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BY H. R, ON - - -
,, GE-- S 0 OUR - --

LO , n LE, SU y - --
RIL 1'1, - 1921, C t OHIO. 

---o-- · 

eoent1y tm he d of the school system of our 

city st rtled our mothers and fath rs by announcing 

publicly th t the morals of our school children and o 

high school children are not all th t they ~ o ld be; th t 

there w s gro ng laxity in the moral relations of the 

young people in our schools, and that apocopated dres es, 

and joy rides, and protective coloration iere contributory 

causes to the gro~ing moral delinquency of our young folks. 

d o fond mothers were approp i tely shocked, an they 

s id ho~ lto ether true that a of their n i hbor ' 

ohildren. nd there the matter rests. 

No, this statement of th he d of our chool 

y tem is de erving of re 1 s riou thought. I t to 

put myself right t the very start; I not a u.rit , 

and I do not belong to those s eet-te pered deputies of 

the lmig y ho think that th· age is utterly, utterly 

d ned, th t our young folks are f st goin tl e :i y of 

damnation. I do not believe th t this i unusu 11y 

or extraordin rily io ed, or more so th any ot er e. 

•very gene tion is, to a measure, intere 0 tingly iced. 

I o not believe t t the or 1 o our young 
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eople od y re y lo 1er th 

people of yesterd y, ho are no 

the mor ls of the young 

th ts of the young 

people o to y; in f ct, ihen ver I he r elderly ol a 

spea 1ng o the ineff ble goo ea of the d ys one by, I 

see truth 1 nguishing to de th. Just bee e the g·r1 

in 1921 pr fer to d nee the fox-trot--or is th re a 

1 ter d nee? ( 'hey s y th t ther re even ore shocking 

d ces, but I h ven't ttended ny Je ish af£ irs 1 tely)-

I say, ju t bee use she prefers to d nee l • s p rticular 

d nee inste o the altz, that ie not at all an in icatio 

of her complete ab ndon. 

en the ltz first introduced hundre 

ye rs ago the moral indignation of tle people in gland 

s at fever point. er ectly hooking! d tod y even 

nisters to d ce ltz . 

d ust bee use in he ye r 1921 a girl likes 

to dd f i decorative touches to he indifferent work 

of Nature, h t is re lly no st rtling. ven savages 

do th t, d birds and animals; nd n institution or a 

pr otioe that is sanctioned by nimals ought not be 

condemned by h an beings. d s or the styles of 1921, 

I suppose any one ho h studied the styles in the 1st 

one hundred years will note th t the styles of tod y are 

but a shy nd modest cousin to some of the thorough-going 

•nles of yesterday. 

e are prone to make a bit too muoh of these 

trifles, for they are tr1£les. But the oritioism 0£ the 
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he d of our eduoational system is directed to tlese 

praotioea as they ply to children o the school ge. 

Now we knc that a civilization suoh as ours cannot have 

that quality of absolute simplicity t ta more BiIDJ>le 

01v·11z tion my ha e, and that great ealth bro dly 

s red, uch sis the ca e in this land, does not make 

for a rigorous discipline of conduct d striot mode of 

life, bu, nevertheless, there re conditions which do 

exist that justify the conde n tion and the criticism of 

this man bee use they apply to children. hings that maybe 

h rmle a in gro ·ng boys nd i ls or men n men m y be 

thoroughl harmful in chool children, bee use ili n there 

is exaggerated interest on t 

boys and irls who re just 

p t of school c ildren-

g their teens--·n dress, 

and in th p sti s of their el era, nd in th art of 

attr otiv eas, that exagger te interest is stimul t·ng 

interest in them th t hould or the ime be latent, nd. 1 

interfering 1th the ree e pre sion and exer 1 e of those 

interests :lich t t t time should e moat oti ve. 

It is giving the young boy or gi l rong 

st ndard of v lues . It is giving the rich, he vy £ood . 
of dinner in the early or ·ng hours. d t tie harmful. 

It kee for an un holeso e preoocit7--th87 ge too soon . 

I never empted so much to oold--not the children, o~ 

oourae but their parenta--aa hen I see young boys and 

girls, es ecially girls, scarce y entering their early 

youth, with the morning de upon their lashes; hen I ee 
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them 1:dly rr yed in costly dresses nd ur coats and 

je elry, ~ing to and coming from moving picture 

entertai ants, which are veritable poison to t eir young 

minds; 1th their innocent £aces pathetically and hopeless-

ly daubed. d I see them very often, all too o ten. 

