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I am quite ure th t fter I h ve co 1 ded m 

e.d res on ' t i ·1rong i th Orthodoxy nd fu t i !rong 

i th Re:f'orm, my ortho ox f iends • 11 say: 'ffell , , t 

could you expect from a re orm r hbi? nd y re orm 

friends ill be accu in me of ortho ox heresy. 

I no going to eng e his orning in 

religious p 1 ios. Of 11 fu ·1e nd hopel ss things 

pol ios · are a out th mo t d "the mo t hopeless . 

en so on come to re ize hat no o h s monopoly of 

true relig·on, th t 11 r ligian 1 t fte all , only 

groping in the dar , and that our kind her in He ven 

er dits us not with the truth h·ch e the truth 

hich a o ht to h ve , but ith the hore ty d the 

sincerity of our see ·ng th t truth. 

nhere is no royal road to God, 

d intol r ce o ,he orld, 

d a 1 the 

d 11 he cruelty bigotry 

of th orld let loose by religious f natics, is due to 

this one illusion: th t t1ere i s oh thing as royal 

road to God. Our t k tod y, I take it, riends, is to 

convert every man to his own religion, and not to convert 

man to other man's reli ion. i ould be a ha py 
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world, indeed, if every 1hristian were truly a Christian, 

and every Jew were truly a Je. • The sad p rt of it is 

that Christians are not Uhristians and Je ;vs are not Jews. 

In speaking of what is wrong with orthodoxy and 

what is wrong with reform, I shall not exploit the one at 

the expense of t h e other. hat is a. :favorite pastime of 

theologians. :rhe Iohammedan, I take it, can be a very 

go,od Moh edan without calling ever 0hristian dog; and 

the Christian oan be a very .good hristian without calling 

every Mohammedan an infide1. 

ourselves. 

md equally so among 

Religion, after all, my friends, is very much a 

matter o bi th; iii is very much 

o:E dispo sition, of environme 

oonserv tive than others by t 

matter a£ te perament, 

ome people are more 

people are 

les adventuresome, they have I ss of initiative than 

others; some people can believe more readily than other 

people; some have a more developed and cultivated critical 

faculty; some people prefer rich, colorful paraphernalia of 

ritual; others prefer the more simple, less formal, more 

direct communion with God. On ia as justified in his 

preference as the other, and only narro an, indeed, 

vot ld ind :f u1 t 11th him who is sincere in his religious 

belief u.nd in his reli ious practices. 1e who kno both 

reform and orthodoxy lmo how much good there is in both, 

nd how uch there is not good, and so we shall not devote 

ourselves to the pleasant pas- time of exalting the one at 

-2-



• 

• 

• 

th expense of the ot 1er, bee 

and the e k 1es of each. 

1e kno both the trengt 

I shall try thi morning o 1 y b re a little of 

thi eakness th t is • ound both in orthodoxy nd i re o m, 

·th a vie to ard the strengtheni g of both. I take it 

th t refor 1~ here to st·y for a ~ood long while, so 

is orthodoxy, ~s ec· ally ith the recent i flux of u i n 

immigr nts; ortho oxy ·11 receive 

le e of li e in thi country. 

ne1"·rth nd 

na. the u lit o 

ne 

i 

ortho oxy as it is to be int d ys o ~ome ill affect 

us 1, and so e re concern d pri arily not it the 

ch pioning of one nd t1e de reciting of the o her, but 

nth rev aling t t hich i un holeso a in e ch, sot t 

each m y gro 1 strong r and ervioea le in 

Je i h life. 

I c not help rep ting thi thought : tha. t th 

more progressive ,e become 1d the more civ'lized ,e beccme, 

t more we become di_· erenti ted, the ore 1e begin to 

di f r one from ano her, and or1ly on vho h very simple 

d n ive mind c expect in th d y to co th t aJl 

Je \/ in t iis 1 nd, or the worl o er, • 11 t i 1 • on 

m tt ers relig • o , and ill observe the ct to1 nd 

th s e p cticea. It is bet to find the common meeting 

ground, th b sic things, nd reserve them, nd let each 

1 nd or ch ener tion for itself ork ou th t er 

tings. 

