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ILVER, 

ON '' .. HY .£ -
____ P_IE_, SUf DAY JORN ING, 

JANU RY 8th, 1922, C VELAl D, 0. ------ -- -



Exactly to months ago, the week before the 

co~erence on the limitation of arm ents opened in 

ashington, I ddressed you on "Ghosts t the Conference 

T~ble; and if you rec 11, Is id ong other things, th t 

I not going to be discour~ed as to the accomplishments 

of this conference because I sh 11 not expect much. I 

said frankly that I w snot very optimistic bout the 

outcome; I did not want to be optimistic bee use I did 

not 1ish to be disillusioned in. 

.fell, I h ven't been dis ppointed, nd I haven't 

been disillusioned, although even less than I had 

anticip tad, even less th n that, w s actually accomplishe. 

I ende vored then to point out to you the ghosts th t woul 

hover over the conference t ble--the de d hand o the past 

that would keep the finer impulses of the ne i d y from 

h ving theirs y t the conference. I s id th t the 

problem of disarmament is inextricably, inevitably linked 

with all those economic nd politic 1 problems that 

wrecked the conference at Vera illes. I s id th t the 

type of men that ware sent to Jashington was not the t e 

that could wrestle ilith these problems ny more success­

fully than the en ho failed at Versailles, because they 

were the a e fine, suave, polished diplomatic geneltmen 

of the old school, who wore frock coats admirably, ~ho 

knew much of history and geography, but who had no vision; 
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and eople perishes when it h s no vision. • 

There wasn't a prophet among them th t could 

see through the veils of past ars nd past antip thies 

and past rivalry vi th the cle rer light of real 

reconcili tion. Is id, also, that the re 1 ghosts t 

this conference would be the ghost of economic imperialism 

that the nations t here assembled were not re dy to dis-

vow their imperialistic pretentions or desires, nd th t 

back of ull armament is not the evil inclinations of en, 

not the desire to kill, but b ck of 11 rm ment is 

economic imperi lism. Every thief carr ies bout some 

sort of rms to protect himself; he needs them. .nd 

every nation th t exploits through its monopolies and its 

bankers and its trusts and it oocyor tiona the 

possessions of another nation rlll need, it needs ust 

have, m chine guns, bayonets and navies to back up the 

olaims of these exploiters. 

I pointed out lso th t the ghosts of Japan 

would be there--this people th t during the past three-

qu rters of century h s st rtled the orld; thi russia 

of the P cifio needs to expand; it feels that it ust have 

a pl ce in the sun, and ill gain th t place t the expens 

of its neighbors. I pointed to the ghosts of Fr nee, 

with her deadliest enemy just north of her; ranee, ith 

her birthrate decre sing const ntly, needs must h ve 

a vast army to protect herself. 



Now, these ghosts were actu lly present t the 

conference, and, to my ind, wrecked the conference. 

You recall wh t onderful hopes this conf rence stirred 

in the he rts of men nd 1omen in this country nd the 

world over. ix million petitions nere sent to ·1 shingto 

by f thars and mothers pr yerfully petitioning the 

executives of our 1 nd to effect real disarmament nd 

to make less certain the possibilities of 1 r; and the 

press and the pulpit throughout the l nd axed most 

eloquent over the anticipated achievements of this 

conferenoe; and I shington was be~utifully illumined, 

and a ne, sil er doll r 

the gr e t e ent . 

s ordered struck in memory of 

c e that memor bled y, 

November the 1th; ost hi toric d y, a da y of which 

every meric m y be ustly roud, --v,hen ... erica, t rough 

its spokesman, erlretary Hughes, m de known -me:rica's 

plan for the limitation of armament. • It ~as startling 

in its comprehensive plan--a naval holid y for ten years! 

Sixty-six of thee capital ships of the tree gTe t nations­

United t tee, ngl nd and J pan-- ere to be scr-pped, 

and a corresponding limit tion on all uxili ry cruisers 

and destroyers. 

