r soci 1 

div rsion no only the chi l dren but th rents 0 y tro 

home . Home 1 the 1 t place an goes to . 

0 t t t e result? Young bo nd i r l 
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u t f n t ir co on i the· , recr tin, t ir 

u emen i p • exe t n • t she t 

the fine f f tion-he lo e intimaoy, 

do note it. 0 · , these c r n • 

re pc s ible forte incre se of ori e to-d Y• 

r l dy hi llin co di t on? .ere s f 1 y 

n y; t re i n r Y• e 

rong is t e i y - he C , tr ic e 1 

f V d in our o or the 1 -L. . e l eek I.I 

A e ·n itself, co e on nco -
te • lice de.J .,.. ent or C t tr on ... 

com ell t o ·n u t d , t m n ju t 

thi • h t in th .:. t h negligent , • t 

n e crim . n d e • ell 

ro 1·ce no need for 

·ce d • t. r i n or thorough h u cle n·ng 

only r the cle liness o t OU h been ne lect d 

for 00 lon hile . 

Vice • s lmo-.; t ine ect·v it i 

• 

only a dr ati • • • • • • • . -- e t e , 0 t ed t • v • 

o the re eptive minds o he cit·z n Y• It cc mp i h 

nothing 1 sti or i i for co un ty, bee se ,don't 

you ee, th t th proble ori e· it is uch o e und .ent-, 

al and requires more deliber te and per i tent att ok, a 
nd a more 

more ggress·ye Aconst ta ro ch to the roblem, nd not a 

or dio tt c o virtue or ci ic • hteousne • 
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I the econd pl ce t ice rus de is, to y 

mind t re lly icious thin , bee use it c ens hou e t 

tee ense oft e net corr· un·ty . n a c oir unity become 

consc·ence stricken or ocket stricken, as he ca. e b , 

nd begins to c our for ouse c ean n , t e police get 

busy n rou pc ir.in ls nd drive t em out o • the city. 

But he e dote e crimin ls got? re not driven 

into t e se ; they go tote n xt town, n then 

ces +he problem of ri e • . e ·e dumping our rub 

ton 

into .. e b c r of o--r nei bor; n th t is h cri 

sses t rou h this 1 nd in c c ... e , ec use one co unity 

flushes it e ers into ot er 

t , to my min • s an ""rmful 

t ing. e e s :rig t i y 0 e pro 1 • 0 

crime. - r t , by correct ng t e (;., u es in or police de -

p ent , in our ro ecuting o 
up 

benc • .e 1en 0 
"' 

oli 

communit re , s rule , onest 

te r ·ty, ut roun eve- pol·ce 

ces , n on t e udici l 

e de ent• in 1 rge 

n up-ri ht en 0 in-

de rtmen n e c ·t • 
ge or s is limy group 0 crooked ol·t·ci 

J 0 re n ue t e cr·m·n 1 e e ent 0 t e commun-

ity, n ho e ert t eir in 1 ence to k e these cri in 1 

out of the cluto ea of tho 1 t to mitig t sentence t to 

hood in the deJ rt ent , nd to ut ev r 0 tacle in the 

y 0 t e en orcer ent o 1 • 

- 5 -
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o , , police der, rt. ent to be . ect·ve in 

o unity must b fre e abso ut 1 nd com let 1 from 

oli ic cont min tion; ~he en mu t be er itte to er-. 

form t e·r duties ~ithout out i • nter erence . 'ihe t e 

, p lice have p reh n -n the r or is don , ut th 

ro e no et solve • i 0 f"ce of r cut·on mu t 

lert nd aggre ive nd er i te t . n brin ·n the er . in 1 

to tri 1 . Delay i one o the most e .c t. _ec :i.ve m n f 

de:fe th n O.t. 1 nd of in t·stice moc ery, 

d t t in the of .ic OS cu n tto:tney 

in thi city d in other cit· h s 0 ce . n er-

d the onest . ork o olice de ectiv 

orthle s; t_ere h s been no u • 
r cutor • lert to 

i ponsibilit· ..., and eager to uty, very often· 
it . 

