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It is very difficult, inQeed, to compress with in 

the short space of one lecture a topic so vast as th t 

which we have designated for the theme of our discourse 

this orning--fu t . s the Jew given to urope? I sh 11 

ende·vor only in most desultory ~ay to point to the 

1 rge influences rather th n the S)ecific contributions. 

I sh 11 spe k more of the influence of the Jew upon the 

economic, the political, the soci 1, the cultural life 

of ?urope, rather th n of the s ecific contribution of 

Jev1s to these things. I shall ende vo1· to spe k of these 

things objectively--not from the point of view of 

apologetics, nor as a prop 

hiS"tiorian. 

ndist, but simply as an 

l?erh ps the :fir st interesting ph se of Je ish 

influence my be the commerci l, t e industrial influence 

of .1e Jew in the develop ent of Modern urope. rofessor 

o bart, in v er fine booked c lled "Jews d :odern 

C it lism," asks tlis rather interesting question, nd 

answers it in this ost interesting ay: "hy did the 

center of co ercial and industri 1 life shift in the 

si teenth century from outhern urope to astern jurope?" 

Up to the end of the sixteenth century coUJltries 

like Ital, Spain and Portug 1 ~ere the gre t centers of 

commerci 1 activity for the uropean continent. rom 

that time on it shifts to 1 r nee and .ngland, to northern 
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Germany, more especially to Holland. - nd he analyzes the 

facts and he comes to this rather startling conclusion: 

that the re son fol" this tremendous shift in economic 

importance from the south to the northwest v,as due 

principally to the fact t·1at during the sixteenth century 

the fews were driven out from the countries of Southern 

Europe an:1. were compelled to migrate to the North; and 

whi thersoever they came they brought ·w:i. th them economic 

initiative, enterprise and prosperity, and whqtsoever 1 nd 

the left began to decay economic~lly. 

Hes ys in his own startling phrase: "Israel 

passes over ~urope like the sun: at its coming ne, life 

bursts forth; at its going all falls into decay. rr You 

will recall, undoubtedly, th t the Jews were exiled from 

Sp in in 1492, from ortugal in 1495 and 1497, from Genoa 

and Venice in 1520, from Naples in 1540. Now, in these 

countries the Jew had for centuries been the channel for 

international trade for the v1hole of the urope n 

continent. .{ith their going these channels, these avenues 

of communication moved north. 

• d ,1nere did the Jews go to'? Some went to 

... 'r ce; d at once we find in the sixteenth and seven-

teenth centuries the cities of Marseille, Bordea~ and 

Rouen sprung to life and enjoyed unprecedented pros erity. 

Some went to Germany; and the only two cities at the time 

that would welcome them were the cities of Hamburg and 
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r nkfort; and it is str nge to s·y that these two cities, 

and these two cities only, during the seventeenth nd 

eighteenth centuries, enjoyed economic activity and 

economic pros erity. Some went to ~ngl nd--surreptitious 

ly, at least, but after Cromwell, in 1654, publicly. 

From that time on the great international commerce of 

ngland, the gre t colonization enterprises of ngl nd, 

really begin. nd principally these Je~s from pin nd 

Portugal ,ent to Holl nd, this little land half on the 

water, and Holland becomes the greatest commercial 

people, and ret ins that unenviable position of being 

the gre test colonizer for over t 10 hundred years . 1he 

Jes c me to Holland in 1593--the or nos fleeing :from 

pain settled there, nd it • s t ey who de Holl nd the 

great pivot of internation 1 Lrade of the u.ropean 

continent. 

