
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         147           51           106 
 
 

The Noblest Song in all Literature, 1921. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• 

• 

• 

"__! DOBLES~ SOIG .!! !lJ! ~~ i'UI@." 

A~ THE fEMPIE. SUBDAY ORlllG, Y 16, -- ---- --
1921. 0 VELA.BD, OHIO. 

Ot all ~oru of poet17 the lJrio 1a perhaps th 

moat intimate. and d all lyrio poetr7 the religious po•. 

holding within itaelf the m79tio thollght. is perhaps the 

aoat intimate w11h human ~eelinga ancl anotiona. nd al 

these religious lyn.oa the Peal■• are perh11.>s the greatest. 

ankincl has long reoognized th1s ~aot, and the 

Paal■a h&Ye bean the treasured and the oheriabecl songs of 

n•rl7 the whole o:t ithe hllman raoe; under every sty. in 

every land. 1D ner7 epeeGh, sal■• are BUDg; and in 

all the v ried mooda the Ps--~ re inTokecl to bring sol.ace, 

oomtort am ohear to the oul of man. 

I ao et1Dlea think that a great aong mu• tu.Uill 

three requirement ■• A great aoag _ut, in the first 

plaoe, be an art1at1o song. It ust be tlawle a, perfeat; 

a g• enohaael, aa it wre, ln a setting of pc-teot dioticm 

and r,thaio moYe nt. It mmt be art1et1o. 

In the eeooll4 pl.&oe a great song 111J11t ooa••J' a 

great thoa.ght--a thought that partake& of the lature, of 

the eternal an4 the UlliTer ■al; a thought ,bat r1••• fro■ 

that hidden aton h011ae ot hv■• •21>erienoe, ~ut like a 

apr1Dg that r1•• ~- 1ihe aubterran•• grouad ••••• ot 

the ••nil; a sreal tlloagJat ar•tl.7 ••r•••&. 
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An4. th1rdl7, a trul.7 gr•t eong reaponda to 

a h an ue&; lt annere w something withcln our soul■; it 

tae4a our soul•. lien turn to auoh a song aa 1nat1Dot1 Tel7 

aa one aeeke the hand of one th t one loTea, en darknesa 

falla upon the world. song like, "Lett& kindly light, 

amid the enoiroliJlg gloClll, Leacl fhou •• 011., the Dight is 

lark, and I am tar from .ho , lead Thou e on. -•tha t is 

a great song. 

song like. "Sunset and evening star. done 

ole r oall form•. ~cl a7 there be a aning ot the bar, 

when I put out to •••• t auoh a t14e as moYi se a 

asleep. too h.11 tor ound and to , en that hioh dre 

•• out the boundless cleap, tu.ma ho e again." th t 1 a 

great aoag. Liketise a so lilt• "Jo cl.er n, 1q Jo. " 

htf'aouild th ohord 1 he soul of man, an4 

no here in all literature do 7ou find ao man7 onge that 

eat1at7 thea three reqUire nts of art1at1o fo , of 

UDiTera l tho111ht and. of uni.Taraal appeal a th song■ 

that were B&Ted trom the ra-yaglng hmd ot t1•, and • e 

oanoa1ze4 in that book, th spiritual creation ot the 

geld.u of oor people, lmown a the Book ot Paa • 

Do 7ou ~ • tr1en4a, that • nen ape of 

I■rael. •• beilag a religious people, a people that firat 

PY• the 14.. ot th on Goel &DI the om h1DDan1 t7 ln the 

worl4. 

I■rael. e ao■eh • anc, or Yer7 el.4 • speak of the 

llter&17 1•Diu. ot tha poe,10 plllu o~ our p ople. ADI 



• 

• 

• 

yet ao people haa roduoe4 au.oh literature a Israel, from 

the daye of the min■trel who aaag the aong of Deborah, to 

Heine, who, after all, was a paalai■t 'th t per•eoution had 

distorted. 

Iarael ha■ or t d 1111.perb literature , and apart 

from the aubatanoe, the torm and at7le ar olaaaio-

marreloua. I venture to 7 that there is no drama in 

the whole literature of the wor14, even aaoag tmae aupei-b, 

immortal 4r8.Jl'e■ of the Greek , ooapan.ble to Job. I know 

of no short ■tar7 more perfeot in its design, in ita 

4nelopment, in it ■ handling thl situation, 1n its 

olimaxe■, as the ator7 of Joseph in the Book of Geneaia. 

