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IECTURE BY · RABBI ABBA H. SILVER, - -
"WHAT HAS IECOME OF THE MELTIBG POT?" - -- -

AT mE TWPLE, SUNDAY MORRING, --
0 C ro BER 2 2, 19 22 , CLE VELAll D, 0 • - -



• 

Some fe days ago I reread Israel "angwill' e 

"The el ting· Pot," and I am frank to aokno ledge that this 

masterpieoe, hiah, men it first appeared in the days before 

the war, seemed so real and true, now, on rereading it, seemed 

to be almost grotesque. ADI I am rather oontidant that the 

author hilll!I elf, ware he to reread his -.:>rk, ould experienoe 

a similar reaotion. 

A te days ago I reaA m artiole b7 Israel 

Zangwill in bi.oh he says: "Amerioa, instead of holding fast 

to the faith and spiritual vision of her founders, is hardan

ing into a nati<11alism all the narrower tar her physioal 

breadth, and is falling back to the solution of her p:roblema 

upon the barbarous old method hose futility has already 

been proved to ope. 11 

en the immigration 1 as passed by an 

overwhelming vote in Congress, I suapeoted then that there 

as something ong th the theory of the melting pot." 

It was not the prinoip_le ot restr1ot1 en ot immigration 1 tself 

that worried me. I oan readily understand that 111P11P'ation 

may at times be restr1ote4 as an eoonomio expedient; but a 

nn prinoiple was introduced into this law, and immigrants to 

this land are to be admitted not on the basis of f1 tness or 

1Dtelllgenoe of oharaoter, but on the basis ot an art1fio1&117 

oonatruoted three per oent of the naticmala in this count17 

&1r•d7 resident in this land in 1910. 



Tba t was cl early a racial test which. 1th 

the exoepti on of the Asiatics, as never applied in this land. 

Tl-. t was ominous for those who read the signs of the times. 

Do you recall what these champions of restriction said two 

19are ago or three years ago? "Why, America 1s overoro ded 

and Europe is threatenSng to tlood this land with hordes of 

impoverished immigrants from the war .ridden centers of 

Europe. • and if we are no_t oarefu.l and shit our ga tea in time· 

the whole American nation will be submerged under this tidal 

inundation of the ri:tf-l'aff and the soum of ~urope." And 

everybody became frightened. 

I never knew how sparsely settled this land of 

ours 1s and how p er.tectly tl:ttlle and meaningless this state-

ment of overorowding 1s, until I the good fortune a month 

ago to cross this continent twioe on a lecture tour; and for 

the first time in my life I was privileged to see the 

marvelous expanse. the vastness. the emptiness of this great 

oontinent. e spent a day and a night--twenty-four hours--

travel.lug in a straight 11.be thro'Dgh one eta te; and tor miles 

and miles om eoaroely aeea a human habitation. One begins 

to realize then the immensi tJ' of this land and how readily 

and w1 th wbl t oomf o rt it oan SU.pp ort a population five to t m 

times its present numbers. 

Th.at is not all. i'he almost ludiorous thing 

about thia immigration restriction is this: that dUl'ing the . 

past two 19ara aotuaJ.ly more skilled am unskilled laborera 



have left our shores than have oome here. Dnring the past 

year soma 150,000 immigrants oame here and soma 143,000 l~t. 

and of the 150,000 who oame the na jori ty ere women and 

ohildren, and of those ho left the majori t7 m-e laborers-

real labor are, the men who dig the di tehea and ork in the 

mines, Who build the railroads and the high a~. and different 

hard work--the w:>rk to hioh the Amerioan is no longer 

accustomed. So that actually last year there as a short e 

~ thirty thousand laborers--a net lose; and during the past 

three months I read that numbers 11hat oame fell far below t he 

quota that •a permitted to ooma. ni I suppose before VfirY 

longWIIJ.l Street 111 give tm ink to these reetriotionists 

and tell than to "lay low" b o me all Street will soon need 

men to work in the steel mills d in the mines, and you 11 

soon hearr again the old slogan: eloome to the imnigrant ! 

the choioe of the rld are ooming to us bringing their brain 

and their brawn . " and all that sort of thing. 

I as a little worried about the melting pot 

theory men the· immigration law oame into effect, but I s 

startled--we all ere--men this same percentage basis, this 

racial test, wae in-Yoked in tar different places. lli en our 

universities began to foetar the spirit of old n gland 

instead of the spirit of new merioa, hen they began to apply 

as teats for admission, not sohol.arship or obaraotazi, but 

raoe and anteoedent am a>oial qualifioationa, I kn ti.Lt 

the melting pot theory had gone all awr7. 



