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LECTURE 1!! RABBI BBA J!• SILVER, 

ON u IF iVE RE TO LI VE FOREVER " 
- ---- I 

T lliE TEMP -- , SUNDAY MORNING, 

NOVEMBER 13, 1921, CLEVELAND, O. -



Til•G.7 there ar quite a mamber of people ho 

are lnter•t•I 1n the aubjeot. I lon't ant you to f al 

U■appoiat I; I want you to r e b r that the nbjeot ia 

not how to live forevft-j'U8t it we· ere to 11 • for er. 

Om of the moai frequent oompl 1nta of an, tr 

arlie t ti• to th pres t, froa Xoheleth to uat, 1 

oonoernlng th braYit7 of h1U1an life. I r ad thi oraing 

paalll 90, llhioh 1 perhapa one of the ohoioeat plea of 

litur17, of liter hr • in the worll; and 70 rY 

how, S.n that peal■. the aentiment noe,-n:lag th br1 r 

llf 1a ao p th tio 17, so tr g1o 117 

expr aael. " • c1a19 of our llf are thr••■oor ara 

and ten, or nen by r aeon th four oor ra; 

yet th 7 are t1re4 of arinea s~f enng; but thq 

ar aoon gone 4 we are out off." lot to ap ot the 

young o paa aw.7. 

1'here 7011 h ve 

h11111m 111n4 haa never b en bl to graap. fh re •eu to b 

ah a t ln the eoon 7 ot natll% , that J011118 en 

■oaroel.7 tar••• on the 7 thre■hol4 of life, 1D 

hope■ till unreallz cl, •bitiou Ullftll•, with ao am.oil 

I a 7, not to ap Jc f th 701ml o lie; but "t'ell 

d '1lo • o U• 1n hat w oall 111 the tulne■ of llf •• 

dter the llo • thr ore ar anl tea, a IIIIJl 1■ n nt~ 



,.aare 014 'b7 the ti he get■ out of the ■tag• of oh114hoo4, 

ot the gaplJlg age, when er7 1aot •u•• hill; a aan ia 

fort7 19ar oll b7 the tim he h a made hi m.atakea &D4 

learmd a few thing■, and 3uat en he ia r cl7 to profit 

'b7 ll1a experienoe h la oalle4 b7 eath. Por the aver • 

life ~ !m being■ 1a leas 1alan fort7 ,ean. U a D 

1 tortnmate to 11 ve unto aix'7, he reoeiYea oonetantl7 

r•in4era, 1nt1aatiou d uath-gray hair, white hair, 

llhlaperinga ot the g.raYe. 4 at eight7, wq, at ight7 

• beoo • helplea ana. hop 1 •--ahildren again. Children, 

howner, hoe pa th le&a.a not to llf • but to 'lhe graft. 

■o it 1 no n4er. than, that aom• people 

are 4r1Ten b thee retleo ion , a frightta.l peaa1m1 --

"anit7 t Tallit1••• everyth 

la ther for un w atruggl 

at yalue 

tri ff, to aoquire thing■, 

aooU111llat• mowledp, 1a4oa &D4 experienoe, when it mut 

all en in 4 a'11T Others • dri Yen to a ooo.r■• of foll7 

an4 dn•• --epioure■,-- c , till the oup, 11114 in the 

fir of apring, the ntezi ga:rment of repen4'an :f'ling; 

the b1r4 of tille has but little 7 to t17--an4 lot thl 

b1r4 ie oa the wiJIS•" "Yoa lt.a'Ye but a few k78 to 111' ; 

• t, drlnk an4 be aer17, tor tomorrow • Ile.• 

Other■• however, th ■on lhoaghtflll, those o 

are able to look '11.rough a ,bing, into the heart of ti. 

thlna, haT bepn ln reo t para • rlou 17 to w.q tu 

•olaao• of 11~• an4 of llTiJla. It laa DOW beo • a 

-



n.b~e t tor the laborator7, tor ao1 t1fto 1nTeetipt1on, 

for mecl1oa1 ■oienoe. Jlen of author1t7 ha~ aa14 ti.t it 

1 but an unfortunate habit ot the hwnaD mind. to th1 t t 

• ll&ll 1111U1t cl1 at enent,", or 1ght7, or n1net7; that there 

la o reason 7 th apan of humau lif oannot be ext cled 

to a Jmn4NI, or two hunlrel, or three lnu.Mlr• yea.re or 

■ore. erlmente h&"fe b en oonduote4, 7011 ow, 

w1 th the obj o of tindi!Jg 111 of leng"theaing hmlM llf • 

And it 1• a very proaleing 'thing; I lleve t ere 

1 a great a.al to be xpeote fro thia. 