I now of no tri uaphal ode 1n t e ole .11 ter tur of the 

work4 th t ha the ferTor, I 

'iapul■e, as the BQ118 of iri 

rtial air, the atir, the 

, he Song b7 the Sea. I 

kJlow of no loTe aoag in the whole range of manelo118 love 

aoag■ comparable to that matohle■a loag of Sonp. I c n 

tllld nowhere an •l•a whioh tor 4epth of feeling, for 

profoun4Deaa of human •otion, for the greatness ot the 

thing■ it • 111 and of the tb1nga it 0D17 intimate■, aa 

DaT14'a lament on the death of Jona'lib.•• You. 11111 searoh 

~ 1D tha literary oreat1ou of the peopl of the earth 

to find prophetio utteranoe■, exa1,at1oa, rel1gl0118 

41tat1ou, like tbo■e of laalala. you 11111 fJ.114 

aowhere a 1,rl• like the ·•--•-t7-'111r4 P■ala. 

Our li,arature, 7 :trienla, 1• the ■aorel 

literature of the worlA, aot beoauae it ■peak■ of D1Tin1t7, 

.. 
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but also beoauae it apealca d1Yine17. Untortunat 17, like 

■oat great thing■, it i taken for grantel and aeldom :rea4. 

So one defined a olaaaio aa a book that is ad.mired but 

not rea&; am the ble is the greatest of auoh olaN1oa. 

One so timea takes one' a Bible aa one• a te--for granted.. 

I aometi • thiDk of the 4aya that seem so tar 

r ved 'h<11 these heotio aDl fner1sh 4aJ'8 of o ra, hell 

the heacl of the famil.7 would take clo the old tam:117 

Bible, ancl place himself at the head of the table like 

prieat of old before th alter, tu:r• to a page of that 
• 

anoient and i111aortal literature, read it to his household, 

and interpret it and medi tat• upon it. 014 taah1onec1., 
it■ 

it 1 true. at hast enAplaoeT • feveriahl.7 turn 

owaclaJ'B to that page in our ~•per to di ao en r th 

■oat •~tlillg mo'Ylng plotur • here are ver7 few peopl 

ao•4&J8 ho read. &Jlithing ai e their newapapel' and an 

oooald.oaal magazine; but ev 'those who do read boolca, hm 

you enter their hoaea you 11111 t1Dd the lateat novel on 

th llbrar7 table. a aovel that perhapa will not Uffive 

au atha. But the ble has Bllffi'ff4 the onelaught o'l 

ta ap■ l Th ol4 Bible you will tiDll tuok a11&7 BCDe her 

iJl the OOX'll I' aloag w1 th •• old ~am117 photog:raph8 &Del 

t.h aarrlaa• oerti.ftoate. 

Bu here 1• literature, friends, that atirr 4 

aaaHn4--11ter 1Rlre that and.ea aug a the7 rohe4 into 

batti.. anl • lilt on their 7 to mar,iz, oa; here 1• 

literature ,11at gaye thl t e to • • ot the gr•t••t 



• 

• 

• 

11111110&1 or atiou;that pre ente4 the subj ot matter to 

Jaalt of the great dramu of the rll; th t 1n ired nearly 

all the great patriota of the wor14. H re 1 literature 

'tha t baa tallhio ed t peech of tiona; oae id.1011 is 

uecl 4&117. am unoonaoiousl.7; who■e namea you carry; hose 

laWII you obe7. Yet Oil!' p ople today. 4uoate4. 11 o 

a great deal about the b1"1111ant banalltiea of a Chesterton. 

or the oharJ.atan1• ot a mlcin, but nothing of the ortal 

. . . . .. . • or th• ph1loeoph7 of an 

eoole■iaat. 

It is -.ery di~fioult, toz- all the marvelous songe 

that h ve. ~ the a OJlft hmldre and tift7 that hav be n 

:Y d--beo uae there were man7 or and ma.Dy other 

ooll otiona tat ere loat,-1t 

tro■ theee noble oreationa o t 

t t is p erhapa the noble t. 