Had I the time I Jould tr ce just NMt the 

Jews contributed to the colonization of the world--to the 

colonization of South frica, of India, of ustralia, of 

the {es tern emis here. It is interesting to note that 

already in 1492 there was a Jewish settle ent on the 

lestern Hemisphere in t. homaa. he Jews were, by 

their very position, ble to c rry on international tr de. 

he~ ere everywhere. i'hey had a common bond between them, 

most often a bond 0£ language; and that assisted them 

m terially in their trade. 
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The Jews developed the instruments of modern 

capital. ~he bill of exchange, the banlc note, the stock 

exchange and similar devices for the facilitation of 

capitalistic enterprises were either created by tba Jew 

or developed by theJe • he Jew was the great. • • • 

the great undertakez, to translate the ord literally. He 

as able to project gre t economic enterprises and make 

them possible; he thought of things in national and 

international aspects, and so he became the great 

developer of modern oapital. 

Bow, that might be desirable and it might not be 

desirable. e have been accused and blamed both for the 

creation of capital and th d stru tion of capital. e 

are concerned no not th passing judgment upon facts 

but trJing to ascertain the f cts. It is quite olear to 

any student of economics that capitalism was a necesear7 

stage in the development of the human raoe; that in order 

to pass from feudalism, from serfdom to a higher economio 

organization, eooiet7 d to p es through an intense 

propert7-owning, oapitalistio period; and insofar aa the 

Je oontributed to the inteDsive and delicate organization 

of the eoonom1o syate , insofu he m 7 be said to have 

contri t 4 to oiviliz tion. 

e have beea blam d, rightly or rongl7, for our 

great capit liata. I suppose e au.ff r muoh for our 

off child a do for our !rotalqa. uch of th ti-



Semitism of the last :fifty years is due to the envy, to 

the rivalry encour ged by Je1ish success in c~pit listic 

efforts. Be that aa it may, the fact remains that the 
. 

Jew brought prosperity wherever he went. nd prosperity 

means happiness; and proJperity means opportunities for 

eduction; and prosperity means health, and clean cities, 

and schools and colleges. 

But more than commerci lly, the Jew has 

contributed culturally to Europe. You know that with the 

fall of the Roman pire in the fifth-sixth centuries, 

and with the constant surge of invading barbarians that 

swept over urope--the Goths am the Visigoths, and the 

Huns and the VandaJ.s--the intellectual life of ,astern 

Europe began to decay. In 529, I believe, the chool 

of thens, the last great philosophic school of urope, 

was ordered closed by the Emperor Justinian. rhile the 

night of the Jest was sinking into the night of edieval­

ism--the Dark ges, philosophy nd the ancient wisdom of 

the Greeks were disseminated in the ast--in Syria, in 

Mesopotamia, in Persia. 

When the ohammedans conquered the Orient in the 

seventh century they took over this learning and the 

philosophy and the soienoe of the Greeks unto themselves. 

The Mohammedans loved learning and fostered it; they saw 

nothing in soienoe and in philosophy contradictory to 

their tpeology or their religion. o they :fostered 



learning; and they had all the works of the Greeks--
? 

Herophilus in medicine; Euclid in mathematics; and 

Aristotle in philosophy, translated into the Arabic; and 

they opened great schools in Bagdad, Cairo, uordova, and 

in other parts of the world, where these sciences and 

philosophies were taught. They were the only schools 

in the world at that time. 

,lhen we speak o:f the great Christian 

civilization, and when these uhristian apologists speak 

with contempt of the Orient, of the Mohammedans, it is 

well to remember that for hundreds of years, when urope 

was staggering in the Stygian gloom o~ intellectual 

d,rk:ness, with ignor nee n ililiiteracy and superstition 

so prevalent, the Arab ere developing a wonderful 

civilization and a wonderful culture--medicine, astronomy, 

logic, philosophy--while the Jews came under the influence 

of the raba and learned from them. 

T.h.e center of Jewish life was, at the time, 

Babylon, and Egypt, and Syria, and Palestine, and the Jews 

began to speak Arabic and to write Arabic, and to study 

in the schools of the Arabs, and at once they came under 

the influence of Greek thought which the Arabs had taken 

over. Now, it was through the medium of tb:t Jew, who were 

the deaciples ot the Arabs, that Greek thought, Greek 

learning, came into Europe. The Jews were the desciplee 

of the Arabs, but the teachers of the Christians. The 



Jews were the medium through which the ancient wisdom 

which had been forgotten by Europe came back into European 

civilization; and that made possible the Renaissance, the 

revival of learning, the opening up of new horizons for 

the peoples of Europe. So that the Jew, who took the 

works of the Arabs and translated them to Latin, made 

possible modern European civilization. 