It was magnificent! nd 11 the oth r n tions 

promptly concurred. .:..:.tngland, l!'ranc e, Italy nd J pan 

at once concurred--of course in principle; they didn't 

say nything bout detail. Diplom ts like to discuss 



principles in public; the details they prefer to discuss 

behind locked doors. Diplomats ve habit of promising 

beautiful things in principle, and then che ting like 

troopers in detail. One is reminded of the stor o tie 

colored men vho s id: "Good Lord, I h ve lied like the 

best of them, and I h ve cheated, nd I h ve stolen, nd I 

have robbed every chicken coop int e neighborhood; but 

I have never lost my religion." 

Lloyd George said th t the conference promis ed 

to be oner inbow after the storm; dour people s 

justly exulted; the people felt proud, f irst of 11, th t 

it w s - merica that initiated nd summoned this conference 

and, secondly, t_at no, the pre tie hich we lost in 

aris and Versailles would e eturned to ua; e had 

ctu lly chieved some tremendous gains for humanity, 

nd \Je were 11 h ppy; we spied th t new era, the dawn of 

a new day, when this burden of t xation nd this constant 

fer nd suspicion would p ss iay _and better d y of 

mutu l understanding nd cooper tion ·iould come. It as 

fihe. 

nd fter thi dram tic gesture w s rade, fter 

the demonstration was over and the progr m h d been 

.acce~ted inprinciple, then oame the details; and then 

oame the ghosts. In one of the magazines this statement 

is found: "After a brilliant dawn, nd at le st a decent 

beginning, the afternoon and evening oft e conference 
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were gloomy and sordid and stormy." be utiful dawn 

but a gloomy nd sordid and stormy evening. he first 

bomb shell that shook the confidence of the people was 

when r. Briand, that be utiful orator of Jb:'ance, 

announced at one of the plenary sessions that r nee had 

no intentions of giving up its army, of limiting its 

&rJJ17, of reducing it even to pre-war strength. They say 

he spoke very well; that all the diplomata sitting around 

judiciously pplauded him at the proper time, and after 

the announcement was made Briant.Wisely, judiciously, lett 

the country. And that was the end of the land disarmament 

Bot a word has been said since about demobilizing the 

vast army of Fr nce, 'Vlilich keeps the whole of the 

European continent in seething ferment of unres·t nd 

discontent, which army has been used in the last t~o or 

three ye rs to bolster up every re ctionary government 

in Europe. 

fter Briand as gone his representative sent 

another bomb shell into the conference. It was 11 a 

question of detail, ot course. ranee would like to have 

ten additional post-Jutland dre dnaughta. I don't kno 

ex ctly w t a poet-Jutlam dreadn ught is, but it eema 

to be the highest and the moat modern type of super-

dre■4Daugh1;. d this dmiral Le Bon s 14: "France has 

re ooasta--three of them--to defend, and she wants a 

n v7 as large e Japan, perhaps larger. d then the 



&«'tlr~ 
o'Shorthand ~ 
-, Atporter CA 

<>tvn.~<) 

calm of the conference began to be ruffled. Then that 

fine gentleman, Mr. Balfour, actually be an to scold; and 

ch nzer, of It ly, began to fume; am Hughes began to 

speak rather determinedly about cert in loans that should 

be paid. nd then l r. Briand thought the time had come 

to announce th-tthia dem nd on the part of •ranee was only 

a gesture, a sort of• peroration; that it s hould not be 

taken too seriously. fe days later one began to hear 

from behind the closed doors of this conference sounds, 

as if some of them were being gged nd robbed, nd t ien 

everybody at once kne th t the integrity of Chin as 

being safeguarded and protected. 

