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OB "A SADf OF DEl400BACY--j.BBAHAV LIBCOLI!' - --------

A 'l mE BMPLE, SUIJ». Y KORI IllQ, --
_I_EB_R_U_A_B_Y !!,,_19_2_2, _C_LE_VE_LAN __ D,,2. 



I haw ohoeen to oall brahaa LinoolD a 

■aint of d811looraoy and I use the term "aalntw not aa a 

vagae term~ adulation, but almost 4eliberatel7. 

Heretofore, nd generally, the term ffaa1nt' baa beea 

uaed exoluai"fely in a religious aena• b7 the ohuroh. 

A aaint 1a one who baa led an exoeptionall7 pious anl. 

go4li e life, and, a result of it. b a ot1f1e 

and oanoni zed b7 the chur oh. 

The synagogue haa re■ t iated tb& use of 

the tarm "saint," aa a rule. to thoe who ere a&rtJel 

tor their t 1th. he K.odaahia-- he aa1nta--were tholle 

who halloed the na ot 1th 't;heir lives; o 41 4 

* * tor the aanotifio tin of God'e n e; anl 

■art:,rdom alone w e auff1o1ent o in for one the 

4ee1 nation of .od ah--the eaint. 

Bv.t I beline the term. o ht not to be 

• 4 in o exolui Te a ■en • It 1 too beautital a 

rl, in the first pl.a•• and it h • o to 1111.0h. 

I ye lwa711 b lieved tlat any pea, 14ea1 ~ t 11lap1r•• 

men, an7 sr• t 14 al for wh1 h m D Uv , thl'911gh whiell 

th 7 autfer, b7 whioh th 7 ar ano'bl and •xal.••4,--t t 

aDJ' au.oh 14 al ha■ , ao how, • aaor I ritual of it ■ o I 

it 48 D11U1t haft 1 • J118t1e idarlne1 &DI ita • nt■• 

f ■t tlOIUI, but Im Qlrl I, I ■q, 1■ the ■ • 
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io•• baa 1, aiD , beoaua ol no• 

a.no•• -tho■ oula 

ltorat rl of th worl, through ,he laye and th ,ear• 

rahlp 1ih 11' gol, an4 o 11• loag before their dtoru 

bend tor■ of mant, 114--ar manktD4' 

oouplel with a tranaoenl t th 1 tor, t purpo •• 

,h •• t ar atte 1i 4 b7 • 
then J01l ba., ■a1Jatho • 4 o 4 1 • nt■• 

11 tho mown o, out ~ theu lon 

of 

aD pl.aN to a e ' a-•■htag lnarcleu., t:ralghtu 

Ill paUI, to br1gh .. •• 
of th lr gr at lo 

e4 for '11 1r taith,-I q hat 

f the 

' l:r 7• 

Lia 111 h• • -p rhap • 
' the aobl of th • ow, f 0 • 
n4 • b to tbt•Jr r • 

... p f• t ,11er •-- le • 1117 ••l 
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much our love of him would pr0111pt ua to appl.7 perteotion 

to him; however much the natural ~1J'.PlAD tendeno7 to ideal­

ize great men--hero worship--would prompt us to picture 

Abraham L1Dooln as the 1Tiumnar7 and the perfection of 

hlJlllan life. But the fao~ still remains that he was not 

a perfeot man; that he, b1me11tlt. would have been the first 

to 4en7 it and to condemn suoh a foolish attempt at hero 

orsh1p. 

