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I am going to spe kt is morning on the book: 

"If .linter Comes." I s 1 use that s the text or a 

discussion o the subject: t is Culture?" I sh 11 

not discuss ,r . Hutchinson's book s 

literature; th tis not my province. 

piece of 

he book ~Pe led 

to me s finely rought, n artistically wrought piece 

of fiction, informed by 

sincerity and tenderness; 

fine spirit of hum nity d 

d it s refreshing to come 

across a book of this character; it was refreshing to 

come cro sit tod y, midst the v st outpouring of 

hectic fiction, mot of it ra to the point of ugliness; 

to come cross book that i t once both true d 

sweet; profound in theme, but in style 

m nner, noble nd strong ~d tender. 

d phrase an 

I nt to use thi book text or er on, 

not becaus e the uthor din mind any p.rticul r 

pre chment. 

m tter, no 

1 he book is not condensed novel; for th t 

et piece of liter t e is deliber tely nd 

consciously categoric or sermonic. But , ter 11, in 

the life d ch r cter o the hero of this oook , rk 

is, to my mind , focused the entire problem of human 

char cter, the entire problan of st nd rda of conduct. 

br, 

rk abre evolves for himself a code of conduct 

by which he lives, bee U:Se of which he suffers, nd 

through whioh he triumphs in the end. /hen e re 
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through ith the book we as ourselves: .1 as hi code a 

true code? Jas it the highest code? ,/ s rk abre a 

truly cultured man? 

Briefly, the story "If .,inter Comes" is this: 

the hero of the story, ark ··abre, is not s int, or a 

br ve man, or an impr ctic 1 ide list; he is just kind, 

genial, patient sort of man; he loves the ·orld, loves 

n ture, observes nd believes in 11 social conventions. 

e i not a rebel, or radical, or reformer--those 

terrible people lhom one gener t·on stones d other 

gener tion enthrones, but heh s very ensitive soul, 

h s • rk abre-- soul t is sensitive to 11 the 

nicer spiritu l V lues of li e· 
' 

nd he is toler t and 

gentle in hi s judgment of me nd of govern ent, bee u e 

he C n see t ning from .... ny i es. 

a.rk bre c not become stormy and p ssion te 

p rtis of yt in or of nyone, bee use he c n l 

see the thing from the other side of the fence. OW, t1 t 

i his most ft l e kne a, nd perh ps hi re test 

strength; d th tis ht makes him rea1ly mot u.npopul r 

ong en; or most people like only thoae vho re one 

hundred percentera. "You re with me or gs.inst me." 

ark abre is not a one hundred peroenter; he oan see the 

point of view of his antagonist; nd this peouliar and 

unusual trait o his makes him progressively a misunder­

stood and iaol t•d man. 
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is ife, bel bre, is everythin th t 'ar 

is not. abel is, oi course, very c p ble d 

efficient and estim ble d perfectly proper 1 dy, but 

she is terribly u.nim ginative d cold d hr h; she 

cannot underst nd her husb nd (th t•s the compl int of 

o t hu nds); he oes not i h to under t-nd him, nor 

his odd 

just t 

himSic l manners 

rts him d checks him 

turn of the rod. 

0 , rk bre, bein 

d nnerisma. nd he 

d r sps him t every 

man of honor, with a 

high sen e of duty, p tien ly submits. He subm ·ts even 

fter every tte p h. ch he es to, rds better 

But hi life become , s re ult 

of this, terribly, terribly ly; nd o he be0 in to 

seek comp ion ip mong hi nei hbors. 1here i 

F rgua f ily in the book ~ ic re? inds one of ic ens' 

ch r cter ; there i hub d ho i terribly 'fem le 

ridden,' vho e chief concern in life, ccording to the 

u her, is to get out o the i o his 1 re d very 

red ife nd his thin an r ther yelloii h six d ughters. 

hen t here is the erch f ily--the old mother 

and the son, who re lin ped together by a love th t 

tr nsfigures holy and a beautiful matern land filial 

love. In business ·ark abre is equ lly unfortunate. 

is business s ooiates f il to underst d him, d resent 

his idealism, his toleranoe, his unusual. attitudes and 
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points of view; especially so does wyning, his soc te, 

hose envy nd malice pursue ~ark S bre to the very end. 

