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On the 22nd day of last mgnth there died in the 

city of Paris, in comparative poverty, though not in obscurity, 

a man who is destined to live long in the grateful memory of 

his own people and that of the entire world--Dr. Max Uordau. 

In the death of Dr. Nordau there passed away a 

prophet who summoned men and nations to repentance, and 

warned them of impending doom; and in his death there passed 

away a champion of Israel, a staunch defender of his people-

a modern Maccabee, who heralded and labored for the rebirth 

of his people. 

Dr. Max Nordau belonged to the giant spirits of 

the human race. In him a bril'.l.iant mentality, an encyclo-

pedic mind, a linguistic gift, a literary endowment, a 

brilliant wit, a courtly manner, were wedded to a high moral 

passion and a fine idealism and a vast courage, that put 

Dr. Lax Nordau in the front ranks of the gTeat leaders of 

mankind. 

I called him an iconoclast. Perhaps I should call 

him a prophetic iconoclast. Dr. Nordau was an iconoclast; 

he shattered idols--which seems to be ·the task providentially 

assigned to all the great prophets of the human race, and 

more especially to the prophets of Israel from the days of 

Abraham to this day. He shattered these idols furiously 

and in high passion, and yet not wilfully nor petulantly. 

Dr. Max Nordau•s intellect was not a destructive 
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intellect; he was not merely a rebel, a disgruntled, dis

contented, fretful personality; he was raging and storming 

against all the social values and all the social conventions 

and all the institutions of mankind. He was not a "bull in 

the china shop"; he was a prophet; he knew that the mission of 

the prophet was as Jeremiah conceived of it--"first, to 

break and to shatter and to destroy the old, and then to 

rebuild and to replan." 

He shattered these idols because he wished to 

enthrone true idols. He hated above all sham and fraud and 

hypocrisy, whether it be the sham and the fraud of ancient 

institutions and ancient · movements, or the sham and the fraud 

of new institutions and ne i move ents. He hated the 

hypocrisy of monarchy even as a hated the hypocrisy of 

democracy. All that glittered, t hat ias not real, all that 

was pretense, all that was fraud, all that was not relevant 

to a fundamental, underlying truth, that did not emanate from 

something that was essentially real and sound and sane and 

moral--that Nordau hated and viciously, bitterly attacked. 

But just as he was an iconoclast he also was a 

builder. The dynamics of his soul were not exhausted in 

destructiveness; he had much left for constructive work. He 

was the physicia.n--as in very truth by profession he was a 

physi cian--he diagnosed the malady v-Ji thout any reference to 

the likes and the dislikes and the ·prejudices of the patient; 

and once having diagnosed the malady he proceeded to suggest 

the remedy, the cure, if a cure wero possible. 
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He was a builder, and a very orthodox one. People 

are prone to think of Nordau as a radical. In the modern 

connotation and significance of the term, nordau was an 

extreme orthodox in his views; he based his views on those 

ancient foundations of the ancient wisdom upon which the 

prophets of antiquity based their convictions. nd Dr. 

Nordau shared the prophet's fate, and more especially the 

fate of a Jewish prophet; he was persecuted during his life

time. 11 these groups and classes and individuals whom he 

so vehemently attacked and ruthlessly exposed, turned against 

him and embittered his life. His life was passed in storm 

and in struggle, and it ended, almost tragically, during 

the war. 

Dr. Hordau, though an ustrian subject, lived in 

France for over thirty years. He loved France; he loved the 

sweet temperament and the mellow culture of France. He was 

Franconean; he denounced the treachery of victorious Germany 

in taking Alsace-Lorraine from France. But during the war 

these groups and these peoples, these reactionary elements 

whom Nordau attacked turned against him, and, influential 

as they were in the circles of the government, they succeeded 

in having Dr. Nordau humiliated. irst, he was imprisoned, 

and then he was exiled, and then his property, the accumula

tions of a life time, the little bit that he had gathered 

to·gether, hoping to leave it to his wife and his daughter, 

was confiscated by the French government, and, up to t~is day, 

not yet returned; am Dr. Borda.u experienced the tragedy of 
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the randering Jew in the twilight hours of his life, and he 

died in a little room on the fifth floor of a humble dwelling

place in Paris--a poor man but not an obscure nor a forgotten 

man. 

Dr. 1Iax Nordau was Jew in yet another sensei he was 

the child of two cultures and two civilizations, which, in a 

sense, is the tragedy of Jewish life. He was born of 

orthodox Jewish parents. His father was a rabbi, and in the 

early days of his life he was imbued and saturated with the 

spirit of orthodox Jewry, with all its romance and all its 

poetry, and the learning of his people, and then in youth and 

in manhood he went out into the world, entered the universi

ties of Europe and came in contact with a new civilization 

and a new culture and a new environment, totally different 

from, and in many ways -hostile to, that civilization in which 

he was reared as a child, and he tried and he struggled 

throughout his days to effect ( as so many of his try to do) 

a synthesis of these two cultures and these two civilizations. 

So .tha t th ere is much that is almost anomalous, much that is 

difficult to understand, much that is contradictory, 

appa.ren tly, in the life of Uordau. 

For example: Uordau was an irreligious man; Nordau 

was an anti-religious man; Nordau denied God, Nordau denied 

the soul, Noxdau denied immortality,Nordau scoffed at 

religious customs and religious practices, and when he died 

a talis was wrapped about his body, and the kaddish was 

pronounced by the Chief Rabbi of France at his grave at his 

-4-



request. 

