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LECTURE BY RABBI .ilBBA H. SILVER, ON - - -
UHD.d.Y LO UING, __ J_UA ___ R_Y _!!, 1921, 

--o---

I called Eases ~endelssohn a humanist and not a 

reformer, because in very truth he was not a reformer. He 

was not concerned, as was Geiger, David Einhorn and 

Oldheim, with the reform of the religious pr ctices of his 

people, but with the adjusting of t he dogmas of his faith 

with the new ideas of the day. 

He was not a reformer, like Luther, 1ho tried to 

reorganize the body politic of tie Christian Church. 

~iendelssohn as a tr ditionalist in every sense of the word; 

l.'endelssohn believed in the Ii ter l inspiration of the 

1 Bible; he believed that Judaism ~as the code of 1 w 

divinely revealed, which code cannot and should not be 

abrogated but augured. 

Mendels ohn never questioned any dogma of 

Judaism, principall because he did not believe t t 

Judaism had any dogma. Judaism, hes id, left thought 

entirely free, but insisted on conformity in action. 

Judaism does not ask of a man to subscribe to a creed--

"I believe in this, or I believe in th t." 

asks of a Jew is to do this or do that. 

All that it 

In other words, Judaism has a code of laws or 
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pr otio a or observ noe or 

and binding for all time • 

remoni divin 7 rev led 

nd so he could not, b7 &nJ' 

atr toh of the imagination, be called a reformer, but he 

a humanist in the finest sense of the word. ....~ism 

means this: it is that system of thought which lays 

emph sis upon the human interests of man as distinct from 

his religious interests or his scientific interests. e 

humanist is concerned with art, with culture, with 

literature, with the broadening of the intelleotu 1 

horizon of man, 1th the inculcation of ider sympathies 

ong the. Bunanism means the h rmonious develop ent of 

mind and soul to the gre tar glory of mankind. In other 

words, it is concerned 1th man as an, and not so much 

with scientific kno ledge or t religious formaliEID. 

lo end lssohn endelseohD 

tri d to bro den th intellectual horizon of his people; 

he tried to introduce a little more of sweetness and life 

into th h bitations of Israel; he tried to destroy the 

intellectual and mental ghetto swell s the ph:,eic 

ghetto in which the Je lived in the ighteenth Centur71 

he ende ored to bring them into close oontaot th st 

ourrents of new thought nd with the new movements of the 

7. B nted hie p to 1 rn German, so that the7 

J' oome in cont ot w1 th German thought nd oultv nd 

philosop n4 rt. 

so e d lesohn is trul7 o 11 4th third 

oa a in Iar el: 0 • the v 1 r of t ; 0 
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imonides, the expounder of the philo o hy of Jud ism; 

and oses tendelssohn, who proved to a doubting orld th t 

a Je may be cultured nd re ined and still be Jew. He 

ushered in a new epoch in Jewish life; heist e f ther of 

the Jewish renaissance. 

In the da s of oaes endelssohn(he s born in 

1729 nd died fifty-siA ye ro lat r tle con ition of Je~s 

in ermany am in eland as fr from s tisfactory. I am 

not speaking now of the physic 1 condition; I pe king 

, now o · the int llectual condition. e Jews of It 1y nd 

the JeJs o oll nd, ~ho h d enjoyed politic 1 em cip tion 

to a degree prior to their co-religionists in Ge_many nd 

ol d, h d identified themselves to some e tent ~ith the 

new ideas and ·1ew ovements bo t t em. 

he ren iss nee 1 Jews in It ly not 

Je b~ then me of be an to untouched. 