hen there is Nona, the woman vhom .. rk once 

loved but did not marry; Uona, ho ~ s u.n:fortu.n te in 

her m rri ge rk s . he had m rried noblem n, 

c rming in~ is manners, exquisite , fine t te, br ve, 

but utterly graceless d he rtless d consciousle s 

d immoral . !ton was high spirited 10m n, nd finds 

herself furiously 1 shed by t he condoot of her husband; 

she find h erself lonely even s rk is lonely. nd 

loves rk· 
' 

she needs him; t him; she C 11 for 

him . But ... r bra, ho h s code of conduct, of 

honor d be uty-, insi ts u on rem ining f ithful to his 

cold, uninviting home, r t to respond to the 

ppe l of love hich he lf deeply feels . 

o f r the code of .!. r bre n s held . 

isunderst nding , irrit tion, lonliness have not broken 

down his fine code of mor l conduct; but he is to be 

e 

submitted to much more trying d terrible t hings to test 

the strength of his code . The 
• 

arch, his neighbor, enlists, and he calla upon ark abre 

to find some young oman to be the companion of his old 

mother . ark uabre bethinks himself of the little , 

beautiful ffie Bright . l rk S bre is very uoh 

interested in ffie; he loves this oung person, because 

she, too , has ithin her soul that gentleness, th t 



tenderness, hich, to ark, seems to be the ighest ood 

nd the .re test virtue in life. But yning, . ar ' s 

ssociate, seems to see in thi ffection, this innocent 

affection of rk for ~ffie, sinister motive. 

Young erch is killed in the r; his mother 

dies as result of it, nd ffie ie t en into t e home 

of the abrea to ct s the companion of rs . bre, _or, 

in the n.e an time, rk had joined the army, h ving 

previously been thrice refused . abel bra, of course , 

proceeds to bully nd bro bet this poor girl, as she 

does everyone except hr minister . en rk comes home 

on le ve he and his ·1i£e h ve rord fre uently bout the 

tre tment of ffie. d ten r. abre, in revenge, in 

resentment, unceremoniously di c gas ffie. Effie 

le ves. 

submits. 

ark is perfectly helpless to do nything and 

• rk returns to ranee, rem ins there bout 

ye r, nd then he is sent b ck •1ounded. But in the 

meantime poor little ffie Bright h d loved too iell but 

not too iaely someone , d had joined the gre t numbers 

of unmarried ar mothers in gl nd. nd rumor , ugly 

and foul rumor , begins to connect then me of ffie Bright 

ith rk abre . 

nd then one day, not long fter rk' s return 

ounded from France, rs. Sabre receives a letter, a 

pathetic letter from little ~ffie Bright; she begs of 

Mrs . S bre to take her bac into her home; she kno she 



has sinned; she has been punished; she has a little b by; 

no one w nts her or her little baby; her own father, this 

massive, stern, religious zealot, refuses to take her 

oack unless she gives up her child; which Effie would 

not do. Mark Sabre has a code o:f conduct, Di his co de 

says to him that henever a human being in misery and 

distress turns to you, however unpleasant the duty may 

be, however much you would like to shirk it or pass it 

by to someone else, you have been singled out for a 

service and you must respond; and he argues with 1.rs. 

Sabre and tells her, furthermore, that fter all ffie 

has a claim upon them; she had been with them, had eaten 

with them, had served them, and now that she is in w nt 

they ought to do something for her. 

Mrs. bre cannot see it at 11, and refuses, 

but~ rk sticks by his code and insists, and in the midst 

of this conflict and struggle poor little ◄ ffie herself> 

comes to the house with her child. he had been turned 

from her f ther's door; shews hungry, tired and alone; 

and • rk at once takes her into his home. But L:rs. Sabre 

threatens to le ve the house if :ffie remains, nd poor 

ark Sabre says that it would out him to the quick if his 

wife would leave his house, but his duty ia clear. Effie 

must stay. .nd IY abel leaves the house, and in leaving 

flings back this insinuation--th t perhaps ,ark's 

insistence upon ~ffie's rem~ining is due to the fact that 



ffie h s cl m not upon them but upon him. 

nd no r rk bre is soci 1 outc st. His 

mor l code uas beginning to bring the structure o his 

lie down upon him. strange wom n, nd child rihOS e 

p ternity s u.nknom, ~ere living in his house, nd his 

own ife h d left. 

threaten and insist. 