Nord u s an internationalist, as o many of our 

brilliant minds were during the past generation in urope. 

He ~as a cosmopolitan. His ideal as, as he called it, t he 

solidarity of the h an race. He hated national chauvinism, 

and he hated even the spirit of nationalism, which led to 

national prejudices and hate and rivalries and ar. He was a 

broad, free, untrammeled spirit, a citizen of the ,orld; nd 

yet Nord u was the founder of the Zionist movement, to gether 

with Dr. '.f eodore Herzl. Hord u bee 1 8 the eloquent 

spokesman of Jewish Nationalism; ani Uordau as a passionate 

Je is Nationalist. 

Very strange-- nearly nomalous; very contradictory; 

and yet very human, isn't it? For. after all, free as the 

spirit of man might wish to roam, and, in the early d 

our youth, does roam, after a while oux wings become tired 

and we ould like to have a place upon ~hich we can lie--a 

resting place. '7e can speuk of the human race and the 

solidarity of the human r~ce and the love of our fellowmen, 

but, after all, tlere is the pull and the tug of our own, our 

own people, flesh of our flesh Qd bone of our bone; ,ho know 

us, who understand us, who can sympathize; and that tug and 

that pull brought ~ordau back to his people. 

nd after all, a man may have an intellect that 

is a~solutely emancipated from all religious convention and 

from all religious convictions , and yet the longing soul 

remains unsatisfied and hungry and thirsty. 
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cannot be fed by a brilliant intellect, and Nordau craved for 

the poetry and the beauty and the romanticism and the soul 

food of his youth, and in his later life came back to them. 

I want to speak this morning of Dr. Uordau, first, 

as the thinker, the philesopher; the man whose voice shook 

Europe and startled the peoples of the earth; and then of 

Nordau, the Jew. 

Dr. Nordau 1 s philosophy is embodied in a trilogy 

of books-..:the first, "Conventional Lies of our Civilizatidn," 

publ~shed in 1883; tho second one, "Paradoxes," published 

two years later; and the third, nnegeneration," published 

thirty years ago, in 1893. 

There are two main theses in the thought of 

Dr. Uordau, and only two; and to express these two fundamental 

convictions and to call dramatically the attention o:f the 

world to all their implications, Nordau wrote this trinity. 

His first thesis was this: that our present day civilization 

is crumbling--crumbling like the civilization of the ancient 

Romans before the invasion of the barbarians, and crumbling 

because of an all-pervading, destructive pessimism, which 

pessimism is evidenced in all departments of life--in art, 

in literature, in philosophy, in religion; which pessimism 

was oaus6d by this one fact: that there is today a rift. a 

discrepancy, an incongruity between the things we do and the 

things we believe in; between the institutions in which we 

live and our opinions concerning these institutions. '.!'here 

is this tragic disharmony between theory and practice in every 
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department in every sphere of civilization today. In 

other words, says Dr. Nordau, ;e live consistently a lie. 

le no longer believe in the things ~hich we do 

out of practice, out of convenience, and beca e of compul

sion; we no longer believe in the basis of our political life; 

we no longer believe in the basis of our religious life; we 

no longer believe in the b sis of our economic life; we no 

longer believe in the basis of our social life. nd yet we 

keep on living these things as though their bases were still 

true and as though we still believed in them. 
Dr. nordau says : 

"This is the tragic side of our contemporaneous 

civilization, that the ancient institutions have no longer 

the cour ge and self-confidence to aint in their po itions 

before mankind, in the stiff nd unyielding forms in which alone 

they are true to logic and history, repeating the Jesuits' 

motto: ' s we are or not at all.' They attempt an impossible 

compromise betveen tleir premises nd the convictions of 

modern times; they make concessions to the latter, and allow 

themselves to be penetrated by intellectual elements, foreign 

to their constitution, and sure to disintegrate it. e 

new ideas to which they are trying to conform themselves are 

in direct opposition to every one of their fund ental prin

ciples, so that they resemble a book containing on the same 

page some ancient fable with foot-notes criticising, 

ridiculing and abusing it in every possible ay . In this 

shape these institutions, den. ing and parodying their true 

character, seem objects of ridicule and scor n to cultivated 
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minds, and even to the uncultivated, sources of annoyance 

and painful perplexity." 

The era of science--which is this era--claims 

Nordau, has destroyed man's faith in these institutions; and 

yet these institutions continue. 11th what result? 1 /i th 

the result that character is destroyed. '{hat is character? 

Character is an integration, a unity, of self; character is 

brought about by an individuality possessing certain few, 

simple, dominant convictions which are true to itself, which 

are sufficient to guide and influence and determine it. A 
• 

man has character when he has what we call principle; when 

he has in his life a unified, harmonizing, ingrowing 

conviction . 

Now we are in a European civilization; convictions 

have been destroyed; faith has been undermined; character has 

been destroyed. And where there is no character, says Dr. 

Nordau. degeneration must set in, as it is setting in (so he 

claims) to destroy civilization. 

He goes into great detail to prove his thesis. On 

these conventional lies of our civilization he has five 

chapters; one called "The Lie of Religion," another called 

"The Lie of a .L '1onarchy, n a third called "The Poli tioal Lie," 

the fourth called "The Economic Lie," and the fifth called 

"The Matrimonial Lie." 

