
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

Western Reserve Historical Society      American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722 (513) 487-3000
wrhs.org AmericanJewishArchives.org

MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 
Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated. 

Reel   Box        Folder  
         147   52         125 

Friends I have Won and Lost - The Gentle Art of Making Friends 
and Enemies, 1922. 



, 

LECTURE BY RABBI ABBA H. SILVER, ON --------- --- -
"FRIENDS I HA VE WOB AND LOSi'--THE GENTLE ART ---------- -----

OF MAKING FRIENDS," --------
!!_ ~ _1'1_1i:MP_LB_, SUBDAY 110Rlf IIIG, 

_FE_B_R_U_A_RY_ !!,_19_2_2, _C_LE_VE_LA_N_D, .Q • 



Charles Lamb, in his ple singe say 

called "Imperfect SJmPathiea," t e issue th those 

people who cl 1m t t thy on love everybody. L b 

questions the veraoit7 of tho e p ople who have suoh 

generous nd oiroumambient afteotion that they oan 

thout d1fficult7, thout pzejudioe , love everyone. 

a tar as he himseU 1s oonoerned, he says he is a bundle 

of prejud1oee; heh a his 11 es and his dislikes; he oan 

love all people 1nd1~ferent17, but he oannot ~eel to rde 

otthe equal.17. 

o , Lamb as keen student o~ eooi ty 

and of hwnan relations. recall th tit as 

Charles Lamb who first divide the h an rnoe into t 

olaeses--thoae ho and those ho borrow. nd he 

placed himself, of oourae, int e nobler, the ore 

profitable of the to cl.asses. on those o bor o d. 

nd it a Charles Lamb, too, you 11 reoall, o had 

the oour ge to tell exactly ho eopl ~elt about their 

poor rel tione. e said that poor rel tion as the 

moat 1rrele-Yant thing in nature; 1 t 1a a shadow 1D the 

noontide in 7our pro perity; 11 is a drain on your pu.r e; 

it is a tri'QIIIPh to your enemies and an apolog7 io your 

tri nde; it 1 the one thing not at all neoeaaa17. 

low, a man who has au.oh keen 1Jlh.1 tion an4 

auoh ezaot intuition in thoN h1111lMD relation• that are 

-1-



most often hidden, or not even acknowledged to our elvea, 

one should listen to when he speak:a, beoause the llltlihood 

ie that he ap ales authoritativel.7. 

Charles Lamb did not like the Sootoh beoa e , 

they were too preoiae tor him; ta> exaot. too unimaginatl ve, 

too realiatio; they never bad any doubts. e does not like 

a man that has no doubts. a did not like the Je a 

beoauae, he said, he c not eh e off the ancient 

prejudi_oee. He is very fr abut it. he Je B, to 

hilll, a piece of stubborn antiquit7: they d te fro efor 

the pyramida. He a ya. ho•ev r. th t he nevrr saw 

aill7 • r sion on ny 3ew, nd he never heard of an7 

idiot being born 

him on that aoore. 

0 th • t coura • e ould correct 

• did not 11 e the uakera; their regime 

of life as to auat re, too Spart nlike for him. 

not like th negro beo use he 

saume that he 11 ed himaelt. 

a blaok. d we 

e did 

in oontention I • afraid 1 

tru: we r 117 oannot love ev rybod7. e lov some more 

an4 some lese and ao e not at 1; e all have our 

pr Ju41oea; •• do not al ya speak of th ; we al 18 

ap of the prejudioea of other people that afteot u 

llJlfaYor ably. but do not a ak of our o prejudioes 

towards other people. b 1 ah • lcDao of 

throwing ring ot prejlldlo around th elves to proteot 
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th•aelYe■• ju t like oert in pl.ants and aowera enoae 

th aelvea in those rough and priokly burrs. 

