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LEC 1 E BY RABBI ABBA H. SILVER. 

SUBJECT: SHALL AMERICA HELP EU OPE, AND HOW? --
AT THE TllIPLE , SUNDAY MORNillG, -----
DEC ◄ iBER 24, 1922 , CLEVELAND,Q. 



• 

Should America help u.rope? It is quite clear to 

me that if America will help Europe it will be not as 

matter prompted by an obligation. except aa an obligation 

that any individual or any group of ind.1 vi duals has to rde 

some one or some people in distress. e are not duty bound 

to help Europe. Recently r. Balfour. of ngland, rather 

disingenuously implied in a letter he published that the 

United States is morally bound to assume the responsibili

ties for all of the European meas, that the initiative in 

remedying the oondi ti one abroad should, by right, be ta en 

by the United states; and that marvelous old man, perhaps 

the most dramatio figure in the rld today--Clemenoeau-- ho 

visited c~ shores reoentl;y, diplomatic lly enough, 

that America ought to return to urope. that we, in a sense, 

betra ed urope by leaving it in the lurch. 

I am rather inclined to resent these implio tions 

made by diplomata, and the acousations made by the foreign 

press. e have no r eaponsi bili ty to Europe other than the 

responsibility that one man has to another one who is in 

ne~d. 1'he European war was not of our making. 7hoever 

the immediate oause of the war may have been, it is quite 

clear that it is an aohievement of European diplomacy. It 

was the result ot lJ&&ra and deoades of intriguing, of 

1mper1al1st1o rivalries, of struggles tor spheres of 

influenoe in the Balkans, in the Near East, in sesopotamia. 

It was European in its oonoeption and 1n its execution. 
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America came into the ar when our rights ere 

invaded, and when Prussianiem, by its ru.thleaa disre, rd for 

the rights of other peoples, proved to us that it as a 

menace to civilization, hich e were equally bound to help 

crush; and we did. e sent three millions of OUl" men 

abroad and we brought back sixty thousand of our sons slain 

and a quarter of a million of our sons wounded; e spent 

profusely billions of ou.r wealth; we gave unstintingly of 

ourselves. When the war as over and the victors ere 

dividing the spoils, grabbing everything in sight--and 

everything out of sight--when England took the German navy 

and the German merchant marine as a gift, and England and 

France and Japan divided up the hole of the German colonial 

possessiona--vast stretches f territory, the United States 

neither claimed nor reoei ved a rthing of money or an inch 

of territory. 

The United States graciously relinquished any 

claim upon the defeated enemy. All that the United st tea 

asked for as a lasting peace, which, of course, it did not 

get. Before the war, during the ar and after the ar, the 

United st tee spent hundreds of millions of dollars on 

foreign relief--Belgian relief, French relief, Italian 

relief; there as not a cry of distress that we did not 

hearken t,o • 

So that I believe it is rather unfair, to say the 

least, to accuse us o~ selfiahnesa and laok ot bumanitariam 

when we insist upon collecting debts contracted 1D good 
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faith and given by American taxpa~rs, who assuned that these 

debts ere being contracted for in good faith. And surely 

urope of all places, and the u.ropean lands of all lands, 

should be the last on earth to preach today about generosity 

and hwnanitariem and selfishness, for they do not kno even 

the surface meanings of these words. 

It is quite clear, to my mind, th•t ,urope ie not 

yet ready for merican help; and if you need proof of this 

fact the affairs in the Near East during the past fe months 

provide ample evidence. .1th France on the ver e of 

bankruptcy, and Engl.and in sore economic distress, th vast 

unemplol'IJlent am great suffering, w1 th both nations heav il 

in debt, just recovering fro the mo t terrible, most 

destru.otive in history, rtheleee proceed g ily 

to embark upon another bellicose dventure in the hinterland 

of Europe--in the Bear Eaat--a sort of a side show. 

ranoe and England engage in a ar, but they use 

other peoples as their tools, as their pawns. France uses 

rtirkey and nglana uses Greeoe; and these to nations ere 

goaded on and urged on and supplied 1th arms and ammunition 

and diplomatio assistance in their struggle by these two 

nations--just three and a half years after the signing of the 

armietioe. 