Tary d1ff1oult to aeleot 

nlrit of an th• ong 

One he■ltat a to p1ok, to 

ooapare, when one tb1nk8 of a paaJ■ like enty-aeven: 

1'he Lord 1a 11 ht d 7 &lyatioD. Ye ne d not tar." 

hen one re 4• Paala ort7-t • • A panta the hart for t he 

11prlng■ of watel'. ao pant 7 aoul for God." en one 

reah a pa lllce Eight7-tour: "How l0Yel7 are by 

brllllaat plaoe • oil Lor4 ho■t! Better 4a7 1D ib7 

oourt■ ~ • thouaan4 laewhere." One baa d1ffiolll.t7 

1D etermintng whioh ot the ■• g- 1a mor attraot1Te, or 

pleasing, or •tlafJi.118• 

Perhape that little Pa•J■ 

of it■ breT1171 beoa111e ot it lll'Yel.01la attr tion, ma7 
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all ,he noblest oag 1Jl 11 11,er wre. 

I ■ai ~ re are three things that d1atingll1ah 

gre t song. and you will aee ho the e three things reaoh 

reaeion 1D thea aix brie~ Ysra • lmo1111 aa 

the ent7-th11-4 Pa • • 

Lori 1a y ahepher&. I ab.all not nt. 

lie aketh •• • lie aown 1n green paatur ; JI 

th • bea14 the ■till ter■; Be 

re■toreth 7 aou.1: gal th me 1n at:r ~ pa tha 

far •7 ••••a aak • 

Yea, though I walk throvgh the Y le7 of the 

eh.do• of 4 a, I t no nil, for ou art 1th 

~7 :r 4 and 7 atatt, they oCDfort me. 

ou prepar at a table , 1JI aplte of ine 

011 a.&&..1..1. .... ..a....&& • t rq head. th oil; 

117 oup raaaeth OT r. Surel7 goolD a and mero7 

ab.all toll •• all the 4aJ'II ot ■7 lite. 

or I shall cl: 11 in th ho • of the Lo:rcl tor var. 

ol lo re■traint. You get the 1meg••, tbl piotu.rea ot 

th t the p•la oalla out ill your minl. 

Qo4--0o4 1a the llTillg Sllepher 

fl ok--to th an1Dge of lite. 

int, there 1a 

r ad.a the p al.II 

aee the pie n ft lie D4 the peac ~1 atr••, &DI 
. 

• 

t winding lane• ot 8UJl 4 light, an uletne■a and p oe. 

e the oth r 1• of --a the 1114e; 

Qo4 1■ t Ch.1 e of the 1o■t and wul riag oeep: of the 
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tro1lble4 anl the aorrowing. One baa ploture of a dark 

nll97, and ra"fine■, anl thoru. and pitfall■, am ehadowa, 

and also of a atrong. wise f'r1an4, who guides our feet 

alike. And then one haa anotller picture o.t God-- s a 

gr-oioua ho•t. who welcomes ua dter a long and wearisome 

Journe7; who loom• us to the ooolneas ot llie arbor, 

and to the bOU1t7 ot Bia tare, and to the peace o~ His home. 

" ou prepueat a table before ae; Thou 

armointeel 117 heal with oil; .-, oup runneth over. ' 

I aaid th t a great eong mua, h&Ye a great 

thought. I need not \ell :,vu what the great thought 

ot this paala 1a. You ti it in the ke7DOte ot the 

first -Yarae: "!he l.or4 u m7 

fruat in God; peaoe ill Go4; 

I shall not nt." 

.......uni,nt ill Go4--that 1a 

the um. "feraal '110~, of the Pw~.-. 

That, 1;o 7 m1D4, ~r1en4■, la the ult1•te 

thou&]II that the mind ot m• 111 oapable ot--th• moat 

prophetio, the oat final, the ultl-.te word of truth. 