Perhaps of these five his first chapter~ the Lie 

of Religion, is the least constructive and the least helpful 

to us today.. Perhaps in his day., forty. years ago, when the 
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book was written, there was enough of dynamite in this 

chapter to have set man to thinking, to have shapened them. 

But as we read it today, the chapter seems rather naive-

perhaps we might say antiquated. Nordau lived during the 

period when the theory of evolution had first burst upon 

mankind, but which theory had not yet been understood in its 

deeper significance. fhe theory of evolution at the time 

was accepted as dogma, as a finality; and its implications 

were clear: nature was ruled by blind, unchanging forces, 

controlled by constant and unyielding laws; nature was not 

possessed of a will power or an intelligence from within; 

that these laws dethroned God, dethroned the soul, dethroned 

religion. 

nd Nordau accepted all these naive and early 

conceptions concerning the theor of evolution. He calls 

religion "a physical relic of the childhood of the human 

race." At best it is a functional weakness of mankind. 

Religion is based on fear; God is the creation of that tenden

cy in man to anthropomorphize, to pl · ce a will-power, a 

conscious will-power, a somebody, back of every natural 

phenomenon; the soul is an illusion; immortality is merely 

an expression of man's disinclination to die, of man's 

inability to conceive of himself annihilation; religion is a 

figment of man's imagination. 

nd Nordau presents a religion of his own whioh men 

ought to accept. In place of God the ideal of solidarity of 

the human race; in place of the church the lecture hall and 
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sse bly room, and in place of the ritual, the ballot. 

Nordau as even more vehement in his denunciation of religious 

forms than of the content of religion . 

He s id: "I can understand why some people are 

religious: there is a sentimental yea.rningfor it. ell and 

good. But for people tod y to believe in religious forms 

and in religious ceremonies, in ch-µ.rches, in r1 tuals, in a 

Bible, in priests and dogmas, that is a lio--a living lie." 

He had a very wrong estimate of the Bible, did 

Dr. Nordau. He recanted in later life. He said: "11he 

morality of the Bible is revolting; the concept of the 

universe in the Bible is childish; its literature, its second

rte ceremonies, are coarse; their origin is in barbarism; 

they are Asiatic or african. 

people tod y." 

"
1h y have no meaning for 

Of course it is too 1 te ln the d y to begin a 

refutation of these contentions. Suffice it to say that ~e 

know now th~t the theory of evolution, at least, does not 

dethrone God; that science does not prove the non-existence 

of God or of the human soul; th tit does not deny immortality. 

Suffice it to say that we kno now that the lecture hall can 

never take the place of the church, and the ballot box of the 

church ritual. Suffice it now to say that the origin of 

things does not determine the value of things. Bee use a 

ceremony was begun ten thousand ears ago in the jungle life 

and in the jungle instincts and in the jungle needs of the 

hwnan race, it does not necessarily follo that th t ceremony 
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or that practice or that rite or that custom no longer has 

value and relevancy for us today. 

It is not what the origin or the beginnings of a 

thing are; it is wh t the thing itself means for us--how it 

reaches our soul, how it touches the mainsprings of our 

emotions, wrat function it h sin our life tod y. You might 

as well look with disfavor and contempt npon a s phony of 

Beethoven because, forsooth, music began with the beating of 

a tom-tom in some hut or cave of a primitive savage. You 

might hold Shakespeare in contempt because, forsooth, 

literature began in somerhythmic sing-song of ab ttle 

hymn of savages; you might look with contempt upon a 

m gnificent cathedral because the first architectonics of the 

human race were miserable huts of reeds and rushes and twigs. 

It is not what the beginning of a thing is that 

counts: it is wh tit has come to be. And civilization is 

just this: the real interpretation which every age puts upon 

things whl.ch, somehow, seem to be, in their essence, at least, 

eternal. 

11here is not very much, I say, that is constructive 

in Dr. Nordau's attitude and opinion concerning religion, and 

I fear me that he most felt that in his declining years. But 

thore is much more of meat in his second chapter on the lie 

of nonarchy and aristocrasy. rhere all that brilliant wit 

of Nordau (which I had the good fortune of seeing in action 
• 

a fe years ago in London), all his gift of satire, his 

destructive satire, comes into play. And that chapter won 
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for him the undying hostility of 11 these classes. 

Of course he hates monarchy, but, hes ys, absolute 

monarchy is a logical t _ing; constitutional mon rchy is a 

lie. bsolute monarchy is based on the theory of the di vine 

rights of kings, and one ·who assumes that premise. that kings 

have divine rights, a mission and commission given by divinity, 

then one ought to believe in absolute monarchy or constitu

tional monarchy. 1/here people insist upon loyalty to a 

constitution and at the s e time insist upon loyalty to a 

mon rchy, t:;1ere is that conflict. and there is th t in on-

grui ty, nd there is that rift, sa s Nordau, hich is a lie 

and which makes for a living lie in our civiliz tion. 

He was not a ranting de ocrat. If there is any

thing true about Uordau it is true that he was an aristocrat 

in the finest sense of the word; not only in his bearing and 

in his courtly manner and in his speech, but he was an 

aristocrat in thinking. 

Nordau did not believe in hmnan equality. He said 

that, too, is one of the conventional lies of our civilization, 

one of the lies of democratic civilization. Liberty? Yes. 

