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not broken and aoattered into a thousand and one small 

pursuits, but a life directed and focused to one great 

goaJ.--service, usefulness, splendid manhood and womanhood,--

a life devoted to God and the service of men . hat kind 

of moral purity one seldom finds today. 

/4d the world needs these young men and wcaen; it 

needs them today more than it did at any time in the past, 

with its infinite problans and its torturing problems; with 

its wounds s~aroely healed; with its economic struggles, 

its political struggles, its intellectual struggles; a 

thousand and one questions demanding an answer, and a 

thousand and one problems denanding the constructive 

intelligence of rnen of vision, of young men and women of 

hope and idealism . If the old world must go and a new 

world must oome to take its place, we need the hosts and 

the legions of the new militants and the new champions 

who will bring to a sorely tried and a torn and bleeding 

world the healing balm of faith and hope and salvatio 

And I tell you men and women that it is he rt­

breaking to see the precious talents and the wonderfu1 

promise going to waste because of this pervading, almost 

saturating, spirit of cheap materialization that has taken 

hold of our younger generation. I do not mean that our 

young people should become prudes; I do not mean that they 

should beinnooent fools; I do not mean that their lives 

should be hedged around. No man should be shielded from 

God, and every man and woman has and must exercise the 
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inalienable right to find his or her own God in the 

wilderness. 

lliat we ask :for is that our young people should 

live their lives freely, cleanly; they shou1d enjoy t~eir 

work. their play; they should feel every pulsating moment 

and movanent of life to its fu1lest; their .emotions should 

be spacious but sweetly disciplined; their relations toward 

one another should be free and generous in the knowledge 

of the higher truth of duty and manhood. 

Ylhat we ask for is not a narro standard of 

decorum but a high standard of conduct; what we need is 

not modesty but consecration. What our young people 

need--and everything else will ananate from that naturally-­

is the lift of a great aspiration; w t they need is to 

have their lives thrilled by a fine devotion; vhat they 

need to bring into their lives is not a spirit of prudish­

ness and Puritanism, a shyness and a bashfulness and a 

stupidit7 utterly out of tune in our generation and in 

our time, but what they need is a sense of real freedom 

which comes from doing the morally bea~ti:ful tasks 

vmat they need to learn is--a.nd they will learn as 

move through life--the value of every passing moment. 

I believe it is the :Psalmist who says, "Teach us 

to number our days that we may gain the heart of wiedoa." 

Teach us to number our daJ&--to count every moment as if 

it were a preoioua pearl on the e tring of life, to make 

every moment meaningful and purposeful and helpful to 
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ourselves; to our moral growth, to our spiritual 

development. to our ultimate happiness and to the 

happiness of our fellow beings . 

fuat we need to realize is that the wasted hour 

is so much lime salt deposited in our muscles, which gives 

to us age, which makes us spiritually tired, which robs 

our ambitions of the elasticity of life that we ought to 

have throughout our days. lb.at you young men and women 

need who have been favored with gifts or talents or 

eduoation is not to turn your baoks upon these thinga--the 

amusements, the entertainments; there is a moral value in 

them; there is a moral value in dancing, and in play, and 

in beauti~ul dress; ~ancing and playing d fine dress are 

always associated with religion and with religious 

prooessions and with religious practices; there is a moral 

value in everything we do provided th.at everything ia 

directed to the one central goal--that of a harmonious, v 

integrated life. 

In other ~ ords, what our young people today need 

is to bring into their lives the sense of duty , the senee 

of obligation, the sense of servioe. They must realize 

that real happiness is not found in the feverish purauit 

of one pleasure after another, but in the living of a well­

organized, sweetly disciplined, graoiously reasoning and 

harmonious lite. 

That, to my mind, is the gospel of the new dq. 
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