It is not rth Ule time to go into the hye 

and the herefora of this ei tuatian, and the pros and oons 

of it. Granted from the very outset tba t 1 t ould be muoh 

more preferable and desirable that Je instead of con

gregating in a few large univerei ties 1M>uld disseminate nd 

scatter all over the land; granted that it ould be desir ble 

that tmse Jews who do apply for admission have an ancestry 

of three gene rat ions of aristocracy and fine lineage, in tead 

of coming from the pale and the ghetto and poverty; granted 

that it ould be desirable that leas Jes ould follo 

academic careers and aro d the profes ions,--granted all 

that, the startling faot still remains that American 

universities, the citadels and he strongholds of light am 

leaming, and the fortress of r! an demoor,07, ich 

heretofore kn of neither ola a or creed., nor raoe, nor 

color, are ~od&7 publicly and avo edly and oon:tesaedly 

applying racial stand& rd.a. 

something las gone ong 1th our melting pot 

theory, and anyone who looks about aid sees organized hate-

groups and organizations hiding behind masks and hoods and 

secrecy, organized for hate--aworn to undying hate of catholic 

and Je and legro and What not; en racial and religious 

antipathies are expressing themelves in highly organized 

groups 1D this land, than one is forced to okno ledge that 

our melting pot theory, tor one reason or another, temporar

ily, at least, baa collapsed. 



• 

rightly so. 

You and I are d1e1llus1oned--are e not? And 

e thought that Amerioa would be different; e 

thought that beoaUBe ot our isolation, our b'eedom from 

foreign antanglements. the freshness am the ne eas of our 

oontlnmt. and of our oonviotion that would be sort of a 

chosen people, that the almost i~aUible am inevitable la a 

of the history of human relationships, of racial contacts 

and religious oonfllots ould not apply unto us. 

But in our oaae history would not repeat it-

ael~. e are now compelled to aokno ledge that erioa 1s 

no different, that history does repeat itself, and that tlese 

l we hold good this side of the Atlantia as they do the other 

aide of the Atlantia; oertailily. a far as the Je s of Amerio& 

are oonoerned the la of oyole :ta. ood here as it holds 

good in every land ln the ., rld. 

The Je is sub jeot to a unique law. 

it a la of 07018; his destiny moves in a al.role. 

e call 

Here is 

a land prosperous, eoonomio&ll7 1.Ddepmdent, am it has few 

J a, and. those J•s enjo7 great prosperity as a result of 

it; and there is no disor1m1mtion and there is no anti-

Semitian. Then the Jns from the less fortunate lmds of 

the world, when they are denied and oppressed, begin to flook 

to this land, and their numbers increase am multiply until . 

they beoome a problem; thm anti-Semitism begim, and then 

there 18 d1aor1m1nation and oftentimes perae1111t1an. And then 

the oyole begina all ova- agtn. 



• 

What are we going to do about it? I. for one, 

an reconoiled to the fact of the na1most eternal hatred of 

the eternal people." I do not mean to say that prejudice 

will always exist in the form in whioh it now existe--1 t may 

assume less obnoxious manitestati one-but I am r eoonoiled to 

this faot: that as long as the Jew lives so long will anti

Jewish feeling live; as long as the Jew remains a challenging. 

virile minority, having its own convictions arid its own fa.1. tb. 

and its own outlook, so long will there be opposition and 

oonfliot. 

What of 1 t? Are we then to bemoan our faith? 

Are we then to permit ourselves to beoome demoralized? Are 

we then to grow apologetic? then to commit national 

euioide? Bo! What are If we are to be dis-

or 1mina t ed against. it we Jews a re to be s iJlgled out tor 

attao.k, let it be on the basis of that which is intrinsically 

am essaot1all7 and oha:raoter1etioal}1 Jewish in uat nd not 

on the basis of that hioh untoward forttme and circumstance 

and the affliotiona and the misari• of fifteen centuries ot 

exile ingratted into our aha~oters and our person litiee 

and our modes and our manners •Di our methods. 

e are being blamed today for the things in us 

whf.oh un-Chrietian Christendom forced upon us. Everywhere 

you hear the or7 of the Jn--of his rapaoit7. of his monq 

of his greed.I ell, 1fho took a people, a pastora.1, 

agr ioulturl\l people, whose very religion 1a built aroUDd the 



. -
field am the tal"lll,--who took that people and made of them 

nart11911 and oapi talists; whose very eeouri ty and life depended 

upon the anount of .money ioh they- could pay- out in bribery 

or in taxes? Un-Christian Christendom! 

e are accused, sane of us, o~ our ungainli-

nese, of our crudeness, of our 

manners, of OUl' lack of refinement. 

ressivenese, of our pushing 

el 1, ho ave those 

Jews that pe:raeatf.on oomplex whioh expresses itself in all 

these unaavor 7 oharaote:rieti oe? y, the hetto and the 

Jello badge and tl~teen centuries of mookery and derision! 

