
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         147           52           120 
 
 

Censors and Other Afflictions, 1922. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



~~tlr~ 
~Shorthand~ 
""":> Reporter u, 
C S> 1tvn.ti-1 

LECf BY ru~BBI -
0 " s - -

T I ii E I -- ' 
Y 15, - 1922, 

BBA • 

FLICfIONS, ' 

·ORNING, 

C 



You ma7 aak yourse1f 11h7 I ohooae to ape k of 

this aubjeot of oensorahip at thia time. 

believe that it 1 very iaportant that this eubjeot of 

aenaorehip be olearly understood b7 the Amerioan people. 

The oonviotion haa been borne in upon me during the past 

few 19'1'• that 'the elemental libwtiea 11h1oh e en~o71D 

this land~• fast being invaded b7 811.ppreasioniata of 

one kind or ano"thel', b7 highly organized and Yooiferoua 

minorities who are never happ71Ulleas the7 baYe made 

other people 1Ulhapp7. 

It is reall7 a 1st e to think that 1D th1a 

land the majority n.lA. ma oi,l t7 ma7 govern. but 1 t 

is the m1nor1 t.J' th t really ulea. well organized ant 

well t1nanoed and deter 1ne4 minorit7 ma7, in th1 fo:r 

of politiaal organizatioD hich we have. foroe its point 

of •1•• upon the erio n people an4 express its peculiar 

14eaa in laws be~ore the ••~orlt7 baa awakened to the tot 

Th :re are ill eve?7 lalll, nd eapeoi al17 1D our a, 

aelf-appointel ot 41~1D1t7, ■elf-appo1nte4 bv au 

orate of tm Almight7. ho ha•e taken upOD themeelve• to 

be the gu.ar41 a o~ the ta•••• aol mor la ot •••i-Jbod.7; 

and during the past fe 79are theae aiaorltie■ haTe beell 

quietl.7 organising th•aelYea to foroe religion into ou~ 

pv.blio aohoola, to reetore '11••• gl nou■ blue la•• ta, 

ev Simc1&711, an4 to iapo • their preUleotiona and thlil' 



ta tea upon eYeryone, ao that they will be in a position 

to tell you and me What we ought to r ad, and what 

ought to a e. and what we ought to hear. It ia pit7. 

1'he 11-apacioue claya of Jefferson, d a, 

Paine, ranklin, and p ople re lly free. when a man pr1de4 

himself upon being a free r1oan c1t1zen,--theae da 

have given wa7 to the d 7 of Comatook ands et anl 

.Burleson and eeovit7 leagues and 1m1lar institution 

of atup14 n.ppreaaioni ta an4 puritana. ia oYement 

haa gro much du.r 1Dg the p st te ye ra aa renl t of 

the • ver7 , o1 oouree, ia, 1n itaelt, the 

supr • exa.-ple and the 1111pr • ta.etifioation, I euppo •• 

of oensorahip, and thoae o tlia t dur 1Dg the are 

entruste4 with the pri'Yil g f eensorahip hat to . 
aurrender that privilege when peaoe is re tore4. i'he 

habit ollnga to people long tter the nee4 baa ceaae4 

to enat. ao the f ot that aa a reillll. t of the ar 

the emotion■, the repreae1ona, the intena1t7 under bioh 

we 11Ye, the r1g14 diaoiplin f ar JB, haw found 

a reaotion ~d an abandon in poat-bellllll 4ap. 

~er 1• uoh or• ~ laxt t7 today in our 

anner , ill our apeeoh, in our 4r• •• 1n our oond.uot, 1D 

our relationa. 

b ing toda7 ia ora-. 1ng for the eharpel' d th ore 

plq11.ADt ■auoe--olearl7 reauJ. t ot the u. II 1• aa 

abnonaal atale of t an4 a I por'2'~ oond.1t1oa. 
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But thea protea ional. oraliata w ae1se4 

upon thea pheno na as ju.atifio tion tor their or7 for 

still ater auppreasion, d prohibition, ncl oeneor hip 

I do not want you to fe 1th t I to hold thi orning 

a br1 f tor all these def1o1eno1ea and delinquenoie■ ot. 

hmnan aooi t7; I not here thie moral to juatif7 the 

kind of 4r••• :peopl wear toda7; the abort skirt and the 

bobbed hair, or t people consider oftene1Te or 

defenaiv ooa Uoa; and I m not here to juatif7 the 

ott-oolor pl&J' or mov18. 

baa been de of it. 

