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LECTURE BY RABBI ABBA H. SILVER, ---------
" RICA Ill 1922--A SURVEY AND PROSPECT" 

AT THE fflJPIB - SUNDAY MORNING, -----
DECELiBER 31, 1922, CLEVEUUD, 0. -----



It 1a well, my friends, at this season of the 19ar, 

to take atook. It is well to ch-aw up a balance sheet of our 

national experiences during the past 19ar. I should like to 

speak this morning of some of the outstanding tacts ot the 

past 19ar and sea how many of them we oan PU:t on the credit 

column of our national. lacJger and how many on the debit 

column. 

I spoke lJlat weak of our international relations. 

I do not wish to speak of them, therefore, this morning. 

As tar as our international relations during the past year 

are oonoerned, we were rath9r negative and neutral; we pla194 

no decisive role or performed no decisive service to the 

world during the past 19ar. Perh p it is because e 

could not. 

~ thlnga we did do: we continued our tine 

humanitarian policy of sanding relief to those who ere 

neeq and 1D distreaa. e sent relief to the thousands 

and the tens of thouaanda Who were rendered homeleaa-­

retugee■ through criminal war instigated b7 the Christian 

nations of Europe--the war bet een Greeoe and !Drkey. e 

aaved thauaanda ot lives through our Red Cross, through our 

Bear Eaat relief organisations. 

One other aervioe, if it be a service, whioh •• 

rendered waa 1n aending wi.t we oall an observer to the 

Lausanne Conterenoe, which 1a still being held; a oonterenoe 

whiah, to m7 m1D4, baa all 1ihe ear marlta ot the old fashion 4 



• 
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conferences of diplomats whioh either rnake ar or patch up 

a tanporary peaoe to give their reap ecti ve nations a breath-

ing spell to prepare for the next ar. e have an unofficial 

observer--whatever that nay mean--at this corderence. ho 

seems to be very vooa.l at times, and iho is there principally 

tor the purpose of defending the rights of merioan mission­

aries in the Near East. alid of the standard Oil Company. 

There seems to be something going on in ashington 

at the present time. Just • at it is e are not as yet 

permitted to know; but 1 t seems that ashington is eager to 

be of service in averting i.t seems to be an almost 

inevitable collapse of the whole economic life of urope. 

And it is to be hoped that the ~ar 1923 111 itness sane 

signal service on the part o th rican people which, 

without entangling us in the nefarious policies of European 

statesmen, 111 help to ameliorate the miserable, unhappy, 

heartbreaking oondi ti one on the continent of u:rope. 

So much tor our international balance sheet. 

As tar as our internal conditions are concerned. there as a 

movEIIlent during the past 19ar--a slight move ent, it is 

true, but, nevertheless, a peroeptible movement--towards at 

President Harding oalls normal.07. This country enjoyed a 

period ot comparative proeperi t7--comparati ve to that of the 

pr eoeding year. e seemed to be emerging slightly- from the 

instability-, the unoertaint7 and the paniok7 condition of 

t o years ago. And it is rather remarkable, considering 

ti.t it is just tour years after that terrible wrenching, 

-2-



• 

• 

• 

disarranging and di eturbing of our entire eoonomio life, 

that e are enjoying at the present time a comparative, 

perhaps onl7 temporary, but, nevertheless, real,period of 

proeperi ty. There is not that terr1 ble problem of 

unemplo1fl}ent today such as existed a 19ar and two years ago. 

It is only to be hoped that this condition 111 be a lasting 

one. 

But this return to normal.cy was not unattended by 

terrible struggle. The year 1922 wi tnesaed two major 

industrial conflicts, which, to my mind, are unparalleled 

in the history of industrial atri1e in the united st tee. 

I refer to the strike of the miners and to the strike of the 

rail a7 men. !he miners' strike as n, apparently. The 

strike of the maintenance of ay en as either lost or 

settled by compromise, nth the ployaee getting the oret 

of the bargain, apparantl7. 

Both of these struggles ere attended by bad blood. 

