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llr. Thomas ~41eon, along with his re aztkable 

aoh1eY•enta and experiments in his chosen field of endeavor 

ha• lll&DJ" other pas'tUmee am d1Yereiona, and oooasion 117 

• d.iaon ant er't ns the publio. Smetime ago r . Edison 

added to the gaiet7 O'f the nations b7 a 41eaertat1on on the 

aubjeot of immortalit7, anl. lately. r. •• ison baa con­

tr1bute4 to the entert inment ot people by the publioation 

ot a questionnaire 11h1oh be was wont to submit to the 

oolleg~ men who applied tar: po 1t1one in his establish ent. 

i'be queetionnaire-•m t of you have read it-­

OOYere a variety of subjeot■--a oat the whole field of 

h111Dan knowledge. It is, of course, elementary. • 

E41aon•a oonoluaion, baae4 on hie e.xperienoea 1th oollege 

■en who endeavor to answer the uestions, ia rather die-

oonoerting • r. Edison ■aya that our college men are 

... z1ngl7 1por t. that ther is al.moat nothing hioh the7 

aotual.17 do mow. 

!hie queationn ire h&a eYoked a good de l cd 

0011111ent--■o■tl7 aclver•• oomment • Sc:ae ha-ve ■aid that the 

ab1lit7 to an■wr the ueationa ia no lnd1oation of a man'a 

1Dtelleotual oapaolt7; that meaar7 ia not a tr_ua tea1; of 

•n-.lit7; that to be bl• to haye at one•a f1agert1pa a 
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aerie of 41 ■ mieote4. 41 ■3ointed taata, ia no ni4eno• 

of a man's tbillking faault7. of hie power of juctament. of 

hia 1111 tiati ••. and so forth. Of oourae theae o ant• 

are baaed l rgel7 upon one 'a own experienoe in try.lug to 

anawr tbe■e quastiou. It 7011 uooeacled in ans ring a 

goodly n11mber of th JOU felt ooaplimented, and you at 

0110• reaolYed that the questionnaire was a sound on and 

a true 1nd1oat1on of yoar mental statua; 1t you auooeeded 

in an■ ring only ten per oent of thaa JOU at onoe re olved 

the questions •re stupid and meaningleaa. Personally. I 

tried to ardl r these questions, but out of dderenoe to 

■7 aaa1 bili tie• I d1 cln • t u.ke the ay rage ; 1 t 1a not 

good thing tor one's self-est••• 

It 1a, ot cour■e. r tat it 1 uoh 1 s 

illpartant to now what oi t7 pr oe th greateat II bar 

of laua4ry machine■; 1 t ia muoh leae 1Dlportant to ow ill 

llb.&t other oCJIUltr7 be■ide■ Au■tralia kaagaroo• are founl, 

'1lan to now where t heae aoattered taota 11&7 be foun4. In 

1921 1t ia a Ter7 ditfioult thiq, aa 1apose1bla thing, to 

have an abatraat, uo1olopecl10 mind oovering the whOle range 

ot human kllowlel.91. I auppoee in thl eighteeath oentur7 

11loll a thiJlg, 1D a wa7, •• poaaible, for dter all the 

intelleotaal horizon■ of Ma were 11m1te4, 8Dl a man b7 

applloatioa .a. atud7 ma7 have •stared a goodly portion 

of 1mman Jaaowle491. In th• twentieth omtur7 it 1■ 

111poea1b111t7. lilowl.eclge toia7 1mreuea aa rapidl7 ae a 

111111ber 1■ ■qua.rel, and no 114, ho•n•r 1lll1lft.al la it ■ 
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en.4.o en,■ • Oall lalow all th faot■ that oa11 be knea. 

It 1■, therefore, logioal to aeBU111e that 1 t ia 

11111.0h more iapar'l;ant to Jmow how aome taota ma7 be obta1De4 

an where these tote 7 be foa.n4. an4 in t 

ene70lep cl1aa and 41oUoaarie■, than to lmow otthand what 

■tat• in the Unite4 States produoea the gre teat n ber of 

peanuts, whioh wae one of the questions of Thomas dison. 