I suppose that e are entitled to our 

p:re3uc11oea; we e ntitled to our pet ver iona the s • 

aa w tr• entitled to ou:r pet maladie■• I ow cert in 

men-- nd I uppoee you ao, too--who ould e absolutel7 

and utterly unha 7 11' they did not have cert in i ent 

to oompl in ot; th interests of their 11Yea culd e 

robbed of a foouaing point--as well aa ot a ready subjeot 

for oonveraation. 

Some people ne~er feel th ael~ee eo 

important as when they- oan. b7 a g stu:re or word or n 

aot, eho the inter1or1t7 of their neighbor; they feel 

that they beoome exalted thro 

other tello . 

this degradation of the 

lo, there 1 re 117 no p rtioular harm in 

h Ying thea pet ereione. until th ecome uglJ, until 

the begin to tr nalate th elves fro ere .noouou 

aenti enta into rather dietreaain and unpl aant n4 

irritating aota. It 1a 11 ea bumble bee, Whioh 1a 

plea ant littl inseot as it flit ■ from flower to flo er, 

but when it m4enl7 oeaeee to bumble nd b ina to sting. 

1t beoom a rather ugl7. 

ell, that is th nature of o rta1n pet 

Pet •• raion■• Ub p t cloga. 

ha'Y th 1r u •• in the worlt. la4giJlg tre■ the llf ao • 
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pet dogs lead, they must have marvelo118 usea. But they 

must not be permitted to interfere in the business of life; 

they beoo eerioua tbinge an the7 get in the ay of the 

busineaa of living. a far aa the buaineae of life 1■ 

oonoerned, it is ell for all of us to have normal, 

hole ome. h al tbful apiri t at good 11 to eYerJbod:,; 

spirit of ntlan ae and tenderness to all our fello 

pilgrims in the high a ot lit. nd a spirit of 

oo p esion tor the unhappy on and those who ar sorely 

tried. t that rather precious j el hioh e o l h . 

affeotion nd love, we uat, perforce, reeerv tor thoa 

ver7 neai- and er7 dear to ua--our n d ur trie de. 

h, I SU poae 

loving all men, and in the 

ell to pe of 

I sup oae we can lov 

all en, but in the oonorete, in the det 1, it is 

impossible tor man to love reall7 all en. It is only 

God himaelf o oan love all en, beo uae l men are 1 

Ohildren. an, b1' hie Y r, n ture, b7 hie f1Jlite oom-

position, ie limit in the :z:tent cd hi affeoti on to 

his ohildren, to hi kiD, to hie friends. 

fh lo'Y tor one's famil7, for one•a 

o ildren, for one's parent, is almoet inatlnotift, ~ 

oour •; it 1a autom tio; it ia root 4 .111 the subsoil 

of ph7Bioal thing■• It 1■ a spiritual reallt7--it 11 a 

b utitul. spirit l realll7, but it la, neYerthel a. 

rooted int e oil ot phjllioal. oona14eratiou. re 1■ 



4ependano7. th8re is proteotion, th re are blood ties, 

there is propinquity, there is nearness, th re is ntimao7; 

but in the case ot ~riendehip none of these ooneidarations 

ie involved. riendehip baa abaolutel7 no physical 

basis, and b oauae of tb tit i erhap ot a higher rank 

and of eubtl rand nobler uality than any oth r kind 

of human affection. 

e som times e reae this thought hen e 

say we can ohooee our friends. Relations re wished on 

ue. I suppose man7 of us feel to rd• man7 of our 

relations•• my b'iend d14 o spoke about a person 

distantly related to him but not tar enough remoY d. 

I have always thought that it 

tor a young person to be bo n i 

rel tiona, ithout .having r 

t be ver7 dieooncerting 

d world o~ 

ously been ooneulted, nd 

then a ed, unoritio 117 nd 1Dd1sor1m1nate17, to l vish 

hi feotion on 11 hie infinite relation of unol a 

and aunte, ooueina and eoond ooueina, ad infinitum. ------

1 not 

But fri nde we oan choose. 

very exaoi stat ent, either. 

erh pa th t 

e don t choose 

friend.a, reall7. I think 1 t aa ereon ho eaicl; 7 

tr1ende o to ■e unsought: th goo4 od ve the to 

• do not t .. • a man ancl ori tioall7 appral•• him, analys 

him, lnapeot hie oreclential■ , sat1d7 ouraelTea on all 

point•. and then make ti-iencl of hill. :lb t 1a ho •• 

ma e buaine a aaaooiat ■ but not frieD4. 