Linooln was human and shared all the 

... akDessea and clet1o1ano1ea ot men, and of some of them 

he had a greater share than moat men. Llnooln never had 

throughout his da19 a aenae tor some of the finer eathetio 
• 

vaJ.uea ot Ute; he waa not reallx a oultved man, U by 

oulture •• mean the re•triotied • iDg of the woH--a full 

orbe4, well rounded man. i h e waa an element~ ooa:rse-

ness in his makeup wh1oh survived :from the harsh an4 

ohanllese d J'9 of his earl7 :,outh. 

e are aoouatoaed to ,h1nlt of him.•• a 

genial, kin4, aelt-posaeaaed man; but L1nooln had hie 

momenta of towering rage. ancl furious paaaion, and 

aullenn••• ancl atubbor.Dll•■•• Linooln oftent1 ea•• 

aorb1417 oautiou ant ••oretive and ■1111Pioiou.a. Rational­

iat though he waa, he••• the vlotia ot euperatitlon; he 
• 

belieYed in ue-, preaentllellta. He 414 not al11aJ'8 have 

tho•• high atan4ar4a ot publio 4ut7 and reapou1b111t7 

11b1oh he ba4 during hi■ l&JII 1n uhba'o•• He wu tar 

fro a perfeot .... Bat, la 11plte ot it, &DI perbap■ 

.... 



beoauae of it, I t~ •• are jut1t1e4 ill oalllng 

brah Linool.D nt ot demoor 07; beo ea int ia 

reall7 not a pert ot man, but a aatnt iB the man o b7 

dint of hear,-br•ak1ng effort p rteota b1u~lt . . 

Llnooln grew and clnelope4. Llnooln' 

per onallt7 wae southing whioh eYolv•4 through experienoe 

aDl ,rial and ■utfering and reapoaa1b111t7; Linool.ll taught 

hi• wa7 through a J1112gle ot povert7 ancl ignorano and 

baolcwoo4aaen'a euper■titiona and ooaraene •• and the 

earl7 a,an4ar4a of politioal moralit7. I q that h 

fought hie wa7 through by int of aelt ater7, of ftort, 

of• or1f1o. to th open apaoea of a Npifioantl7 rioh 

nd it 1a 1n thi■ 

Yer7 trimaph ot wlll oTer h r 4 eDYiromaent, thi 

tri h ot the highw aelt OT the lower eli ,--I a7 

t tit is in hie b'i h that the heroio teat ent of 

LlJloola'a aiJltlin••• 1■ t be oUD4. 

a 4aoor ti ■a1n,, nd b7 ,bat I 

me that he ahar the ■tr ng'Ul of 4 or 07 and ti. 

••am••• at 4 orao7; he aharecl ••h of the harahn••• 

and t oruaeua■ aDI tu unoo•'Um• • of 4a11CH1r 07; but 

he ahared aleo 1,■ •1-nt 

hi life, a■ IIO 

L1Doola ev14enoe4 1n 

before or in • ill 4 oor tio , te 



faith in man--ln the aver e an, in the oommoa man. 

GiYen opportunity, so aa7s the lite of Linooln, the 

x:perienoee of Linoolll, the triumph of inoolD, and the 

treasures that you y diaoover in the eoula of oommon 

people are ndleaa, lillitleaa. 