Had I the time I would go into greater detail, 

she ing how a man like [aimonides tried to harmonize 

Judaism with the doctrines of Aristotle . And may I say 

that ristotle is as much a force today in thinking as 

he was during the liiddle Ages and as he was in his day. 

Aristotle vas perhapa the ~eatest single human mind that 

the human r~ce has ever produced. Maimonides , the 

gre test Jewish philosopher, as the model and the 

teacher of Thomas Aquinas, the greatest Christian 

philosopher of the 1 iddle ges; and all the learned men 

o:f that time--. .' ... lbertus Magnus, Duns Scotus, nd other 

great thinkers, drew their inspiration from Jewish 

learning, which in turn cam.e from rabic learning, who 

took it from the Greeks. 

Cultura~, the Jew gave to 1urope tremendously. 

One can but point to the name of Spinoza, the philosopher, 

who held ~uropea.n thought enthr lled for two hundred years, 

and is as much a factor in human thought today as he was 

in his day. One can but point to Bergson, who is today 
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the arbiter of metaphysics; one needs point only to the 

new science of psychoanal sis, which, to my mind, will 

revolutionize most of the human thought in the next one 

hundred years, and see that it is almost exclusively a 

Jewish creation, from reud to dler. I say, one but 

needs to mention these facts to realize what an over­

powering influence, ~hat a vitalizing and energizing 

influence the Jew has been in uropean thought from 

earliest to latest times. I am but outlining. 

Politically, the Jew has alw ys been a liberal, 

nd I suppose that is the reason he has been disliked 

so much. People do not like liberals, especially the 

entrenched and privile ed classes do not like liberals~ 

Politically, as I say, the Je has always been a liberal; 

I mean as a people. Individu lly there may have been the 

Je ish exception, like israeli, the great em ire builder. 

It was Disraeli who gave India to ngland, nd the Suez 

C nal to :ingl nd; and today wi1en England has a difficult 

problem in India, or in P lestine, it sends a Jew to 

India and a Jew to P lestine to solve the problem for her. 

It is a r ther clever iay of doing thi~gs. 

I say, as a group, as a people, the Jews have 

alw ys been liberal; and naturally nd inevitably so, 

bee use liberalism meant freedom from persecution, and 

liberalism meant opportunity--economio opportunity and 

educational opportunity. The Jew has been, as a class, 
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a middle class--of the Bourgeoisie; a small capitalist 

or a large capitalist. ~he Bourgeoisie destroyed feudal­

ism. !he industrial group wanted freedom--the polio of 

laissez-nous faire--let ue alone. Let politics stay out 

of business. nd so the industrial centers ultimately 

destroyed the power of the feudal lords; and the Jew, who 

was •interested in the industrial centers and in capitalism, 

was greatly responsible for the undermining of the power 

of the feudal lords in ~urope . . 

You read the history of the 1st one hundred 

ye rs of Germany, of Hungary, of .ustria, of •r nee, of 

Russia, and you will find these brilliant sons and 

uaughters of Israel fighting the ar of human liberation 

German liberali is a product of two Jews--everywhere. 

Heine and .. • • • nd you knot how uch the Jew has 

given to t he freedom of Russia. iberia can tell a very 

tr gic tale of the martyred sons and daughters of Israel 

who gave themselves up for the freedom of Russia. 

he Jew is a liberal also because of his tra-
. 

dition, and because, I believe, of his religion. e 

Jew from earliest times had no use for royalty, for 

monarchy, for authority--political authority. The only 

authority that he recognized ~as the authority of God--

a religious authority. When the people came to amuel 

and asked for a king, he refused to give them a king. 