It 1a also true• ie it not, t at ory a uoh 

1 no •~idenoe of abillt7. I ha"fe lalo people ho could 

re 1te 1'7 heart poetr7 by the re , no oouldn't write a 

line of ngllah th elve■• I ha-.e own a a ber of men 

and me who ha,e a oat ranarlcable Ut of rememb ring 

name■ and facea, but who oul4n't b a le to pull de;wn a 

hat oheok pr1Y1lege 1n ao hotel. aaor;r 1 one faoult7, 

and that not th moa:t; 1Japort 

But ilal:1ng due allowanoea for all these thing■• 

it ■till re alns true that r. Edison's indio ant ia. to 

a l_.ge degree, ■011nd and tenable. Our oollege en an4 

a have neel ot tb.e aaae ount of ddinite, oonoi , 

.-.-illV4 tel7 available 1nfol'lllat1on at their diepoeal thAt 

the oollege • n ot the a ountriee of urope w. Their 

1ntormat1on, to a larg 4 ••• 1■ Tague, haz7, 1D4ef1Jl1te. 

The7 ha"fe not t t c11ao1pl1De o~ 111D4 th~t uropeua 

U1Yer■1t1ea •1111•llow ■uo iJl deYeloplJlg. at 1a a 

ta1Llt 1oh our oollege eurrloul.1111 will ha-Ye to o• roo e 

in the laya to oo■•• ih.ere 1• too m11oh of 1J14efla1tue • 

ill our liberal rt• depar'8len••• I ow lmndrel ~ 

.... 
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'thouancl.8 of 7oung men an4 wo an who spen4 four, aix and 

eight year■ in mastering Latin, or Greek, or moh, or 

German in our erioan ao llege■, and. 19 t who could never 

read a page of Latin, or Greek, or enoh, or German with 

ease and intelligently. There ar ver7 few ~ our colla 

en and women who are able to use their own language 

gr eflll17 and aocuratel.7, or who poaae a a fair acquaintano 

with the olaasic 11 terature al their o• people. Our 

oollegea do not eduoat_a enough. 

t--and this is the thought th t oom s to me 

this oming-- ere a man bl to answer thee• 146 odd 

queatlo that r. d1eon put, and did he not pos aa 

those other qq.alitiea whioh e egard as e aent1 1 to 

eduoation, that aa:a, to 1117 , ould ■till r ain 

ignorant. Eduo tion serves t purpose -one, ut111t7, 

nd th other, culture. uoatioD must ••bl• a man :to 

beoo• ffioient in life, to help hi .,....,.,to att in that goal 

llhioh he haa aet for bi elf; nd th t eduo tion ut 

h1J118'111 ts the iad1 Yidllal • 

ow, 1n kiDB a m etfioien't or7 1a not of 

pr1Ju.r7 importanoe. t is muoh more important ill 

eduaatioll, 1;o abl a Jl to wr etle Aooeaah.111' 111 th thl 

pr bl a that lite will pres t to hill 1n Wb tner field 

he ma7 ftn4 hlaaelt, 1■, ftrat of all, the power ot 

aonoentratioa--th• power of will that will foou ov 

attmtion 1lp0Jl a 4etlm.t pro'bla 11111 lef1Jl1t• t a, and 

to tlak to 11. 11Dtll baTe olw4 it; '• abil1t7 to 

_,,_ 
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• ■hake ott the mental :fag and oentralize and oonoentrate 

upon a definite thing until we have aucoeede4. That is 

a thing that oan be aa.ltivate4, and that is one of the 

u■ka o:r eduoation--to oultiTat~ the power of oonoentration 

d Ulen to ulti T te the power of aff'eoti ve 

thintiag. I remanber passing through th great 

eatabl18hment of the ationa1 Cash Register Company. t 

D ytoa, one day, and I •s clellghttu.117 aatoni d to find 

before ever7 deak every benoh in that great eatabliah-

ent a sign 1 Ter7 bold, re letters, wi'lh one rd 

thereoa- illk!" at 1a the hardest thing in th orld 

to do--to thinlc hard. and think loag, and think for auraelf 

and think through a thing. , 1■ a gift ini'ln1tel7 more 

important than the gift of w1:1111u;cx1 

YOll know, I think w losiDg i faoulty for 

quiok and effeoti'Ye thinti.ng through at r • .Elliot oalla 

our mental 41aaipat1on. e read today not for purpo ea of 

oultiT&ting 011r 1IMl or quiakmlag our int lleotual 

faelllti•• or learning how to think by refleotion; w reacl 

toda7 for purpoeea of elaxation--to est; • read th 

aagazine or the short atory en we are tir cl, jut to be 

able to lull ua, to prepare us for 111.eep; we r ad thirty 

lliaute■ before go to al• p, d in the orniDg our D4■ 

are perteot ,1aak o• rnillg the aubjeot whi.oh w h&Te 

real about. • • on• . to •7 1a4, 4eetro7 our taoult7 

ot thinking. • ar ao, ao,1-Ye wh D w •• a Yiag 

plotve; • are entirel7 p iYe; are 1n a r eptl'Ye oot 

-1-
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all the thinkµag is done for ua. and the muaolea ot our 

1114 before Yer7 long beoo e atrophied and orthlea. 