expreaaecl th thought that ere ie not a clr 

I think I onoe 

t t OU 

rao haa n r 4re 4 that ha not oo tru or that 7 

ha• wiahed tor, and. na d 

oontimloul.7, but wba, 1t ha 

nea tl7, int eneel7 DI 

tn.e r 1■ omalng tr • 

1 ooaot1on. 

n raoe wante4 to fl.7; it anted 1ft 

01&1 we tlr. '11• hluiaD oe wanted to 

tranalli, 1 t Toio gre t 41. ■ t noea, wt.a • o n speak 

aoro•• lan4e ■ea■ ithoa.t 7 ttort tall. S • 

cl 7, before T r7 long, w 

ill • ..,. 

11 be able to oirol the lob 

I , it the r o ooull aoo 11 h the■ thing • 

there 1■ re 117 ao r aeon unler th• m 111l7 ioa euDO, 

aooo liall the teat ot leqth•lag hmum lite. 

pretet lnel, har 11114 ta 'I tural law that ••78 tbat 

1111 , Ile before oae h,mdre 19ar•1 ii le alMptblr a 



queatlon. a aa7 'h••• man, ot w18h1ng--of Witlhing tht 

thlna long mough and h&r4 enough ant. oontl1111oual7 aough. 

hr 1, 1 the wieh that 'beocaaa Ue tblng, alMI. it la tlMt 

U.ea tha, uU1aate1T ie o r, real--the word beooa flesh. 

••, around this thought of lengtheDing huaan 

lit 'b7 wan,1ng ,o lmg1;hen 11;, George Bernar4 Shaw ot• 

hie pl&,-, "Baok to eth1111 lQ.." I am not going to tell . 

7011 the ator7 of the pla7 ( the bookeellere might objeot) •. 

but I am golng to tell :,ou fir■t of the idea whloh un4er-

11 • th pla7, the ph11o■opq of 11, aa expre■ ae4 1n the 

introdu.otion, whiah, lib U of Shaw's 1ntroduot1ona. are 

better than the pla79 th 

reaotion to it • 

• Shaw eta.rt• 

lY • fan I will tell you IDJ" 

theor7 ot nolut1on hioh h 1 t • mini■ of o1T111se n 

enthraJ.1•4 for the last half omt1117 or re 1a fal.••, u 

it 1 00DJ10nl7 un4eratoo4, n4 has proYel. a blight a.114 a 

bane •Ill a vaat aeetruotlve torH in o1Y1lisat1on. 

at la this theor7 ot eT lutioa, or the theor7 

o~ natural eeleotio , th t 1■ attribut 4 to Darwin! s1ap17 

■tat 1. nth.old IBUOh teolalioal tend.Dol..,._-ana great traiha 

'b Ter7 ,1.,17 ., t 1--1t 18 th111: ,hat th• apeol•• 

hioh en 1 tola7 ar th 11a.n1Ta1■ of a long proo •• of 

natural ••leotion, anl that all the Y&rietiea an4 apeoi••• 

-fro the tro1 to the h1111111.a being, re traoe4 to thla 

unoor&eo1ou 4 pruo-■ ,hat aoe• OD 1a u'11.7■ oout ,17, 



aaele al.7, of e41ng ou, lhose ,i- an 1 aa tit "to 

aupt •• elna to ne phploal oo itiou--olima • foot. 

ge 1017, or hat not. 

r. ha gi'V•• aa hie illustration the giratf --

aa you ow. ow oaae th• giraffe b7 th long neok? 

ono upon a ti • there re v•r, •~ 11 ttle giraffi a, anl 

tha7 11Ultipl1 4.; th ir uo • not eo long, ana the7 

f the ahn.bber7 up to th 1r OOJ1811Dl too 

height; a 7 eir height a tour ~•••• and • th re aa 

no re fool& tho•• who oaa.14. n t rea~ 1lJ) p riabel, anl. 

tho girattea 

p rh 

gi:r&tf•• who 

0 OJl 4o the 

1011..i. 

r or tort'UDII t • o•• neo ere 

, 111.ffift I; ancl b7 ting 1th other 

11W8 ..-.111,.u 1 nger, \hq produo 4 a 

r a little longe~. 