. " 



he prooees ~ making fr1en4e 1a r ther 

intuitive than intelleotual; 1t 1• pa70hio rather than 

logioal; it is al.mo t unoonaoloua; our oula jllSt reaoh 

out, and through the antennae of our feeling■ aearoh 

for oertain qualities of mind and soul, ~or o rt in 

spiritual essenoea in another human being. and hen e 

~ind them we gravitate to rds th t person even as he 

gr vitatea toward.a ua--and we have a friend. 

'e do not kDo h;y e make friends. ere 

are other people o are br1 hter and more aduoated nd 

hand o rand better plaoed in lit, and 19t of all those 

that pass to nd fro b fore ua during our d 79 upon e rth, 

one an we ohooae as our bo 

alo in the fine adventure o 

oall tr1en4ah1p. 

b-ien4. and him•• take 

!ritual kinship which we 

I suppose some da7 those terrible peopl 

who r o lled the p97ohoanal711i■ta, who are oollfus1ng the 

lllinda of eo a117 innoo nt peopl toa J-•th• p )'Oho-

anal.781 s ta who are the grand 1nqu1aitor■ ot the twentieth 

oent1117,--that some day these people will dieoover aome 

x baaia for friendship; the7 will b in to atu47 

f?iien4ahip as a aort of another emotion oomplex, and. 

the7 will etartle u b7 ho ing a ratil.er oo 011pl oe, 

perhaps aor414, baeie for fri n4sh1p. 

But tever their 4ieoo" riea 7 b , • 

need not be r all7 diaoonoerte4; 11hat the foundation 1■ 
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ia not al 18 an indio tioD of l t the structure may 

become. It is undoubtedly true that e h ve th us, 

in our oula, eurYiYaJ.a of things primitiv Del things 

arohaio. e past ia aye pr sent 1th u.ei w 

oarry our paat and the past o~ our rsoe with us. But it 

is also i:ru th t through the endless o,oles o~ human 

nolution man has 8'9'0l'9'8d through struggle and through 

pain m through effort and through adventure oertain 

higher spiritual values and oonsiderationa ! 

It is a long or7, it is a long road between 

a D111'aer7 rhple and. or4a orth'a ode on Immortality. • 

nur■ez,r Z'hpe oame ti rat, of oour ee. ill t ia primitive ; 

that 1 arohaio; but the o« 1■ one the lees a true 

oharaoteriatio of th h11m r • ea en tial eo use 1 t is 

late. 4 ao in spite of the faot that wa7 aok in the 

prilllitive d ya of the reoe friendship 7 have been o e4 

on purel7 physic l an materi l considerations of mutu 

elf-prot otion, it 1a neverthele s true that this 

marveloua phenoaenon of t o h n being , 1U1&ooountabl7 

and tor no ulterior otiYe, eiting tog ther in an 

zqulai ie harmon7, ble1141ng their deatinioa an finding 

ill one another's eooiet7 aupree goocl and aupr 

haJ)pinea■ ,--I ••7 that this phenomenon 1 with ua toda7, 

11 alwaya be th • 1a, w JD7 m1n4, ene of the 

npr • 1n41o tiona th.al, tier all, there la JlllOh o 

good.Deaa and muoh of aweetn 88 Ull abro 4 1D rll 

_.,,_ 
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In our business lit tc-day, 1n our city 

have not muoh time for th obligations the 

dut1• of f!riendship, and o e reake e friends. I 

think 1 t is Baoon who quotes the 

oivilaa, agn olitudo -- a 

tin saying: 

et city ' is) a et 

olitude. . nd 1an't it etr nge ho fe of u re lly 

realize that in spit of our 

spite of the rounds of ple&R~X s 

7 oonoern in lif. in 

d ent ert nn.ente hioh f 

have, any- of u ar really lonely nomad.a in the d ert 

lands of the orld ! 