No , when I spe of ht i wrong ~1th ortho oxy 
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nd wlat i wrong ith reform, I do not ~ant you to feel 

for moment t t I believe t1ere is nothing goo in the 

one or the other. I not pe simist; I do not believe 

that Jud ism h s died . I know that ther ha develo~ d 

ong cert· in circles of our eople tendency to shout 

from th houset ps on ev ry occasion that Judaism is ~ ng, 

especi lly men the occ sion is one for th r i ing of 

funds. I people need money or ~1 d-torah, an so on, 

th cry at ca is r ised t 1at unless ve do th t Jud· i mis 

dying, nd so • ten nd bring your s ekel l • 

There is an element of the etern 1 in Judo.ism-- nd 

th tis one of t ... e sup· .. e) e con vie ti ons of my li:fe; 

O• the eternal whic n.11 ,ake Jud ism survi e even its 

I ~hink it w ng ill 

hos id that t e vice o are on the sur~ ce, but 

ep 1 i an un~een. nd th t i on er-the vri tues 

ully t·"ue. ere dily see our vices and oux ilings, but 

ble to only the an of keen in i 0 ht nd of great faith i 

look down to he re t depth d see the e~ern 1 ch racter, 

teen uring u lity o strengt o our f ith nd of our 

people . 

On the f ce o the aters, my friends, th e 

are n ny c oss-currents that giv one t e im res ion of 

conf sion, hopeless confusion, but de down beneath the 

surf ce o· th ~ ters re tho e swift and smooth c annela 

that move on steadily d i resistibly. d so I iant ou 

to :feel that ith all m critici I m extremely 
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op t imistic bout the future o Jud ism in rica; and I 

can see the fir· signs of th revival to y . 

ir t of 11 , v,h t i wrong vith orthodo ? I . 
h ve no quarrel with the real orthodox Je . I h ve no , 

qu rrel ~th its theory or with its practice . e r al 

orthodox Jew who i true to the cient d.ictum- - 'Le rn , 

teach , observe , pr otice , 11 -- rlth him I h ve no qu rre1 

tall . I may cli fer with him di lly; I may no be 

ab l to a oept his theology ; I may not be able to accept 

th irst principle o his theology--the 1 in its 

completion as iven to ose 0 on rount inai , d t h t 

th, efore it h s a inding validit upon 11 S1ccee ing 
. 

gener tions ; Im y not believe in the bin ing forces of 

all the os ic an r bbinic I y not believe in the 

orthodo religion ; Im Y. not e ieve in the coming o ·a 

personal .essia.h . But I h ve no q rrel ith them n who 

does believe in these things . He 1 y be a much poorer nan 

bee uae of his 'f 1th. For me and for hun reds of thous nd 

the development of so·enoe, the dv ce in h · storio 

kno 1 dge , th tudy of comp r tive religion , Bibli al 

critio·s , psychology, n 

faiths i mpossible of belief 

re dily believe in them , 

t not , h ve ma. d the e 

ong o rsel es ; others may 

But it i s 1th the an who neither believes in 

these things , nor pr ctice in ull the te chings o the 
d 

ortho ox, who sti ll, or ome unknown reason , woul o 11 
A 
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h msel:f orthodox , that I ould have a ord ;v-1 th . 

has developed i 1 American Jewish life in recent years a ne 

type of orthodoxy. Some call it nee- orthodoxy . It is 

made up principally of such men as are neither orthodox 

in their belief nor in their pr ctice , but who ~ould like 

to see orthodoxy observed by other people--a ort of 

orthodoxy by proxy. ey like all the conveniences n 

all the comforts that a very liberal religion 11101ud give 

tne , and yet they -would insist upon a theology nd upon a 

practice rigid nd rigorous for the other fellow . They 

v1ould like to run vd th a h re and hunt with hound . 

01 , that le ds , to my ind, to a demoraliz tion 

of character , 

an ugly word--hYJ?oorisy . 

a peculiar t:rpe of Je . Yo 

He i the sort of a Jew who 

aches very much 

ve1oping in this country 

ow him , and I now him . 

ould viol te the Sabbath 

ithout any qu lms of conscience, nd yet woul insist 

upon being ar:ri d in his hat ; the ort of Jew th t would 

ride on bbath ar:d holi a;ys, but ~ould p rk hi machine 

two blocks av•ay from the syn gogue; the ind of Je that 

oul et trefa in every rest urant or hotel , ut would 

keep up some form of iscipline o kosher in his home; the 

kin o:f Jew th t insists pon tuo d ys holiday nc.l observes 

neithe • 

Now , I realize that it i s much more difficult to 

b an orthodox Jew than to be a reform Jew . I realize 

turthermo1e that it is much more difficult to be a 
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oonsi tent orthodox Je tod y th it s i:fty ye r go 

in ~urope, in a so e hat ghettotized life. I realize th t 

it oftentimes ta es su:pre e sacrif"ce to ea con istent 

ortho ox Je . It is 1)6 c u e of t ha t t ha. t I int in -h t 

no one ought 

illing to 

re call himsel n orthodox Jew who is not 

k t .ese s c:rifices, who ·ould p rade under 

false colors, viol ting t e fundamentals of orthodox 

reli ion, 

orthodox. 