I do belieTe that too muah 

he at7lea tocl 7 ai-e not Ulllllluall7 

ianOl'al; for th t ttv, the7 re not unueuall.7 

attraotlYe or beautiful. nlatera reall7 ought not 

to make t :tw.t el vea ao out the e thinga. t7le 

to ohange, an4 the more tr e the7 ar the quioker th 7 

oh ge; and the more thinga ohange the ore they r 1Jl 

the 8 • 

at I aa her to am a net is thia mani 

that baa taken hold of peopl ,•-this anl for auppreaeion 

b7 law; this 118111'J)at1oD on th• part of maqual1fie4 

1D41T141lal• of 0111' Ub rtle , an4 thla t tv.oua 'b lief 

that we an regulate taat• and IIOl'ale b7 law. Oae ot 

th• 1111pr • ftottou of ltWDNl thought 1a that ,ate an4 

r oan b elnat 4 or 4 pade4 b7 law. 

t I a h•• to epeak agaiUt 1a th 

at t ••• GZ'lUlq •• the arbiter ot our , te, 



of our sooial and intelleotual and e thetio li~e. It 

ia a atr nge ,h1ng, isn't it, how eager aen are to aot 

aa atev.r polioemen. There 1a nothing a man likes to 

do more than to act as a polioeman--of oouzee, an ..-iev 

polioeman, without any responaibilitie. oi viliazi 1th 

a badge 1e r 117 a moat ngeroua animali 1i is muoh 

easier to r gulaie anoth r an' life than to regulate 

their own. an7 eople feel that at may be good for 

themeelvea may not be good for &!Q'OD8 el , nd hen 7011 

add this bit of payoholoa: that so ople, th a lvea 

orb14, unoonaoiously ah to eep other people froa 

en3071ng the things that they oan•t enjoy, you have th 

pa70holo17 of the auppreaai nl t n ~1. 11d ono yo• 

give these people tree rei, 

llbert1ee. 

ve n end to all y~ur 

I repeat aiD that I not defending the bad. 

plq, or the bacl oT1e, or the 1Jlllloral boolc. are 

same books tla t ve no just1f1o t1on for exietenoe at 

1; and some pl 711 ands e vi•• The7 are writtell 

without rt, without ainoerit71 without the sph'it of 

humanit7 an4 kindllJlea; th 7 are th produota o~ pervert• 

lld.ncla that pander to the 4 praTit7 of haan beinge. 

boob, plap n4 p1otur • olearl7 ought to be 81lpprea e4. 

t then there 1 a law--a 1 • of th lant hioh takea 

oare of ■uoh o • , • law which r garu aa an off nae 

agalnat the uo no7 of life and of ooi t7 to exhibit ull 



pl&111 ancl pictures and to ciroulat such books. You then 

haYe a dul7 oon t1tute4 authority baoked and limited by 

11 defined lmr. hat is not censorship; that is th 

pun1shment; ot an aot in violation of a ol 17 de~ined 

law : thBt ever7 sooiet7 must ha e and does hav. 

Bu.t oensorship is nother thi entirely. 

Censorship le the right arro ate& to th l"YeB b7 a t w 

indi vicl a to paa ju&tpent upon a play or a p1oture 

even b fore it 1 xh1bite4; the right a sUID8d by theae 

men to dictate as to bat 111UBt be suppreaee4, hat ID118t 

be deletel, what; muat be 41atorted, 1D order to eet theil' 

taetea and their libs am their dielikee. fh t I regar4 

a tirann7; tlw.t I regl\r4 a 

art nd thought and prQgr 

aa ften happen• 1il our c1 

t t him of at .--an4, 

tio form of organisation, 

the unqualified few; those ho e lea too etent top aa 

3u4gment upon thinga that h •• to d.o 1th t 4 

literature and m.or 11t7. 

q bao in the iddle of the eighteenth 

oentur7, a lr1t1 h prim niater, Robert alpole, 

Who w s afraid of the or1tio18Jftll that ere b inc 

launohe4 at h1a 'b7 dramatist■, paae 4 that infaaou aot 

of 1Y3T, whioh ■ a r1g14 bit ot oenaorahip. Lord 

Obesierf1el4 at th t Sm made th111 Tery algni~ioant 

t taea,: "It poet an4 player■ are w b re1tra1ne1 

let th b restrain 4 •• o11her subjeo,a are, b:, th 



mown la o t e oount17. If t e7 ttend, lot th be 

tried as every 

o o ount:r7. 

llshman ought to be tri 4--by 1 

Do n let us submit tham to the 7 

11 ncl pleasure of any on ma.11." d tor that tt r. 