Before men o reaoh that aarYeloua ■erollit7, that 

oonti4tDee. that t t whioh •• tr a aoag lib 

thi • tlle7 ao et1ae ••• to go through the Talle7 of the 

aha4ow of death. Before men oan I.rink of the still water■ 

of Got the7 aoaet111ea muat ,aate of that 011p of llt• fro■ 

the foaa to ti. irep rd tt; the bark of la .a lite mu■t 

a et •• be to H& bout aid.I all the turbulent t•a of 

life, n 4o •• raplla Ul4 ~ whirlpool.a b far• 
_,_ 
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ha7 wllo a.we■\ not, th 7 o ha~ n• r 

p1Vllbe4 the 4e1»th of th• aoul of Iara 1, t , ooapaaai ona t• 

aoul ot our peopl • apeat of our God aa a t rn, oruel, 

rnengetul tJrallt. Israel knew better. Israel poke of 

lt God aa the ahephercl. 

hat path tlo 11884, m.y :t:r1an4a, hat trag1 ne I. 

the w1aeat and the a1;ro et a oag ua, the oat proeperoua 
some 

and the oat amoeastal. oag ottent1me■ haYe tor.God 

. 
to ahephsrl th• thr011gh life; in those tro hled and 

b-ette4 moot.a of our 4•JII• Oh, tor some kind hand to 

lea& u 1D the green ~el.la of qui "14- and • 1de the 

.,111 ter of p aoe I Don't 7 a:perienoe t 

met1mea, aaid■t 

■trtte an4 th• ati,aggle of 

8 and th fury, and t 

olutter cl the cilaahiDg of p Iona , of lov a. of hate■? 

Don't 70111D 'Choe•• nta eo ti a for 

80 8 e,un4eratan41ng, kia417 :frien4 to tau us by th• 

h 4 a lea4 ua to th• ftelda of u.1 ta• a peaoeT 

'o 1a m7 epher, I ahall not ntt" 

Don't 7011 etia feel the need of a gm.4• 

lhroagh the Tall of aha4ow■T 1ng t.h• ar great 

114 ote a book 1D Whioh he spoke of a new r Y lation 

that ha OCD to hill. Qo4, th• lafl.■ible iq; o4, tbl 

.111D1111it7; GOd,the le U' of the ho t of d; 

Q , ho 1■ with Bi• oh114reD waJ.Hng b7 th ir a14 thrOugh 

.. '11 ... Nli ,.,o ba t,1.; Qo4 • o h r■ their br Ok a 
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aobll u ~•7 ~all 1'1S:n4e to the ear111'; Goel, 1ib ■tan4a 

bea14e t.hau ~eyere4 oo, d l. ,a H1• ham of 00011.Dg 

peaoe 11.pon e:1.r v r d bro ! !i.'h t ia the new 

r Telation, thoush the •thor, t t ha o e to humanlt7. 

But it 1 ao ne revel t1on. ~a1; is our od; that is the 

oa of th a a\ ho a;L : 'Yi • 11 ue; I a1k thr ugh 

al.le o th lo o I fe no evil; for 

• ~ rocl and ihJ' Ill at • 7 comfort •. " 

Go leads on; 

la our lea er; hro h f l 

our l•der; t11ro · 

thrO h 41a111uai~ 

• thro 

throug wealth, thr ugh 

d r. 

~ter a lo 

hi 

• •Jc u1 • p oe 

pr r t i le b fore 

1ila oil; 117 oup runneth ov r. 

am a feri • Be 

1a our uid.e ~ our 

bJW&18 of lUe, • 

r llh&ll a find itY 

• 
• 

el.7 goOdne s ero7 

1 0110 all the ot 7 lif, I ehall 4 11 

th 

1thpeoth 

I 

a 

rd 

..,.. 

o 4 l ill God.! '1lat 

or 

thi o4, o ooul 

thia 

1 

o Ir 1 bva\ fo~ 1 to thi 

171'1 t llleftabl ,rua ill 

er our live t q. 0 •• Jl8 ■ e'YeD aa Iarael 
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aee4•4 H • Jle 1 not a God 1D the hea ens ~ar ott; 

and H• 1• not a 7 out 1D tm wild rDNB, inaooessibl • 

Oall 1Ulto ; H 1■ ne r; He 1a b7 you; He 1 ithia • 

11 " • 

"Seek Hi for Be oan be tou • " Seek me am 

!here is ao lite but lite in God; there is no 

•nth but truth 1n Go ; ther 1 no peaoe but pe ce 1D God. 

"Seelc an4 11 ff 
• 
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