Linooln'a lite 1 the epio of the oo on 

man. Bot ner7 an 1a a LlnoolD, or oan be a Linoolll, 

or baa them ntal and aplritul endo enta of a Lincoln, 

or oan have the opportunitie of a LinooJ.n; but that 

Linool.Jl oould riae from the slough of povert7 ancl 

iporanoe, and the ohanalea•, graoeldaa eDYiroanent, to 

the heights of ~bl1m1t7, _to beoome of th few greatest 

ot mankilld'a eaaaoipatora, 1a proof positive that aomeho 

there reeidea ill the aoul· o v ry human being an ele ent 

of divine ~•atnea■ and potent1a11t7 and latent power, 

whioh may be oalle4 into effeoti ve being b7 the spark 

of pp rtunit7l 

AD4 so l,lnool.D proved. est bl1ehe4 an4 

oonaeorat.a. the demooratio dogma, the 4emoorat1o faith 

ill • 

Ken ha•• fi-equentl7 aa et t aa Linooln'• 

religion. He hu been olai cl b7 m ny olmroh•I ancl b7 

11&117 •• tee of ohuroh inatitutiou. It ia olear that 

IJ.noolJa wa aot an orthodox Ohria,1an; it 1• oert_!ia tha, 

I4Dooln nn•r ~oille4 11:; ohuroh. I.illoOln ~~ belln~ 

1n the rthoclox clop:•• ot th• <111r1ai1aa mroJa; t4.aoolll 



~~ T.Jr,e_ 
~ -:l 
0 Shorthand C::. 
""') Reporter <JI 
C ~ 1tvn.~ 

neTer expreaee4 the belief in the diY1nit7 of JeBU11; in 

faot. Linooln mentions Jesus ver7. ver7 seldom. i~ at all. 

But he was not an atheist or an agnostio; he hacl no well 

deftno4 theoloa. too few people in the world 

that have wel1 4e thaolog1ea, unless the7 be pre-

team.onal theologian■ • But Llllooln had a leep,-&iflllf;te, 

ner-preaent tai th iD a Goa., whoa he ma7 no\ have 

ooeeded in defining. but who was real. to him~i ~J ., 1 

the varied experienoea ot h1a lite. 

•o one oan read Linooln's ritinga, 

esp oiall7 those o~ the perio of th war. but oan fail 

to be impressed by Linooln's auperb ~aith in ae4ef8D1L• 
\ 

being. wboee inatn.ment he ; a God in whom he truated, 

UpOD whom he d pended, Wh 

ot hie da19 1n the 

passing thl' oa.gh. 

th mainst 7 and &Vf>port 

LinoolD bel1eYe4 in pra19r and 

du.ring the 4ark momenta of the war he wou.14 rep ir to hi■ 

own room. and there thia lead.er of the hoata of demoorao7. 

thi■ UJlOOUth Dd unga1nl7 but 11&3e■tlo flgulte oull lcn el 

d.01111 ant pra7 in hi• own wq, 1Jl hi• •• woru, for 

gllidanoe am ■tragth an4 w1e4e■. •o on• oan read thoae 

■•gn1f1aent wor4a ot hla, apoken the 4a7 he left priJat­

ftell tor ahington to aeaume the bvclena aal the 

r apona1b111t1•• ot ihe pre■ideno7. but oan. te•l that here 

wa • 4eepl7. leepl7 rellglou■ ■0111. H• aa14 to hi■ 

/ 



- -

tow.nafolk: 
<.) J-V) ; l ~ , 

knowing I w leav.e, not hen or hether 

I lla7 return, With a task be~ore e gre ter th that 

ioh rested upon ashington. 1thout the asei t nae 

of that DiYine Being whoner attended hia, I oannot 

euooee4; w1 th that assiatano I oannot tail. ust ill 

ll1a who oan go 1th me. and remain 1th you, and be 

••er7Where tor good. Let ua fortunately hope th t all 

d Linooln'a second 1.Daugural addraaa ia. 

to my ind. a p e out ot the 01 eat ant. It has the 

r7'lm.. the olaaaio diotion ot the saored eor1pturea, 4 

it breathe■ a faith and a ap1rit of humilit7 and aub-

miaa1on to God'• laaorutabl ll that r aain4s one • r7 

IIDlOh o-.t • and I■•1a11 and t aal:ma. • said. among 

other thing : 

"It JDa7 ••• strange that an7 en should 

da:re to aak a juet Go4'a a slat noe 1n wringing th 11-

br from the awe t of other en' a f oes. Let 118 jll4g 

not that we be not judged. he lmight7 baa hie own 

purpo•••• oe unto th orl4 eo uaa of oftenoe, or 

it uat n ed.a that of~ noea oome, but wo to that an 

b7 hoa the otfenoe oomath. 

erioaa la-ver.r 1■ on of tho 

It we ■hall auppoa that 

off no•• 11hioh, in the 

))J'O'Yil.eno o~ Goel. ut n 4a oo , but whioh. ha'Ying 

oont1nu4 tbro1JC)l Hi appointecl ,1 , Be now 11 r O? , 

_,_ 



and that He givea to both orth and 'outh this terrible 

Wal' aa the woe due to those b)' whom the off noe oama, 

&hall we disoern therein 7 departure :trom. those diTine 

attributes which believers in a living God shall al aye 

aaori be to Hlm? 