Fraternity? Yes. Equality? 

It is an intellectual fiction. 

Oh, no. Uature is ag inst it. 

1he struggle for existence 

denies equality; our whole pro ess in civilization de ends 

upon leaders--the leadership of the few exceptional, gifted 

ones, upon the very inequality of which 1e complain. 

Republicanism, he said, is a good thing, "but do 

not be captivated by ,ords and slogans and catch phrases. 
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A republic, if it is to be a progress and a truth, must be 

founded upon a number of social, political and other 

institutions, entirely different from those existing at 

present." At present a republic is a lie because the ground 

has not yet been cleared :for a real republic. "As long as 

Eu.rope continues to live in its present forms of civilization, 

a republic is a contradiction and an unworthy play upon words. 

A simple political re~olution, which would turn any one of 

the existing monarchies of Europe into a republic, would be 

merely imitating the acts of the apostles to the heathen, 

during the early part of the Middle Ages, who converted the 

pagans from their false forms of worship, by simply giving 

their gods, festivals and ceremonies, Christian names." 

• I It is only a question of the juggJ.ing of names between 

present day monarchies and present day republics. 

"The entire effect of such a revolution would be 

limited to pa.sting upon the shop-worn, unsalable goods, a lot 

of new labels, which would deceive the people into thinking a 

new stock of goods had been procured. A republic is the 

last link of a long chain of development. It is the form of 

government in which the ideal of self-government finds reali

zation--the supreme power residing ultimately in the whole 

people and directly exercised by them. This form of govern-

ment, if it is organically genuine, and not merely an external, 

pasted on or painted resemblance to a republic, is inherently 

incompatible with hereditary privileges and distinctions, with 

the enormous influence wielded by accumulations of capital 
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and monopolies, with the power of an army of office holders 

and with any restrictions to the free liberty of thought, 

speech and action of the grand masses of the people. But to 

· leave the organization of the State as it is, and merely to 

change the name of the government from a monarchy to a 

republic, is like the well-known trick of the publishers who 

manage to smuggle forbidden works into another country, by 

substituting for the title-page another, taken from some 

innocent fairy-tale or prayer-book. lflhat was the Italian 

republic of 1848, or the Spanish republic of 1868, and what is 

the French r epublio of 1870, but monarchies with their thrones 

standing vacant for a while, monarchies parading under the 

mask of republicanism." 

I said that Nordau was an aristocrat. Nordau even 

believed in hereditary aristocracy; he believed in families 

of aristocratic bearing and culture and prestige, in which 

families the trust of aristocracy, the pledge of aristocracy, 

the promise of aristocracy was handed down from generation to 

generation; he believed in that kind of aristocracy--that it 

makes for finer bodies and finer souls, that it makes for 

character. But the aristocracy of today, the nobility, he 

says, that is sham, that is an anthropological fake, as he 

calls it. They are not the fittest, they are not the 

aristoa, they are not the best, they are not the moat 

capable, they are not the most heroic, they are not the 

standard bearers; they do not excel in body, they do not 

excel in character. That is patent ariatooraoy, that is 
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aristocracy ade by patent, by the \dll of a monarch or a 

king; that is aristocracy made by wealth, and that is a lie. 

There should be an aristocracy, but that aristoc

racy should exist on one condition, namely, that they remain 

true to the tradition of the aristos, and they welcomed into 

their ranks everyone who evidenced exceptional ability of 

character and mind and soul--an aristocracy that assumes the 

burden and the reJ:lponsibility of the leadership of the world. 

That is the kind of aristocracy he believed in. 

Norda.u speaks of the political lie. He hated 

government interference; he hated the inequalities which 

existed due to taxation, where the poor man is taxed while 

nominally the rich man is taxed. He hated the idea 0£ 

representative government which is not representative. ·He . 
was not an anarchist; he believed in government. He says, 

"You cannot get three people together but what, before long, 

there will be a certain set of regulations or a eements of 

mutual subordination for a common purpose, which is govern-

men t." But he believed in a simplified gover · ent; he did 

not believe in all the cluttering, confining, annoying 

restrictions which bureaucracy (which Spencer called the 

coming slavery) imposed upon men. 

Government, to Ilordau, was to be like a traffic 

officer--to keep the traffic moving, not to ihterfere with 

traffic; to keep the traffic of the human soul moving and not 

to interfere and inject itself into the lives of individual 

men. That is a condition to which ~e are coming in the 
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today. There is a passion tor government 

interference; there 1s a passion for Jaw-making; there is a 

passion tor petty regulations, that slowly but surely. even 

if unoonsoiouely, is deliberately oircwneoribing, ultinately 

destroying, the elemental hmnan rights hioh men ought to 

enjoy in a demooratio government. And Bordau forty J9ars 

ago foresaw it • 

llordau speaks of the economic lie. He speaks of 

the inequalities hich bring so muoh of misery and unhappi

ness into the world; he speaks of hat the oi ty life has done 

tor men. Our civilization today is an urban civilization, 

a · o1 ty life o1. vilization; and the city lite has created a 
. 

age-earning class; our factory systsn has created a class 

dependent not upon the soil, not upon something hich they 

oomnend, not upon somethilig real nd constant, but upon a 

shifting. uncerta;ln job; and that has brought 1JDcertaunty 

and instabilit7 into the lives of the orkingmen. 