The railway strike led up to sabotage of all kinds and to 

killing, and the miners' strike ouJrninated in the Herrin 

massacre, perhaps the ghastliest tragedy in 1he annals of 

Amerioan industrial life. Both etri -es ere futile; both 

strikes settled nothing; both strikes ooat millions; both 

strikes discomfited and inoonvanianoed the hole of the 

Am eri oan people. And both strikes ere merely the ini tiaJ. 

movements in a more comprehensive industrial struggle that ia 

bound to oom unless mor intelligent and more oonetruotiYe 

a7a and methods are disoovared for avoiding atruglea and 



settling them. 

The intervention of the government in both of 

these strikes was timid and ~alting and therefore ineffectual. 

At no time was the voice of the government respected by one 

or the other of the contending foroes; because the government 

apparently had no plan, nor policy. nor P1l;l'pose, and it 

halted and hesitated. am. ultimately, driven by desperation, 

it oaine out publicly as the opponent of organized labor. It 

resorted to government by injunction; and you have that 

famous (or i~amoue) Daugherty injunction, hioh, in lovember, 

oaueed a political upheaval hioh smashed the Old Guard of 

the Republican party and put the Progressives in power, and 

hioh promises to usher in a new epoch in American political 

life. 

e have not yet disc ed an intelligent, sane, 

practical y of aolvi~g our labor problems. Perhaps th ere 

are no such ~aye, but if there are no such aye then we must 

prepare for rather desperate things in the year 1923. 

Politioally speaking, the year 1922 has been a 

red letter year. Bovember ? , 1922, 111 long be remanbered 

in merioan politioal history. It may nark the beginning of 

a new epooh. Making fll.11 allowance for the fact that this 

last year was an ott year in politics. and that a general 

baolt-awing of the pendulum as to be expected, it still 

remains a most startling and significant taot that the Old 

Guard in the Republioan a<bninistration received am shing 

blow suoh a it had not reoaived in a generation. 



It remains true that a new note s etruolc in our 

national omnpaign; it seams true that liberals and pro ee­

sives--even those \'4lo ware accused of radio 11am, ere s ept 

into po er by an overwhelmin inundation of a popular protest 

against the old methods and the old men in our political 

life. A fe l'9ars ago the rogr essi vo was a timid soul and 

en apologetio soul. He hovered timidly in the background of 

Congress, even after he as elected. Today the Progressive 

is aggressive, insistent, very much present and very mu.oh 

real and very mu.oh intluential. And it is perfectly 

astounding when you think of the come-back of man like 

La Follette; one begins to realize just hat a revolution 

has taken plaoe in the thinking ot our oi tizens durin the 

past four years. 

La Follette, the man o as ex-oommu.nicated 

became, forsooth, he dared to tand upon his senatorial 

rights! La Follette, who as avoided in ashington as if 

he were a pest; La ollette, ho as subjected to all kinda 

of vi trolio and vicious att ak, and ultimately the moat 

destructive of opposition; he as ignored, publicly ignored. 

It is told that when La Follette would enter the elevator in 

the Senate house everyone ould leave at onoe. It is said 

that hen La Follette ould enter a street car everyone ould 

leave at ono • 

But La J'ollette today is the most po ertul single 

ind.1 vidual in the American government. and no policy oan be 

put through the senate in the next fe ra ag inat the 



oppoaition of Senator La Follette. It is perfectly 

astounding, \\hen ono thinks of it, beoause the very a e 

thing took plaoe in England. 

ileitis true that the conservatives c , e into 

power during the last election, it is also true that for the 

first time in the history of the British pire the Labor 

party is today the party of the opposition to the majesty• s 

government. It is the second party in ngland today; and 

Ramsa7 oDonald, the radical. Ramsay cDonald, the pacifist. 

Ramsay oDonaJ.d, ho as in prison because of his vie a 

concerning the ar, v.ho as regarded as dead, politically 

speaking,--Ramsay oDonald is no the leader of this 

tremendously po erful party in . the i tish parliament. 

The pendulum evidently has n_..,... bac and swung back very 

powertull7. 