I am never tempted to scold as when I behold 

these things, not -oec use of the acts or racti ea 

themselves, but because the souls of these children are 

being stunted; the free d ·nor 1 development of them 

into fine wo hood is being interfered with . Because 

these children are bein surfeited too early in life. By 

tm time they are t enty they will be fed-up--bla.se, with 

slovenly nds and with no timul ting inte~ests in lite; 

they dll be enervated hot o e lanta; they will have 

drunk the cup ot life too eag rly, to greedily, too soon. 

hat tine devotion to the beautiful nd simple 

things of li e is not gi van to than. "o find complete 

contentment in th common things, the every day things, 

the simpl d the beautiful things o life; to find 

complete contentment in friends nd in boos, in field and 

in sports and in the great outdoors of God, tu ind joy in 

the home and not ay £rom home,--they are robbed of all 

these thin . d it is a great ietake • 

t e sk for, nd what the educators a k or, 

ia not repr sion. The old Puritans used to believe, as 

Bunyan expressed it, that a ohild ia an acour··sed thing; a 

-4-
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ohild h~a evil inolinationa that ust be broken; the child 

must be restrained by the iron h ~d of disoipline, bee use 

it is by n tu.re e 11 . Now, that is not true. T.he 

instincts of children are neither goo nor b d, neither 

mor 1 nor inmoral. hey e unmoral; they may be oralize~, 

they may be driven into wholesome channels of social 

beneficence, or thoymay be vulgarized into social detriment. 

e instincts of children for play, for amusement, 

for entert inment ought not to be repressed but guided 

sanely nd intelligent1y. 

true, nd • t insistent, 

The instinct for play is just as 

d j st as n tural as t e 

instinct for food or for self-defense. e cnild u t 

bola on the hillside; 

I 

play jua t s YODc:~e the lamb t t 

there is a urplua o~ vital energy that must ind expression. 

d it 1 the holy ta k oft o in hose h nda the ell-

bing of the child i entr sted to see th ta legiti te 

and soci lly u eful avenue or t e expression o tlese 

energies i ound . 

e oo lain t tour children like cheap d ncing, 

but they ·11 ·continue to like it unless e e ch them 

beautiful . an 1ng, in our schools and in hour ho ea. ,1ey 

must not be ept from dancing, but they must be taU8ht the 

difference bet een reined d beautiful dancing nd vulgar 

dancing, sot t as they grow up they 111 instinctively 

avoi that hich is unesthetio. 

I. h ve heard mothers complain t t the children 
. 

c re for no other music but r time music. Ther i 
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very 
ood de l of r time usio th t 1 A ttraotive. t the 

ay tom k ch·1a lo~e good us·o is tote ch the child 

good music in the hor •e and in the school; to e tabli h 

orchaatras in synagogues, nd church s, nd temples, to 

stiDlulate that fine eathetio love for ha ony nd fine 

music in the souls of children; to provi e our young boys 

and girls ~it pl ces here they o meet, so th t t ey 

will not v to seek the by- ays that lead th crooked 

ays of life. 

In other ord, not repression, not stupid 

suppreesi n, no in rcer ting the outreaching life oft e 

boy or the ir1, hedgingtham in, ende voring to protect the 

from life, but guiding them aa.ne1y ntelligent1y throug 

the zea at i 

the s e thing, th tis t l thing . But then, 

don't you see,ho problem shits rom the c ild to the 

parent. 

guidance? 

s cred ta 

I t e f ther or mother c p ble of sch a 

e thy sciplin sel es for t t 

they in the co e oe o th 

lo ares premely critic obser ble? e they 

de t nythin t o gi e to th ir children? H ve t ey 

ren, 

om su:ffic ntly t r o i ve, d the bear.th uf ici tl 

in i ting o th t the child ill e th t a na tur 11 s 

the flo er e t e imshine? Is the f ther the hero of 

the boy? he imp rt to him a ho t 0 rec o 

me cries ·oh the c ld ill tre s e? I the mother 

the priest a of the home, teaching the ch.ld to kinclle 
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th light fide liam, of fine manhood and wo nhood upon 

the alters of home life? Or are the p rents afr id of 

their children, a.fr i a. of the ori tioal apprai 1 of the 

children, having nothing to give them, slavishly devoted 

to those very things which the children are no end.e -:vor ing 

to indulge in?-- oney, and user ent s, Gire s-- nd 

nothing else. 