of an7 one group; beo • 0 Try, 

T ry ditfiouJ.t for nyon dofinit 17 to 7 hat is oral 

and ht 1e immo al. he p r onal el t and looal 

prejudicoe enter so much 1n such deoieions. 

enty rs ago G~ a Gho t oral, 

nd Shaw's a. rren• Profession 1 oral, nclBr:leux: 's 

a 1nnoral. I up_ose if 7011 tr o do 

the oar er of 11 alasaio you 11 tind ton t1 e or 

another o OD o~ th oonsid red or 1 nd 

4a :,erous to th public w 11 • You aimpl7 annot 

• t up hard an t et rule t r the g qing of th or 1 

oon, nt of eat book. I suppose the vice hunt a an4 

puritan hounds find a good deal o jeotionable in 

Sha;keap are, 1n Ohauo r, 1Jl Sh lle7, in lzae, 1n 

Sophoole --in all the r ol io, and, I auppo , 

ff 1n the 1ble. Ho oan u rel g t th e Yital 

4eo1s1on. touohing upon tle v ry soul of t, to on o~ 

7 be 

long1 

t 7 e one m ' t, B 4 

ot r n' a poison. 

ma7 be another I 

t ma7 b one age's 

loathing. 

1• in tltution ot o naorehi lends itself 

re 4117 to abu • that n n the enao hioh 7 be 

., 



invol din its oompl te be oe is 1nf1nitsaim 117 a 11 

a oomp red to ~he ctual msnaoe involved in its preaenoe; 

a bo r4 ~ oensor hip so r di l 1mpoe e it poli tioal 

l\lld eoonomio vi a upon books EL,d dJ' aa d moving 

iotnree. I und r tand ti t not so v ry lo a o the 

Penn 7lvani b ~d deleted from the pioturea ot the ne a 

o~ the da7 so n s ortr ying the atJtn. oond1t1ona in the 

mining dlel iota uring the strike. I Bilppoae that the7 

thoug t th , e det 1 ent 1 to ublio w lf r . But don't 

you ee where that leads 70u toT 

Du.ring th renoh .. ev lut1 on e are tol4 'the7 

ould ot erm1 t 7 plays to be put n th boards that had 

e ir1 t of 

e uaJ1t7 hioh a st bll r olud d tb ri ht of 

an7 dramati t to port 1 81lch ohu otere in. his laJB. 

h etor is t ld of a Geftlall oenaor--and of all c n ore 

th er 1 on of he oat th rough-- return 4 

pl y Dd refused pei,niesion to have th t pl y pr aente4, 

beo et oount, th hero o th 11, 

gard n r' 

untortun 1; ly suoh thing 8 pl C 1D aot 1 life, 

th t 18 no reason th t aho ld • pr ted on the 

t • 

of ilng Le 

ti.lie ae mad. 

proh1b1 •4 b OtlWI X1 Gere t the 

pereo 1 11 a anl dl 11 es, the looal 

_,_ 



d:~tl(~ 

Shorthand~ 
-, ~porter 
C S) 1tVE\.~ 

e-v•t• ant ooJl41tiona, enter 1Jle'Y1t 17 1Dto aq opinion 

rendered b7 oenaore, aD4 t_hat ia Why oen orship ia eo 

~••ta meaaee. E_••Z7 _autoorao7 baa 4 on authorit7 

and not oonaent, hether 1 t b th authority ot a ohuroll 

lfhioh establish•• a ban on prohibit d booka, or hat er 

aian ao'Yi t oYernment,--it be the autoorao7 of a 

•••17 • tooratio to or an1z tion eeb refuge 

in oeneor hip; and ono oenaorahip is e otioned b7 l w, 

it orka like a ate l bana: that is oon tantl7 narrowi 

1taelf, nd oonfining and 1Doaroerat1ng the ind and the 

soul f bmnan belnga. 

t 1 oenaorabip? Pztofessor 

1n Harpa'a onthlt, aa,- 1; t aorship ia the o toome 

~ 1'vm&11 lasinea am 

l •7 men begin to al r to la • 

hen aQthing go• 

• uld not do th•••l vea through m ttort of 111 the7 

ong · 

ant don tor the b7 aota ot goMrament. You oannot 

leg1alate the dnil out of e:d. tenoe. :.: at 1a a truth 

eat bliahel b7 o ntviea n •21> erieno•; and 19t • 

al a19 f 11 ale Upon t t atupid e edient o~ re r a 1oa, 

proh1b1t1oa, oenaorahip, inateacl of duo tion, beo ua 

eduoat1on 1a elo r D4 ore borioua taak; eauaat1on 

throwa th reapone1b111t7 upon 70u aa an 1n41•1du 1 nd 

aot upon the 0\'8 nt; eduoat1on r quire ot you to 

rep]. te 7our o t ate n4 your own •• aria, and to 

etel'lline wh t 1■ be t for 70w aoa.1 and our ' 



-
re uir • ah4J" cl thought d aelf-oontrol cl self-

41 ■o1p11ne; that ia an effort ot 111 and of ind. You 

oull I' tiler Ye th iatr te or the polio an •7 

hat pl 7 we ahou.14 e and hat pla7 •• ought not to 

aee; that is muoh ea ier. 