Japan, ngl nd and the nited t tes were 

ende voring to protect perm n n ly their rights in the 

Pacific, nd Fr nee, Engl n d nd Jap n iere ende vor ing 

to place the seal of perpetual ownership upon tho e 

portions of China which they had taken--robbed! nd as 

a compensation for these vast stretches, torn right out 

of the heart of China, they ~ere going to return the 

post-offices in China. ~nd China, stra nge to s y, refused 

to accept this beneficence. 

nd a few d ya later somebody asked something 

about airplanes. ~verybody knows th t the next war will 

be fought in the air, nd will be fought with gas and 

chemicals; everybody knows that super-~readnoughta were 

becoming antiquated long before the oonferenoe n val 



experts were considering the advisability of scrapping 

their super-dreadnoughts; and yet throughout the two 

months of deliberation not word ~as said or has been 

said about eu.rbing the airplane, the hydroplane--the 

machines that in the future, controlled as they will be 

by wireless, carrying tone of dynamite, might be in 

position to destroy whole cities. 

his morning I read where the nations had 

agreed to prohibit the use of poison gas, but with this 

reserv tion: that they are permitted to continue their 

research in the discovery of new formulae for more and 

more poisonous gases. Now the aver e reader may be 

deluded by this announcement. 

no nation manufactures poison 

he actual fact is that 

s until 1 r is ctually 

declared; if they have the formul e for it that is ell 

th t they wish. 

ind, finally, what actually broke the ·heart ot 

the conference, hat may destroy its entire v lue, if it 

has any, was the submarine--th t beast of the sea, that 

agency of cruel warfare that brought the United t tea 

into the iVar; that sneak, that pestilence, that kills in 

the dark--the submarine, for which Germ ny was so roundly 

nd universely damned; that submarine has now become the 

pet hobby of the French. France is now the champion of 

the submarine, with the United 'tates a close second. 

France not only wishes to retain her submarines, but wishe 
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to build three times the number it now has. 

nd then all the latent hatred between r nee 

nd ngland nd It ly su.r ei like scum to the surface; 

and then people began to see the rift, the ch sm th t lies 

between war and peace. oot, good - erican lover of 

peace, has tried to introduce certain resolutions that 

would re ul te the use of the subm rine. Vell, these 

resolutions to regulate the de dliness of the subm rine 

have as much v lue 

claws of a tiger. 

s an a.tte nt rn de to manicure the ... 

he beast must be killed; nd the 

submarine must be destroyed from off the • ce or from 

under the f ce of the sea. But th th snot come to be. 

nd so e stand today, near the close of the 

conference, ith very little ieved. four-pover 

tre ty has )een eed upon, hioh ~ill do nothin el e 

but confirm these four po ers--the United Jt tea, ngl nd, 

ranee and J pan--in their possessions and do nions 

in the cific, just s the gre ter le gue of n tions 

was to confirm these gre t powers in their possessions 

the , orld over. nd the United tates t kes upon it elf, 

inc se of ag~ression on the p rt o ny other nation 

gainst the territorial integrity of these four o rers 

in the acific,--it a rees in connnon with the other three 

nations to communicate 1ith one another rankly and fully 

in order to arrive at an unde standing ao o the most 

efficient measures to bet ken, jointly or separately. 
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I have tried h rd to distinguish th t from 

rticle 10-~--that famous rticle 10, the he rt of the 

league of n tions coven nt; the one th t drei unto itself 

tho e terr ible thunderbolts of . rding nd the entire 

epublic~n drn.inistr tion. I h ve tried to comp re t his 

with rticle 10, nd I h ve come to the conclusion t h t 

thi is even more strin ·ent th n rticle 10. _he United 

t tes ssumes to protect, mor~lly bind itself to protect 

not lone the insul r possessions of t h ese peoples in the 

Paci ic, but even the J panese meinl nd. resident 

H rding s id it didn't me n th t; l1r. Hughes said it did 

en th t. r. rding h s since changed his mind; 

perh ps r. Hughes mind. Bee e th t 

s , e oup of irreconcili b s ·n the en te--Bor h, Reed 

nd Lafollet1e o defe ted the ' re~ty of ers illes, re 

on the arp th in; and I believe th t they will voice 

the sentiment of most mer c n citizens ihen they dos y 

t t Amerio does under no circu.mst nee dert ke the 

oblig tion of protecting Japan from foreign gression. 

"fh t has been cco mplished by t he conference? 