u tice s been defeated by those ery on hoe ut is 
" 

to ad ·n·ster ·us tic ·u ici 11 n t _e city. here h s 

be n , tom in - - nd spe k no na. quot t11.e or 0 

eminent ju.ri t -- lto e her too much 1 ity on t e rt of 
i t 

the judges o our 1 nd i n meting out ,,. justice . I do not 

man severe ju tice ; I am not dvoc ting s irit o re-

venge or retribution er or l t y on the p rt o t e judici~ 

ary. 

ent but 

e im ort nt thing i not to h ve severe puni h­

ift punish ent ; the cri inal mu t knoi that crime 

ill be punished nd punished quickl y ; th t punishment is 

- 6 -
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inevit ble nd cert in, n th 

or ging cri e . 1 nd h s i • 

is the SU 8 t 

n i ng nd 

of d" -

t 

th re snore son hy eric~ c n not h ve it . 

h e , to my ind, re the irmn di te eed of 

meetin 

bout 

r .me si u ton. I not 

• ilante o itte t 1th u 

comm·ttee beco bsolut neces r 

gre t enthu.si t 

t t e te 

t e poli r 

the h judi i ry e corn et ly 

br ken down-- n I n' but tour eity is coming 

to th t poi t . ut i ·1antecommitt is r ther n er:-

ous experiment fr a large c y ; ke too ny e ple 

el - o·nt gu r o th 1 t d p v s the y or 

gre t e 1 of bu nd injustioe . Bu t ere re mor 

u1t·m t men o solving the p oblem of c ime . I believe 

·twas octor D .......... • o s id th t cri n to er-

e tar rre t but before . ere 1 cure for cri e . the 

r l ouxe or every ooi l vil • re lly not correction but 

o • I believ , th t the eric n peo le has done 

re t de 1 long the lin of preventing cri e by t king 

ore of juv nile d linquent I by ur ng prop r hou ng 

condition , proper anitation, by rohib t·ng hild l bor , 

the emplo et of omen in ni ht ork, and imilar me sure ; 

but a re t , gre t deli yet to be done . ere mu t 

be , to y in, a tightening along the line , ore vigorous 
- 7 -



• 

• 

• 

discipline int e coo , in he ome , int e church, in 

the pl yground --ever here ; ere must be re ter in-

i tence 1 i in our education u on res ect • 
eople h ve fre uently criticized t e J i hide o t e 

fe o:f e 1 • I believe t t li e of th t e r 

of t e s ery desir ble tin to- d y . Our youn 

peo emu t ~ e tr i ned into gre sel - control , int 

gre ter el -d· ci line , n tot ri t , nd to ides o 

nline nd om nlines UC or t n 

done ·n 

e d ere-

e of pro id-

n roper rec e ·on 1 f c· • ies for young people o- d 

o our Je·ish co unit in 

for o youn people in th 

1 giti te se ent n ent 

e ve one nothing 

Viding th m ith 

her snot , 

in the cite; o Ye nd , .. ic has po ul t·on of one 

hundred to s nd Jes , to 1 ce r J i -oung 

bo or g rl c 

the resu 

o or n even n' entert inm nt • . ht i 

e need educ ion is element 1 i 

hum being ; he f·nd i o he treet corner and in he 

ol room nd i ot r pl ces , nd th t i y the ercent-

ge o cri e ong youn ·sh en n en int i city 

s gro n ye r r in e 1 st t n e r • e OU ht to 

h e in the c • t 0 C e e nd h lf dozen oung en nd 

omen ' ebre soci tions wit inviting uarters or our 

oung people . I hope t tour communit r.i.11 w ke to the 

- 8 -
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• re liz tion of th· i ort t , Vit 1 f C oon • d 

along • th t t , 0 our::: , co es the re e y n t me o 

proper housing condition d steady employment. 0 t e 

mu t ork alon 11 these 1·ne mult eously; mu t not 

beco e p nic st ic n. he is before u • mu t 

procee to ork along t t ro rm. 