His business ssoci tes be in to 

Unless l rk dismissed thi ~oman 

they 1ould be compelled t s or his resign tion. 

ark tries to find home for t he mother nd the child, 

but no one ill t ke the mother with the child. . .. nd then 

things begin to move dramatic lly, tr gic ly for .r rk. 

1 he iife sues for divo oe, n ing ~fie Bright; and poor 

little 

h d brought t • s m n, r k 

ter· ible mess she 

1hom she ~orshipped for 

his oodness d his gentlene s,--fri htened t the thing 

heh d done, co its suici e; but the ciroumst nces 

surrounding her suicide someho~ seem to enmesh even more 

ark bre into this terrible t ngle; nd t the coroner's 

inquest ever thing seems to point to l r bre s the 

responsible man for this terrible suffering nd final 

suicide of this little girl. 4Ud Twyning, hose malice 

d envy h d pursued rk, as the most damning, the most 

vindictive witness at this inquest, nd the verdiot of tm 

jury takes the shape of a terrible censur of ark abre. 

nd so here is this man, completely broken and 

orushed, victimized by oiroumsta.noea, publioly branded as 

_,_ 
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criminal, aa traducer, s a urderer-- rtyred for 

his code. And . r abre endured; heh snot iven I y; 

he does not denounce or ch llenge or tt ck 'oci l 

conventions; they are right, hes id~ they re just; they 

are necess ry, sometimes, in their oper t1on, in their 

pr ctice; they re terribly h rd; but if one is c lled 

upon in this blind nd imp rti 1 operation of social 

cu tom to suffer, then it is his duty to suffer. 

Hi code st nds, then; but he is yet to go 

through 1 .. ore terr"ble tri 1. On hi home from the 

inquest he is lie blinded, crushed, bro en, hounded 

a.nim l; he come to his house nd finds letter w itten 

by little ffie before she ied. 

th~nks ~ark for ll heh s o 

In this letter she 

for her, nd n es for 

the irst t· e the f ther o her child, ho s iwyning's 

on son, H rold. nd she sks, poor thing, of rk to 

be s gentle d ind to arold she had been to her. 

nd here is the test. ar Sabre has 

wyning in is po1er no . Here i t e t_ t bused 

him; here i the nth t has m ligned n landered him; 

here is them nth th s torn don the tructure of his 

life--this slimy co rd of m n. r bre h shim 

no • Here is the letter of the girl, implic ting his 

on precious son, Harold. He ,ill go to him; he ~ill 

glo t over him; nd then he ill 111 him. nd he seems 

to llow in the ecstasy of hate that comes over him; the _______ __.,. ________________________________ ....,_ __ 
-8-



opportunity to revenge, to vindic te h·mself n put 

himself ri 0 ht before the world, nd ~t t h e s e time to 

revel in the suffer· ng and in t he gony of ':1wyning. 

~nd he runs blinded and m ddened to yning; 

he rushes into his office, nd there he inds ' wyning 

huddled over his desk, bro en, sobbin figure. ~yning 

had jut received tele that his only son h d been 

killed. H rold had been killed. J. nd n-ar bre is 

no· submitted to the mo$t terrible test in his life. 

ill the spirit of gentleness nd t nderness ,hich guided 

hi throughout his d ys permit him to bet 

lready been be ten so terribly by life? 

unmolested this poor man 1:ho h inned 

man ho has 

ill he le ve 

• nst him, but 

who e one ust-ining hope an vh d ys to come will be the 

proud memory of the fine son t h the h d? Or iill he 

tell him th this son h d tr duced a poor, innocent girl; 

th t his son " s co rd? fill he rob t is poor m n 

of hi last, l st hope in life? 