I hear a great de l o:f talk about putting school 

children in uniform to avoid excess in ress, or to 

reins ti tu te a curfe , wnioh i perfectly ridiculous nd 

absurd. 11 t, ti necess ry is sensible, intelligent 

mother, a father who has common sense. 11 that is 

required s a recognition on the p • t of theft er nd 

mother of their trusteeship t eir consecration in the 

parenthood fr.ioh they h ve s d; a realization that 

where there i a flower there xe ~eeds, and th t the 

garden of life must e tended and eeded, for there is 

d~er everywrere, and only a practical, intelligent 

approach to the problem on the part of the f ther and 

mother is necos ary d nothing else. 

ih t ppliee to school children applies equ lly 

well to young men and women. tba t i regrettable, my 

friends, is not that our young people of eighteen d 

twenty and twenty-two like to dance late--or olingingly; 

what is re ettable is not that they like to dress gaily-

more or le a; hat i regrettable ia not that they love 

cards or theaters too much. !base are ere trifles. ome 

_,,_ 
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more 
people lik their foodAspiced than others. hat is 

regrettable is th t these interests exist almost to the 

complete exclusion of all other interests. vhnt is 

really reg ett ble is th t these interests completely 

absorb the energy nd the talent and the time of t hese 

peqple. And \-Vi th all goes a tragic complaoency and 

feeling that they are right, which is even more damnable 

hile I am not prone to general indictments, I 

feel that I am not overestimating in saying th t there is 

an unwholesome materia:I.ization, an u.n 1holesome vulgariza-

tion of our young people throughout this country. I have 

seen young men and women come out of the colleges with fine 

qualities, fine intellectual. equ1. ent--alert, eager, full 

of wonderful promise, and I ha seen these men and women 

before very long sink into ruts--into the same g ooves o.nd 

ruts in which their fathers and mothers h ve sunk; and I 

have seen them lose pi ti:fully that fine romie e o:f a rich 

and full life, of a variagated life, of a life of many 

interests and many devotions, and have a great conaeoration 

in that groove, in t hat routine mode of living. I have 

seen all their leisure houra--for what we do in our leisure 

hou.re is w t makes us--devoted aingly and solely to these 

things of ihich I have spoken--not harmful in 

LA., 
but harmfUl in their tyTannical absorption of all of q.-,. 

leisure time. 

nd after some time I have f se college men 
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and om n per eotly dull. heir oonv re tion made one 

feel tnet they had just co e out of night school. I think 

it was Bernard haw ho said that the bourgeoisie (the 

middle claQs) has lot completely the gr ceful art of 

convers tion; only orkingmen nd ari tocr ts know ho to 

indulge in conversation. You listen to the conversation 

of th se :people a.nd ll you hear are interminable 

platitudes d ban lities, and t lk bout automobiles, 

and tires, d cards, and the we ther, and, lately, thanks 

to a good riend in Detroit, anti-Semitism. 

o, I am not averse to pleas e, to enjo e 

of life. Our point of vie is not urit but Je ish. 

e urit , 1 bo ing un er the Cl in·stio theoloSY 

inc tat1on, ea li~e t devil; d men 

la.boring under origin 1 sin a t t the bo and the 

desires of the body ere of and by the selves evil. d 

th whole t sk o~ 11 e and the dut of n as to uppress 

these desire of the body, to l ve a life of rigid 

discipline, of gre t sobriety, of gloom 1d olemnity; end 

. art as look d upon ith isf vor, and the t e d the 

ama ere denounced, and ro nee and poetry were b ni bed 

from the lives of en. 

t 18 not the Je ish view of life. Our God 

i not alone the od 0£ beauty and of righteousness, but the 

God of joy, of life, of intellectual light, of happiness. 

Our God delights in the laughter o children in the 

happy moments of human beings. I ish and pr y tl t 
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every one of God's children oould take 

and light, and music, and joy out of Go 

much of color, 

possibly c n . 

But the sad thing bout it is th t these men nd 

women fin noise and not music in li£e; they find the ol f£ 

and not the grain. It is the very fine things, th t lead 

to complete h piness and contentment o soul, that they 

miss, and it is 

these young m&n 

c use of th t that I speak. I iss 

d omen; I miss them at concerts, I mis Y 
them at lectures, I iss them at forums, I miss them in 

11hr ries, I miss them in settlements , I i them in 

literary circles--! is them almost verywhere here there 

is an oppo1tunity to receive spiritual and intell ctual 

stimulus . hey neither le or each. heir mor ls 

re not lo, but they re not high. The r just ordi ey 

and £lat. d that is very sa. 