That ie one ot the gr at tunotio a ot eduo tion-­

to atilm.late quiok, resolute. tteoti Ye, deliberate think­

ing. And then, to 117 1n4, another gre t hnotion of 

eduaation la to develop within you nd me the po er to 

reason, to ,udge intelligently; to igh Ti4enoe; to form 

OODOlUBiOD8 intelligently; to 81ft nldeno ; to b able to 

4i■oern the true from the false• the real troa the 1111l'eaJ.. 

the taot ~om the fano7-tb.at is r al ecluo ti n. 

able to plak up a newapaper and to dieoern a oat 

1Dtu1t1Tel.7 what 1a propaganda and what 1 t faot; to 

be able to reacl between t e 11 s o a ne 

that is e4uoat1on. 

r oollDDD--

e ar deYeloping a r•UEl•ac•D4& type o'f mind, 

mind that reoeiYe■ unoritioall7 eve17th1 tat peopl 

prefer to put into it--a sort ot a ate basket re ept,ol 

tor all the lJlto atlon or ai■illfor•t1on of the orl4. 

Our mincla aho11ld be like ale-n■-olll.7 the truth should 

able to ent r and to rejeot th.at whioh is not tru • 

The ll1Deteenth 0111tur7 baa given ODe big thiJII 

to o1v1llsation, and only one big thiag. and that 1 a 

■o1ent1fio po111t of Tl••• Ken toda7 are no better than 

what thq were a h1Dl4re4 yeara ago or f1Te hundr ye r 

ago, but n tocla7 haw the o1 ntltio tool of gauging 

n4 meann.q real1t7, of dla Teriag trutll oour t 17, an4 

1Ull• a 7m poaae■s that 1 ntitlo t,th. • l••• 701l 
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approaoh ner7 probl• 1th a ■o1en'U.f1o method. and 

1Ull.e■e 700. pay reTerenoe and deferenoe to faot■• 70u are 

not a product ot the twentieth oeDtul7; JOU might :Ut aa 

wll beloag to the thir,ee.nth oentur7. en JBJ8tioia11 and 

reality, faot and fa.llo7, blell4e4 and ere hopeleaal.7 

ooahae4. 

And, lastl7. I belie"t'e tor purposes of real 

ettioient ecluoation ou.r ohools and oollege■ lllll.&t stiaulat 

our iaagination. I mow many a fool that had a perfeotl7 

goo4 •or7; he laoked that •••thillg whioh gi"t'ea a touoh 

of originality to our llve■--and th t ia iaagination. 

llo1ib1ng la possible ithoat imagination. whether it be 1D 

■oieno or in art or in lit rat •; to be able, aa Brown 

ea)TB. to strike to aotea and not a third but a atar. 

That ia what the tmag1Dat1on oe ~or men • That la your 

ooDtr1but1on to it--to be able to ooabine taot■ ill an 

or1g1Dal an4 UD1que 7• t'hat malcea for progre■a; that 

kea for d1aoo'Yer7; that matea for ill'YeDtion; that ma , • 

for great art and great literature. So that there are 

aore faota reqlliaite for r al edUoation, 1:t it i onl7 for 

an etfiaient uoation, than a retenti"t'e me•r7. 

Ba.t, granted all theae thinp--tlat at the po er 

f oonoentration alll etteoti"t'e thillking and r aaoa1ng p 

an4 a oomtru.etiYe Jeag1 t1oa 1-I ■q. a ma.n a, haw all 

the • taot■ an4 a till r Id.a 11De4 ate4, 11Doul Upt • for, 

u I ••11, there are to purpo••• 1Ja elueatioa, oae, 

utlllt7, and tile othar. nlhre. uatlo tor 

_,_ 
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eff1o1ency la only one half f education. i'o train a man 

to b co auoo at'Ul in life 1 ut to tr 1 him to one­

hal;t of hie statue at re l aahood. Re 1 8l coea uet be 

a u:red in t a.'ll'IT/\ Q of 

an aoola.l 
• 

hoo n 

o train a 

raoter 

an ill effici no so that 

he a7 be mor e ctive tool, a gr a er produoer. 1a but 

to train on i ot hi ture, anc1. ·but to ke him 

protaaeionallz d, 3ob1fiecl, departmenta11 z man, but not 

the man ad in the image at God--the ell round cl m , the 

o CJBPJ.e -te an. 

