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Is pro ess possible? I believe t, t very fe1 

people today, especi lly in our country, have sked 

themselves this question: Is progress possible? 

verything bout us is conducive to th~ t cit assumption 

of progress . 'le move, we change; nd in m ny minds 

movement and ch ... nge in themselves re signs of pro ess. 

le h ve de remarkable advances in terial comforts. 

here are ny people ho still reme ber the da s of the 

c ndle light . Now we passed from th t to the gas light, 

and ~hen ain from that to the electric light--rap id 

changes of progress . 

'here are some who remember the d ys of the 

stage coach. rom that we p ssed to the r ilroad, and the 

automo 1ile, and the &irplane,--marvelous advances. There 

are some who have seen towns of a few hundred or few 

thousand suddenly, within the short spaoe of a generation 

or t1-10, become great cities of millions. d so it is 

but n tur 1 for them to ssume th t the world is 

:progressing . 

d of course we h ve democracy. In the olden 

""" -d they had kings; in the olden d ys nobod voted, nd 

no everybody votes. nd so, of course, tr.at is a 

manifest tion of rel pro ess. In the inda of most 

people there is some vague, undefined oonoeption of 

evolution--everybody t lke evolution; and evolution, of 
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course, me s const nt change from the lo~er to the 

higher, from the less to the more; and es cially a plied 

to the human being, evolution in itself is marvelous 

indic-tion of human progress. I suppose the average 

m n re sons: Once upon 

at us now! 

time we were 1onkeys; nd look 

Neu, really, the ans ·er to the problem: Is 

progress possible? is not as simple or s cert in as 

all th t. :rhe f r gave us a ter- i ble jolt. Here w s 

a highly organized civilization, ,ith irplanea, nd 

wireless, d electric light, nd big cities, and 

marvelous universities, plun~ed in ad y into a war hich, 

for brut lity and destructiveness nd suffering ent iled 

was unpa.r lleled in 11th n ls of rimitive and 

s vage m n. 'fuy' i •n the old n d ys, t le st hen they 

fought, t ere was a cert in mount of chiv lr bout it. 

In the feud-1 d s when lords ~ou.ld go out to fi ht one 

nether there w s a cert in mount of orm about it, and 

there w s a parley, nd trumpets sounded; there 1as an 

exchange of compliments. 

like gentlemen. 

the cut each other's throats 

In 1917 all th t d.isappe red, 

came gas, nd dirty trenches, nd filth. 

din its place 

. ere is 

progress? ~ou get more ter-ible jolt when you start 

re ding history. I thi~ everybody ought to read history. 

1here is nothing more fascinating in the world. You t ke 
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the story of the successive empires th t ruled over large 

parts of the civilized world, so-called: they 11 tried 

to do the same thing . in the s e y--to conquer the same 

strip of territory; they all set up governments and 

rulers, built roads and cities. nd somehow they all 

marvelous empire; coll psed. 

bylon 

1here was gypt i th 

nd ssyria and Greece and ome; nd a little 

l ter the Mohamrnedana tried it; a little later harlem ne 

tried it, then Napoleon, and then ngland, nd then 

Germ ny,--doing the s me thing, conquering the s me 

countries, setting up the a me form of government. 

'hey 1 sted for a while d ceased to be. 

I remanber the d I stood studying the alls, 

the ruined i lla of the city of Jerus lem. Tnere is a 

city that,from the d y th t vid conquered it from the 

Jebusites until the da that llenby conquered it from 

the Turks, probably saw twenty empires besiege it, con uer 

it, destroy it, rebuild it, besiege it again, conquer it 

ain, destroy it a ain, rebuild it gain. i'lhy, you oan 

red 1A thew lls o the cit of Jerus lem, in the 

oh raoter of its building, t e size of the stones, the 

history of ten empires. 

ere is progress? I red th tin Vienna, in 

the year 1921, mobs break into shops in order to get 

bread. One is reminded of the bred riots in aome in 

the d -ya ot the Graoohi, two thousand years ago. 
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rirhere is pro ese? One is reminded of Russia 

where a hundred millions of people are tod y passing 

thxough exactly the a me experiences that ~urop passed 

through during the Black Plague in the thirteenth century, 

~1th its plagues, starvation, the country swept by 

marauders, bandits, demoraliz tion, disorganization, 

degr d tion. 

ere is progress? few d ys ago I visited 

Net· Yor City d passed through one of the squ res of 

the city, nd there, on the one hand, ere beautiful 

limousines passing by, ith persons in them warmly clad 

in very costly furs, and all round them ere these 

towering skyscrapers--evidences of scientific pro ess; 

and on the benches in the ark ere huddled together men 

and omen, shivering from cold, hungry, out of work. 