question the lidity o t e 1 lmud in it hi tor 1 nd 

scienti ic subjects. at as remark ble ting in those 

d ya. noth er Je by the n me of Leon Bodoni beg n to 

' insist upon t e need for intro ucing ch nges in tl e 

religious practices of his ople, th t ~ s a 

marvelous thin in those d 

In Holl nd , of ~our e, the Jei combined the 

study of t e no rah i th the stud of secular knowl ed e, 

d pinoza in the Seventeenth Century represents the 

hi heat expression of the intellectual achievements of 

Jewry in Holland. But no such thing ppened in Gennan7 
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din ola.nd. hese Jevs iere still limited in their 

le rning to th Bible d to the almud; they kne 

pr ctic lly nothing of secul reduction; the minds o the 

young ews were trained in the dialectics, t e schol sticism 

of the she both, where • almud as taught. 10 know Ge 

was heresy. Du.ring t e d s of Hendelssohn a Jev ish 1 d 

'Jas b nished. from Berlin bee use he was caught ·Ji th a 

Ger an book in his h nds; n another young an ·,as 

publicly ch stised by the community bee use he dared to 

trim his beard. 11- e Jew spoke a sort of j rgon- - broken, 

unseemly nd ungainly German; they were co pletely 

ghettotized in ind and in spirit. 

Ith s sometimes beens id--I think 1~ s n 

Austrian uthor who m de this 

bas the Jews which it deserv 

tre ted the Jews in m nner 

tate ent--th t ever· country 

e:rm ny nd Pol nd 

ch dro e them b ck upon 

themselves and forced them into a spiritu 1 ghetto. ./hile 

persecution in the eventeent and ighteenth enturies 

beco es little less frequent in Germ y din ol nd, 

still, in 1648 the terrible ossack uprisings in ol d 

mass cred one hundred thousand Jes. 

In r gue nd in Vienna the Jes in those d ys 

were still compelled to attend special religious services 

fort ir benefits in the churches; the Jews ere still 

compelled to ~er the ~ello badge; they ere restricted a 

to places of residence; the · could not live in oert in 

cities and certain principalities; they could not live in 
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oert in parts of the city; they ~ere restrioted es to 

marriage--only a cert in nw~er of couples could married 

a year, 9.,nd even then they were subjected to a good deal 

of humili tion. oses endelssohn, before he could 

procure his marri ge licence, had to buy tienty life-size 

china monkeys from the royal chin factory just then 

est blished by rederick the Great outside of Berlin. 

ese monkeys are today the precious legacy of the 

endelssohn family. 

1he Je is ··1e e restricted in tr de--to the meanest 

sort of tr de d s ll b rter--dealing in old lathes nd 

money lending. nd so it is not surprising th t the JeM, 

in the Seventeenth n ighteentL Centu:ries, subjected to 

these restrictions, being forced t1.o ~n to the lowest level 

of tr de, being kept from free ·ntercourse with his 

fello~me, was n rrowed, as limited in his outlook; he 

did not 1-now the non-Jew and did not understand him. 

I say th tit h s beens id tat every l nd 

deserves the Jes which it h s, nd it is most 1nteresting 

to see hoi the Jew sensitively reacts to his enviro ent. 

You recall that Poland at the end of the ighteenth 

Century was divided bet een ustria, Prussia and Ru sia. 

Compare the condition of the Je in the ineteenth 

Century in Prussian Poland ~ith the condition of the Jew 

in the Nineteenth Century in Russian Pol nd. he Jew o~ 

Posen--the Jev of russian ol nd--ma e the most marvelous 

advances in oiUture, in le rning, in refinement, in 
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oo eroe; a was completely modernised, Europeanized, in 

a generation. e Jew of Poland tod y is still the Je 

of the Seventeenth n d ighteenth Centuries--the s e 

ku.ftan, the same dress, the s .e speech, the same limited 

outlook on things. And why? Bee use ussi tre ted the 

Jew as a foreigner and an outc st nd ghettotized him into 

a pale of settlement. Prussia, on the other hand, 

insisted on the Jew being liberalized by eduction; Prussi 

extended rights of citizenship and other opportunities 

to the Jew, nl the Je e gerly responded to these adv noes. 

ow int e da s of Eoses endelssohn, say the 

middle of the ~ighteenth entury, a new ch nge began to 

come over the condition of the Jews in Ger any. rederick 

the Gre twas an enlightened despot; Frederick the Gre t 

was a dilettante himself in lit rt e; he irote poet~y 

and a good num er of other thin . Frederick .vas under 

the in luence of trench thought, which at t _at time, through 

Voltaire and others was very liberal; and so that spirit of 

liber lism began to pervade the higher circles of Berlin 

and Prussia, and the Jews soon came to feel th t change in 

their environment. 