Bo it is premature to say hether this Progre~sive 

viotor7 ie a lasting one. It may very well be that it is 

sporadic. It as a protest vote; it as a vote of the 

disgruntled; it was a negative vote, and it may not at all 

mean that the Amerioan people has embarked definitely upon 

a program of liberalism. But the Progressives, ieely 

enough, are beginning to conaolidate their forces; they are 

beginning to organize so as to make their will effective 

1n the a&ninistration of our government .. 

on Deoember let a Progressive bloo as formed in 

ashington, am on Deoanber 11th a people's bloc •a formed 

right here in the oity ot Cleveland. It seems that all the 



elements that are hat is known in rnerican political 

parlance ae stand-patters and non-partisan leagues, the 

independent vote, the·familiar labor vote,--th•se elements 

are beginning to organize, to solidify, to unify their 

strength, so that they will in the da s to come be able to 

nominate their people at the various primaries, so as to 

make sure that . the right people are eleoted to offioe. 

The policy seems to be away from the organization 

of a third party--am perhaps wisely so. The polio on the 

part of the liberals, both in the Demooratic party and the 

Republican party, seems to be this: to transfuse the 

existing parties, to transmute them, to translate the 

parties that already exist by or anizing the liberal oups 

!thin each of the old partie and enable them to seize the 

reins ot control ratlier than organize a third party. The 

year 1923 rd.11 see some very interesting political 

developments in America. 

Spiritually the year 1922 is very much on the 

debit side al. the national ledger. Spiritually the past 

year has seen a rampant apread of organized hate. e klans 

have become an actual, here a year or two years ago they 

ere a potential, menace to the freedom am to the 

institution of Amerioa. 

I am not given to exaggeration in matters of this 

kind, nor to intimidations, but we have cCll\e to a point mre 

a sovemor ot a great state must appeal to rlashington for 

help; e have oome to a point where another govamorw.-

_,,_ 



Governor Allen, of Xansas--in self-defense must come out in 

oondamnation of the methods and the ·interferenoe of theee 

groups. The tragedy of Lou.isana is but an index and a symp-

tom and a portend of what this thing, if pel'mitted to grow 

and spread and in in power, 111 do in merica. 

I call it organized hate. Hate is bad enough, but 

when you organize it you are taking an impulse or an emotion 

which may be only momentary, and you are perpetuating it, 

you are creating veetod interests in hate; you are beginning 

to incorporate animosities in institutions ~din laws, and 

Amerio ill be destroyed if these things are pennitted to 

gain head ay. 

I speak of 1 t not 

this opposition is no new thi 

As a Jew 

tom; as a Je I am 

reconciled to the fact that al aya, as long as I live, there 

will be here and there and everywhere certain groups ho 1111 

dialiko me and \\ho will ende vor to destroy me. That ho.a 

bean the tragic history and that has been the superb glory 

of my people for two thousand years. It is neither new 

nor startling nor demoralizing. But I sp eek a an eric n. 

It has been said that the klan is not anti-Je ish. 

But it ia an ti-Jewish if it ia anti the rights of any 

individual. If it is anti-Catholic it is anti-American, 

and therefore anti-Jewish. If it is anti- egro it is anti-

erican, and therefore anti-Jewish. 

group arc violated the rights of the Je 

en the rights of one 
• 

re violated. You 

cannot trempla upon right and freedom in one instance nd 
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expeot that right and that freedom to be preserved am 

safeguarded and held eaored in another instance. Any 

movement in this land that seeks to tuxn brother a1nst 

brother, that seeks to revive medieval.ism and racial passions 

nnd religious animosities is anti-Je ish, and it is anti­

Amerioan. 

1e seem to be suffering today from the hardening 

of our spiritual arteries. The old 1orld seems to be 

encroaching upon us. It ia sad, it is disillusioning, but 

somehow we seElll to have lost ·the vision, the freshness, the 

vigor, the au.perb, magnificent outlook and dream of merican 

lite. 11 tho vile reaction of passion-ridden, prejudice-

la.den uropean peoples seems to 

this oou.ntry during and since 

ve been carried over to 

ar. 