ish h d more ti e to s e out t e er 

itu tion nd ce cru.s d t b t e o e t 

on nether 1 I oy ic .e y r 1 0 be ue thed unto 
.d 

the e 1 1 ,,. I me n t e lu • he,..e is n thi land--

I u pose there i very 1 more e eci 11 in 

• ours- - cl 8 0 roe on 1 e s-- el - p inte 
are 

✓ viora of rio t A 1e e un ·1 th y ve ucceeded 

in king the n xt ello 1 unh e gu r i ns o the 

soul of erio T theoe men h ve , in rec nt ye e • t 

in ensive c . n t e u on the civi iz tion of 

1920,hi hly co ind tr . 1 h • l nvo ved,--• 
to i po e upon t t tion the mod 0 1 fe , the tone 

n temper of li e ·ound r some d un ttractive 

the ye r 16 o. erit ble Puritanic ve 1 comi over 

thi 1 nd hie to t bli soci 1 tJ'r y , no th t 

• politic 1 tyr ny no longe e its . 

o I I uld b te .pted, 0 0 U ould be 

../ te ed, completely to gno t1i ct nd Y/ ell , it 
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j t the ork of group , of all minon.ty, 0 er n - - re-

ligious f t. cs •" BUJ in the 1st fe e rs you d I 

h e le rn bit C hat sm 11, pers·stent , voc·fer , 

ggres ive m·noriti C ll d t d h t p s iv , oicele s , 

in i_ferent m ·ori ty . to u£ e unt·1 ·t ke up . ... 

I believe t this move nt is not C ec ad 

by t e ·ndign ti n nd the op siti no t e il . on in 

thi 1 nd o bel·eve t t t tre 1 , • t i very 

1· elytodo t de 1 o 

o , I not. n extremist , and yet I beco every 

e rful t t· e o tis te port_ th s g ined round in 

this - -thi oci 1 ty:r 0 m to 

ose hi pred·lection nd up n h. 

fell ; ti id 

nd in t·tution 

Ci C cribe n 

I bel. 

o co ·g 

the 

• t _ r 

m·no ·t --t t 

st 

pa aion to 

n to 1· it the freedom of man. 

the time h e in· tel rrived for 

m n t be ·n too o et~ t o to th·n . I op ed to 

ish t s lue 

o t k If ut o 

toe ta.bl" 

t h be n 

; not on y bee 

• t e 

se thy iah 

people 

h ve the t·me nd o ortu.n·ty to en oy t , b t be-

et er are 

ort o thin; t 

re u.ndamen l tin involve in thi 

o o th V he rt o 

Fo racti oal re on , tao., I m o po ed o he lu 

life. 

da7. 
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In the irst place 1 if the rogr o these prop gandiat 

and advoc tee is c rried out in toto to its u extent . 

it ill mean interst te traffic shut do • poat - o fices not 

open . that labor o any description is prohibited, 11 

the tre • uaements and p rks are ut do • t 0 

incur not lone fin ncial loss but a great en ce to the 

he lt of t e oommunit7. but more Bpecia ly ould it ere t 

de ip for them n o or s d the n o looks to 

hi as d y hen e c n enjoy i sel legit m te - - . 

d y of rest n recre tion , eoause reore tion is o ten 

ion. gr ter rest than ere p oifity 

religiou an I 0 

bee u e tis bound int e lo run to 

0 

ke 

Blue un ay 

d y dis-

verge m n , tom ke reli ion di t ate • t steful tote 

n you compel m to go to c u.r hit i like rep ti-

tion n our hi tor • hen our oref there in the ddle 

e ere co e led to atten mas in cat e rals in order 

to l isten to the e on . ell, some of them stu e 

ootton in their er o a not to li ten. You a nnot driv 

or dr m to ur h ; he ou et him there you haven't 

got nything but a protesting• resentful in ividual who 

mocks everything he see • 

ligion. I h ve o ten id• - d I cannot say it 

too o ten--is n t tter o d11Jpepsi ; it 1 not matter 

ot omb rne frightful olemnity ; religion is not eant 

tot ke the Joy out o 11 e ; religion is me t to d jo 

to lit , to how m n ho he a 
- 11 -
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not rown u on n eligion do 

r ere tion . d these en ho re nd vorin tot ke from 

people these legit m te , rmles entert i e t on unday, 

in the hope th t the y go to church , re defe ting, to 

my mind , t e·r o urpo e.., ; t e re kin t eir re-

li ion ist teful to the ver ge man . 