~oses end.elssohn ias the first of his Ger an co-

religionists who responded to this ne change. He reacted 

to the new movements of the day. oses .endelssohn was the 

man ho did most to bring the Jew into contact 11th the 

civilization and culture about him, and drive him out or 

drag him out of the ghetto life into w ioh he had een 
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forced. 

e e rly life of ,endelssohn s like unto the 

early life of an poor Jewish 1 d in Ger n7iD those days . 

His f t~er w s scribe; he eked out a sc nty li ing by 

writing the scrolls of the Torah, nd so forth. .:oses 

iendelssohn inherited from his f ther a beauti 1 h nd-

writing. t, by t e y, s all he did inherit from 

his father. He ~ s terribly poor, w s the father of 

I ... endelssohn, but like 11 Jel'ls, poor or · rich, the f ther 

insisted upon the thorough eduction of his 1 d--Je ish 

eduction, of course. 
• 

Ioses r endelssohn ~ wonde1~:fu.ll inquiai ti ve 

mind-- n lert mind, nd he le rned nuch; inf ct, he 

le rned too uch, so th t before ery long he became 

dan erously ill 1it n illness t le t him ii th 

curvature of the spine for the rest of 1is life. 

·endelssohn went through lie a hunchback--a deformed an. 

His early t e ch r s bi Frankel, who as soon 

called to Berlin, nd ~oses liked this bbi so uch t h t 

he determined to follo him to Berlin, and t the e of 

fourteen .oses endels ohn le ves his home ton, Dessau, 

and goes to Berlin alone. He passes through t1e 

, gate, the only ate th1"ough which a Je " could p ss into 

Berlin in those d 

the home of Fr nkel. 

t nd finally, by inquiring, re=c ~e 

abbi Fr nkel ielcomed hi. pupil, but could hold 

out for him no prospects. He g ve him a little work to do 

_,,_ 
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copying, ~nd oses spent t e next seven. ears in the 

utmost priv tions. He lived in ga ret, n y 

hungry nd cold· 
' 

and they tell the story th t ,hen he id 

buy· lo f o:f bred he rked it Ji th se-ven lines-- slice 

for each day, so as to be sure th the 10 ld not in his 

hunger consume the portion oft e next d y. 

is life • as the true life of the . e ish schol r 

s 1 id do m by the _ bbis--nThou must eat thy bre d iith 

salt; thou uo t drink thy ·1 ter in me sure; thou must sleep 

upon the floor; thou u.st live the life of ffliction. 

bee use thou dost study t e ora.h." His life as ex ctly 

like the life of Benj min ~ranklin,-who, byte -Y, ,as a 

contempor r~ of· oses ·endelssohn--plus the f ct th t 

Fr nklin w snot Je nd .os s iendelssohn s Je , i th 

all t e increased dis bilitie o the Jew . 

But .endelssohn had thirst ·or learning, and efor 

very long he as not s tisfied iith the lmudic studies 

alone; he beg n to study •tin . nd •rench nd ~ li h nd 

ma.them tics and philo ophy, and ore es eci lly er an. He 

just s dete ined to a ter the Gennan 1 ngu e, nd he 

did . •fter seen ears of priv tion he as t ken into the 

home of Isaac Ber ard,who ,as silk merchant of erlin, 

as tutor for the children. F om th t a on t .. e economio 
, 

life o I. oses improves . He remained. in the home of B rnhar 

practic lly all his life--first as a tutor, then as a clerk 

in his business, then as the overseer of his est blis ent, 

nd finally as a partner in the establis ent. 
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The gre test good fortune tbat happened to 

os s endelssohn in his early d•1B--when he as t enty-five 

- as hi meeting with the great Germ poet L ssing. These 

t -- andelssohD, tbie isehapen and deformed Jew, 

and Lessing, this physically h ndsome and spiritually 

beautiful soul--the gre t German poet, the great artist, 

nd still gre tar humanitarian,--the friendship of the two 

endured throughout their l'iv sand h s remained an 

inspiration for all men after t em. 