I suppose there has been, s a result of this ee ent 

of scr9 ing the o pital ships of the powers, a cert in 

sa ing of money on naval rmament. ere is possibility 

lio over, that this oney ~ill be appropriated for other 

kinds of rmament. he conference has f iled re-lly to 

limit rmament; the conference has failed to solve the 



problem of Chin, nd s long s the problem of Chin 

is not solved there will not be pe ce in the cific; 

the conferenoe has not succeeded in curbing the imperi 1-

istic passions of Japan; the conference has not ucceeded 

in ei'fecting a just settlement of the righteous cl ims of 

Siberia nd Korea. he conferenoe h s i' iled in its 

m jor objectives. fuy? imply bee use the nations in 

the conference were not re dy. • hey ere driven to the 

conference by the clamor of the peoples, by the he vy 

burden of tax tion, by the fer of economic dis ter t t 

, sf cing them; they ere driven to it by the thre t of 

an rohy nd c os nd rrevolution. But their he rts ere 

not in it; they did not com in spirit of re 1 penitence 

nd humility, acknowle in t eir sins of the ast nd 

ready to atone nd ke amend nd st rt ne. The en 

ere not there d the desire snot there; the honest 

purpose ii s not there, nd the :re l will {J s not there. 

I h ve et men d women during the past week 

who seem to be i'rightfully broken up and disillu ioned 

about w t h s taken pl ce in shington. hey e ected 

•o much; they h d been r ised to such height of 

anticipation; and they fell, nd they ~ere in the slough 

oi' despondency. nd they sked of me:_ /ht re, e to do 

now? ihy, I said unto them: Our clear duty now is, as it 

was two months ago, as it was three years 

carry on--to oarry on! Our ideal is true 
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it must win ultimately. It is uestion not of day or 

of ye r, or of one or of teh conferences. It is the 

question of the holy will of mankind through the genera­

tions making itself potent and effective in the policies 

and in the programs of the ~orld ; it is uestion of the 

resisting of disillusionments; it is ue tion of being 

infinitely patient and strong and enduring. 

Thia conference my h ve filed in its major 

objectives. he next conference t nnes, nd the next 

aonference at Genoa, nd the fourth nd fifth conferences 

my f il in their major objectives, but as long s the 

gre t urge of an enlightened and insistent and cl oring 

public opinion is there--persistent, dem nding, driving 

these lackeys of the old or er of things, so long is 

there hope that ultimately, through dis ppointments nd 

through disillusionments, gradu lly our ideals ~ill be 

achieved. 

lh t your duty nd mine cle rly is, is to 

continue our 1ork o~ eduction, o educ ting public 

opinion. I have faith. supreme f 1th in the po er of n 

enlightened public opinion. Dduc te them, tr in them. 

to be internation lly-minded, to think in intern tional 

terms, to forget that they are an isolated people; tr in 

them to realize that their destinies are irrevocably tied 

up with the destinies of every people; that lherever there 

is injustice and oppression and tyranny nd exploitation, 
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ultim tely every people will p y the rrice for it in 

blood d tears and misery nd cold nd hunger. 

here is no moral isol tion ny ore th n t h ere 

is physic 1 or a financi l or oommerci l isol tion 

in the world tod y. 1he rld is intert ined and inter-

laced; tr in men and women to think in terms of 

internation 1 relationship; tr in them into a proper 

understanding ot wh tis back of rmament m b ck o:f 

navies nd back of armies: economic imperialism! economi 

lust for extension and po er! selfishness. monopolism! 