But I 

ioh prompt my 

d there a e und ent 1 con ider tions 

· tion tot i movement . e ue ion 

st i : ho1 ar ·11 theology be ·per it d to le isl t 

or the aver e itizen o th·s land? 

h c b"nd the ctions of the t te? 

o. fr 1ill th 

or er 11 ·s 

id nd don , d y is ch rch ho i y ; un i 

C ur 1 in titute by t 

br tion o. t r urrecti no it 

i an ecc es· st·c 1 d y, 

·st· n church in cele­

ster nd e der , It 

y men ho are non-

religiou , ho re non- ist· n , ho my e opposed to 

o do ot find these f cts binding u on them 

to obs rve the d y, but hoer· hts d rte constitution 

ar fixe , 

und Y• 

o rou d uffer y le l en orcem of a Bue 

For the relig·ou 

i not the a. 

it 
hristi n ,.. ell to re1 ember 

th, an t ere i no 1 t t un 

Bible, d no co an ent int e Bible th t comm n 

in the 

the 

ob er\f'&nce of und y s bbath. e church eali ed thi 

fact d never day is the bbath. I 

nt to stress tis t hought . church or eventeen hundre 

- l -
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ye rs never mint ined th t u.nd y s tbs3abbath . ey did 

mint ~n th"t the bb th ( turd y) w s aboli hed by the 

ne ispens tion t ~t no Christian a in duty bound t 

observe 1 t d Yi but und y did not ta e the pl ce of 

tu.rd y ; und s eci 1 churc 1olid y commemor ting 

eci l event n instituted b the le ders o the Ori t-

ia.n ..,hurch, nd not y ny co of e Bible • 

h t un is the b th i only urit n 

not·on o the 17th century. o .. e o you ho e tr velled 

in •uro e know that in most to ic and i obs rved 

as ad y of r st--t t peop e do not ork , th eople go to 

ma ; but t1e s t o the d y i devoted to 11 ort o 

entert inment , nd entert i ent re encou.r ed on und Y• 

It s onl ..... in ..... n nd 7 en t s s ct c 1 ed the urit n --

v ry trict , er piou group o n-- rose , th t they 

beg n to in ist u on e tr·ct o erv nee of und y be-

c se it 

on : t e 

churc 

t e nd t e id tat or tis re -

it a , rem mer , e e opp ed tote tholic 

nd t e 

t t und y 

tholie th olo y; t~ e cold 1ot onsent 

sin tituted y n eaolesiastioal bo rd , be-

c us they i not r cg ize eccle i t·c 1 u hority; nd 

t e ur·t n , r me er , e ... e r tl un e e n uence 0 

e ol o in order to ind r net. on or y 

they ~e t ck 0 t e old te t ment to t e ourth co n -

nt n id , " h unda i e b n so it i • 
ro ur·t n 0 .;.;.ill nd, nd de cend nt 

n .. e. - 1 nd t t thi 0 de t t y i t e Lord's n un 

- 13 -
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d y , t e 

de ine b 

bb t d y , co,es . 

roi , the rinc iple of democr cy, m ·riend , s 

m n o t _e type o± Lecl .. i , • s t i : th t no 

restriction bas d soley upon isputed theologic 1 doc-

trin ought to be general yen orced y la; nd the restric-

tion o musements nd entert i ents on und y i b sed 

soley on heo ogic ,octrin , nd 

tri e , n s ould not be ener 1 

dis~uted theologic doc ­

nfo ced b 1 , . It 

i lso ~ell to re em e· t 

civil d yo re t and not 

int c nited t te un y 

yo rest . 