"FoDd.17 4o we hope, farventl7 do we pra:,, 

that this mighty scourge ot war may speedily pass awa7. 

Yet it God wills that it oontillUe until all the wealth 

piled up b7 the bon4sNn's two hundred nd fitt7 years ot 

unrequited toil shall be sunk. and until e ery drop o~ 

blood dr wn 1 t 1111 lash ah 11 be paid b~ another drawn 

with ihe ■word. as was said three thou and years o, ao 

still muat it e eaid.1blt 'Wile udgmonta of t e Lord are 

true and righteous altoget r. 

th oharlt7 

tor all; 1th fir1DDea11 in the right aa God gives us to 

••• the ight, let ua strive on alu1. finish the rk 

are 1.ll•" 

The religion of bl'ah• Linooln e the 

rel.1gion of lu4a1em. The one oentr 1 taot in the fa1 th 

of Linooln •E that God ia a Godot juatioe and of 

righteouan ••• and that 11lt1matel7, throqh eorrow ant. 

or and bloodahe4 and aaor1~1oe, juatlo• and righteouene • 

:muat become re 1 and atabliahll. 

Jlen ha-re tr1ea to find 111 LlnoolD'a orb 

traoea of ol4 Oalvini • I believe that th religion of 

-•-

-



b:rahaa Linooln will ne"Yer be und rstood until it 18 

ole ly reoognise4 tbat Linooln llollinated ~ the 

thous t spirit an e morali t ;y ot t Old 

estam t; aad proof d evidence ot thia oonolusion of 

min• I find in this statement ot a ~iend ot brahaa 

Linooln'a,Co reaaman Delling, soon dter L1nooln's death, 

oalled upon to deliver .a meaori 1 a dresa be~ore the 

legislature of Co eoti ut, and among ot er things he said I 
that he ae •4 Linooln one d 7 wh7 he refuaed to join a r 

I 

ohuroh; and Linooln said unt hill: "I ha'Y n•••r untte4 

117aelf 1th 117 ohuroh oeoaua I hav found ditfioulty in 

giving m7 eeant without ment 1 reaervation to the long 

oomplioatei stat ents crl he C~istian dootrine hioh 

oharaoterise the artiol o lie~ and oontea iona of 

t 1th. hen aq amrcih will 1nsoribe ovc its a1,ai-• 

ita le qual.ifioation for membership the sa-.1 r•a 

oondena d stat _ent of the sub tano of th law and the 

gospel: ' hou shalt lo'Y the Lord thy God w1 th all th7 

heart , 1th all th7 soul 4 th all th7 ind, and th7 · 

neighbor aa th el~, •--that ohuroh will I jolD. with all 

117 he , and 1th all rq aoul•" 

low, Jeau WU qu.otiag Dn.tUODOIQ' aD4 

I.ev1i1oua ilea he a., thia magn1t1o nt awmaary of 

reli ioll-•" hou shalt loYe the Lor4 th7 God with all tllT 

he rt, 1th 11 tq aolll, D4 with all thT llin4 ; an4 

uai, lo•• •h7 n lghbozi. th elf•" An4 it 'hl• ia lh• 

--



■w:a1.-r7 of 1nooln'e t 1th, n4 if this is the tat of 

that religion whioh Li~ooln would adopt, then LinoolD ha1 

ol rl7 inaoribel himaal~ in spirit aDcl in faith a Jew. 