d yet c 11 himself, in retest I suppose , 

' he nee-orthodox of this l nd has not developed 

theology of • ts o m., discipline o conduct of hi own ; 

he has not succeeded i adjusting himself et to j e 

lie of th o ntry, ld in cor elating hi religious 

pr ctic Hith the l 'fe of t 1e coun ry; nd he h not 

~orked ou living f ith for 

ad. He ill not h ve his child 

hildren. 

r orm Je , 

t i 

his 

child nll not be an orthodox Je , nd o t .e c ild lo 1ly 

but _surely dri ts into irr ligion, into non-reli ·.on. 

e old discipline does not hol ; none i di ci 11 e 

ocept ble h s be n evolved, an youn ener tion i 

up t t n ither nos the ol nor tne n ,. 

It is re t mist e, my riends, to think, 

some of us think, t t every man ho is not e. orm Je 

i i;poo cto ort odox Je • I venture to say th t the 

v st n bers o o r people re neither ortho ox nor e 

they re ei her ir elig·o , or non-religious,or anti-

religio • ne o-c lled ms es of o peo le, nd the 

_,,_ 

rm· , 
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ao- o 11 d or in 1 so our peo le r n ort odox 

by y tretch of tl e i 

o the people ~hose life 

in tion, nd re not r om; nd 

s oe n sancti id by reli ion, 

the people • • • • s 

permitting hundreds o thous nds of its ons n ughters 

to go f ithl nd G less . 

meric or ho(lo Jud i m h not e oted 

itself s ch as it s ould h ve to the re d d he 

pre erv tion o Je vi h le nin • Of t h t I sh 11 e ◄ 
' 

too, he I CO, tot e sub·ect of h t is ron ith 

reform . In thi re t nd o 0 s' it close onto four 

million 0 Jes , t re i one o ern theologic school or 

the tr ining of con er tive r one chool in 

the 1Vhole lan . nd t sohool . canst ntly in fin ncial 
' 

str ·t • nci 1 h d h chool i m 

Je 
' 

d t e 1ole bo rd th t h exc e t • on o . one n , 

i oom osed o r or Je 'S . 

It is ell or tho oun nd enthu i tic 

gr tes of t in tit ton ho n C llin orm 

J da 
. m n or Je s 1 sort 0 n me 

' 
0 e r thi 

f ot in mind : th t the onl institution m k ng or oder 

ortho ox le rni in th l d i sup orte 1 ost e clu i e 

l y b re o Je I n City 11 e 1 vel n ' th . s • 

one red tho d Je I/ , t re re perha a t o or three 

1 lmud- or hs where there hould be t en or t enty . 

Ol hodo y must begin to org nize it elf l ong 

l ines of educ tion , for th t Bits trength in the d 
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gone by. h re is eed of consistent definition of its 

position; there is need of th development o a discipli e 

of Jewish lie in ortho doxy th twill e consi tent with 

eric life and re ily cceptable by the gre t number 

of ort odox Jes of the rising generation; t ere is n ed 

of gre ter sacrifices to be brou ht by our fella Je rs of 

the orthodox convictions; th re .:. gre ter need of Je ish 

le rning, of Je ~ish study, o:f Jewish school --oduc Jt ion. 

It is not enough, my friends, for n ortho ox 

Jew to a "I . ' not refo . Je 1 nd thei' e ore I m n 

orthodox Je . " ~o be n ort odox Je means ubscribing to 

a defini e theology, su scribing to definite mode of 

conduct, subscribing to definite discipline in life; it 

i plies dutie d respons1 • 

ut there is much th t 'o much or orthod 

is 1rong 1th reform Jud i m ell . Ju ais ,my 

friends, has not re ohed the ma. es of our eo le. Ith s 

been circumscribed within a cert in soci 1 circle. I do 

not kno· i ethe it is bee use its spi:r.i t h s not been 

s iciently de ocratic, or whet}e its liturgy and it 
• 

mode of li c does not e 1 to then s s, or hether 

our mases do not respond to any religious ppeal, but the 

fact does re ain that ie h ve not reached t e masses of 

our eople, no more so th n orthodoxy. If we have reduced 

tradition and t adition 1 observances to minimum, many 

of us have not observed even th t minimum. 