e hav great n ber of aoqu intano a, 

but fri nd e hav te or o 
' 

d he ho has no friend 

111118t e deaperat 17 lon l • r7 one of u has lar 

number of aoqua1ntanoe --bue1 e s and eooial. e busineaa 

oquaintanoe, of oours , is veryumoououa; "'11h clegr e of 

our familiarlty 1■ xtr el~ limited; in dull omente • 

y aomet1 a pl 7 a game of oarda 1th hla; 1n moments 

of e%hileration might Oh ■ th him--and 

f el oureelv a oheat d 1D thee oh=~0-. 

Of eoolal ao uaint noes e nave mor , and 

the:, ar more intru i ve; 1n ite them to our ho•e; the7 

eit at ov boar4; thq 1Jlvit w, to th ir hom a; w sit at 

their boar cl; 

enit1••• 

exchange mutu 1 oourt iea, t eoci 1 

a pl y th 

oonYentional g •--• neo ssr7 ~-- in culture aooi ty, 

-a-



4~\\ T. ',Q 
~ -1-
0 Shorthand ~ 
-:> Report r 

~<VE\. 

but the d ptha of our o la, th real, real depths of our 

souls we oannot, •• dare not. reveal unto them. hey o 

n var know the aanotuary of our lives, ev n as e cannot 

know th sanotu r7 of their lives. 

ur real, true selves, th re 1 im 7 d 

stamp of our hopes and lo inga nd perpl xitiea and. 

&Dx1 ti•• we oan mak known onl to te. erhapa to 

one--to a friend; for he under tanda; for in h see 

a refleotion of part of ouraelv a. e friencl-h haa 

the s7JDPathetio understanding, the real gra p ~ thi a; 

he o hear the tone and t over-tone; he ean understand 

hat e y and bat e leave unaai4--the implioation. 

tr1en4, d a an of bom 

8 0 n b lutel7 1Doer. he 41ft r no e een 

aoquaintanoa 

oirolea touohi 

nd trienda is t e d iffereno bet een t 

one another tone point at the oiroum-

tr nae, and one oirole including another in its oiroum-

fereno • n it 1 good, my friends, it ia ver7 ood to 

ve on orate with ho e oan e baolutel7 open 

frank and unre erve4; befor ho 

1Dne oat ■ oreta of our soul. 

o 1 7 re the 

I have ya thought that the ore 

01Y1111e4 beoo .. , th ore peopl •gt to know. the 

. mor rel ti one • e■tabl11ih 1D 001 ~, the higher ov 

4 

p a1t10J1 and reaponalb111t1••• the ore r erY 4 eoome-

b7 for••• b7 neo ■1~. A ting will• o1114e bina•l1, 1 
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drea■ h1maalf 1D royal raiments and dignit7. ao aa to 

protect h1ma4lf from people. so a to keep himself from 

thair oloae. prJ'ing aorut1D7. 

But even kingB need ate oontid.anta. a 

te intimates. efore hom they oan just strip themselves 

~ all the tinseled d1apla1 of authorit7 and. la7 bare 

their real aelvaa. their real oares, their real oonoerns--

that whioh ia re 117 themaelvee. 7. to ap end an hour 

w1 th a friend is sometimes like ha ing a burden t ken off 

7our should rs • e ma7 not aq a ord;h 7 just alt 

ther or walk b:, 7 ur ide d e 7 nothing. and hen 10• 

a:re through you t l relieved. 

buzidan; so eon haa under tool. 

I have sometl 

th t ome paopl frien 

l &J'S a aid that people do not 

ea fl'iend just aa you oannot 

en • : h7 ia it 

othei-a clO notT I hav 

friends. You oannot 

e an70ne love you. 