"God does not wish kings. Your kings will enslave you 



and exploit you.' It was only when they urged him and 

threatened him that he finally consented to appoint a 

king over them. nd when the early Amerioan commonwealt 

sought for justification in its rebellion ainst British 

tyranny, they pointed to this early inst ce of Samuel, 

n the early commonwealth of Isr el, and said that God 

does not look 1ith favor upon royalty. 

they were right. 

d I believe 

In the very blood of the Jew there is an intense 

individu lism ~hioh does not brook super-imposed uthority. 

Jew will submit to a voluntary authority, religious 

authority, an authority hich he himself creates--a self­

imposed discipline, but the author·ty of other human 

beings imposed upon him he f ets under; and ~herever there 

is such authority, wherever t here is such opp~ession, ou 

ill find the Jew as the great restive, unsatisfied element 

People do not like that. But it is the leaven of 

civilization; it is ~hat m kes the world ove. 

I h ve now spoken of the Jews' contribution to 

commercial urope, to philosophic, to cultural urope, and 

to political urope. ord about his contribution to 

the economic thought of Europe. People ,ho g_p e k of 

Jewish unity and of Jewia conspiracy, implying a unity, 

ought really to acqu int themselves ith the facts, ought 

really to re lize th t this ame people that created 

oapitalism--or, to put it more conservatively, developed 
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capitalism in urope, is the s ~e people that has produced 

the gre test ch pions of soci lism in urope, the en ho 

nsh to destroy capit lism. the gre t bible of soci lism 

as vri tten by Jew--K rl 1 rx. d some of the reatest 

deaciples of socialism, like erdinand La Salle, 11ere Jews. 

d even some communists are Je\s. I uppose that may be 

fortunate or unfortunate, as one looks upon the philosophy . 

of communism. But it might be well to bear in mind that 

communism, ,hile it ay be very impractic l in p rt, while 

it my be destructive of some of the things that society 

mu.st hold dearest, it still rem ins a f ct that communism 

as an ideal must always end hand in hand with great 

religious revivals. 

the early Christin~ ere communists. I said 

last week that Jesus was a co u.nist. Hews. And the 

early Christian church for a hundred years or more was a 

communistic church; they all pooled their resources and 

shared alike. .lhen th t great Cossack rebellion took 

place in urope in the fifteenth century, or the uprising 

of the asses in ngl nd, they to est blish 
im-

communistic societies. ·VeryApr ctic l ,I suppose, but 

someho~ the idea went h nd in 

enthusiasm. 

nd vith religious 

R ........... c lled the J13 s the first socialists 

He made ny general statements, only art of hioh is 

true. If by socialism he eant that the Je 1 h s l i ya 



had a sooi point of vie rather th a selfish point 

of vi , he s oorreot. The Je was the socialist of 

all times; he preached the gospel of soci l responsibilit , 

nd social service, and social oooperation, and social. 

helpfulness; but it is true that nearl all the great 

e eriments for new eoonomio forms of organization--and 

mind you, the oapit listio form o organization is only 

one of them--had the Je ah intellect behind it. 

d, finally, the Je sh oontribution to the 

life and social vision of Europe. Let e read one short 

paragraph fran the book of Professor Bald n oalled, "OUr 

odern Debt to Israel." Professor Bald n says: "o 

Israel the debt of our mod is simply beyond 

compute. Our obligation i tiona1ly e may ind ed 

oaloulate th some de ee of exactitude. but e oan 

demonstrate ao atel7 the extent to which our modern 

life is influenoed by Israel's ide a. Our ideals of 

personal char cter -----er, largel7 those of the Hebre 

a a; our visions of th kingdom of God on earth are 

those of the Hebre prophets; our hopes of sooial ustioe 

a those of the Hebre proph ts and tbs Hebre priests. 

atever th re is 1 mode o1vilizat1o that is ma, ...... A~ 

for h an frateniit ; here r religious inspir tio is 

oalli men to a higher enae of~ t; h raver men an 

11011an re to111 to prove th t hlUIHIIIA&it is at 

broth oo, th r e find m 1 v , oting, th1Dlci 



under the influence of these leaders o-f Hebrew thought." 