It s a terrible test to go through--even worse 

th n t the inquest of the coroner's jury, when he as 

raoked and torn by the insinuations and innuendoes of 

peoples. Butte code of conduct of rk bre sserte 

itself at l st; d he t kes ffie's letter and thro a 

it into the ire; he puts hie arm round ~in8'a 

shoulder and s , " 
1here, there, 

e died soldier's de th; you o 

-9-
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Ihen ar bre gives w y; his entire nervous 

syst001 is ~ranched, nd he coll pees; nd or months he 

hovers between life nd de th, but he is finally re tored, 

more so by the love of ona, 1ho h d no, come into hi 

life, his own ife h ving divorced him. He is restored 

to life, to the affection d love of 1 ona. "If /inter 

comes, c ,pring be f r behind?" that is the story. 

lo·:, s . rk abre cul tux ed m n? Th. t is 

culture? uxely, it i more th n le rning d ~isdom 

and kno ledge; surely, it•i more th n being cqu inted 

iith boos and pl ys and music d pictures . Culture 

is surely omething more than fine manners nd t ct nd 

gr ce; it is surely more ci 1 proprieties. 

at is culture? I believe th t l ..... rk -..> bre 

e bodies ithin his life the toe senti ls of re 1 

culture. or culture, to my mind, le vin out free and 

open din uisitive mind, the kind that is e ger to see 

d le rn, is nothing else but honor and gentleness·. 

hat' 11. nd by onor I en not a sense of pride 

in one's po ition, or one's line ge, or one' achieve enta 

or one's n e • I ' 
e by honor sense of the dignity d 

the sacredness of one's own life_, and consequently of the 

life of every other human being. 

her bbis beautifully illustr tad this thought 

hen the said: 'The Bible says this is the generation of 

man purposely, so th t every human being may be justified 

-10-



in s~ying, '0 Lord , for my s ke as t _e ,orld ere ted ! '" 

• sense of one's om iorth; th tone is of the im ge of 

God. l: o , 1ha t does t t e an? ./hy, re liz tion of 

this f ct implies, first of 11, th t .it becomes the duty 

of n to per::'ect his life s much as he possibly Cl!n; to 

complete it, to ke it as be u tiful nd s ignifio _nt 

nd s purposeful she possibly c • 

I think it s C rlisle 1ho s id th t the re t 

1 o culture is th tech an become 11th the N s 

ere ted c p ble of eing. h t's the ch llenge! t' 

the duty th· tone eA"J)erienoes 1hen one re lize thi 

en e of honor, of dignity, of nobility o one's life; 

d en it lso implies t t the st.nd rd of ~udg ent 

is not outside ore.tern l but 1it in. 'h t . i the 

import nt thing. he t nd r of one's conduct, then, 

i not I t the other ma.n vill s y bout e, but .ht do 

It· ·nk of my elf. 

'he et Gree i e an, ristotle, s id th t 

e chm n should c It 

do es not e n th t e ch r ct she~ ills, she hims, 

but let e ch m~n ct s i he 1ere d'sciplined nd 

controlled nd deter ined by supreme 1 hich he 

hims lf reverences. he n of honor ~ill not stoop to 

dote ting th tis dishonest, th tis sh dy, t oils; 

not bee e he i fraid of the opinions d the 

judgments of ot er people, or o~ the rigors nd the 

-11-
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ex ctitude of the 1 w, but bee u e hi on soul, h. own 

st nd rd, his o~n o inion o himseli, o hi position , 

ill not pe it him to. 

of honor. 

Th tis ht e men by sen e 

1he cultured man is the man ho, realizing this, 

becomes an rti tin everything he ys nd does. lliy? 

ec use n this hi h opinion of him elf, in the 

highest ense o th mrd-- d he I e r of high 

opinion of I 1..e c il of od--he ·11 not 

ythin to 1 -ve hi h n s th tis not u perfect 

he c m e it. ur ise r bbi id: IJ z h. • 

n cc pted truv t t C ured doe not e_ i 

n to 1 ve his nd le it e per ct. ' 

lil o once de b ul fi ure, nd hi 

friend C to isi.., • im tu io, n t·1ey . . 
" ,. rvelou T p r ect thin th t figure is. • 

il i . 1T h, no, f iend this t in i not . t . 
' 

per ec 01 e ere. If d he took t el to the re r of • 

the st tue, th~ p rt c i • pu hed to e ~ 11 d 

hie nobod ... ... ~ill ev r ee, nd he id: 'B hol 

1·tt e ur c th re; it ·s till rou h, it i still 

un olis ed· t is t i • 11 not b er . ct until I h ve 

polished • t " l. • 

'h is the rtist spe ring, not e ely the 

ti • t i ense o honor. e n of honor 

loo s upon everythin he does s tremendously i nific nt. 
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e tries to do it erfectly. I h ve id ore t 

once, I believe, t t t: e·e is nothing insi nific tin 

life. or tl t m ter, there is nothing "'i ni ic nt, 

unl ss . e e it so. l d do.m the highr, y '"' d 

w thl e men b e "'..ing sto e, he s ed of one: 

re OU doin H d t • d; "I mm ·n t 1ree • ..... 

doll rs d Y• ,, nd he ske o the second one: n lli t 

re you doing?" A d he s id: "I m bre __ ing stone.' 