llordau is not a oommunist; llor_dau. exposes the folly 

of oonuuniem. Be saJB the love of property and the influ-

enoe of property is f'unclamental, even as the infiuenoe ot 

sex in the 1'nman race, and it is one of the essential things 

in c1Y1lization; but a nan is entitled to his propert7. the 

things he owns and the things he has achie-.ed, and he is 

entitled to the use of that propert7, and he is entitled ao 

to protect his oftapring that in their earl7 19ars the7 

uld be ~17 provided for. But no man has a social right, 

olaima Dr. Borclau, to bequeath a fortune which aooie'tJ' ha■ 



helped to make to his offspring, to be handed down through 

generations, thereby corrupting succeeding generations 

through idleness and the lack of the need of work; thereby 

creating an idle, parasitic, lazy class in civilization; 

thereby creating men who live for luxury and not for pro

ductiveness. 

nd Uordau believes that the only cure of all 

economic ailments can be effected through the abolition of 

inheritance. He says that is not radical; in England they 

have had a law for hundreds of years that oniy the first 

born inherits his father's wealth; all others are dis

inherited. He says, nr i!lant to apply that same law even 

to the first born." And he has a prophetic warning at the 

close of his chapter on the economic lie, and as I read it 

anew, I knew the man spoke forty years ago as a prophet spoke. 

He said: "Gr eat ca ta.strophes are looming up 

on the field of political economy and it will not be possible 

to ignore them much longer. As long as the masses were 

religious, they could be consoled for their wretchedness on 

earth by promises of unlimited bliss in the .future. But 

today they are becoming more enlightened and the number of 

those patient sufferers is daily growing less who find in the 

Host a satisfactory substitute for their dinner and accept 

the priests' order on the place waiting for them in paradise 

with as much pleasure as if it were some good terrestrial 

farm of which they could ta.lee immediate possession. The 

poor count their numbers and those of the rich and realize 
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that they are constantly growing more numerous and stronger 

than the latter. Jhey examine the sources of wealth and 

they find that speculating, plunderj_ng and inheriting have no 

more rational justification for existing than robbery and 

theft, and yet the latter are prosecuted by the laws. The 

increasing disinheritance of the masses by their deprivation 

of land and by the increasing accumulations of property in 

the hands of a few, vdll make the economic wrongs more and 

more intolerable. The moment that the millions acquire in 

addition to their hunger, a knowledge of the remote causes to 

which it is due, they will remove and overthrow all obstacles 

that stand between them and the right of satisfying their 

appetite. Hunger is one of the few elementary forces which 

neither threats nor persuasion can permanently control. Hence 

it is the po er which will probably raze the present structure 

of society level with the ground, in spite of its foundations 

of superstition and selfishness--a task beyond the power of 

philosophy alone." 

Do you see Russia in all this? That was Uordau' s 

first thesis--we are living a lie. ~nd his second thesis was 

this, that our present day art and our present day literature 

give evidence of this fact: that we are degenerating. Nordau 

says that there is growing evidence everywhere about us, 

especially in our art, and especially in our present day 

literature, of decadence, of degeneracy; the type of degenera

cy that characterizes the criminal degenerate--a physical, 

paychio degeneracy. 
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Nordau applies the science of psychiatry and 

psychology to art and literature and finds that they are 

rotten to the core, that they are suffering from a malady, 

and that malady is simply this: that our civilization today 

is so involved, that our civilization today is so cluttered 

up, that it has exerted too much of a strain upon the nervous 

system of the human race. 1Je cannot bear the burden of 
• 

civilization because we have not cleared the ground for a 

healthy, normal civilization. e have speeded up 

life; we have put tremendous mechanical forces at work 

in the world producing things and things and things! But 

our emotions have not kept pace with our intellect. Emotion

ally we . are still five hundred or a thousand or five thousand 

years in antiquity; intellectually, echanically, scientific

ally, we are living at a brealmeck speed, and this incon

gruity, this rift, is telling upon the nervous system of 

the human race. It is breaking it, it is demoralizing it, 

it is making for degeneracy! 

And he talks of Tolstoi and Ibsen and Brandea and 

Swinburne and Nietzsche, and shows, rightly or wrongly--I am 

not defending his thesis now--the riting of these men, their 

style, their teaching, their points of view, are that of a 

degenerate criminal, of men who have lost their hold upon 

reality, of men who have lost the restraint and the 

discipline of real oulture and real civilization, of men who 

are drifting aimlessly because they oannot control.their 

emotions, even as a nervous person oannot control hie muscles. 



He speaks of the so-called modernists, the so-

called realists, and all the filth that has come into modern 

day literature, which is exalted as being evidence of the 

emancipation of the human soul from the shackles of conven

tion. He says that is a lie, they are not evidences of 

emancipation; they are evidences of enslavement to all that 

is corrupt in the body politic. And like a prophet of old, 

with that model passion of Isaiah, he calls on sane, healthy, 

normal human beings to organize and stamp that snake to 

death which is poisoning the whole system; and for six 

hundred pages he diagnoses, with the close reasoning of a 

mathematician and the close analysis of a physician, the 

maladies of the present day; and he concludes his great work 

with this tremendously powerful paragraph. 