I do not mow 1he t 1er you realize, men nd omen, 
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that no religion can endure u le sits devotees sub it o 

cert in religiou ode of conduct, to c rt in to 

customs and pract·ces and obser ances ,hich de elop habits 

o· con uct, hich stimul te, hie old to ether the roup 

or h commu.ni ty. er ly a ro ession of f i th, me ely 

dher n e to cert·in b tract rincipl sis not 

sufficient to perpetu te re ligiou ~ group. ..ere is 

equi ed form o org niz tion. ~he·e is req ·red a 

• scipline to l eep 

telling in hum n lie. 

aith potent, virile, ctive nd 

e :ve lost t t. 

some cone rate 

i ea, my frie• s, must expr ss it el in 

yin orde to catch t eye, to tr ct 

d to hold; esp 

Children learn b 

i lly is t1 t true it c • 1a.ren. 

th 

not by being 

in a ome th very t lked t . 

atmo phere o 

th b u. tiful 

• eh i religio 

m ningf l 

a ho e ha v l eeps li e 

bols nd cer one nd 

pr ctice o or 

the chil r n --

o nee to 

hild r i ed in such home in ,c 

l t osphere ill in tincti l im i e ·el· ious 

entiment; it 

cha cter, it 

to im. 

ill remain ith him, it ill mould his 

111 evelop hi ; yo ill not h to pre ch 

le h v 

developed in our r 

:Je ish 1 is 

religious. He i 

lo t t t n m y ho e . her h s 

s sort of reli iou bol~hevism; ever 

a thority 11 by hi elf on.m tter 

an thor·ty on ~ t hould be re t d 
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wh t should not " , ept; he • s authority on Jh t should 

b obaerv d and w t should not be ob erved--a r· ther 

un ortunate sort of individualism t1at dos not 

the strength of the grou:p . 

k 

o the time h s co e or o 

realize th t jua t as it is i per t~nt for 

Jev i h 1~ .. en 

soldier to 

or 

.,_ 

submit to discipline in order to keep the morale of n 

ar y , so i s it 1 port n for him to submit to relig • ous 

regimen . mode o-:f con uct, a set of oooerv noes and 

pr ctices in or~er toke pup tne • ine or le of our • i th 

d of our lie. 

here is someth·.ng else th t Je lac . le l c 

t t ~ • ch the re 1 orthodo Jew h s to ma elou de ee; 

'le 1 CK re 1 s irit of piety; eh ve forgo~te , o J to 

pr y; ~e have Io t 11 i cy . 

ethics n or ls d all t e orm li 

e 1 vet lked 

of ethj.c 1 

doctr s. e h va ome o but hesit~tin ly, -lmo t 

~pologetic lly, . • • • • • 

eform Jud ism a hundred ye r o be n not a 

religious revival, not s ev gelistic movement , not 

to ~tllnul te t he ires of devotion , but s 

tion move nt , tor tion lize our i th , ~o 

r tionaliz 

ke it ore 

in concord nee ith th .... pirit o the time . 'h t s ell; 

that ~ s necess ry; th t b inevi t ble . But int is 

proce(s 0£ ration lizing our f ith e ve , • n ·, y , 

denuded it of con uot, e have driven out that all-

sust ning pirit o rn sticism 1ithout 

- 11-
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can be livin relig·on. 