r in them into the realization that rel p triotism 

dem nds of them not to b ck every crimin lly exploiting 

corporation bee use it see 

train them to feel th t re 

protection under the fl 

lo e of country means 

devotion to the re t prinoip es of truth nd justice 

• 
' 

nd. righteousness, hioh ust be the found tions o:f every 

l nd. nd tr in them to feel, . s some of us mu t come 

to feel, th t the salv tion of the world is not with the 

old but ,iith the new; th t the alv tion o the world 

lies, my friends, ith these er zy r die la, these 

visionaries, these men th t re sneered at nd held in 

supreme contempt fort eir impr ctioability. Is y unto 

you that the salvation of mankind lies ,ith them nd their 

ide la; for the s ne, safe, sound, suave, cultured, refine 

gentlemen o yesterday have dr gged our ci viliz tion into 

the gre test oat olysm of the ages. 
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It is these young radic ls, 1ho spin their 

visions nd their dreams out of the gold and goss mer of 

love and faith d kindliness, nd the •ill to s orifice 

for better underst nding among peoples; it is with these 

inexperienced as they are, unle rned in the iays of the 

uorld as t ey are, impractic l s they re, th t the hope 

of oiviliz tion nd the hope of tomorro lies. 

1!en nd women must lose their sense of timidity 

nl fear of the ne I nd the novel. y, t ere is butone 

way to limit rm ent, my friends; there is but one y 

to limit n v l arm ent, nd that is not by establishing 

a proportion of five-five-three nd one nd half, but 

to t~ke 11 the ships d 11 t e sub rines nd all the 

destroyers and all the auxili ry cruisers ri ht into the 

middl.e of the Atlantic and sink them all! 

Non tion needs an army or an vy to s egu rd 

itself, to protect itself. C nad didn't need it; nd the 

United t tes didn't need it to protect itself from C n da 

d hen t1 t c e into effect t e United t tes , not 

n tion of ninety millions or hundred millions, po,er-

ful nd trong, but a poor people th th d just come out 

of the ar. y, the ro mis imple. 11 tat is 

needed is t e simple passion o youth, o prophecies, of 

vision--o 11 it radicalism •. adio 1 means som thing t t 

goes to the root of thing. ~he prophets kne 1 it. " nd 

they sh 11 bet their a~orda into plo s ree. ot limit 
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its use; not est Dlish a proportion; not ke llowances 

for the irpl ne nd the subm rine. But they sh 11 bet 

their swords into plowshares, nd th~ir spa rs into 

pruning hooks, and they shall learn ar no more. S ut 

down your r colleges and scrap your armies and navies, 

and the eX})loiter th t goes to China, and the exploiter 

th t oes to ~exican oil fields, nd thee loiter th t 

o es to Mesopot a, 1ill know th t there is no rmy and 

no n vy to back him up in his ne:f rious purposes. ....nd 

he ~ill not do it. 

I think eric comes out of thi don erence, 

perh'- s the only n tion t t ou ht to come out, 1ith a 

sense of pride. 

effort, just it 

I believ t t meric ade an honest 

de an onest e ort three rs 

I believe th tin tl e main it G filed; but I do hope 

th tour president, that our 1 d, will continue to or 

or it, to u.r e it, to insist upon it. It is our duty 

nd our oblig tion 1d our especi 1 privile e .. 1eric 

o. 

mus t le d the ~orld. .~d h t I y unto you men d X 
iomen is not in terms of peror tion, a eulogy: it i 

und ment l conviction of my life th t the hole hope of 

the world, if ,e re not to f 11 over the brink mnto 

an rchy nd b rb rism,--the whole hope of the iorld for 

reconcili tion and utu 1 underst nding and cooperation 

inste d of competition, liea with erica. ·1e re the 

most powerful, we re the moat prosperous, nation on God'a 
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e rth to day. ',fe have suffered le st; \'Je h ve no ancient 

grudges nd no s.ncient ntipathies, and we h ve been 

bitten least by the lust of imperialism; and we have 

within these shores the whole v~rld in iniature--a 

microcosm, a makeup of all the races and 11 the peoples. 

,le can understand the problems of the world, and ,•,e ought 

to, in deep consecr tion of soul and mind, devote 

ourselves in the generations to come, for it is the t sk 

of generations and not of ad y,--we ought to make th t 

the supreme n tional policy of erican life--pe ce! 

:Perfect peace! eace without rmies; peace ~ithout 

n vies; peace without subm rines; peace without irpl nes. 

Ju.st simple, godly, healing peaoe mong the peoples of 

the earth. 

--- ---
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