He says: "Je in particuls.r, who have made it our 

life's task to combat antiquated superstition, to spread 

enlightenment,to demolish historical ruins and remove their 

rubbish, to defend the freedom of the individual against 

State oppression and the mechanical routine of the Philistine; 

we must resolutely set ourselves in opposition to the 

miserable mongers who seize upon our dearest watchwords, with 

which to entrap the innocent. The 'freedom' and 'modernity', 

the 'progress• and 'truth,' of these fellows are not ours. 

re have nothing in corr.mon with them. rf'ney wish for self-

indulgence; we wish for work. They wish to drown conscious-

ness in the unconscious; we wish to strengthen and enrich 

consciousness. They wish for evasive ideation and babble; 
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we wish for attention, observation, and knowledge. The 

criterion by which true moderns may be recognised and dis

tinguished from im~ostors calling themselves moderns may be 

this: .lhoever preaches absence of discipline is an enemy of 

progress; and whoever worships his 'I' is an enemy to society. 

Society has for its first premise, neighborly love and 

capacity for self-sacrifice; and progress is the effect o~ 

an ever more rigorous subjugation of the beast in man, of an 

ever tenser self-restraint, an ever keener sense of duty and 

responsibility. :l.1he emancipation for whi h we are striving 

~s of the judgment, not of the appetites. In the profoundly 

penetrating words of Scripture, 'Think not that I am come to 

destroy the law, or the prophets; I m not come to destroy, 

but to fulfi 11. '" 

nd that is why I speak of Dr. .ax Uordau as the 

true orthodox. He is not a preacher who has come to denude 

and destroy the very moral found ti ons of our s JStem; he is the 

man ·~ho has come to preserve, but to pr es8rve not the sham, 

not the externalities, but to preserve the foundation, the 

he rt, the soundness of our moral law; and in that he is one 

with all the seers and. the prophets of the human race. 

nd he is an optimist, an extreme optimist. He 

bolieved in the regeneration of society even as he saw its 

degeneration; he believed that there is in this vast cosmic 

scheme an urge, a vital urge, which las canst :ntly evolving 

new and higher forms, and which was driving man, if m n would 

not estop it, let and hindeti it, to higher levels of purer air. 
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nd Nordau asks for a clearing of the jungle so 

as to permit this cleant fine, wholesome spirit which is 

urging, driving, propelling in the soul of an, to bo given 

free expression . 

That is Nordau, the thinker--a modern prophet in 

every sense of the word. A word about Nordau, the Jew, and 

I shall be through. Nordau was a Zionist; Nordau vas a 

Nationalist; Dordau believed in the regeneration of Israel 

as a people upon Israel's ancient soil in Palestine. There 

was no compromise in his position; it was to him a dogma, a 

creed--even as he did not believe in dogmas and creeds in 

anything else. Nordau became the champion and the spokesman 

• of this great renaissance of Israel. 

Nordau hated the sham and the hypocrisy of Jews . 

Nordau hated the Jew who denies himself, because that, to him, 

showod lack of character, which makes for degeneration. 

Nordau h2ted what he calls the lu~tme~sch, the materialistic 

Jew, who was losing his soul in the obesity of wealth, who 

was corrupting himself through the gifts bestowed upon him 

by his emancipation. 

Nordau called with a clarion voice for an 

enlightened, proud, purposeful Jewry the world over. He knew 

the tragedy of Jevri sh li£e. He witnessed the :pogroms of 1882; 

he witnessed the Dreyfus aff ir; he knew the condition of 

eight millions of Jews in Eastern Eu.rope. He called the 

luftmensch the "men of the air, ''--men who had no solid 

foundation upon whioh to stand. He knew their tragedy and 
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he knew their needs; he loved his people and he returned to 

them from the glittering civilization of ~astern Europe, and 

from the academies and the universities, from the life and 

light and sweetness of French civilization; he went back to 

the bleakness and the gloom and the poverty and the misery 

of his own people; he returned to help them, and it is no 

wonder that, after years of service, when he died universal 

Israel stood by his open grave and mourned the passing of a 

prophet and the passing of a :Maccabee . 

..... o--
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DR. MAX NORDAU ; -= :; -

Sermon, The Temple, February 
18, 1923 

On the twenty-second day of January, 1923, there died in the city of Paris, 

in comparative poverty though not in obscurity, a man who is destined to live long 
~ 

in the ~rateful memory of his own people and that of the entire world - Dr. Max Nordau. 
/V1 

In the death of Dr. Nordau there passed away a prophet who sumnoned men and 
in 

nations to repent nee, and warned them of impending doom; a~his death there passed 

' away a champion of Israel, a staunch defender of his people - a modern Maccabee, who 
/V\ 

heralded
1

.t:an labored for
1

the rebirth of his people. 

Dr. Max Nordau belonged to the giant spirits of the human race. In him 
TV - a brilliant mentality, an encyclopedic mind, a 1 guistic gift, a literary endow• __.,,, 

ment, a brfil iant wt t,~ a courtly 
~ 

manner were wedded to a high moral passion aad a fine 
I 

idealW'; and vast courage. 

I call him an iconoclast. Perhaps I should call him a prophetic iconoclast. 
r,' 

He shattered idols - which seems to be the task providentLally assigned to all the outJ 
Y' _,/ 

standing prophe.ts of the human race, and trore especially to the prophets of Israel from 

the days of 

and yet not 

Abraham to this day. He shattered these idols furiously and in high passion, 
I lV 

wi~fully no~ petulantly. 