·There is progress? Ia our government tod y 

more efficient than it was t~o thousand ears ago? re 

government officials more honest? Ia justice enforced 

and administered better th nit as centuries go? { 'hy, 

only this year our city had to subject itself to a 

critical appra1aal and investigation in order to find out 

the re son for the collapse of the administration of 

crimin 1 justice in our city. 

'/h. t is progress? fuere is it? e the 

books e write better th n the books that the ancient 

Hebrews wrote, or that the ancient Greeks wrote? Do we 



-

~~ti(~ 
~Shorthand C:::. 

Reporltr 

'>evru,.~ 

write better plays than they wrfte? Do e 

beautifU.l pictures tod y than the It lians of the .iddle 

ges did? Do we put up more beautiful structures? 

France, during the twelfth and thirteenth centuxies, took 

a hundred ye rs to build a beautiful cathedral. ·.ve t ke 

a ye r to put up an ugly oi'fioe building. 

Is it progress? 7/e are ai'rai d to d y of 

communism; e are afr id tod y of soci lism bee use they 

are new things, but really they re not nel at all. he 

world h s seen communistic states, the vorld has seen 

socialistic states, democratic st tes, aristocratic 

st tes, oligarchic st tes, mon rchic st tes--all kinds 

and forms, and we are just b ck ain where we were. 

Jh t is progress? 1h is • t? Some people l. • 

d.t 
it is a ~ say it hoax, it a superstition; 

there 

is~ joke, 

is n such thing as progress. Remember whatXohelet 

says: "· he wheel goes ro d nd round am round, nd 

never gets anywhere." hat is how society moves--in a 

cycle; it 1 as returns ihere it started. he nomina, 

7 
then mes, ch nge; the numina, the subst nee, the 

re litiea, remain the same. Te go through the forms of 

motion, but we re lly get nowhere. 

volution does not ean 1)rOgTess t 11. 

volution just me a change; ad ptation to ltered and 

changed conditions; it n y be retrogression s much as 

/. an.~ 
progress~ .lY.' ..... for example, st ted quite clearly 
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that he did not at all believe the human r ce was getting 

better or nobler; they may be gaining more knowledge, 

learning a few more things,but that didn't contribute 

to their happiness or their nobility of soul, of 

character. @ere are gr eat thinkers today who say 

there is vo progress ~nd there is no retrogression in 

life--it is just one eternal conflict, that's all; and 

going round in a ciro9 You might have seen those 

curious mice that chase their own tails--gyrating things. 

lell, that is ·what the human race is doing, claim these 

men. 

George ernard Shaw says that civilization is a disease, 

a disease produced by the practice of building societies 

with rotten material. You rec 11 the book popular notv 

long ago, by ·dward C rpenter, called "Civilization, Its 

Cause and Its Cu.re. a lal t 'fhi tman, perhaps the gr ea test 

of ·merican poets, said that there will never be any 

more perfection in the world than there is today. ..A,nd 

religion itself, more especially Christi nity, took as 

its basic concep tion that progTess is impossible in this 

world; progTeas is only possible in the hereatter, in the 

kingdom that will be established in the world to ,come; 

this earth is a sinful world, a vale of tears, one must 

pass through it as quickly as one can; perfection is 

impossible in soc1a1 life. 

Now, these oons1derationa have led some people 



to s y th t there is no suoh thing s a 1 w of human 

pro ass, nd that histor is not a science. Gourmand, 

one of the re t French thinkers, sa s there is no 

science to history, and it is futile to try to discover 

laws in human history or in the history of so cia.l 

development; history is series of episodes or anecdotes, 

disconnected nd unrelated, with no b sic la running 

through them at all; n empire is born, it gro sand dies, 

just the a e as a hum n being is born, gro sand dies; 

there is no reason why one empire falls and anether 

empire rises. 