e are no told that in August of this ar 1ng 

Constantine am tha Greeks were_ ready to retire from Anatolia, 

here the7 never belonged in the fir st plaoe; and Llo)'d 

George, this great hmnanitarian, advised the Greeb not to 
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retire, but to stay on am defend Smyrna--because the nglish 

were interested in keeping the Turks out of Smyrna; and the 

Greeks stayed on until they ere driven into the sea by the 

conquering hordes of the ~ks, and thousands nd tens of 

thousands of human 11 ves ere saorifi oed in this oa'V&lier 

and irresponsible fashion. 

I say that urope is not yet ready for merican 

help. There is enough ohioanery and trickery and scheming 

going on today in the Lausanne conference to brew a half a 

dozen are. The u.ropean nations have not yet that 

ohastened mood which will enable them to taoe realities. 

Europe is still seething 1th the pa,a ions of ar and pre

war intrigues and plots and oounterplots . 

e are asked to oan el our debt, and yet n land, 

in spite of its protestations and generous gestures, has not 

yet cancelled 1 ts debts. Nor has England relinquished its 

claim upon German repar tions, and • ance has not yet 

signified her readiness to soaJ.e down German reparations to 

a point mre Germany oould 1>&7• And Germany 1 artificially 

inflating its ourrency so that it will never be able to pay 

this preposterous reparations bill. 

~at good 111 o CJne to 1urope if e cancel our 

debt at once? Thia will happen: the American taxpayer 11 

finance European armies and ,uropean navies and uropean ara . 

There is toda7, in the 19ar 1922, a million more men under 

arms in urope than th are ere in 1913. urope today is 

spending annually t o billions of dollars on ita ar iee and 
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its navies. And Europe is supposed to be at peace? Before 

the ar there waa a German menace; before the war there was 

a balance of power which necessitated competitive armaments . 

llo Germany is destroyed am orushed utterly, am for another 

generation it will not figure as a military power, . and yet 

in spite of it the heavily burdened, economically distressed 

European taxpa19re are compelled to pay their governments 

two billions of dollars annually to support armies and 

France today has the largest army in the world. 

and is spending more money than any nation in the . · orld 

upon ite army/ and it 1e a moet interesting and significant} f1_ '1 ·I p- , 
fact that France has not 19t signed the. ai,shington pact for 'i' 

Do you r eoal l how we 

weloomed the laehington Conference, the high hopes and 

prospects ~e held out ~or it? It was ushering in a 

millennimn; battleships ere to be scrapped and naval com-

petitive armament as to be stopped. ,Tell, nothing of the 

kind happened. Bot a battleship has been scrapped. am our 

naval bill for the year 1923 will be even larger than our 

naval bill for the 3'8fll' 1922. 

In September of this year Lord Robert Cecil, who 'I-

is ahairman of the Committee on Reduction ot Armaments in the 

League a£ nations. brought in tm report of the committee, 

in whioh they urged the nations of Europe to reduce their 

land forces to the level of 1913--a very modest request. 

And like all these requests, it remained a pious wish; tor 

-5-
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the hole League of ations seems to be a hite- inged bit 

of innooenoe in a den of thievee--utterly helpless. 

Soould the united Sta tee help Europe? Yee, but 

1sel7. It should not give the kind of help that the 

uropean diplomata are oraving for, eo that they 111 be 

able to oarry out their nefarious purposes. It should help 

the European peoples to help thEIIlaelves. Call a oonferenoe, 

by all means. Conterenaea are always helpful. But let 

this be quite alattr in the minds of the European states en-

and in our own minds-- that no conference ill ever euoceed 

in the least unless there is an honest resolve and dete !na

tion on the part of the l aders and states en of Europe to 

come clean to this oonferenoe. 