Prussian edu tion before the ar a Yer7 muoh 

thia sort of ducatio --the t Clbn1oal eduoe. tion; the 

1JldiT1dUal s tr ned al.mo t p rfeotly to become abaolutel7 

perteot 1D hie oho•• vo t on. bu hie ot er alt, hie 

ena1b111t1 a, hi a nt1meat e Uone, w re left 

unteuohel; they ; they re not pur11'1ecl; 

they ere not oryatalllsel; th y pro uoed aohine 

but DO • 

Utility g hand in ha d 1th o ltur ; oi no• 

at go han4 and .\Ullll .. 1 • o kilo is but one-

halt o~ lit: to eel 1e the oth r haU ot life; and true 

taowle4ge 8lld tine field• k• u: t oult1 ta4 • r. 

llot, 'fhoae n nt1on•4 b7 m b fore, P•• a ••r., 

exoell nt det1R1t oa of a oult1T&te4 m1111 1n a leoture o~ 

hia a liver d om year• ngo. H 14: , 1a t 

Cllllt1Tate4 a t o la oulU t 4 man! A cnal.U ftte4 

1 not • , 01'1 tieal, 

-a-
14lou e tu-•, T&1n ot 
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JOU •duos • the ind of a oh ld and star•• hi eoul. 7ou 

are and.1 forth clang ou in vi 1 into 001 ety. 

' 
oondl, t11ll.tu e. I re 1 d oati none 

t ha e a oritio ul . all t etio oi tio ot 

xo 11 oi •• o th vi_tu of 

lite; to e le to di er t e goo . e t • 
th oleao e, d the be u.t1 l; to ble to iaoriminate 

bet en th r 1 th r 1, bet en the fine and he 

TUl r; an athetio eye, a or t al a reoi tion oft e 

rld, of Taluea,--that 1B, to my mind, the eaa tial f 

edu t1on. old th vulg r things almost 

instin ti'Y 7; t t~lse. the t wdry, t e gan.■. th 

ill ino re, th r ar ari lle e or in h an 

relation; to look ~r th 1 o r , the fl • t 

lo•• o l' I 4i~t 1 lite; Od r tioD 

to 

d 

toler no• in plac of 1got 1',and 1 tol r oe, and furioaa 

ag r 1 'Y D98 , 1 a .. lag; to lov • 
quiet and • aut7 of Goa.• e gr 

rl4,-that, to 1 st or edu.oation. 

the oal.1' 4 "1l1 t t 1o OBll o for am • 

o b bl to the ol hiator7 of th 

111liTV8 1 one• little plot of r4 baok of hl h • • 
to ft.Del 0 late eat1 f t1on ln a f• 

r latioaahlpe; to mow to tri n an ho to ho14 

th ; know to eoom Bil intlunoe 1n 111 I ho -
loT • ho t 1 1r lo 1D ot r 

p ple; 111 ot r r48, to ue the old and autltRl 

-ie-
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Biblical ph:ra.ae-•how to be a bl esing to the orld. Th t 

ia r al eduoation. 

I,aatly, the lory and th4' moti v po er of 

due tion is e:nkindling, an enuo ling enthusia • tl­t 

4r1 'flng foroe in one's life , th motive pOYJer. th urge, 

is an ideal. 1,;0 lack e t ideal in your life is to 

c1o fUl 1nf1n1.te nu.mbor at thing • unreiated and .1e301nte ; 

it is to scatter your ul. A great id al um.ti Y ur 

efforts, harmon1zea your aotiv1tie, gives you oentral 

fooal point in. li~e, e. ap1r1 t unity, harmorq-. You 

mow whe.t you t, 1 er JOU are going, nd how you 

are goillg o arri e th r ; there 1s p ose to 7ouz 

lite, a direction, a goal. 
/ 

An eduo ted ae • nd p141>eaio, 

OJnioal has isaad ,he gold it of due tion--unleas 

7011 have an enthusiasm that li 1100, en in pir tion th t 

enable you to s ep ov r ob t oles, th t 

to endur diaap ointmen1a and di11illusio nta and failure■, 

t nd h ppineae in spite o~ laok 

of real iz t 1 of t J.8 thing 

1'ha t is real ell:u.o tion. 

hioh you s t out to do. 

It I wer to sum up all th t w v aai • I woulcl 

■a7 at rea1 eduoation 10 r lig1oue duo t1on--truth 

we , ed to Di vini t7; kllowleclge 1n for an4 mB e holJ' b7 

1daB11 ; o kno. and to ~eel; to learn tote oh; to reoein 

~a.t is duoation. 

--o--
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