Dr. Nordau•s intellect was not a destructive 



/ 

I 
intellect; he wa s not Herel :r c.. r01)cl, a disgrunt led , d · s~ 

'--"" 

contented, fretfu l pers0na.:i, • t1,1 J rm r ag ing and storr,1ing 

against all the social values an all t;h e soci al conventions 

and all the institutions of mankind. . He was not a "bull in 
C 

1iM china shop"; he was a prophet ; he knew that t he mission of 
~ 

the prophet was as J er emi ah concei ved of i ;;i-" f irst , to 

break and to shatter an d to destr oy the old, and then to 

rebuild and to replat•, 

He shattered t>nse ido l s because he wi shed t o 
vaJu.,e5. 

enthrone true ii it He hnt ed above all sh am and frauQ and 

hypocrisy, whether • the sham and the fr aud of an cient 

institutions and anci 0nt · moverr:.onts , or t he sham and the fraud 

of new institutions and new n ovements . He hated the 

hypocrisy of monarchy 

democracy. -All t hat 

oven as h _1~ ted t he hypocriSJ o:f 
,,,J{f 

gli t t ered Athat was not real, all that 

was pretense, all that \.Vas f r aud, all that r1as not r elevant 
01t,i/J 

to a :fundamental, underl yi ng truth ,Athat di d not emanate from 
. 

something that was essenti ally r eal and sound and sane and 
• // 

moral--that Ho1'"dau hated and vi ciously, bit t erly attacked . 
{Vl 

But just a s he uas an i conoclast he ulso VJas a 

builder. The dynamic s of his sou l ,:Jere not ey..hausted in 

destru.oti veness; he had much l eft for constructive v1o r k . He 
~ 

was the physician--as i n ver J t1 .. uth by profession he ·:;as a 
,; I), 

physician he diagnosed the malady without any r eference to 

the likes and the di s like s and the ·prejudices of the patient ; 

and once having diagnos ed the mal ady he proceeded t o suge;est 

~ t •· ~ the cure, if a cu2·e ,.~ possible. 



-· 
He was a builder, and a very orthodox ono. People 

Yer t'n 
are prone to thinlr: of Hordau as a radical . -.-A the r10 ern 

or 
connotation at:d::.a:••=:iiaa•--• the term, llordau was M-

orthodo5 i r i 1 mi a,. c,.; he based his vier;s on those 

ancient foundations of the ancient vdsdom upon which the 
hatl 

prophets of antiquit~based their convictions. And Dr. 

Uordau shared the prophet rs fate, and more e·sp ecially the 

fate of a Jewish prophet; ho was persecuted during his life 

time. All these groups and classes and ind.i viduals :Jhom he 

so vehemently attacked and ruthlessly exposed turned against 

him and embittered his life. is life ··nis passed in storm 
l11 near tra1,.ed1/-

and in struggle, and it ended s k I •• sg il 3 z•-~.,.~ 

Dr. Nord~u, though an Au trian subject, lived in 

France for over thirty years. 

sweet temperament and the mellov, 
A-Fter -the w4..r of 1g70,) he 
~ 1 , ~ ~aenounced the _ 

He lov d France; he loved the 

culture of France. 1i •s-- -
ve r1a. / ,'iy of 

• ~Gcrr..~n;r 

-----in taking Alsace-Lorraine from Frunce. 
world_ 

But during t heJf ·1ur 

ail 3 

WA9m 

8 ... , a ii 
hacl 

NordauAa ttacked 

Ji£] ,t these reactionary elements 

turned against him, and, influential 

as they were in the circles of the go ernment, they s c~eodo 

in having Dr. Nordau humiliated. First~ he nas imprisoned, 

•••~exiled, and '!ihon his property, the o.ccumula-
/ 

tions of a life time, the little bit that he had gat.erod 
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~ 

to·gether~ping to leave it to his '1if e and his daugl1ter, 

was confi"scated by tho French go ernment and up to th.is da- , h~ 
been 

not _. returned; am Dr . Ilord .... u eil..rperienced the tra.ged- of 

!-
-----♦-------
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the tlandoring Jev, in tho twil • rr t hours of his life., ~if! • 

111 /Jar1 1 
die~n a little ro o'•1 on t.r~c fifth :floor of a hum le d·: llin'"'·-

.~, h I a poor ffi~n but not an obscure nor u forgotten 

man. 
(L 

Dr. Max I or dau was Jev; in yet another sense. he v1 s 
\ 

the child of two cultures and t "O civilizations, v1hic , in a 

sense, is the tragedy of Jewish life. He \1as born of 

orthodox Jewish par ents . His futher was a rabbi, und i~ the 

early days of his life he ;as imbued and saturated ,ith -ne 

spirit of orthodox Jewry , with all its ro m~nce and all its 
• -..... _ 

poetry, and the learning of his people and. then nd 

in manhood he went out into the ,,orld , entered the universi 

ties of Europe and ca,:, e in contact vli ... Gh a ne··1 civilization 

and a new culture and a ne ·1 environ"!1 nt, totully different 

from, and in many ways -hostile to, th t civilization i n v1hi ch 

he was reared as a child• ,and hO=tz1lca. and _b.e struggled 
::;. j/ 

throughout his days to effect ( a.s so many of ~ tr:r to do) 

a synthesis of these tv;o cultures and these t ·10 ci .. ,ilizations. 