Lessing as not onl the hero of new German 

literature, but he was the hero of real liber lism in 

Germany. Even before he met endelssohn, in 1,49, he had 

lready written a dram oalled "Di• Juden,"in hich perhaps 

represented s an hon t and re ectable man. Heretofore 

the liter ture of ope e full of Jews like 

d h7lock ni characters of that kind. Lee ing 

represented fr th first time in a dignifi d and 

impressive 7th Je • 

endeleeohn profited a gre t d al rom thi 

friendship e did Leasing. endalseohn learned oultur 

r finement fro Lasing; endela ohn s mellowed b7 

oont ot 1th this Je -lo ing non- . Lessing l rned from 

endelsaohD ~lUDber of 14a s, and endelssohn as the 
• inspir tion to L ssing for his immortal rk-- than, th 

i • 
' 

d togath r th ae to to ht the 

e no1p tion ell a th ll8 of G rm oultur • 
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It is intere~ting to note th tit remained or 

this Jew of the ghetto--1·:oses 11endelssohn, who untii the 

age of fourteen did not know a word of German, to become 

the champion of German literature. In his day German 

literature was not what it is tod y. The writings of 

Schiller and Ketteler h d not yet come. Ge1,nan was still 

despised by the real ari stocrisy of Germ ny; they spoke 

French. Frederick the Gre t said of German th·t it as 

a boorish language, devoid of all grace, and th t German 

literature was not worthy of the name. 

Frederick the Great --rrote his poetry in rench, 

and it r 1 ained i'or 1rioses .endelssohn to censure the king 

--for the ghetto Jew to criticize Frederick the Great 

for despising German and in a foreign langua 

.and it remained also for end elsso n to criticize the 
' 

poetry of Fre erick the Great, so that the king took 

• 

offense to it; but l endelssohn appeased his wr th by telling 

him that one who writes poetry is like one who plays at 

bowling--he must stick to the rules of the game, nd the 

one ~ho sets up is the one to say how many he had ~noc ~ed 

down. He must play the game end submit to criticism. 

endelssohn wrote the purest, the most p erfeot 

German o:f his d J. It is a rare phenomenon, but it does 

occur--Conrad today is writing the purest English, nd 

Conrad is a Pole by birth. Before ve1"y long Mendelssohn 

became known to the philosophic world of his day by winning 

a prize essay on the subject of ' v:Ldence in hilosophy." 
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His chief competitor was Immanuel K nt, nd 1·endelssohn 

~on over Kant. Now .Kant was reelly gre t philosopher 

and ~endelssohn was not . But the judges actually couldn't 

understand Kant; they confessed it; and they liked 

~ende1ssohn's German so well th t they gave him the prize. 

hat happens very fre~uently. 1he sto ~ is told of 
the Areat ssian poet 

GorkyA nd ....... the gre t Russian singer applying 

one day in 

choir; . . 

accepted. 

tried for 

vill ge to a church for position in the 

• • • • • .. vas turned down nd Gorky as 

few years 1 ter both . et in anoth er town and 

position as journalist on German newspaper, 

and Gorky was turned down nd. . . • • • • • as ac ce1 ted. 

he vork tat m de ~endelssohn f mous throughout 

Ger any, and for that r tter in ur pe, was his " hadon, rr 

a book on immortality modeled fte lato . Phadon 

is written ins ch magnificent style, so cle r, so 

elastic, so convincing, th-tit was a revel tion to the 

Germans who had been accustomed to a heavy, cumbersome, 

pedantic German and nothing else. You kno~ the Ger.ans 

still h ve not ~assed out of th t st ·e; they still think 

that gre t thought ust be so 8A1,)ressed t t .it is lmost 

unintelligible; otherwise it is not re t. 

nhe tory is told of n Englis n presenting a 

book to a German professor, nd telling im th t the book 

is so well written that his o ,n du hter i ht reed it nd 

enjoy it. "Well," the German profes('lor s id, "I don't 

w nt to read th t book if my daughter c n underst nd it; 

-11-
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there i no re son for me to red it.' ht ms iveness 

and cumbersomeness of st.le ~ s dominent in those ya 

and 1endelssohn showed how am n can ~rite big tings in a 

simple way nd ple sant way. 