I recall that marvelou phrase of braham Lincoln, 

who kne, the aoul of merioa so well. en the No-nothing 

party, very much like the present day klan movement, as 

r mpant in this country, a mover ent directed ainst the 

Irish and the German immigr nts of t io ar three generations 

ago, Lincoln said: n1 am not a No-nothing, that is certain. 

Ho could I be? Ho can anyone ho opposes the opnreesion 

of negroes be in favor of the degrading of classes of white 

peo~le? Our progress in degeneroy appears to me to be 

pretty rapid. As a nation e began b7 declaring that all 

men are oreated equal. 1e now praotioally read it, 'All 

men are created equal exoept negroea.' en the o-nothin a 

get control it will read, 'All men are created equal axo9J)t 



negroee and foreigners and catholics.' nien it cornea to 

this I shall prefer immigrating to some country here they 

make no pretense of the love of liberty; to Russia. for 

instance, here despotism oan be taken pure and ithout the 

alloy o:t hypocriey.n 

There is the genius of merioa speaking. Of 

course that as Russia of Lincoln's day; it as not the 

Russia of 1922. Today in bolshevik Russia the klansman, 

who is there called the pogromist, he ho preaches the gosp 1 

of hate, is lined up against the wall and shot; and tat, to 

my mind, is perhaps t e most effective ay of solving 

this problem. 

The Senate VO ted do t e Dyer anti-l1t1ching bill. 

I do not kno whether you follo a the career of this bill 

through Congress. You kno t lynching is; you have read 

about it; and you kno t1-t for barbarism and cruelty and 

base animalism there ie no institution in the whole oivilized 

orld like that institution so dear to the hearts of the 

southerners--the 1nst1 tut ion of lynching. 

Bo the South cannot restle 1th that problem, and 

so a movement as inaugurated b7 the braver spirits of the 

south and the men of the North to have the federal government 

intervene henever there is a lynching, and to have federal 

courts as courts of the first instance in such matters, nd 

federal prosecutors am federal grand jurors to investigate 

oases; beoame looal courts olearl7 have never oonviotad 

anyone guilty of partioipating in lJDcihing. 
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So the House voted tor the bill, but in the Senate 
. 

it was killed through a filibuster carried on by Southern 

senators. flla t is , to my mind, deoidedly on the debit 

oolumn of our national life. It is a standing die ace. 

It makes an merioi&n blush 1th shame whenever an uropean 

turns to him and says, "You people talk so much about 

humanitarism and talk about the oruelty of the Turks: 1-t 

about your om little lynohing affairs?" And e are dumb 

beoause we cannot answer . . 

Intelleotually the year 1922 has been an auspioious 

one. The Amerioan author is ooming into his own; the Ameri­

oan writer is beginning to find hie sou.1; we have had better 

books written in the last year; e have had better plays 

produoed in the last ~ar. ore seems to be perhaps not 

a rebirth but the birth of a e 1 erioan liter ture. The 

American ri~er is no longer oatering to a depraved taste, 

to what is called the taste of the erican public. He is 

beginning to realize that a iter must essentially be an 

aristocrat, true to his own vision and to his own logio and 

to the God that is in him, ithout pandering to popular 

taste and to cravings for the "best seller" remuneration. 

America. 

Before very long the genius ill have a chance in 

Samuel Butler, the great Englishman, once said ot 

Amerio& this rather remarkable thing: "America 111 have her 

geniuses as every other oountry has; in faot, she has already 

had one in alt ,lhitrnan. But I do not think .Amerioa is a 

good plaoe in hich to be a genius. A genius oan never 
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expeot to have a good time anywhere if he ie the enuine 

artiole, but America ie about the last place in hich life 

will be endurable or to inspire a writer of any kind." 

And I believe that up to very reoently that as 

true. e were too much obsessed with the ideal of com-

formit7 to allo for genius. OUr ideal was ea eness and 

conformity. The ideal citizen as the man who did exactly 

aa his fella ci tizena did, and thought exactly as they 

thought, and spoke exactly as they spoke. There seemed to 

be a herd-tyranny, a tyranny of the mob, dominating merican 

life. The man that was different we looked upon as 

peculiar, as a orank; we feared him beoauee e were naive. 