.L 1ell t _ t e h ve yo" rest for eco mic 

re·- ... on • for piritu-1 re son t for mor 1 re on • =Y 

'0 t i,_ b out 1 the ouir·tu 1 .. ro th 

n dev e lo1)ment of m g ch ce to re re h 

him .... el: Q lly, t -thin • 't I!l k t 

m n think t t e s ore th n m C in· , ere~ 

t,jole or t e pur_o e of reduction . I.Jun i t e ener 1 

y o · rest bee u e mo t people re t Y• vt. ci tom 

h s e t .... li hed th""t ct . u t ere is no relig· Cl 

"" 

notion in the con titution 0 t e .. 
i t te the 

ob er nee of Sun Y• ~ .·1e I believe th-t Jor 

u be pro ·b·ted on und y, fo t ose o cou e ho do 

not rest on the b th-- nd th t vent i re triction o ht 

to n roe in sort o 

ry n th t uncorpromi in 

·se tolerance without t t bigot 

irit th ti oh r cteristic o 

some o tbaae peo le ,--I o 1 oat determinedly ·n ist t t pro-

hibitio of recre tion , of h rmless.ifinooent usement on thi 

- 14 -



• 

• 

• 

one d yo rest will destroy t e _ -1 v lue o the ~yo 

rest or mo t peopl . 

I should l"ke to ee on Sund y every library, 

every mu eum, every pr , ev ery pl yground ope ; I s1oul 

1-· e to cee on un y ev ery the tre nd ever otion- pictur 

house open . I ould li re t o ee on d· y, if po sible , 

better picture 

mor lizing and 

nd better pl ys 9roduced--pl ys th~t h ve 

mor 1 tone ; I ould be in vor o having 

these pictures and these pl ys pr oduced in churches on 

undt?..y . I ,. uld est b i h ·n initely more recre tional 

opportunities on t ·n t ere exist to-d Y• hut i 

the only y to elev te th ton of co unity nd make it 

think of better d finer thing. 

up \ h-t I ha e 

keep 

t 

h rd . 

fo • , br·efly· 1e ought to 

eric n life bod nd s eet and enerous ; ~ e do not 

eric n 1±£e to become n rro , crabbed, confined, 

ity h s truggled in the last one hundred ye rs 

to .or out o that • i it o sup re~~ion nd oppres ion 

d re triction-- social political nd eoonomic--which 

ch r oterized the life o our anaest re of all t e hum n 

r cle for hundreds of thous nds o ye • 

le do not nt our freedom "nhibited s long s 

our reedom doe not interfexe .i th similar reedom on the 

part o nether m n. 0 1, no m n ho is a bb tarian , no 

re n ho believe in the religious oomplsion 0 Sund y s 

the d of the ord i prohibited from attending church in 

the morning , in the after oon, and in the evening . No 

- 15 -
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bb t r·an i prohib·ted rom r st·ng com let ly on th t 

y or ro 1 in i ting th this f mily should re ton th t 

d y , nd every minister o~ every c urch s th t privilege 

to im o t t me di cipline upon 11 the commun·c nt 

of hi ch rch . But to sk o the 

thes into las o to bind. en 

er·c n po le to en ct 

c1. omen Nho do ot 

ubmi t tat id , to th t discipl·ne , ·sun 

ocr tic , nd m: merican . 

r 1 un-

I think tim is no t nd o- t e ver e 

cit·z n of thi 1 n to expr .., him el orc·bly cle r -

1 u n thi is u - - ether t e theology o church de-

nomin tion hou d ubtly • rk it el into ric n 1· e 0 

as to control t 1·t·c 1 1· d de tin 0 t e erio 

people . e rioan -pe 1 g·o :people but not 

bigote e ple nd not n rro minde peo le nd not 

it nic pe 1 t nd the peo:ple oe not i h to 

be str . - 1 ced into any 7t century it i m • 

- 16 -

n 