Now, there is cha.I lenge in 11 this; there is 

a decided ch llenge to the man and woman. Of 

course, most oA this. is p es eculation; and one specu-

1 tes as one likes to snecul te, ccording to one's 

t em:p er ame nt . If one is of a romantic temperament, if 

one is young, one likes to think of a goal out there 

toward which we move; one likes to think that the orld 

is perfect ble, that the ~orld c n be m de incre sin ly 

more perfect and incre$singly more fine. Youth, the 

spirit of romance, nd the spirit of adventure, and the 

spirit of enterprise, postulates progress even if it is 

not fact. 

If one is of a realistic disposition, if one 

happens to be old, a little tired; if one is in the 

observation c r nd tt not ft the engine, iith his hand 
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on the throttle, drtn.ng the machinery of life; if one is 

just a spectator looking back upon things--an historian--

then one iould be tempted to ~e 

of cycles and of nothing else. 

of life as of series 

Both, those 1ho believe 

in progress nd those who do not believe in pro ess, 

suffer from the s me 1ealrness, I believe, and th tis the 

weakness common to all of us--to gener lize. Oh, ho i we 

like to generalize! It simplifies truth so readily if 

we c n ~~ down a general law. 

·ie always li e to talk in generalizations; we 

always like to talk in superl tives. Children 11 ys 

talk in superlatives. "Oh, this is ost be utiful!" 

n 11hia is oat 7-velous ! n :J:hiS is the gr ndest thing 

I h ve~n. 11 \! _we knes s :for superlatives; a. 1eakness 

:for :firm affirmations) <./People like the swagger nd the 

fury that goes with affirmation. ~ down 1 w ! 'here 

is scmething magnificent about it. le like to iron out 

all the wrinkles of life by generalizing. implific tion 

and generalization are the t o besetting sins of mankind. 

But life is not'~ at 11, nd e c nnot, 

on the few faulty data that we have, scientifically 

generalize ab out anything. Science has come to 

acknowledge that faot. 1he period of human life of ich 

we have reoord is so short that it is almost impossible to 

lay down hard and fast laws describing them. 

There is, to my mind, truth in both these 
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contentions. It is true th~t progress is not continuous, 

is not steady, is not in a straight line. Progress is 

like a spiral stairway rather than a perpeudicular climb. 

In the moral life of man, in the moral life of the 

individual man, t h ere has perhaps been very little 

:progress. One can readily assume that a man who lived 

three thousand years ago was just · as honest, just as 

truth telling, just as industrious, and just as brave 

as the man who lives today, because that kind of progress 

does not depend upon time at all, or upon experience, or 

upon increased knowledge. ihat kind of progress is 

merely the attempt to realize an ideal standard which 

somehow has been with the human race from the earliest 

of times. I suppose the morality of Moses, of Buddha, 

of Confucius, ou.nnot be excelled, and perhaps never will 

be excelled. ~here is no possibility,really, of progress 

in those directions. 

In the intellectual li~e we have advanced; we 

have gained more knowledge beo~use we have lived longer; 

we have gained more experiences. Now, it m~y be true 

that this inoreaBe of knowledge hasnot made us happier, 

but, then, happ iness is not a criterion at all. 

Knowledge is an end in itself. The raoe has made 

progress not so much in quality but in quantity. There 

is more of things today than there was yesterday; there is 

more of education today in the sense that more people have 



1 t. In the L!idd.le ge a only the monks could read and 

write, nd only a few of them. Today literacy is 

growing and illiter oy is decre sing among the vast 

millions of people. here h s been a democratization 

of eduction, an extension of it. '
1here is more of 

wealth today, and enjoyed by more people. In the days 

of feud lism poverty was the norm, the st ndard; most 

people were poor and so they didn't spa k of povert at 

all. It was only the feud l families that could bo st 

of certain amount of comfort nd luxury; the aver ge 

m n lived on the verge of penury and starvation. Today 

in many l ands comfort is the possession of ~1{.., "'i &-vi 

~-
' /hen you think of a hundred years ago in 

London ho few people had their own vehicles of 

convey nee, ~nd that one had to be a lord or exoeedingly 

wealthy to have a servant, and when you think of Cleveland 

in 1921, with a hundred thous nd automobiles, and hundreds 

and thousands of homes h ving their serv nts, one 

realizes how much more of wealth h s been distributed 

among peoples--a sort of democratization of wealth. 