Children tear a child ho is slightly different; they look 

upon him 1th fear; they think he i a crank, or he puts on 

airs became he is different. nd in America e try t<? 

foroe all people into a mould ot sameness so that they 11 

aJ.l look alike and act alike and speak alike and think like. 

But the genius is the nan ho does not do ny of 

these things; the genius is the man who does not take his 

oue from his surroundings and from his environments and from 

his thoughts and conviotions am faces of the people about 

him. He takes hie cue from hie inspiration, from his 

revelation, from hie soul; he is autonomous, he is law unto 

himself. . And so in America the genius, when we had hia, 

was broken and crushed either through hostility on the one 

hand or through indi fferenoe and lack of sympathy and under­

standing on the other; and so Butler was right hen he said 
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Amerioa is the last place where a man of genius could live. 

But e are beginning to find ourselves; e are 

beginning to realize that the ideal of dsnooracy is to 

protect what has been oalled the right of ay of individual. 

freedom. That is a marvelous phrase--the right of ay ot 

individual freedom. Democracy exists for the ea e of the 

individual freedom of every man and oman. In democracy 

the ideal is the development of personal! ty, of individual­

ity. The ideal of dE111ocraoy is not a state in hioh the 

individual is the blind, efficient cog in the machine, 

subjected to process, regimented and controlled, but in 

democracy the state exists for the sake of the individual 

freedom of the man and the oman to enable him or her to 

live their own lives, to develop th God-given gifts nd 

potentialities of their own soul --to augment themselves, to 

expand themselves, to reach out and up to the higher level 

and the purer air. 

Doi the erioan author is be inning to see it. 

Some day we will see it in our politioal life, we ill see 

it in our economic life; and that is something which klans 

and kleaglee and all creatures of the night fail to see. 

They ould like to impose their ideals, however exalted their 

ideal.a may be, and their convictions and their standards 

upon all. ~ey do not realize that in endeavoring by force 

to put the cloak of their oonviotiona upon other peoples 

they are destroying the very soul of democracy; for if 

demoorao7 is to progress it 111 have to , be through the 
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revelations of great leaders and great individuals. 

Laat Frida7 evening the speaker here from the 

forum pu1pit said that one of the great needs of the warld 

today, and especially of Europe, was the need of leaders. 

There eeeme to be a pathetio relianoe upon foroe. whether it 

be the foroe of Bolshevik Russia or the foroe of Faecietio 

Italy. Foroe,and not the power of spiritual guidance and 

leadership, seems to be the dominant note of the world today. 

Democracy depends not upon force but upon the 

ooneent of the governed. Democracy therefore depends upon 

the development of leadership from the nasaes, upon the 

evoking of the gifts that may be latent among the gr eat 

masses of tho people. nd therefore it is as essential as 

the air is to human life to ke the right of ay of 

individual freedom ~aored, to keep the channels free and 

open for the progress and the movanent of human souls; not 

to dam them, not to estop thsn, but to let thsn flow tree 

and unhampered to their destiny • 

. nd that is our work during the ooming year. men 

and women. In our economio life greater opportunity, whioh 

means greater freedom; in our political life greater liberal-. 
iam--greater freedom there. Let blooe be formed, let groups 

organise. Why should the very political thinking of this 

land be forced into the groove of two political parties? our 

political life is not as simplified as all that. Greater 

freedom and greater truth in our intelleotual life. and.above 

all, greater love and greater SJmpath.7 and better understand-
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ing 1n our spiri tuaJ. life. 

The year 1923 will bring many great roblema to 

our door. It is bound to. The next thirty years ill keep 

on bringing to your door tremendously difficult problems, and 

we shall solve them in part only as e keep these ideals 

before ua--greater freedom, g.re ter opportunity, greater 

SJm.P&thy and greater love in all the manifold relationships 

of our complex national life. 

ay the coming year bring unto you, and unto me, 

and unto all of us an added measure of service, of greater 

opp or tuni t7 to ork for the betterment of ourselves nd • 

our fellowmen, to rise and to raise, to help and to be 

helped • 

---o--