• until the 11 t waa re • 

41 Ollt t VDft t, 

tit 1•-- 1a 

• 
o , thal 

tare it■ 1 lioationaT 

b1Jlloatiou ar ••fill. It iapli tloa• an that there 

1 1Dte111 enoe in h 

1D th worl I thal 11111, 

rlcl; tha ther 1• no purpo•• 

hope, upirali are o~ 



NIUlequ.enN 11halaoev ar; that life, froa the illbeo11• to 

1ihe ••bezi ot the hanoh aoaa.~. ia 4etem1ne4 purel7 aD4 

ezoluaiiTal.7 b7 a bliiMl, eh.p14, r lentl••· 1UIOOD80101l 

for 1- till, to 1111fter, to 4eatro7. 

I , that thoaght that life le a 4eaperate 

■truggle, a tearing and a ola ng, got into our po11t1oa 

ant our internatioaal relation•• ation■ oe• to talk 

glibl7 ot th nrYil-1 ot the fitteat. In orcl r th t 

Gel'Jl&ll7 might 11Ye, h7, it hae got to oruah lta aker 

neighbor■ • That la th• la of nature; it 1• a hol7 ~b:lng. 

AD4 up to thia da7 our international relation ar 4etez-

mSne b7 thi rather 1nnooent looking 'lheor7 at eYolution. 

tum• thing 1>11•• to buaine • philoeopq. 

• talk about bu.Bi aa la - aalng tiat 

lra.aineaa 1• 011.tthroat prooe■ --the nn1Yal of the fttte t 

If y011 oan • t reaoh u.p an4 nnmoh ..,. at the lean a 11 tu 

higher, •~, 1011 die. ADI our life be • bltghtet. b7 

u-agio anl atruetiv aater1al1 , that 

•••7 1noh ot our or«a11 ... 

low1 Mr. S aia. • Berg a ■&111, other■ ■q, 

that ,111■ theor7 of eYolution 1■ fal •--not aloM fatae 

lna:, wlobl; not alone oket., ba:t the at w1ake4 thiq 

tba haa ob■•■•I the Jid.n4 ~ JUD tor tllouaan • of 19ar■• 

An4 u •inlll thi■ theor7 the7 pre■ t t;Jii■ o•h•r theo17 

of life llhloh ·uo-i,t■ nawr 117 the irretatabl• theor~ of 

eftlu•1oa1 that 1, 1■ a tao, •hat '11111P grow ana. eTelop ______ ,__.., ______________ , ________________ ~~---



l:~tl(~ 

Shorthaod~ 
-, ~porter CJI 
C Q 1tVE\.~ 

and ohange anl adapt '1lemaell' a; that noihing rlnga :h.11 

grow.n, aa 1 t r , ~ th bro of Zeus a the7 aooept 1 t. 

But they 7 that things ohan • not beo WIS of ~ternal 

taro oDl.7 but beo ua of intern.al volition■ •• well. 

Sp oi a o a o ne they t to oh nge • 4 it 1 the 

will that ult1m tel.7 expre ea teelt' in f oultiea, in 

1111110 a, ~ the aoqu1s1 tlon of • things. A ■peolea 

to ee , and ant it hard eno h, aul ul.ti t 17 oom • to 

ve • th whioh to see. Ju t ae ,ou, 11&1'8 • Shaw, 

kB up on.r ncl th t you t to r14a a bio,oi.. am if 

ta 

JOU 1'111 tr7 4 tr,- d UT, ultl el7 th t 11 ot 

70Ura 11 4 elop tbat uaol, th t ap\i't;llc1e, that ~aoult7 

rid • blo,al. w1 thin JOU t t will enable ~ 

rel boom t1. 

tha 1 

e-volut1on. 