You o male him •►1re u; you oan make him re eot 10•. 

but J'OU O&DIIOt h1m love yGllo eopl 111 Mmir UII 

for what achieve, for what clo ' but the7 lo • ue tor 

what e are. t do 1■ oon4uot: 1lha, • are 18 

oharaoter. It 1■ not half illportant to lcDow hat • 
clo ae w know hat ar • 

I mow maJ17 peopl Who in oonduot are 

•b•olutel7 oorreot aDc1 perteot, an4 hO ill iaportanoe are 

great b oauae ot their aohi T ent• and. beo uae of the 
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~1nge th 7 do and th po itiona the7 oooup7 1D aooi t7. 

and 19t for some rea on or other the7 almpl7 haven't thl 

knaok of mak1ng friends, of nn1n« kinship, at 1.Dit7 

friendship. 7 1 beo use it takes the whol 

fabrio nd texture o:r your life, it takes the hol soul­

tuff of hioh 7ou are oompounde4 to ttr ot a rien4. 

en u have a disposition for friendship, 

e you have the d1 o ition for the enterprising 

friendship, hen u have the qualities o:r tranlcneaa and 

mutu 1t7 and entleneaa, en 70u ar not ouraed 1th a 

paraaitio paaaion--the passion to exploit ot r one, to 

uae hiJl-and any ha e that passion unoonaoioualy- hen 

,ou re not obaea e4 with a utilitarian point of view 

tilat eve17th1ng 10u do and hing JOU V muat 

b nefi t you, ht. then, at ao e tia or other, some here, 

ao soUl 111 4r1ft 1n to ar4a you an4 111 e attraote4 

a■ one to• la attraote4 to another. am you 11 have 

~1en4. 

014 dage, then, is onderful.17 true: 

friend is to b o • '.ler7 little the onl.7 a7 to h v 

Oall be added to that. It 1a 1Jlb1 4; 1 is 1D 70111' 

oonatl tutlon; 1 t la in 10ur a oul-m it 18 ill JOllr 

oharaoter, where the r al qu 11tio tlona tor tr1en4sh1p 

, be found., nd where th r al attr otion ~or tri n -. 

ahip will 1lltl tel7 rea14. 

Ot oour •• 1, maoh mor dltfioult •• 
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ho14 a fr1 n4 than to h ve on and ke one. ow tew 

people realise the re 1 eignifioanoe ot frienclship 4 

th real obli tions of friendship; and how 7 are there 

who have heart ohea Dd pain a a reBU.lt of their mia-

the du iea and the under•• 41ng of the rights 

prerogatives ot friendship ! Its s to e that one ot 

the moat d.iaaatroua thillgs that oan happen to friends ia 

When one lookB upon a friend as a person o uat ~ &JII 

justify hill; a peraon who J111111t lw ya agree 111 th hill; ~ 

per n ho must al &JB 1Uld rwrite hia pretensions nd hia 

oontention1 and hie vie a and hie ima. man of that 

temperament really does not ta r1an4; he ants a 

ayoophant or henobm&n; 1e dO e not love hie friend, e 

lovea hi elf in retleotion • 

. a uat rel1giou 17 res eot--8.#4 that, to 

Jl7 m1n4, is on of t prime requieit • of friend hip, d 

of all t •• of love nd tf otion,-- a uat r 11 iou l 

T n rte the ind1Tidualit7 and the ind pendenoe of o 

friend. for it le thee thi •-th ir iDdi -.1 u 1 t 

their independeuoe, their a lv a, hioh 

T lue, hioh k• th• preoioua to ua. 

e the of 

cl 

kindD• a upon 

I have oftentimea h trieD4■ o aped 

, who ere ond rtu.117 good to me, and. 

, when out of ooan.otion I f lt oalled upon to oh lenp 

theiZ' -Yi wpointa, to balk th 1n oertain thing Ter7 v1t 

to them, lh 7 • re ottan4el, the f lt outragel. I 
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auppoae the7 thought and spoke of human ingratitude. But 

one must shun s ~oh friendship as one ould ehun a blight. 