• here is more freedom today in the sense that 

more people enjoy it. There perhaps isn't more in the 

sense of quality, a higher kind of freedom, but there is 

more in the sense of quantity. he great Gree empire, 

of which we speak so praiseworth, was, after all, built 
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upon a thick, ugly, sub-stratum of slave17. he world has 

in a sense, destroyed al very and freedom has now become 

the poaseaaion of most men; and that is a decided gain, 

--_ decided progress. e h ve c onqu•r ed nature , and one 

of the signs of civilization is the conquest of nature. 

e are learning more bout it; e are still tremendously 

in ignorance of things, but we know much more to ay than 

we did a thousand years ago. ~er e is progress along 

certain lines, though not along all lines. 

People sometimes ask why is it that we move so 

slo 17. rlh.7, if we know these things, can't we malce 

progress more rapidJ.y? ell, it is very simple. In 

the first pl ce, the ass moves very slowly. the 

individual ma move quickly; the m ea, bee use of its 

weight, moves ver slowly .. e prophet is always ahead 

of his people by a thousand years, or by ten thousand 

ye rs. 1he individual ma:y catch a glimpse, a projected 

vision may see the ultimate, m 7 find the solution,but 

before th t vision perme tee the rank am file nd becomes 

the driving force in the lives of millions of the mass, 

centuries elapse. 

he prophet becomes very impatient; the as 

becomes very impatient ot the prophet, because the prophet 

disturbs the peace and t~e quiet of the mass. at is ho 

li1e mov a--alo 17, o lingl7, h ltingl7, heait tingl7, 

1th falls d f ilur a nd retardations; d then a luroh 

-11-



for a.rd and. 

t kes it 

reaction ·ain, and. another lurch for ard 

step in adv a.nee. 

In the second pl ce the re s on why we move so 

slowly is that we h ve got to beg in all over again every 

thirty ye rs or so. child is born as vage; t he fa.the 

of the child may be a perfeot human being, but the child 

is a perfect heathen and a perfects vage, nd the whole 

proces s of eduction d civilization must begin anew 

with every new child born. You shut your schools for 

ten ye rs nd stop eduction for thirt ears in this 
land 

be utiful be utiful,..a.nd you will h ve 

return to 

he iork mu.st be done continuously nd must 

al ys be in t the bottom in. at is why things 

move so slowly. If t he child could begin uhere the 

f t Ler left off, h t a ionderful ~orld t is ~, ould be ! 

1hen t here is nether reas on why ~e move so s lowly: bee us 

1e h te to move quickly. e re 1 z7 ! e d.on' t v nt to 

exert ourselves; e re fr id of origin lity; e e 

fr id of innova t i ons. Bee use an ne ide disturbs 

our slumbers; ny ne i theor requires a new djustment, 

d th t mens effort, n th t ens axe tions, nd 

people do not exert themselves unles s the h veto. 

People do not 

disturbing. 

nt to kno~ the t Tuth bee use truth is 

'here is enough dynamite in truth to blow 

up t e whole ~orld. 
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nien Galileo oonstruoted his teleeoope and 

diaoovared the satelitee of Jupiter, that was am rveloue 

discovery. nien he told the people to come and look 

through t e telescope and see the a telitea, do you think 

they wanted to look through it? The did not. y? 

ell, they s id, in the first place, there are no 

satelites. In the second pl ce, if e look through it 

the devil will make us see them. 

had better not. 

In the third place, we 

e do not w nt truth, re 117. nd eh te to 

think. Oh, how we hate to thinkI It is the most 

difficult thing in the orld to think, re lly. People 

im gine that all that is r quired tot nk is to be 

honest nd. to ish to think, nd then you c n think. 