The united States i r to help urope, it is 

lling to help Europe, it must elp ~urope. e no longer 

speak of our isolation. ven the Republican party, hioh 

sailed into power on the program of retraining from entangl

ing alliances, is now ready to intervene in some form or 

another in European affairs. And even Borah--that brave, 

independent spirit of the Senate, one of the irreoonoilablee 

that defeated the Versailles Treat7--and eely so--is now 

frightened into asking for an eoonomio conference to help 

solve the frightful muddle in jurope, that is driving the 

peoplea of Europe to the brink of oollapee and bankruptoy. 

he United States no longer speaks of isolation, 

for e all kno that e have tremendous interests abroad; •• 

have a vast trade, e have vast mone~ investments abroad, 
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not to speak of a higher intoreat which we have in the 

establishment of peace and justice in the world. I am not 

a chauvinist, and I do not believe in exalting my people and 

my nation men it is wrong, but this is tru.e--and it 111 

redound to its everlasting glory--that three of the major 

efforts of its life during the past one hundred yoars--the 

three rs of the American people-- ere struggles for 

liberation; ars prompted not by selfishness and not by lust 

for power, but a desire to serve, to free itself or to free 

other peoples. Our Revolutionary .ar and our Civil ar 

and this .~orld rlar are. to my mind, proofs su.prmne of that 

latent idealism in the soul of America. ,e are not yet old 

enough to be cynical. Thank od e still havo the armth 

and the vision of YQUth to be r 

blood of our lives for the sa of ideals. 

out the precious -K.' 
We stand r ead.y to help F .. uro:pe as we stood ready 

five years ago to help .,urop . But to help it how? e 

initiative, of course, must oome from abroad. The nations 

of Europe must resolve, first of all, to live ithin their 

means; and that 111 necessitate a drastic, a radical 

reduction of armaments. That, to my mind, is a crucial 

point. First, as an aoonomio rr.easure, and, secondly, as a 

measure to safoguard oiv111zat1on. Armanumts muat be 

reduoed to the absolute m1nim1ml aborad and here. o great 

navies have ever, ever brought about 

peaoe in the rl4. (J)o not permit y<iureelf to be stampeded 

into any suoh opinions. vast armies and navies imply 

_,_ 
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terrifio rivalries, hi.oh in turn lead to ar--at all times, 

in the pa.et, in the present and in the future. 

There is no menace in urope today whioh should 

justify two billions of dollars spent annually upon armies. 

But you will h ar French statesmen and ise British statesmen 

tell you, "rihy, there is R ueaia, there io .that terrible 

bolshevik menaoe in the at hich threatens to inundate the 

peaoe~l lands of eetem urope and destroy throne and altar 

and bring about the ooll.a:pse o_ oi vilization. ' 

It is all balderdash; it is all lies and falsehoods. 

At the Genoa oon fer enoe. and Bin at the Hague oonferenoe, 

the representatives ot soviet Rua~1a o£fered to reduce its 

armies provided the allied nation would do like dee. And 

they E!l'8 et with fllrioua o 

saor ilege, it as heresy to ea 

• • y. it ,as) 
o suoh thing!/ / 

Armaments must be reduced to enable the ;uropean 

peoples to 11v ·thin their means, and these billions of 

dollars put into produotive enterprises to help in the 

economic reoonstruotion. .An then Germany must be de to 

realize that its finance must b oontrolled nd organized in 

such a m7 as to compel her to pay- her juat debts. ( Germany 

must spend tor the restoration ot Franoe, because Germany 1B 

guilty of a gr eat Sin.) Germany devaota ·ted northern ~1ranoe 

and Germany must help to rebuild . hat it destroyad. 

The industrialists of Germany. the vast ogitalists 

ot German7, are not so eager to hav the mark rise, because 

b7 inflating the mark the7 are enabled to sell their 
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oompet1 tors abroad, especially England. They pay their 

workingmen in a worthlese German mark, but tho got for their 

exports ver7 valuable moneys, anct oo they have, durin the 

past year or t . manipulated the currency o~ Ger any to au.oh 

a point where the mark has become almost worthless on the 

exchange. 

o, it Germany ants help, and the United states 

should help Germany, Germany must likewise clean house. The 

reparations bill as stupid from the day it as presented. 

e kne it as an impoasiblo thing. The repararatioas 

must be soaled down to a point hero Germany can pay. 