t 1 

t 14• beoo • a t ing 

a t th 017 of oreatlTe 

hare 1 in thi rl a Ute foro ant an 

en r th t 1 not bl1114, but illt lllgenl, vpo etal, 

th& t 1 oonatantl7 try.I. • oo tantl7 tr71Da to Jt • 

i\ el~ 1n att I' and throvall oiro t oe■ , oon■,ant17 

trying to ore t ne forms, w apeoi • Somet ea 1, 

1a11 , n4 t t 1 111117 7ou haYe 110 117 failure• 1D the 

rli.. So time■ it euooeed • 

t ak oft tr 1 a 1d.U, 11plrati011, 

hope. hi■ ph1101oph7 f life for .,,1a1 t 

•• tar~ • tor h pine••· I np that o• 

'h 1W7i •• r bl.a a tJMt 0 r. P rh p neither 

_,_ 



lh 017 make for 

tor P•••lld. , fol' pr as.on. tor 4eatll; 1114 th otb I' 

theo17 make• tor hope, for life, the exerOia ot b-ee 11, 

• ... Jl other ideal.lat prefer to liv 'b7 rd tor 

ow, thia 14 UD4er11•• • Sha 'a plq, " ot w 

eth elall" --Iha • 1a a habi,, a atup14 bit, ant. 

ao how, the hlllDII~ raoe got into tha habit. re 1a 

really nor eon 11h7 one breed houl4 11Ye a ar, aDll a 

tur118. will aq, eho11l.4 11•• thouean4 ar; no 

re eoa in the r14. • oan 11•• longer, 

6' ever, if •• 3ut will bar 

lo nl.7 •• we 

• 

... lift 

r oono•tratel tora. houl4 it tab a 

are before h ge a out of hie fool _, 

oh • at the ot e1gh. , 1■ happen 

hll' 1 ■ ne 

pla7 

111 hlllT 

cl.eTelop nt, llhiah woal.4 take tort7 

' a een oonoemr t 1a perhap x; h o 'Ulint 

11 't;tl bo7 la born who o 

" t ot tour; anothe!' one 11111 v tort7 79 • an 

no g t there. al haa h p nd 1D lhi■ little bo7T 

11 hi a p 11171 lhe 1■ no reaa • 1'1l7 eT r7 h.-~ 

■1101114 not be a protig. In thi■ llttl• b 7 • 10111 prooe 

• 

• 



h&a ban oon4en■el, oonoen.trat 1 • 

• 
4uoat1on, of 

• Sh• think•, all our 

tever nature. will b oonoentratel, ao 

that ao muoh time ll not be lo■t 1Jl learning the 

lemeatar7 thiap; :a,at as the oh114 18 born w1 th a 

natur appetite tor a a11111at1ng fool. or brea hi ; it 

o ea na~al to the oh114; ao other fanl.t1e■ of thlaklng 

11111 o more n&W1'al to ue an4 quloker. But it 1■ 

Ill'. Shaw pea baok ,o Ale &Dtl ET in hie pl~. 

aa torwarl aa tar ae thought reaoh. 11 be~• w1 th 

L11 1'11, who la in Sha • a pla7 th life foroe of whiah I 

apea, p.t '111a Uf• toroe. 

he ••Ja. "U ra lt U aa 

maa." In the Garten of d 

1 111g to or• t• life, aa 

ate a man an.I. a 

the • rpent, hiah 

aboU•• w1ac1o■ D4 blend. edge-Whioh 1■ a erpen,, i■n • t 1 tT 

lgnor 11 bliea; ipo nae 11 the p&rati • whir• peopl 

am vegetate; but on. a 7ou galn wiau and Jmowl e4ge, 

70u have t en unto 10ur el1 a erpent, a poi n, t t 

b 7011 r ■ti-Ye aDd r tl ••• tba m •• 7011 a pilgrla 

thro h life. 