It is not so at all. You must go through very severe 

and vigorous course of tr ining before you can think 

aright. s a rule, you t nk that you are thinking; but 

really you are onl-7 trying to find exouaee for certain 

things that you would like. 

In other words, you et rt out with cert in 

prejudices, certain predilections, certain predispositions, 

certain conventions, cert in tr ditiona--unoonsciousl7, 

moat tim a, and then you look round and try to find the 

tacts that would chime in th these ejudioee of yours 

and just1f7 than, nd you think that you ar thillking. 

ou e not at 1. On must le rn first how to 
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emancipate himself from the terTible hold th t tradition 

and the p st and his environment nd the conventions 

bout him have upon him before he c n begin to think 

str ight. fuy, in ea.ch one of us there is a raci l 

rythm. e think as our r ce h s thought; we f eel as our 

r ce h s felt; and in e ch one of us there are stirrings 

of the past. You don't know how much ou nd I re t he 

slaves of the p st. .le think we are 1 ster s of our-

selves, but very often we just go through certain motions 

th t ~ere projected thousand years go. =--' 

fo do not think; we think we ~nl:. here is 
in 

a lovely strike going onAour city now--the milk strike. 

It h-s been going on for 

real thinking our communit 

onth. I lender how much 

done on that subject. 

B ck of that strike ia a rel 1ickedness, a desire on the 

part of one trust to break other trust. :.there is an 

org nization th tis pr ctic lly monopolizing the milk 

industry of our city, never for moment stop ing to 

ask itself in this process of intensive or aniz tion 

whether such an organization was justified, or or 1, or 

ethical. It just did it. And for the 1st four or five 

ye rs it has been doing a r ther successful business 

under a closed shop arrange ent, 

organized for mutual protection. 

ere the men had 

Nowt at the ar is 

over nd en are out of work, the comp ny has suddenly 

realized that it my make little more mone7 if it 
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would sm sh this l bor organiz tion; nd it proceeds to 

do it, am the city sends its guardians of the peaoe to 

follow religiously ever truck th t par de through 

our streets. be utifu.l sight, a fine evidence of our 

economic order (or disorder); nd I suppose this process 

11 continue until the labor organiz tion is smashed. 

d here is a citizanry of eight hundred thous nd 

complacently watching this thing. 

ihinking about it? , 'hy, not at 11. nd yet 

I maintain that this is n evidence of supreme dckedness 

in our economic or aniz tion; th t 1hile it · s sm 11 

evidence, it is a highly signific nt eviuence. e don't 

- ant to think. _ ... nd I suppo e those th t do want to think 

will find sufficient r nt to justify this c e 

bee use they believe them, o course. 

'here is another reason ~hy ,e don't ke 

pro ass: we get tired too soon. I know many people t h t 

st rted out li£e--r die ls, gre t reformers--imp tient, 

full of ener y, nd then I en they ·ot to be fort or 

ifty they settled do m; they lost their origin l impulse, 

they lost their original fervor. Why, they got tired, 

th t's 11; just ·ot tired. Chere was a man ,ho spoke 

here Frid evening, a man who was a champion of reform 

in this country, nd he spoke as one who as just weary 

and tired. n,fu t is it all bout? 'he v,heel goes round 

an round· 
' 

what's the u e of fussing, anyhow." 
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One of the greatest of Amerio thinkers, 

dams, in writing to a friend of his on the 

tendency of histor7, says this: "Those of us who have 

reached or p seed middle age need not trouble ourselves 

very much about the future. e have seen one or t 

great revolutions in thought, and we have had enough. 

e are not likely to aooept any new theory that shall 

thre ten to disturb our repose." . 

he7 pass through one or two revolutions of 

thought and they have had enough. e get tired. hat 

is hat mar; the progress ~o laborious, so elo d so 

think ~:ffioult~ t is IIl7 belief bout it all? I 

that whether pro eee is or is no --alll we a.re not yet 

ready to lay do any hard 

to live as though pro eee weref 

st affirmation-- e ought 

11 it n illusion, 

but an illusion is much more important than a faot. 

faot is not half as import nt as poetry; because a faot 

which we think is very important ma7 a hundred years from 

today become just an incident and of no oonsequenoe. 