United States, through its representatives in aria, sug ~eat

ed that the German reparations bill be somethin like t elve 

and a half billions of dollar, nioh is a sum that Ga ny 

perhaps can pa7; but England r noe insisted to have 

included in that bill pensions hioh they ould have to ay 

the families of their soldiers, and so th bill ae raised 

from t elve and a half billions to thirty-five billions of 

dollars, a perteotly impossible and preposterous figure. 

~ngland and not the United States should take the 

initiative in c11Dcelling debts. Continental ,urope owes 

ngland some eight billions of dollars. ost of it is 

worthless, beoause those nations oannot pay England it they 

oannot oolleot German reparations, and not being able to 

collect German reparations they c not pay England. ngland 

should first oanoel its debt and relinquish its olaim upon 

German reparations. • I say England should take th 
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initiative beoa11se England is primarily concerned with the 

revival of Germany. England is suffering today because 

England cannot sell its products in Germany and because 

Germany is underselling England in every market of the world, 

and it is vital to the prosperity of the English eople that 

Germany be put on its feet agatn. England, therefore, must 

take the initia~ive. 

·There must be a balancing of budgets all around; 

tmre muat be a rE1D.oval of trade barriers all a.round; there 

must be 8ll oarneat, honest effort on the part of these 

peoples to help thanselvea; there must be en earnest, honest 

effort to help Rueeia. The European na ti one must help 

Russia, and they can help Russia. They need Ruseia. Bot 

so much beoauee they need th o.g:rioul-pure of RuseiaGec use 

they need the yield of the field d the t~rest and the mine-

the produotion of Russia) but beo.ause the;y need the con-

sumption of Russia's two hundred millions of people. If they ---

can pay for food and for machinery and for the things they 

need, ~hey can keep all the mills and t otor iea and looms cd 

Europe busy. 

This stupid politic l eoheming which has isolated 

Russia has brought untold misery not alone upon the peoples 

of Russia but upon tho peoples of the whole of Europe. 

7hen an earnest effort is made to do these things on the 

part of the peoples of .ru.rope themselves, then the Ullited 

states oan do and undoubtedly will do its share. tL 

I believe that the United Sta tee ought to cancel J){ 
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the debts of the peoples of continentr:iJ. uro.e. I believe 

that the mti ted Stat s ought to cancel the dobt o:f Fr noe, 

and ought to oancal the debt cf It ly, aud ought to cancel 

the debts O- the smaller nations. Int e firat place, 

these peoples will never be able to pay. hey cnn pay onl~ 

in commodities and in good.a, and e do not want their goods 

and their canmodities, - cause it they :ere to pour t heir 

goods into our country our mills an factories 1ou ld be 

closed down. And e cannot force them to pay. 

It ould pa1hape help Franoe and tempt ranee to 

be more oompromiaing and generoufl in it .s de ands upon 

Germany if (3 wou ld oay unto 'ranee, "Your debt is ca.no ell d." 

e might even oomo to an unde st ndin with ~ngland about the 

five billiona of. doll rs hio 1 l d o ea us. ~ngland otm 

pay. ngliah etato men hav d that ngland can pay. 

Kr. ~oKonna, t the la.at bankers• meeting in e I ork, stated 

that land can pay. ngland has enough invastrents in the 

united States to pay its entire debt to . erioa. nut th 

United tates ought to be ~enerous even th re, for the 

ngli h taxpayer and the lish orkin an io terribly, 

terr1 bly burdened to da7. 

i"hie is 01138- to my mind: that the United tates 

11 never thi ot e tendin a loan of a billion or a 

billion and half or to billions of doll re to Ge any at 

the present time under presen+ conditions, h n those moneys, 

t en from Amer1oan taxpayers, .. ill be used not to help 

Germany but to pe.y- the reparation bill of Germany to ranee. 
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In other ~ords, that e, having spent tienty-two billions of 

dollars in this ar, and having \?OD the war. 111 no pay our 

Allies the reparations hich the enemy that e defeated has 

to pay, and in turn e receive rthlese paper tor the honest 

moneys of our mrking people. 