He soon became known as the Ger. n lato, s the 

Jewish aerates; his book ient through fifteen editions 

in his om day; it beca e the most idely red book in 

Ger ·ny. nd all the while th t 1endelssohn 1as • iting 

his German c lassies he was t the mercy of the er lin 

police, who could expel him at ny oment bee use he did 

not h ve the privileges of a protected Je in Berlin; he 

was an outc st and a foreigner. It was onl through the 

intercession of his friends and throu h eti t • o 

e himself sent th t the ights of protected Je ~ was 

given to oses endelssohn . 

But e are not interested in Loses -endelssohn 

as a writer, or as t ie forerunner oft e est-hetic revival 

in e any, bee u e his vritings on rt nd esthetic 

criticism re up to t i i d y th te t book in ny. 

e re interested in 1·oses ~~endels ohn princip lly s t e 

Jew nd his contribution to Jewish life. e f'irst c e 

into prominence in Jewish lie int t f mous dispute with 

Johann Kaspar Lav ter,a clergyman of u.rich. Thie Lavater 

was great a irer of :endelssohn; 1he funired him for 

his thought, for his style n 

J.nd so he as dete£mined to sav 

or hie lovely ch r cter. 

endelssohn fr~m hie own 

people and to convert him to Christianity. He could not 
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aee ho a man ot the capacities and the brilliancy ot 

endelssohn could remain content s Je ; and so hen he 

transl tedBimet'sbook on Christian videnoeij,he dedicated 

that book to ·endelssohn, 1th an open letter challenging . 
endelsaohn either to refute the evidences for Christianity 

in the book, or publicly to accept hristianit7. 

hat put Toses endelssohn in frightful 

predic 1ent. He was never fighter; he was never 

aggrea ive; he never oared uch for theologio disputation; 

he was a man who loved pe ce and art and literature and 

was content to be left alone. But this challenge found 

him firm, strong, am the c ampion of his own people. or 

months he hesit ted nd deliberated over the matter, and 

finally asked permission from the sistor7 to give hie 

answer . hey ranted him permission, saying th t1ale7 

relied upon his sdom nd his odesty, me ning t t 

endelssohn was not to ea too much; and 1endelesohn, in 

his reply, in a forcefu.1 and dignified way said he is a 

Jew by conviction, t:i.t he is a Jew by pre erenoe, th the 

hopes to continue to live as a Je, th t the evidences 

in the book presented to him re not at 11 startling or 

oonvinoing, that he had red all these things even in a 

more conTinoing J in other boolcl .• 

d he kes an appeal for religious toler tion . 

He said, "I neTer ek of my friends whom I love whether the7 

are Je or non- Jews, ni I nev r want to persuade them to 

chang their religion. a long s religion ia no 

- .. 
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inimio l to public welf re nd public mor&lit7 it is no 

concern of yone nd should not be th o use for 

hostility or discrimination." endelssohn c .e out 

triumphant. Jews and Christians alike recognized with wh t 

tot and cour e and firmness endelseohn had repl·ed to 

Lav ter, and Lav ter himael~ realized his mistake, hie over

zealousness, am apologized for it. 

But the real contribution of oeea 'endelssohn to 

the thought of Jewr7--the thing that kea him the f ther 

of Jewish renaissance, was his transl tion of the five 

books of roses into German. ow one would onder hy 

tr nslation of the Bible ·ould be so epoch-making; but the 

translation of Luther marked the beginning of German 

+1 t eratur e. osee 1endelss hil, ho as known as an 

orthodox Jew, translated the fie books of :oses into 

German, nd printed them in German and ebrew char ctere, 

eo that the young Je was able to red for the first time 

pure German; for the first time they were able to le rn 

new language hioh s taken into the 11 teratu.re and the 
• 

culture of German7 of th 1 hteenth Oentur7. 

t s the venue pav d for the ne dvanoement 

and t ne enlightenroeut. th rmor, appenda of 

this transl tion s B bre oonmentar7 on the five boolca 

o~ osea--oonoia, eoientifio, logia, but utterly unlike 

the comment ries of th J31ble preo ding, which wer 

involved Di :tull of di leotio, and full of i --
here th a of th text, th 11 1 1ng of the text 

- -
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was completely obscured. Moses endelssohn said th t both 

Jeis and Christians found in the ible things that were not 

there bee use they ·ere reading ever ting they vis.ed 

into the text o the Bible . 