Linooln 1 ye reminds me, o:meho or 

other, of th anoient prophets ~ Iar 1. H ee a to 

ba~e the s e ooloaaal. height, the a e v stnea of spirit 

the aaae ruggedneae, the a e power that we are acouatomel 

to aoo1ate with the prophets of Israel. n4 mind 70u, 

they, too, er not perfeot men. 

ome fe yeare ago I Ukened braham 

Li.aooln. beoaue of many of the aooidenta of hia birth 

111 lif, and the u 11t1es of hie soul, to ~oa •• snd I 

tilink that it le ratil•r n apt oompariaon. oth Llnooln 

4 roaea were born poor. oth • re orn and.lo ppe4--

one beoauae of hie d1tficult7 n sp ech, n t e oth•~ 

beoauae of h1a ungainlineaa n4 11D ttractiv n ••• Both 

er• of thia t7Pe th tare aeldoa ohoaen tor leadership; 

both beoa egret emanoipatora-- ·oa a ot th hoate of 

Israel, antl L1nooln of th millions ot el&Yea. Both 

auftered terribl7. 

Ir oall the rda ot br LinoolD, 

apoken after the 4 teat of the union toroe t •4•~iok•-

burg. H a 14: "It th r 1a an7 

1111.ffera aor th I do, I pit7 hiJI. 

worcla of oaea: Qre t Gol, I oannot 

out of hell 11h 

Dd you reoall the 

ar the ab • and 

the trial• an4 the oonatraint• ot th7 people, !lom h011. 



haet called me to lea4; the burclen ie too heaTy tor me!" 

Both men were slandered and libeled and 

denounced during their lifetime. You ree 11 thoaa four 

or five years that braham Linooln spent in ashington, 

how his enemies in the Borth and in the South abused him 

• and maligned hi■ and slandered hill. You r eoa 11 how often 

Koaea was threttened with death by hie own people; the 

people wished to atone him in the wilderneae. Del 

neither of these people ever aaw the promised land. Just 

wh.en the olouda were rolling away and peaoe was deaoending 

upon the tortured land like a healing balm, bra.ham L1noo 

was shot down. And just as the emanoipated Iaraelite 

were about to step into the promised land to find a 

little reat and little e oe. t air leader, who suffered 

ao mu.oh bec,auae of 1hem, ha go up on the top of ount 

••be, and with his tired ancl weary e •• to look oYer the 

lan4 of Canaan. beoauee thither he oould not enter. 

Both were serventa of men, but not theiz 

■lavea. Both served their people 1D supreme 4evotion 

and aaor1f1oed tbem■ elvea tor their people, but neither 

of them aubmi tte4 to their wb2•• an4 to -their ••atn•••••; 

neither of thea pa114arec1. to th•• 1'he7 e erved them. but 

the7 were not their alavaa. 1'he1r spirit mastered th•, 

even •• their li1n t ort■ a r•e4 them. 

test of the real leader. 

nd that is the 

Bo\h Mo••• and Linool.ll, to my ain4, are the 



inspiring xamples tor all time of tho tri11DlJ)h of man 

ov r natll2'•• over heredit7, over environment, ov r the 

maohinationa ot men--over verything. SOlllehcw, in thai r 

aoul.a tbere aa a power gr•ater than all the aooumulated 

toroea of the orl4--a power whioh enabled the to mold 

and taahion realit7 in oonaonano• with their id ala and 

their Tiaiona. he7 ere broken upon the heel of their 

on t th, but their faith endu:re4. 

The prophet dies. but hia vision 11••• on. 

oaea died a poor and broken ol.d man on the top of oun1. 

Bebo. and Llnooln was ahot do • but the ideal of both ot 

, ••• grea, emancipator■ outl1Yed their poor lllld tired 

preoiou legao7. 

oh114ren, in 11 till•• ot stress 4 struggl and danger, 

leaders of the type of Linooln, so onderhll;y endo d. 

with faith nd oourage and oon lotion an4 love•• to be 

able to lea4 the groping m1111ona of God's ohilclren 

through the daitlcnees and the danger to the open 8iaoe■ 

of a freer nd more b utiful life! 

-o-
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