. nd he ed o he thir 

And he rep li d: "I, sir , buildin 

re you doing?" 

c thedr 1." hey 

ere 11 oin the s me or ; but the one s · the rt·st; 

the one w concious o th dign ty nd the ~orth hile-

ne of o ~n 1 • e i;.,.nd o io on effort , ho 1ever 

pro ic 11 d inoi nif· t th t ction Y e. 

e s 0 onor; fo • e n of honor 

everythin honor ble. 

of c ture. 

ht . to my ind, i one of the 

o man i culture unle sh 

et criteri 

ve 1i thin 

him t"' ·s subli e conviction in th nob·1· y, the deur, 

the ,orthNhileness of his oin life, of his 01n i pulses, 

of his on emot·on, of hi o ind, d trie to perfect 

them, trie to e 

t the e time 

sensibilitie 

st.em in o t be utiful 1 y, nd 

reverence for the opinion 

d the live of other people . 

nd e 

econd essent l of culture is gentleness--

gentlenes of mind, gentleness of soul. 'he reeks c lled 

-13-



it oder tion. rh their highest vir ue--moder tion. 

o be jut ·tout bein h rsh; to be critic l 1ithout 

being c ptious; to be refined vithout being f stidious; 

to be good ~ithout being ie k. o er tion. entleness! 

Gentleness i our judgment of ot _er people, of their 

e 

which 

sses, d their follies, nd their sin; entlenes 

us re lize ho ~ muc of thos nd ho uch of 

sorro t.:.. re is • n t~_is orld of our , nd it unutter~ble 

s dness, nd ho muc m 

su fer to r 

to be r i 

lize th choice t 

the , to un erst 

omen ust trug le 1d 

is e 0 their h rts· 
' 

em ~hen they f ·1, o 

s thize ihen they err-- entl ne T . 
It is only thi pirit of entlene s, my friends 

th t ke ps virtue from beco of en ive; for virtue my 

become t times tr ·bly offe ive d hr h. bel 

virtuous om n, but she l c~e , she overlooked ome­

thing: gentleness, tenderness, symp thy, ithout :hich 

lif"e is cold d h r d, o tentimes, cruel. omeone 

onces id that in re ding history e ought to keep t,o 

thin s--irony d p·ty; irony to en ble to mile 

ithout permitting our he rts to bre t the ollies, 

t the stu idities of hum n bein s; nd pity to en ble 

us t times to shed tar, ihic consecrates life. 

s 

Gentlenese--th t restr ined ~r bre, ~hen he 

could ve crushed that m n, and erh s justl h ve 

crushed that an ho ruined his life, 1ho drove him an 

14-



outc s t from hum society; but ent l eness 1 id 

r e tr inin hand upon him. 

Culture , then , is justice tempered with 

ki ndliness . And I hin t t tl-t i~ the ide 1 of life--

isn't it , my friends? io got rough life proud b cue 

we re children of God , ith fine ense of our on 

orth nd dignity , trying to do everything in ·l1e inest 

possible y nd m nner , nd yet i th 

fter 11 , e re but drop in the 

re liz tion th t, 

oce n of 

e i tence ; th t fter 11 e re so sm 11 nd insignifi­

o nt he we reg rd ourselves fr om the vie ~oint of 

eternity ; nd th tit ever b oov s not to be r h 

d furiou intoler n , b t n y nd under st ding 

nd entle , n order to ke t is life of ours l i v ble . 

Isn 1 t it , fter 11, the ide-1 of culture 

of 11 civil iz tion t o en ble e ch one of us to 0 

through life s ii e friend't I n ' t th t summing it 

up? To go through life s ise friend , d to pass 

through our llotted sp o d ys s s·eet benediction. 

--o-- • 
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