Now, IIoses ·-endelssohn taught th Jew· o his d y 

to study the ible grammatically, synt ctio lly, simply. 

He taught them Hebrew s a science. The tr nslation of 

the five books of l"oses by oses .endelss ohn me nt the 

be inning of a ne is stem of duo tion in Jewish life. 

Henceforth the Je ,ish child ould be trained not into 

homilectics, not into hair-split~ing discussions, but w s 

to be trained logic lly into t e 1 nguage and into the 

liter l sense of the noriptures. 

:i.)le tr nsl tion w welco ed by gre t number of 

Je ~s as a ne~ revel tion. It s opposed by others. ~e 

1 real orthodox abbis of the d y r ali zed the dangers to 

tr ditional Judaism involved in this tr s l tion. ey 

knew ull well that t he oung Je JS that would study 

endels ohn ~ould not study it or t es k e of Je~ry but 

for the ke of .:endels ohn, ~1 ·oh t ey did; t 1ey knew f ll 

well th t as soon s the young ew ca e in cont ct with 

new ideas, t,_ t their hold o tr ditional Jud ism upon them 

would be ve kened, \ ic i as. 

o the entateuab.of endelssohn was put under a 

ban be ore ery long, and the o thodox Jew vas prohibited 

from re ding it; but the ban did not stop·people from 

re din the ~ant teuoA. o th t perh ps is gre test ork 
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a far a th e is conoern d, was one call d Jerus lem, 

published in 1783. In thi work Iendelsaohn, like his 

mighty predecessor, pinoza, challenges the c use of the 

sep ration of church and state. e church m st not 

interfere ~ith the laws of the state. In this book 

"Jerusalem" 0888 endelssohn defines his religion, his 

f ith. Jud ism, hes~. has no monopoly on truth. 

Judaism is simply revealed s stem of conduct of l s 

binding only upon the Je. ere may be other religions 

equally as good and equally as true; Judaism has no dogmas; 

no Je is asked to su.bscribe to any creed; tho ht and 

specu ton re absolutely unchained and unfettered in 

Judaism; only oonduat is detennined and binding. 

o , the eakness of tll a o a:i. t ion is evident • 

In the first pl ca, itis unhi to ic . Once you believe 

that Jud is is not a divinely reveal~d code of las, once 

you be in to study Bibliaal ariticism nd learnt t the 

l a of the ible represent the human efforts ot various 

ages a.nd v riou pl oe --that they re e human d 

subject to temporal influences s nything else, the entire 

system built up by endelssohn collapses; nd it did 

co ap e. Once JOU say th t Ju.4 an h s no dogm and is 

like unto an7 other religion, you open t y for complete 

ss1m1 tion; because before ver7 long people ere aying: 

n3u4 ism 1e nob tter than any other religion; I ill 

ooept another religion; or per pa I 11 ooept no 

religion t 1.n 
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And sol oses -endels ohn, in spite oft e ct 

th t he himself ,as pious, observant Je, 7 s follo ed by 

waves of assimilation and apost sy in Germ ny, nd hi o·~n 

children r-,ere converted to noth er -i th. 

Berlin Je ~ 1ho lived in the d .... ys of Loses .l'endelss o n, 

t ere is not 

in Germ ny. 

f nily th t h s Je i h descendent tod y 

t.e philosophy o religion as prese1ted by 

~endelssohn is not sound. ile Judaism does not h e 

complete syste o~ do as, it h s cert in und ent 1 

princ ples th t ust b cce ted bye eryone v o c lls 

himself Je . n l e Lord, He is one.n 

t 1e Lord our 1JOd, t e Lord e is one. 11 

ir e r, 0 Isr el, 

tis t e 

eternal ch llenge do· :n the ges, 

which distin uishes Jud ism ro 

is b sic a1d fund ment 1. 

d th t is th t somet 1ing 

othe~~ .. e ligion. It 

And Judaism believes in re rd and punishment; 

and Judaism believes in rovi ence; nd Jud ism believes in 

ree ill; n Jud ism belie e in the selected function of 

the Je 

orld. 