ven those that re morally pure--and ther are 

not too many of them--their purity is but of the limited 

and narrow ind; erely bstinenoe from illicit indul ence, 

a mere ne ind of virt e. But t :re ;. higher 

kind o mor l uri ty hiab. is f r ore thoroughgoing, and 

f r more ortant, nd fr more inclusive; it is that 

pm~ity hich means a nglene a o~ mind a.nd purpese; it is 

that purity 

ill nl C 

1ioh 

r oter, 

eons a mor 1 unity, t e integrity of 
a 

nd life dominated by one reat, holy 
A 

puxpose, with all the aner ies of one's life devoted to a 

sored t sk nd a sacred calling; life inte ated, a life 



. , 

I 

• 

" 

• 

not brok n nd cattered into a thous nd nd ones 11 

pursuit, but a life directed and focu ed to one great 

goal--service, usefulness, splendid manhoo nd •ro manh o od , - -

a life devoted to God 1d the service of men . hat in 

of moral purity one seldom finds tod y. 
/ 

/ d the orld needs these young men and omen; it 

needs them oday more th nit did at any time in the p st, 

ith its infinite problems and its torturing problem; ¥ith 

its iounds sc rcely healed; ~ith its economic struggles, 

its politic l st uggle I its intellectu l struggle ; 

thousand and one questions de nding an ans er, and a 

thous d and one problems d nding the constructive 

intelligence o men f vision, f oung men nd omen of 

hope and ide lism. If the ol ld must go and ne 

orld ust come tot e it place, e need the hosts and 

the le ions of the new militants and the ne champions 

ho iill bring to a sorely tried nd torn and bleeding 

world the he ling b 1m of ith nd hope nd lv 

d I tell you men nd omen t tit i he rt-

bre ing to see the preciou t lents d he ond rful 

promise go· g to waste beo use of this pervading, lmo t 

s tu.rating, spirit of cha material·zation t t hast ken 

hold of our younger generation. I do not mean that our 

young people should become prude ; I o not mean that the7 

should bei ooent fools; I o not meant at their lives 

should b he e d around. l o man should be s hieldad from 

God, nd ave y man an ~o an has an must exercise the 

-11-



• 

• 

• 

in lienable right to find his or her own God in the 

·n ld ernes a • 

!hat we ask for is that our young peo:ple should 

live their 11 vea :freely, cleanly; they should enjoy their 

work, their ply; they should eel e ery pulsating moment 

and movanent of life to its ullest; their .emotions should 

be spacious buts eetly disciplined; their relations toward 

one another should be free and generous in the knowledge 

of the higher truth of duty and manhood . 

. /hat e ask for is not n rro standard of 

decorum but a high standard of conduct; ~hat e need is 

not mode t but consecration. • at our young people 

need--and everyth·ng else will anate from th t n tur lly-

is the lift o a great aspi~ation; t they need is to 

have their live thrilled by fin devotion; ·hat they 

need to bring into their lives is not spirit of prudish

ness and u.ritanism, shyn ss and bashfulness and a 

atupidit7 utterly out of tune in our generation an in 

our time, but ht they need is sense of eal f eedom 

hich come from doing the orally be uti ult ska in life; 

at they need to le rn is--and they ill learn 

move through life--the value of every pas ing 

I elieve it is the Psalmist who ea 

to number our d ~B that we n y in the heart of i sdom." 

each us to number our daJ19--to count every moment as if 

it ere a preoioua pearl on the string of life, to nake 

every moment meaningful and purposeful nd helpful to 

-12-
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ourselves; to our oral growth, to ours· iritual 

development. to our ultimate happiness and to the 

happiness of our fellow beings . 

lh t e need to realize is that the asted our 

is so much limes lt deposited in our muscles, hich gives 

to us age, 1Jhich makes us spir ~ tu.ally tired, which ro ba 

our ambitions of the elasticity of life t t .m ought to 

have throughout our days. 7.ha t you young en and women 

need ho have been favored ith gifts or talents or 

education is not to turn your b cks upon these things--the 

use ents, t entertainments; there is a moral v lue in 

them; there is a moral value in dancing, and in :play, nd 

in bea tiful dre a; dancing and pla . ng fine dre ere 

al, ys associ ted vith reli . n ~ith religious 

processions nd ith religiou r ctices; thee is a oral 

value in ev r bing e do rovi ed t t ev ... rything is 

directed to th one central goal--that of a h rmoniou , v 

integrated life. 

In other ords, ·ha our young people tod y need 

is to brin into their liv s the en e o d t , the sen e 

of obligation, the sense of ervice. 1hey ust re lie 

that rel h piness i not ound in the feverish purauit 

of one :ple ure after notler, but in the living of a ell

organized, s eetly disciplined, gr oiously re soning and 

harmonious life. 

ht, to my ind, is the gospel o~ t e ne, ay. 

--o---
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