It 1■ wi•aa•• 

nttenna into thl r11. loh•1•'11 ea1 , • lt great 

the ■erpen U. .,. et 



• 

the eoret of lit aDl of the bringing of lit• into ti. 

rll. Oaila &DI. .&'bel ar introduoecl, 

progreaae■ d show the ar tioa c4 the r oe of ld.nl 

into 1dlat r. Sh oall■ the cU.rt7 digger■," or the d1rt7 

lclllen." 

hia foo4 b7 the neat of hla brow. 

killer; he mut UY aa a paraa11e. 

o has got to earn 

Oa1n beooaea tbl cl1rt7 

Both of th ar 

1a afra14 of inaort 1 t7. of 

11Y1Jlg foreYer, beo e he Ao ■n't now hat 

b oauae Ute is o notonou; keeping on 41g 

shall do, 

nery 4 7, 

that is a terrible thing, and ao hi greateat f ar 1a that 

he 11 have to li"fe forever. 

O ill, of oou.r •, 

he 1a the killer; he li'Y 

a not want to ll"fe fore~er; 

hen .,., the moth r 

of O in, Ire ot a time When a will neither haw to lo 

the 41gglng nor k1111Dg, but n • •• will o e to be, 

r oe tba t is for oaete4 in b 1, Who 1a th 4reames-; a r o 

that will wan, 1 rtal.1'7, beoauae it clre ant • 
T1810IUI ani on ,.. b a11.t7 1D th r14, a Dl al :y m-tnp 

oaeth1ng new, 

1B Ute. 

e1:h1ng atr ■h, ao ethlag l1U1pirat1onal 

An4 the pllll' proo 4• to ov o 4 7, when thl 

war bn.ng■ the r14 to a oatao~. to the br 1Jlk of rulD. 

!he etate■-m ar ua~l• to wreatle with the pr bl of 

o1n.11zat1oa bee • thq ha aot 11w4 lona --••-; thq 

are ■till ohlllr • A '1lat ll't'e■ dltt1' J9 • 48 • 



twent7 ,eara •l••PiJla• DJ.a 7ou e'Yer think of 1,, 

01-YillPtlon haa bee e too involved for man, 1th a re 

ld.XQ' or elght7 19ara e erieno , to eatle 1th th• 

~•bl• 1111ooesdul.l7, an ther 1■ 11kllhood t t our 

entil'e o1Y111zat1on would break up ae a reault ot it. s 

111 thia oriaia ao• yery thought~ 1111 cleo14ea to liY 

thr e -hundre yeare, and the raole ia perfora 4. 

!he rest of th play ahowa the gradual trana

tormationa th t oome upon J.Ue, the sractual van Yaluatio 

o~ all Yalu••• aa a reeUlt of the taot that mm 11••• 

longer an4 longer~--a ye17 1Jltereat1ag thing • 

so lllportant to us 

limi~•I, beooa 1aa1gn1f1o 

1io liY 1D; and. the thlnp th 

. 
our Ute 1 

ooa of Do ooD■equm 

b o • •• haYe a llttl till• to 11Ye in, beoo ot 

tr end.au■ aiplfioanoe, beoauae we haYe to be 1th tbeae 

11 ttl thluga for a thouaan 79ara or ore. 

so ti. ato17 go a on 11114 on 1111.tll it ol!m&s, or 

1 pil gu, 11h t aerpent, OaiD bel, aDll I.11 1th 

an Ye are ade to ape aill. I will r 70u the laa 

ragraph--lt la rather lnter atlng. 1'he erp n, • .,. : 

I ~uatitie for I oho■• 111 clo an4 the lcllowleclp ot 

gool nil, an4 now th re 1 no re nil, 11114 • 

pocl ai-e one. 

1 th Ur'7 killer, •• : "!L'h re 1■ DO pl oe fOI' OD 

ear•~ lo ... r. Y01l eu t lmq that •Sne •• a ■pl..UI 



111l1b 11; laste4. 

(Be Tanlahe }. 

, nowl out, out, brief ONJ41 ! 

ft a,a: "the ol ver onea wer aJ. a a m:, favon te • 

fu dig re nd ti. tighter h&Ye dq th aelTe in th ti. 

mr1111. 7 olever on • •• lnheritel t arth. 

All' a well." ( She Tan.iahea) • 

Mr. Sha oea not think very muoh of 4 • Of 

oours 7011 klao there 1 ult a Tflr7 aerloa.a th ologl 

41 ouaalon ong aoa• ohvobea whet r 1t a v that 

; that 4• a pve, fin aoul to start 

itll. D4 Te apo11 4 h1a; or whether A 

ola a ruoal to begin 11.h. 