I tell you, men an omen--and I hope I have t 

11 times emph sized this tho ht--tl t mile ,e a·e 

hundreds of thousands of deeply piou, be uti ully 

de otion 1 sou s ong our reform peopl, I kno of 1 ny 

that so ehow h ve lost the spirit, m y ilio h ve lost th 

way to God. ~lere are all too fev of us ho, in oments 

of real suffering, in moments of disillusio ents, in 

moments when everything see to slip from our fin ers end 

11 eh ve built crashes do ~n to ruin, in moments ~hen e 

a:re lone, cm re ch out and touch the hem of the sh chim , 

of God's robe of glory. There are 11 too fe of us ho 

go to our pr er booku and :pour out our soul to th 

kind ere ful ther. listening ears of 

iet , m riends, th tainin in luence of the 

divine pre~ence in our life--th t faith th ill en le us 

to s Y, "I elon to my beloved God, nd my beloved belongs 

to me' --to lk ,.,1th God in the 1 nd of the living; t1at 

f ith ie h ve someho lo t sight of; e do not give it to 

our chil ren, BO that when tihey g· o u n a e lost in 

the mazes o life's perplexiti t en th be in to seo 

aaidst all the confusion of life some biding reality, they 

do not turn to the God of Israel, our God, say, 'feri ly, 

lie is the fount in o life." t they eek in trange 

folds for th t ihi ch will sati fy the hunger and the thirst 

of the ir d ya • e religion, re 1 piety--th tis the 

gre t lack in our lives. 
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nd lastly, my rie1ds , v been j t s 

guilty as our orthodox frien sin neglecting the due tion 

of our c~ i ldren . ~onder whether you re lize ho~ many 

hours your olildren are devoting to Jewish eduction . I 

venture to say tl at a liber 1 esti te iould be forty houro 

a -ye r -- just bout day nd h lf out of 3 5 da. in 

year re devoted to Jeiish liter ture n Jewish history 

and JeHish religion . d then you wonde1 Nhy our chil ren, 

1Vhen they re con:firTJ1ed , o so little. They c not 

lrnow ore . 

It is all 1rong-- this curriculum of Je~ish 

eduction hich 1e ve tal n over rom the non- Je. e 

cannot ake our children loyal , enlightened na proud Jets, 

ble to meet th vo ld our o ef thers et 11 

dversit , hen e devote ju d n lf OU t 0 

er to Je~ish eduction . You ~at give us more of your 

children t s time; you t gi e us t least a much time as 

your children devote to d ncing or other uuement . I do 

hope that a lill co e hlen our children ~ill ttend 

school three and for times a eek . d the d y 1111 

come 1hen our home cc ~ill su le .. e t, instead of • e dering 

nugatory lueless the t achings o the und y ohool, --

our homes will sn ple ent , trengthen and exemplify the 

te chings o our religious chools • 

I ~onder w et er ou re lize , men and omen , how 

£e students in our refo rabb:m ·cal school come rom 

r eform homes . hat tell th 

- 13-
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cannot of it o strengths pply men te c ers--r bbis iho 

will continue the traditions of our ith nd our eople 

then it is not justi:fying its e iste ce; and ou ·Jill 

ne er send students to rabbinic l colleges unles , l'hile 

the children are young, ou ~ill tr i t e boys into re 1 

knowle e and not give themas attering of inform tion. 

In other ~ords--a.n thi ~ill be my 1st ord-­

of the reform Je I .1 ould sk gre te:r. lo alt to i 

synagogue, to the observances of h" yn gogue; re ter 

loyalty to th group, to the needs of vhe g oup, to the 

tr m ndous proble s of our r ce in 1 arts oft e old. 

Of the reform Jew I 1ould s irit of iety, '""' ...,pirit 

of e 1 religion, pr yerful 

home. Of the re orm Je, I 

tion to Je~ish le ning, to 

educ tion--not lone for your 

reverential spirit in his 

l k stron er applic~­

i schol rship, o Je !ish 

u.l _ren but for your l ves. 

con i tent, 

o, o~ my orthodox friends I would ask a ore 

o· honest, a mo e sincere understand·ng 

of orthodoxy in e ica· n tte t ade vO of 

ortho oxy 

religiou 

n acce ta le, a lovely, a desir le mode of: 

life or our c i. dren. ou c nnot h ve olish 

Jud ism in erica no ian Jud • in er·c . e 

Jud i of , s 11-, f icient ·or a, hence it 

exited and a good; but you c not forcibly an co letelYI 

tr spl nt a type of Judais , ,· th 11 its details, th t 

as aJl- u icient nd beneficent in anot er 1 

con itions, ne envi o 1e ts a e 1 ci c st 

-14-
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mu t e ou elib r tel n ho estly to 

orthodox it in nd fit in b aut· fully , a it c n be 

to it in i n lie . n you, too , devo 

ourselve~ to Je i,h le·rning , buil in lmud- Torahs , 

bui ding our higher ~chools of le r i , building the 

te c ers ' • .. ·n rie . . . nd sup o t them • 

. o o~t odox d reform ther re to rod 

led ng to tne sh_ina of God ' s t uth ; some p efer 

the one , nd some efer the other; both re good . .or 

t e men JlO lk these rods alk in incerity, i n 

co secration o s iri t, i n purity o 

s ek od . 
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