And now the Jew is held responsible for the sine of 1111-

Christian urope. 

If e are to be 41 oriminated agatnet let it 

not be on these grounds; for give Je two ar three 

generations of prosperity 111 -.se and he ill regain his 

grand manner, llhioh oomes with prosperity and ease. t eee 

Brahms of the Alm1ght7, these refined Anglo-Saxons, did not 

oome by it from the very beginning of time. hose ho oame 

as immigrant e to these shores fifty years, a hundred -ye rs 

and two hundred 19a:re ago ere not the suave, poliah.ed, 

manioured gentlemen in evening dress; they are rough and 

orude and hard and poverty- stricken. Of these very English-
• 

man a great nglishman {DeFoe) said, "Thay ,uae the moat 

ohurliah people of an7 people aJ.ive"--the anoestOl'B ot these 

ohos n ones of the Alm1ght7, 

It e are to be dieoriminated ainst let it 

_,_ 



. • 
be on the lasis of that whioh is essentially and intrinsioall~ 

Jewioh--and some are unhappy unless they do hate--let them 

hate us for our ideals and for our oonviotions am for our 

enthusiasm.a and for ou:r faith; let them dislike us for our 

passian for justice, far freedom, for individual and personal 

liberties. If we must be disliked, let them dislike us not 

far our attempt to imitate Ulem or to ·flatter them, but for 

our dem.r e to lead them in 1he aya of truth and of God. 

Let thsn be afraid not of our money madness 

but of our God madness; let them be ~raid of the ccynamios 

of an •WIID• d Jewish ep iri t, of th• t -edged sword of 

prophecy in the hands of our people. If they must dread us 

let them dread a glowing pass1o at. a priest people l 

at are e to are to stand today, 

man and mmen. exactly here our race, here the soers and 

the leaders of our race stood three thousand years ago; we 

are to fight unoompromisingly for juati oe and righteousness 

and truth and anlightennent and freedom everywhere! I say 

ev er7wm re! And I t to stress this point this morning. 

n, not for a .moment think that it is you:r oonoern to defend 

your freedom and ymir ooneti tutional rights and to be oarelesa 

and indifferent to the rights am oonatl tutional privilege■ 

of other peoplea. I have known Jews who were loud 1D protest 

when their rights ere invaded, but whan the rights of oth9r 

groupa and other peoples and other indi viduala ere trampleA 

upon th y ware either indifferent or o,nioal.17 ho•tile to 

-a-
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them. 

Let me tell you a 1-, of histor7. You oamot 

trample it in one instance and e:x;peot it to be held in 

sanoti t;y am in bigh regard 1n another instance; you cannot 

condone lawlessness in one instance and e :x:p eot it to be 

proteoted and de~ended in another instance. 11fuerever law is 

disregarded, wmrever the rights of men are invaded, mether 

they be of Catholic or Jlegro or radioal or socialist; wher

ever the conati tutionaJ. rights of free speech. the right of 

assanbly, the right of men to 11 ve their own 11 vee, aro 

threatened or invaded, that is here we Je s ought to be 

found as defenders and champions; not for the cause hioh 

these people expound, not for the ideas hich they repr eaent-

we may be hostile to them--but f r t he ga:ieral sacredness 

of freedom. 

There ie but one step between l1[lching and a 

pogrom, am that step is easily made; and it is as muoh a part 

of our effort to the oauae ot Amerioa to see that the rights 

ot this group and that g oup, of this individual or that 

indi v1dua.l., ca safeguarded am held saored as it is to 

defend our own rights. be prophets of Israel never limited 

themselves to the Jew: they had something to sa7 about tl» 

Eg1Ptian and the Assyrian and the Babylonian and tho whole 

world; and we. their heirs in spirit. their desoendenta, m11St 

Champion the oaus of all men am. of all peoples. ibat is . 

one thing we are to do; not to waste our energy 1n m.ewering 



stupid aocueati ans and in filling our ne apapere weekly th 

oounterchargee in defense. but in doing the oonstruotive. the 

upbuilding ~rk for hioh we J a oame into the mrld. 