I wish more \OUld have this view of things; I 

wish more of our own people would realize this f ot. s 

I conceive of my people--a.nd on ad y such as this, which 

is about to inaugur te the gre t festival of Chanuksh, a 

festival oommemorating the first great etru.ggle of the 

people for independence and· for freedom and for the right • 

of worship--almost two thousand J9are before a similar 

revolt took plaoe on this contine:Ilt,--when I think of my 

people right through the g-ea, I oa.n see a a golden 

thread running through the whole pattern of its life 

this dominant note of its life, first announced to Father 

bra.ham: ''Be thou a blessiq. d it is one of the 

supreme convictions of my life t at the Jew throughout 

the ages, ooneoiously or unoonsoiousl7, has been a 

blessing to the peoples of the earth. hether oommeroi-

ally, eoonomioal.17, politioall7, socially or oulturall7, 

he was, as omba.rt said, like a sun passing over the 

peoples of the earth, bringing the vitalizing rays of the 

mind and the soul to bear upon the soil of any people to 

hioh he o e, yielding abundantly of spiri tu.al and 

intellectual gifts unto the r oee of mankind. 

The ~ orld needs him toda7, I beli&Te, even more 

than the world needed the Je a thousand years ago. ell 

the rld h tee the Jew most it needs him mot. he rl4 ' 

toda7 ne de the critical ao en, the intellectual honest7, 



the practic 1 sense of social vision, the code of ethics 

inich the genius of our people h s created. Mind you, 

we ourselves re not 1 ~ ys :faithful to these things, but 

the race has al ays been better th n the individual, and 

the race has al Jays retained its soul, ·even 1hen some of 

its individu ls had lost theirs. 

'he world needs us today. Is id 1st week th t 

what is essential in hristi nity, in its ethics, is 

Jewish. I say today that what is essenti 1 in modern 

uropean civilization, ap rt from wh t the Gree s gave to 

Euxopean civiliz tion in the love of the esthetic, in the 

love of beauty in art,--ap rt from what the Greeks gave ta 

Europe, all else that is at the very foundation 0£ 

uropean cigilization today, 11 else th t holds ,ithin 

itself the promise of future growth and future development, 

for new visions, for new hopes for the human race,--I say, 

all else is Jewish. d when men and women of my faith 

gro 1 indifferent and begin to drift, I pity them. They 

think that they can best serve the human race by 

disassociating themselves from this little group of eople 

c lled the Jews. 1hey ares dly istaken. When they 

leave this little group that holds within itself this 

mystic gift, this rac ,ial genius that thro s off at all 

times new rays and new inspir tions and new ideas and new 

visions, they are leaving themselves hollow, empty of 

content; they bring nothing to the peoples to whom they 
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go, and they destroy the glory of their lives. 

oan best serve the human race by remaining closely allied 

in close contact with the inspiration and the genius of 

his own race. ~hen he becomes a blessing to mankind. 

The Jew has a glorious past, but, to my mind, 

he has a future e1_ually as glorious . .re have yet much to 

give to the world. Our last immortal phrase has not yet 

been spoken, and the last great prophet of our race has 

not yet been created. ,ven as we gave to the world 

abundantly in the days gone by, and as we are giving to 

the world today,-all about you everywhere the Jew is in 

the van of intellectual and spiritual ere tions--so will 

the Jew in the days to come, if he rerrains true to the 

vision that is his, if he does not sink his soul and 

wallow in the cesspool of materialism, if he remains true 

to that living fire of inspiration, of ideals, of faith 

which is his eternal heritage, --I say, if the Jew remains 

true to his vision, the Jew will wet give richly, pro­

fusely, abundantly to the races of mankind in the days 

to come. 

nd we shall march down the highways of history, 

on our lips the immortal song, in our blood the rhytba 

of an immortal race, and in our soul the ancient charge: 

"Be thou a blessing! Be thou a blessing!" 

--o--
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