It is the things e believe in, the illusions 

of our d ya, our ide le, s, our t oiea, our hims, b 

it only hims of goes mer d·gol4--fr 11 things; our 

fugitive momenta of east a7, hen we set out as though 

we oa.n conquer th world, as though the world is worth 

OODqU ring, th tis It 

is like the flo 1ng river that ultimately falls to the 
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sea level nd dies, but in its f · ll it ere tes po~er; it 

is beautiful in its pro gress, even if it does not go 

anyv1here. 

1he goal is not the important thing at 11; 

none of us wi 11 ever reach goc;.;,l worth while in life, 

because if our goal is worth while, it is so fr distant 
~ ~ ~ 

that~ Will eve-!' reach it. Uobody ever realized a 

great ideal; it is only the petty ide l, not ~orth ,hile, 

th t " e re li ze. It is not the chievement th tis 

import ~nt, it is not t he ,ccomplishment: it is the reach

ing, it is the doing, it is t h e effort, it i s the 

enterprise, it is the energy ou generate ~hile doing 

things; it is the happiness th t comes with thee ercise 

of 11 our f ou.lties, with our life free, purposeful, 

energetic; it is living that is the import nt thing. 

nd so whether pro ess be or not·, let us live 

as though progress were a fact. Let us live as though 

ev in· we do is to be another pillar or nether stone 

to the temple of life. Let us live as though ever . ~ct 
. 

of our life, whether tremendously import nt or significant, 

is like pebble th tis thrown into the bosom of the -
lake, whose ringlets of influence ,Ji den and ·1iden until 

the touch the farthermost shore of eternity. Let us 

live as though ev ry moment ere eternity. '1h t 

the ulti te is or ·,h t the go 1 is? ~ 0-

Let us construct for ourselves kingdom, but 
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in th t kingdom we should gr de ourselves in our climbing 

from the lo est subject unto t he king himself. nd for 

civiliz tion let us work for gre tar freedom, let us uork 

for better org niz tion, let us vor for more soience 

d for ·reater morality, fort~ ·sis civiliz tion. 

I 1ore "'nd more of indi vidu l freedom, rd more d more 

of beneficent soci l organiz tion--th-t is civiliz tion. 

1'o live as freely s possible without infringing upon the 

freedom of your neighbor--that is civilization. 

a complete free life in complete free soci 1 organiza-

tion--that is civiliz tion. _ ... nd that requires extension 

and inore se of opportunity--economic opportunity. So 

long as there re economics] ves there is no freedom. 

~ t means educ t ion I opportunity. So long as 

there is illiteracy nd ignor nee and superstition, there 

is no freedom. That eans more knowledge, bec ' use the 

worst kind of sl very nd the worst ind of sh ckles is 

ignor nee; 1d that mens higher stand' rds of conduct 

and mor lity. 

ci viliz tion. 

nd that is really the highest test of 

Remember, friends, it is not ho v f st e move, 

or how far we speak, or how tall are the structures we 

rear, that is the real test of civilization. they are a 

certain criterion, but not the real criterion. the real 

test of civilization is how fr bas the level of the 
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average human being risen; not of the exceptional human 

being, because he might h ve been s perfect three 

thousand years ago as he is tod y, but how far has the 

common level of right conduct nd right living nd right 

thinking risen. That is your gauge for civiliz tion. 

nd that is a challenge to every man and Joman. 

There is much to be done in li:fe; and the greatest enemy 

of all, nd the greatest enemy to human pro ess is 

complacency, indifference. Progress does not come in --------~nd by itself; progress means agony of mind and soul, it 

means sweat, it means struggle, it means suffering, it 

means sacrifice, it means experimentation, it means 

f ilure. But it e s ulti te coess. 

Progress is n ct of vdll prompted by our 

highest intelligence. ~hat is the challenge and that 

is the ans er to the question: Is Progress ossible? 

---o--
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Henry Adame 
•Those of us who have reached or passed middle age need not trouble 
ourselves very much about the future. We have seen one or two great 

I 

-- revolutions in thought, and we h ve had enough. e are not likely 
to accept any new theory that shall threaten to disturb our repose" -
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