Dl there is one other thing that e Jes ought 

to clo-and of that I spoke once before; it is very near to me-

Jewish education. In the face of the ragings of these 

h•thena everywhere, there 1s one thi~ to do. and that is to 

imbue our children with the prophetic spirit and the prophetio 

' mission of their raoe. Permeate their lives--U only as a 

means of detenee--w.l th the El)iri t of our Bible, 1th the 

pas 1 on of the prophet. with the soul of the psalmist. 1th 

the dream of the poet, th the faith of the nertyr; tell 

your abildren that orldly suooee and weal.th and position 

are not yet the steinp of the J • t to be a Jew means to 

serve quietly and patiently and h bly in all the dark oornare 

ot lite, to go 011t into the high aye md byways of the rld 

and seek our purpose. but he who in shop or factory or 

emporimn, at the bar, in the pulpit or the laboratory, serves 

first God and then himself, he who 1D hie on sphere reaches 

out hie compassionate hands to embrace his fello en in love 

and helpfulness--he is the Jew. ell that to your children. / 

Remove the dust from off yaur Bibles in your 

homes and go baok to the founder of our peoplM! strength am 

endurance, to the tounta,1Jlhea4 ot truth the rld over. That 

1a the first thilig e ought to do. e ought to do this. too: 

let ue not 41 saipa te our strength b7 mutual reor1m1Da ti ons, 

-JO-



let us not fight 11nong ourselves. Orthodox, reform, Russian 

Jen, Germm Jewa--these are perfectly meaningless phrases 

when e faoe this vast 1R>rld problem. llei ther orthodox nor 

reform are the last word in Judai m. And I an quite stre that 

oses would have as much difficulty to recognize reform Juda

ism as he would our orthodox JUdaia. 

Our task is not to pick na s in one another; 

e are all imperfect, we are all struggling am striving to 

express our convictions and our ye. Our task is to be true 

to the oonviotions hioh are oure--of an orthodox Jew to live 

hie orthodox faith honestly, am of a reform Je to live his 

reform faith honestly; and combin dly and conjointly our task 

is to make the truths of our faith regnant and dominant in 

the lives of our people and in th lives of o1her people. 

And as for Amerioa, let us take heart. The 

Amerioa of 1922 1a not 19t the Amerioa of tomorrow; the 

Amerioa of the ltlan am ot a three per oent immigration law 

and of the hundred and one kinda of restrictions am prohibi

ticma is not yet the America of the fD.ture. Life 1B long 

and history follo its own law. e are the bounden servants 

and 110rsh1pp(ll'a of the America as it ie todq, with all its 

failures and its frailtiea and its shortoom1nga; but the 

A.merioa as it as previsioned and projeoted unto the hopes and 

the dreama of the orl4, the Amerioa ot tomorzow, tbtlt America 

we are still making,. still forging, you an4 I, th our 

patiem lite eervioe and dnotion. 
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It as very eimple a hundred years ago tozi 

these ideals to be realized. This as a comparatively small 

oommonweaJ. th, a homogeneous oommon eaJ. th; but today e are a 

people of many peoples; our lite has grown involved and 

oomplex, and the war and the passions of •r have snarled 

and entangled us; we have eo many more difficult problE&s to 

meet toda7. Am eri oa has not sp :rang ftlll grown from the brow 

of the goddess of history; 1 t must still go through the 

cleansing and the purging processes of the ages. Centuries 

11111 mould and retine the Amerioa, and it is that Amerioa 

11h1oh we mtlBt keep 1n miDd ~ Then e shaJ. l not lose tai th 

nor hope. 

e must begin to Americanize the American. e 

as Jews must have constantly b r ourselves and before other 

men, our fello citizens, unstai and undefiled and un-
the 

clouded, the vision of.real Amerio& which must emerge out of 

this el.tar of oonfusion and strife and struggle. e are 

not ready to aoknowledge that our experiment has tailed. 

"Blee aed 1a the man who its and orka. '' 

And during these troublous times that is your program am 

mine, men and 1110men--to wait and rk, to live fu.11, purpose

ful, vigorous 11 vea, true to the ta1 th ot our people , and 

true to the vision ot .Amer1oar 

-o-