s the mouthpiece, the spokesman o ~od in the 

ese you y not c 11 do s, but the are 

cert inly basio principles in Jewish life. 

endelssohn died in 1786. Physic lly, 

endelseohn was a miesh pen, u.n ttr ctive, ungainl an, but 

spiritually hews re lly beautiful. He made friends and 

held them. e s c lm, mild-mannered, profound in thought, 

kindly of speech--a true represent ~i a o the hi heat 
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virtues of his r ce. He f ced t e hostilit o the iorld 

about him in no spirit of resent ent; he kn.e t the could 

find gre t deal o h piness in lie, in spite of the 

discrimin tions nd ostracisms nd dis bilities; nd he did. 

He found it mong his ooks, in his f mily circle, nd 

ong his friends. He showed to the Je~ o his d y how 

lo al Je 'fl y be, nd yet ho educated n modernized 

d refined, nd his example sered s inspiration for 

all of the succeeding ages. 

He was a man of l indly humor and ~i t--a man ~ ho 

spiced his convers tion ith good deal of Jevish humor. 

You perh ps rec 11th t story told by Berthold uerbach 

concerning the ~ooing of oses endelssohn. o es 

.iendellsobn so .ehow ell in love it girl by the n me 

osea 

endelssohn in his defo ity sh s discour ed, nd it 

r ained or the father o t e girl to tell ·oses bout it. 

~i se enough to s v e t he f t er lengthy 

e 1 nation, and aid, "r: y I not say f rewell to your 

daughter." He ent up to see her and went into convers -

tion, and before very long Lo es endels 0 ohn ... d t ned t e 

conve 1 tion to the subject of matrimony, nd the irl, in 

her innocence, asked, "Is it true, oses .endels ohn, i t 

the bbis say: t t orty d y before a man is born the 

voice of the angel proclaims the d ughter of this man is 

destined to marry the son of this man?" "Yes," said .oses 

endelssohn," and a strange thing h ppened ~hEll I as born. 

-18-



• 

• 

• 

fuen I ~ s born they announced th t the d-ughter of 

Gugenheim--Fromet--was to rry me, but th t unfortun tely 

she would be deformed by a humpback. 

Lord, it is a terrible thing or 

~nd I said, ' ood 

ornan to go tr..r ou h 

life with such a deformit ; it would de ress 1 er and n { e 

her unhappy. Let me take the humpback.' He rried 

Fromet, n they lived very happily. • 

~nother story is told of :endelssohn. You kno 

in those d ys the Je~ish one. lenders were ond of len ing 

oney to young men of noble f ilies, in the hope t t their 

parents ·ou d die be ore long n~ the ould recei "e the 

money plus t e interest. teller who id notlike 

hoses very much rote him verse one d y, hie re d 

something like this: "You alrea believe in Od, the 

F ther; hy don't you -lso eli in -is son; you are 

ccustomed ·co ive credit to the on d rin tl e li e of 

s 11 in poetry, nd :o es rites b ck: 

" o c n I 1 ve credit to • he on •1hen t 1e ,;, ther lives 

forever." 

hey tell the story of a typical 1rench officer 

meeting I endelssohn one day, nd in contemptuous y, 

s~id to him: "Look he e, t com od1 ty do 0 

in?' nd ~oses .. ndelssohn an ~ers: If ,{by' th t in • ch 

you are eatly in need--good ense . If 

oses ndelssohn bee e tr dition in Jewish 

life. Heine d r uch of the native wit nd humor of 

oses endelssohn. 
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~o sum up what I h e said concerning this re t 

man, for indeed he was a gre t. n . His rel contribution 

to Jewish life consisted in this: th the broke don t e 

walls of the ghetto and opened thew y forte ad.mis ion 

of his people into the intellectual life of =urope . t 

process is still oing on in us~ia, in Galicia nd in 

eland today . oses endelssohn began the proces . 

-· oses 1:endelssohn showed th t the Jew can be 

Je and still be in the vanguard of culture and refine1 ent . 

o th the ,as in ery truth the third great 

oses of his people . 

---o---
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