'1leolog1o Ti••• 

Shaw ooepta th latter 

othing o'f 1 t, neit blr 

he 4 nor tdl. at 1■ it 11 tor? 

enNT were well •ovsh in the prd•• A.ll4 now ti. 

tool■ have kill cl 11 th •1•; and the7 ar di eati■tiel 

beoauae hey ouno-t be l»other 1th their botieal 

J'ool1ahlle , I oall it. (Ke die pe r ) • 

Ot ooun • tta maa ha live4 a thou I, or 

fin thouaanl yean, he pt t1re4 of hi bod7; th • 1 no 

■e 1D having 1,; 4 lite ruolv•• 1tael1 purel7 1Dto 

mer17, toroe, thought. 

And 'hell Lilltll, 11ho 1■ thi■ pr1 1 life foroe. 

••1111 " e7 ve ooep t 4 the 'bur4m ot et rn lite. rhe7 

aw abll-. aaoa7 tr blrtll; ancl ~•lr Ute oe not 



tail th eTen in the hoUI' of their 4eatruotion. * * 

I• lh1 enouah; or ahall I labor aiDT Shall I bring 

fortll ■omelhing that will n ep th a 7 and ~ an en4 

ot the■ ae they haYe awept a q the beaa,a ot the garda, 

and make n end of the or wllng th1qa an4 the flying 

thing• am all ot th• that retuae to liYe toreNrT I 

had patieno with th• tor man7 agea; 1al.q tried me ver, 

!l'hq did terrible thinga ( en); th 7 embr oel 

de th, nd ■aid that etern life waa a ble. I atoo4 

• 4 at the aal1oe 11114 aeetruotlYeneaa of the th1ng I 

e: Jlan bl'IUlhel as he looked do on the shame of 

h1 • ei tei- planet; on.:&. t7 and ti.7Poor1e7 beoaa ao h14 oue 

pltt•4 111 th the 1?'818 ■ of 

little oh114r a -- wbloh l alcel tou t'ra led. ill 

earoh of horrible 1'oo4. anga of another birth were 

aJ.realJ' upon me wh• one Nl repente4 n4 lln4 three 

h11D4rel 19are; aD4 I a1 '84 to •• t woul oo of that. 

1.114 eo uoh oaa• of it that the horrors ot that time •• 

•T have r cle ea t 

their T11•n•••• D4 turnet • 7 fro . their ■1• • 

e1Ye■ tr 

at ot 

e I Te "h 

a •• earth ■Ull uzp• th•: after pa■eiJlg 

a lllllioa goal th 7 pr••• oa to the goal of r lai,tion fr 

the tJ. a, ,o the nrlez fr•• trea .. ,,er, to the whir1Joo1 

la J111'• latelllgu that, wh .. the d.4 be •• WII • 

-11-



rlpo o1 1n pure toroe. 4 though 11 that the7 haw 

done ••- but the ti.rat hour of the 1~1n1 t rk of 

ereat1on, 19t I Will not aup ra cl the until thq haw 

forded th1 laat atre that ltea between flesh and ap1r1t, 

an 41aantangled their lUe from th matter th ,t ha 

al q■ IIOOked 1t. I oan t: iting and patienoe an 

nothing to the ternal. 

ot gifta: ouri aitF• 

I gave th• man he greatest 

7 that her • ed has b an eavei 

~ro 1117 wrath; tor I .ieo Omi.0118; and I haTe 

alwa711 o aee what ~ 7 11 do Let th te I 

that app ti te well tor me • I ea:,, let them dreaa., of all 

thing, etagnation; tor tr th• aoa nt I, Lilith, loae hop 

and tai th in th , theF ar 40ma•••• In that hope am 

faith I ha'Ya let thlll live f o ent ; and 1n t t 

118Jlt I haw aparecl. th many :t t mightier 

or turaa thaJl they haYe killed ho and f 1th, aal 
. 

eriahe tr the ar~; &DI I 7 not apare them tore'Yer. 

I I.111 th: I brought life into t 

I Lit•• aate~; tor 

lhat 18 tu •DI of all l1&Te171 and now I shall •• ti. 
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