I ..,. great faith in the Yr Dd t 

ay r 111&11.; I h ye gr t faith in the boleeomene a of 

the var • lnm,e.u •fD4. I do not think as these stupid 

puritan tbint: that; the tural prool1Tit7 ot ·the 1'uman 

I think t t the 

ay rage a.rd man is 4eo nt, 4 likes the deoent a 

the tine d the neet and the whole d it 

that the pl 7a th t palider e low ■t re the oat 

auoo,es till pla7■ 1 aD4 the pi turea that are the w11 at 

nd the red eat and the lou4e I are the kind th t ttr ot 

oat. • do not. 

t I aa.14 aub tituM tor oenaorahlp 1a 

oonoerte4 effort of ■ohool Dl1 ho• ohvoh to refin 

and eleyate t ta■t aDcl the tan4 rl■ of n and 

b7 e4uo t1on--b7 :uationl th• 0D17 remeq for all ooial 

41 aeal • ha m.uoh to go on th highw -, th t 1 ..... L. 

to real appreo1ati0Jl of art n4 lit r '-•• are a 

,oung people, D4 h v her tofore note4 our energ1•• 

almo■t uoluiYel7 to the ezplol tion, to the gr at 

••al '1a, ot th1 oontiaeat of our■; haY hacJ. 11 tU• 



time to devote ouraelY s to the finer thing•. to the 

aweetnees an4 the light of lHa; to aua1o nd poetr7 and 

Ir and fine p1oturea. Bo.t tha time is ooming hen 

the erio n people 111 turn from n exolusiv devotion 

to JD&terial thinga to a ke inter a, 1D the artistio 

and th ap1r1 tu things of llie • 
. 

I oan aee the oha tod 7 in erio n lite; 

aD4 I ould aco lerat• that tandeno7 b7 aduoat1on all 

alo th lin • D not ale of your moving picture ~h tel' 

to g1Te you pioture that J'OUZ obil4 an a e d under-

at 4; that 1 pulling down this eat ageno7 of 

o1v111zat1on, tor I oonv1noe4 that the ovi piotur 

1a an 111 pro eesiv ly 

duo tional ~oies of so t7. Do not ak of that 

ageno7 to 4r gge4 down t t level f the intelleot 

and tbl artist1• gr ap f tile oh114 of t81l. It 1a unf ~. 

It la e uaU7 unfair to 4rag ou.r oh114ren to moving 

piotur intended for adult■ DI. not for ohildren. Yo11. 

aight aa all fee a bab7 of o J9 r bedateak aa tak 

your oh1lc1ren of aix or t nor t lve haft th • 
piotur a wbloh v to lo th th intimate relations of 

aoaeetio n ooial n4 oonomio life. 

I hope the tiJI will ■oon oo■e n theates-■ 

111 'bUild exol ivel7 for ohllv••• when t 41' an4 

tbe vlng low.re tor oh1lctrell 111 be pr o4uoed 1n thi• 

ol t7 aD4 1D ••ery ol t7 in ,he J.an • aD4 when ohilclr w111 
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not be pem1tte4 to tten4 pl.a7s and motion pioturee 

intended for adults. 

Wha ~ ,ov. ought to d and of your moviDg 

pioture produoe:ra--a.nd. ~rom the tJPe of picture which 

the7 are produoing today one has got to think that eithar 

halt of th are 1mbeoilee themselves, or imagine the 

erioan publlo to be ltogethe~ 1mbec1lee-- hat ~u ought 

to d and of thoee produoers is honeat7. sinoeri t7 of 

aubJeo'I, truth, real1t7. Many of these piotures stupid17 

tantalize, needleaal7 'tantalize, either by their titles, 

llhioh are direct ppe 1 to aez, er b7 ao of their soenea 

, the7 ha'f'e not ven the courage of their :vioea. oat 

of theee eoenee are oaao1111ageci behind some maudlin 

aentim.entalit7 an4 the oon nti n virtues of erioan 

life. 