These conditions are met 1th by the European 

peoples, and a consistent effort is made to pick themselves 

out of this mire into hioh they have thrust thE1neol ves; and 

the United States, in keeping with its fine tradition cd 

humanitariem, will do the utmost to help Europe. 

rlhat Europe needs today, men and men--and this 

thought oomes to m7 mind at this Christmas aeason--is a 

little of the spirit of Christmas, the spirit of their 

religion, &lld the spirit of their aster. urope has never 

given Christianity a chance; ~op has never tried 

Christianity. Europe has professed Christi nity fort o 

thousand years, and has built magnificent churches and 

oathedrale to express tho ~i th of the aster of Christianity; 

but urope in its life and in its praotioe and in its 

ambitions has never been faithful, not for a moment, to the 

spirit of the religion it prof seed; a religion hich demands. 

first of all, "Love thy enemy'--to forgive those ho ein 

against thee; a religion of forgiveness, a religion of love, 

a religion of paoifism---for the Kaster of Christianity as 

a paoifiat if there ever as a paoifist upon the earth. 'If 

a man strikes thee on one ohe ek, turn the other." " nd if he 

robs thee of thy oloak, give him thy outer garment like iee.' 
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"Reei st not evil." It is a religion which preached self-

denial, a religion which preached communism; tor the astezi 

and the early desoiplee of Christianity ere oo unista in 

the highest and truest sense of the word. hey did not 

believe 1n eal th, and they did not believe in possessions, 

and they did · not believe in private ownership, and they did 

not believe in competitive industry. 

European peoples profess this faith but haw never 

attanpted to pr otioe it; and en one uropean ration of 

t hundred millions of people actually tried, nineteen 

hu!lired and t enty years after the birth of this gr eat ide 1. 

to put a bit of it into practice, rightly or ongly, these 

Christian nations. instead~ rejoicing 1th the experiment, 

turned against it vioiously, · deteimilied to destroy it. 

I do not believe tha te ohings of pacifism 

or of oommuniam, the intrinsic teachings of the founier ot 

Cbristianit7, are sound or practical. hey are not Je sh. 

But Christianity aooepted them and Christianity preached them 

from the pulpit for t thousand years; and Christian urope 

has never, never att pted to put any on of these te hinge 

into praotioe. And so e had this last terrible cataolym, 

and so e 11 have other are that 11 engulf the hole of 

mankind. Because there is this dichotomy, this splitting, 

this partition in the soul of every European people, in 

profession nd practice, in theor;y and reality. There is 

no unity of soul ther , because the7 ve not pe itted their 

religion and their faith actually. vitally, really to 



dominate their lives and to control their aotione. 

I am 1n full hannony 1th the apiri t of the head 

of that great catholio Churoh, who today, in hie letter to 

his follo era and his deaoiplea, said that hat the European 

peoples need today is a return to the spirit ot their faith 

and their aster whom they orehip and before hom they bend 

their knees. 

If at any time forgiveness and love and eroy ndao -

passion and sympathy and a desire for mutual helpfulness 1s 

vitally needed, burningly needed in the world, it is now; 

for Europe is siok unto death. From the head unto its foot 

there is not a whole spot in .urope. Eoonomio angrene 

has set in in the body politic t- Europe hioh is corrupting 

and eating a ay its body and oull. 

Europe needs a ne heart and a ne faith. I do not 

kno that it will get it. But this I do know: that until 

suoh time as it does get it, until au.oh time as there is a 

quiok, Sharp, definite reversal of polioy at right bout 

taoe in its attitudes, in its mutual relationships, so long 

will Europe be siok and broken. The Poinoares and the 

Clemenoeaue and the Bal.fours and the ussolinis 111 not 

help Eu.rope. Thq are of ~he school herein :-Jars are 

oonoeived and planned and executed. They are the old 

ravens oroaking over the battlefields of a mangled and torn 

rld. 

le men w1 th na visions and ne hopea and new 

B1Dlpathiea and new ideaa are needed in the world toda7; and 
~,==--
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the7 lave not l'9t come, e.nd until they come merioa 

oannot help Europe, because ~urope must, first of all, 

help itself. 

--o--
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