They undermine oharaoter; they destro7 personalit7; they 

destroy anything that ia intrineioally good and beautiful 

nd rth\llhile in your soul. 

In real friendship there ie not ought of 

indebtedness or oompens tion or oaloula ted give and take; 

nothing but lov -- love that is so etimee oruel bee ae 

of its honesty. but al 7e hol some in its etf ot. 

1'h t 1 one y of lo ing hiends. md 

there ie another y of losiD friends. and tha t is b7 

permitting them to outstrip you. to outdiet oe you 

apirituall7. 7 friend de elo •; he ins ne 

interests in li~e; hie apti i ores•. hia horizons 

iden; he has any eat int r ts and oono rns in life. 

I stand still; he for es head. tore long he ov e in 

a rld utterly r oved from 7 o , out of my knowlea&e, 

out of 7 touoh, out ot my ken. He has left me and I 

have lot him. 

On o'f th supr e obli ttone of trien4-

ah1p is eelf-developm nt, so that w oan keep abreast 

1th the onward atride of or friend■; so th t e oan keep 

oe with tb , or inspire in them a love for 4 v lopment. 

I think th tone of the moat important things that a re 

friend uet do is to k:e hie mln4 otive and alert and 

aearohing and 1nqu11t1~•1 to traTerae the hol world 



and ~ner 11 the 1sdom nd all thee erienoe th the 

oan, o that hen the to oft em oome to xohange oouneel, 

to exchange in.for tion, he 111 not 1-~Flli>I be th 

reoipient, the gger, ho 1 

eel morn ver 1 ea. 

riendship 1 

t kes but 

tr endou obli tion. 

0 e fri nds is ditfioult; to hold the is still or 

difficult; but the r rd of friendship is lite oo leted. V 

0 e enemies is the ea ieet thi in the orld; and I 

need not tell bout. nor need :,ou et dditional inform.a-

tion in the entle art ~ mu: e e do th t 

-------
ost unoonaoiously. t th re are oert in en m1ea th t 

it takes 

making, 

supreme ooura 

I like to ha 

0 rth hile 

pl have a f holesom, 

he lthful, vi orou, hone t to oodn aa hate 1n their 

t • I do not mean b7 te blind pasaion, vind1ot1ve 

determination never to d oru 1, but I e 

yiel until th t 

b t 

ie 1 d out. •o e n en 

of 1njust1o, ot in renohed rong d privile e, to ake 

n en 7 of the BJlob, of him o abuaea, ot him ho 

mallgna, to • en 1 of an ne 7 ot ooiet7. ia, to 

147 mind, to n tor oneself a oro not glor7, ioh 

sometime a an oro of thorns, but the more the thorna 

the gre tr th lor7. 

e lo•• that 1 

-~-----------------------------·---~----



h not tha drivin impulse of a 111 to do right and to 

destroy ro.ng--that love is worthless 1n h11man sooiet7 • 

. e must tr. in our you·th a e must tr.in oureelvea--

unoompromieingly to hate _ong 'nd to ork ~or its 

deatr.iotion. One Who ee friends for th sake of hi 

po ition, fox the s k of ffluence, for th s e of 

com.tort, 1th po er:tul enemie of. eociet7, loses every 

title tom hood, every qu&lity tor al oh r cter. 

I 111 close 1th the en tenon d th llhioh 

oon closes his tine eee yon friendahip "He }"lhO has 

no friend a juat s ell ui t t st e. ' re is 
in life, 

ver little orth ileA my fri nde, if you. v not 

di ocvared, 

double 70ur jo nd haJr, 

you, o 111 inspirit 

~ toil and trug l, 

nd by- :,our id and 

orro a by h rin them 

u n mom n a of d 88iOD, 

com.tort u in momente of sorro . n incroa 

in oments f ~ppiness. 

:,ouit jo 

Som one before bom you can b our lf--

open,tr k, inoe~•; aomeon ho~ b ou.r tell ow 

tra~eler, your• llo pi 

to God. 

1m, upon the road that lead8 

-o--