at we ought to ask ot the aoY1ng piotur , 

what we oug1 to ask of the plaJftight and the pla7 

produoe~ ia honeat7 and sinoarit7 iD presenting the 
made 

probl•s of lite as the7 re; an eazane t ttempt.to tell 

a ator7 honeatl7; the 4.raaa as a pla7 of ideaa, aa • 

o1role of p zsaonalit1••: ~he motion piouzi• •• the ageno7 

tor telling an 1n,ereating ■ tor7 intereetillgl7. • 
the Ting pioture today is exaotly here the dime no••l 

puaing thro'Up. ita f1rat periol. It 1■ being taat 

outatrippe4 b7 Europe n pro4uoen. 1'he Gel'IDl\ll • •UII 
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producer is becoming conseious ot tJa uniqueness of the 

motion picture, ot its unique field, and is beginning to 

present real worl:s of rt. .erha:pa the erloan 

produoe~ will k9 up to realization of the faat; 

perhaps he ill not wit until the p ople throughout th 

land begin to olamor for oensora, but he himself 11 

oall 1n en ot lit rar7 traditiou, o~ oulture, nd the7 

themselves dete what 1 rt a.ncl what 1 cheap cop7 

and deg?'ad tio:a. of art. 

That le our task for the futu : nd organiza­

tions like the 4rama league, na agenoies like the school 
t 

and the ohuroh nd the home ought to throw themselYea 

into this task. First, of. u.pporting thos pla s th t 

You can kill b 4. 

pl 7 7 ithholdi patronag • d that i th deadliest 

instr ent. :, duo te boys and girls to ant th 

clean and th fine and the truth and :rou will not need 

an7 oenoors. Do no eduo t the■ and no censor will 

keep the trom ett1ng to th •• pla71 tha the low ., 

traits require. Prohibiti on in erlaa 111 ne"Mr be 

auooe unt11 a new no~ation 1 duoate4 1n not 

wanting hat thia generation seems 4 peratel7 to want. 

To 8Wllll&rize: I do not bellne 1D oeneorllhip 

beo u.a 117 r a41ng ot the progress f o1T111zat1on fro 

earlieat ,1ae to the preaent ha oonv1Dae4 me thnt 

oenaorahip la AUB•rou; that oe.nsorahip ia worthle 11 



and never aohi aa t hing hioh it a ut to ahi ve, 

n t t oanaor hip is roalteahif't, n expedi nt, a 

foo11 h xp dien of la117 people. 

n4, aeoondl7, t er 1 a ooncerte mov . ent 

thro1J8hht our l d long many 11n a to r etriot, to 

o1roumsor1be th ol ntal r1 hts of h tnga, to 

impose t 111 and he o 1 ions and th r dileotion 

of 1ndiv1 nals a gi- up u o th m ses oft 

Ir rd th t as 17 clan ro u • 

thing 1a start d nd iTen m n 

ends. 

, thirdly, I bel1 T 

• od o 

I haV 

0 1 . 

her it 

b 11 T94: t t the Bal tlo f nkind i to co bout 

ot through la a 1-po ed 

ot 111 th t oom a 'h 

ut through an effort 

ion ot unk1n4 

111 oo out through a oha o~ heart, hrough a 

4etera1n tion on the p t of en and won•n to ae 11: the 

tr th aiid to pur In rtia-

t ie t de 411 et ill of 001 t7, and it 1 d a411••~ 

shift :r sponei illt7 upon oth ra. 

1 demoor 07 is oh 11-....... _ to th 1nd1 "f i 

t t ioh :le bet n4 stronge t n4 fine■t 1D him. n4 

th bl'i th t to sooi 1 lite. 7 

1 o U tote individual o erfeot lf thro 

his o• 11 n4 hi effo:rta, an4 not to b 

teote4 by regala ion 4 pro• r1 lion an 1Dh1\111ou 



and prohibitions. 

• v r7 t of • nsor hip 1 return to 

autoorao7; ·., ot prohib t:a.on r tu? to t 1e 

time hen la a er 

inferiors inoap bl o:f 

th 1r o d tini • 

oenaor hip. 7our r 17 

o f1 om up r • or to 

ermining their own 11 

peo le ol or for 

oul . 
• duo ion. ' 

You w ll join lube o i t e t t v e for 

their a:lm the popularizing and th• supporting of the 

pla7 and tha fine movie d th 004 boo ; ;you 11 

enoourage re ding oirole dr circles tuq, 

groups ~or 7our 019 

and your taa e ill berel;in d 

ao that nothi • u the t 

to 7011.. 

ia m r li 7; 

gi l and or 

purifi d d 111' 

s; 

the r l ill p l 

rio. ll la is rthl a an aorr7 keshitt. 
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