So :~aA1i there is much that is almo...,t anomalous, much thwt is 

difficult to understand , muon that is contradictory , 

appa.ren tly, in the life of :rorduu. f 
For example: i orduu was an irreligious man; 1ro rdeu 

an anti - religious man ; :-o::-a. u denied God, 1rordnu denied 

soul] Nordau denied i .mortu_i t .. , u or d u scoffed at 

religious customs and religious practices; ffl¼4 ,hen he died 

a talis was wrapped about nis body, and the ~ ddish was 

pronounced by the Chief Rab1)i of Jronce at his grave)at hi 

-~ . 
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request. 

Nor dau v:as an int erna ti onalist, as so many of o 1r 

brilliant minds were during Ji;l1e past generation in Europe . 

He was a cosmopolitan. His ideal was, as he called it, the 

solidarity of the human race. He hated national chauvinism, 

and he hated.---_. the spirit of nationalism, v1hic led to 

national prejudices and hn.te and rivalries and \'mr. e , ·s a 

broad, free, untrammeled spirit, a citizen of the wor1d; ~.nd 

yet Nordau was the founder o the Zionist movement, toeether 

with Dr. Theodore Herzl. Uordau became t11e eloquent 

spokesman of Jewish 

Jewish .ationalist. 

ti onalism; and Horda.u v1as a passiona. te 

~ 

Very strange--nearly anom~lous; very contr~dictory; 
/v 

a.nd yet very human, isn't it? For , after all, free as the 

spirit o:f' man might v1ish to roam,., ana., in the oa::-ly a.:...ys of 

our youth, does roam, after a while our wings become tired 
, I 

• D.nd we !Vould like to ha.v e :.1 place up0n- e ean 1±~~-

We can speak of the human race and the 

solidarity o:f the human race and tho love of our fellov1 1en 't 

but, after all, there is the pull ancl the tug of ou1-- ov1n , oar 

own people, flesh o:f our flesh 1.;d bone of our bone; rJho know 

us, who understand us, who can s;ympathize; and that tug o.nd 

that pull brought Nordau bacK to his people. 

Andl after all, a man may have nn intellect that 

is a~solutely emancipated from all religious conven.,~ion and 

from all religious conviction, and yet ·the longing soul 

remains unsatisfied and hungry and thirsty. A starved soul 

--------

-----



cannot be fed by a br:lli~nt · ntcllect, and ·ordnu cr~7ed ~o 

the poetry and the beauty "1 d tho romanticism and the "'OUl 

food of his youth, EU d in h 'o later 
-( 

lif~~c~me back to them. 

I want to sneak J. is morning of Dr. I ordau I., 

I 
.aa.. the thinker, the phil€Jsophcr; the n:a.n 1hose voice shoo ~ 

Europe and startled the peoples of the earth; end then of 

ordau the Jew. 

Dr. Norduu 1 s philoso hy is embodied in a trilo y 
~ 

of books--the first, A'conventionel :es of our ivilizution 
(V\ -- ::: 

publ~shed in 1883; tho secon 
1
~ aradoxes publisnod 

two years later; and the third, :>egeneration, published 

in 1893. 

There are tTio main theses in the thought of 

Dr . Nordau, and only tv10 ; and to o:q)r es s these tuo fundam01r•· ,..~1 

convictions and to call dramatic~ll t e attention 01 the 
-t,il~}I •. 

world to all their i mplications, J;.or~au wrote t_ is •" e tf! 

His first thesis v,as this: that om~ prescnt-:::day ci •viliza'ti • on 

is crumblin cru .1bling like the civilization of the uncien-1; 

Romru1s bcfo re the invasion o the barbarians, and c u blin"" 

because of an all-pervading, destr cti ve pcssiwism, \(rich 
fi'\ 

-1111&iiami&a is evidenced in all departr.1ents of life--in 
fV\ 

1 
in literature, in philosophy, in religion, ~ p0ssi.1ism 

was ca.used by tl • I! one fact: t·1at there is toda a rift, a 

discrepancy, an incongrui t bet ·;e n the things '✓ e do nd. t _c 

things we believe in; bet1een tho institutions in 1hic~ we 

live and our opinions concerning these ins titutions. 

is this tragic disharmony bet~ecn theory and proctice in e~e~y 
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department, in every sphere of civilization today. In other words, says Dr. Nordau, -' 

we liveJconsistently a lie. 

We no longer believe in the things which we do out of habit, out of con~ 

venience, and because of compulsion; we no longer believe in the basis of our reli ~ious 
Ii tc.- I 

life; we no longer believe in the basis of our economic t JQ)we no longer believe in 

the basis of our social life. And yet we keep on living these things as though their 

bases were still true and as though we still believed in them. Dr. Nordau says: 

This is the tra~ic side of our contemporaneous civilization, that 
the ancient institutions have no longer the courage and self: 
confidence to mai·ntain their positions before mankind, in the stiff and 
unyielding forms in which alone they are true to logic and history, 
repeating the Jesuits• mbtto: "As we are or not at alt.•• They attempt 
an impossible compromise between their premises and the convictions 
of trodern times; they make concessions to the latter, and allow 
themselves to be penetrated by intellectual elements, foreign to 
their constitution, and sure to disintegrate it. The new ideas to 
which they are trying to conform themselves are in direct opposition 
to every one of their fundamental principles, so that they resemble 
a book containing on the same page some ancient fable with footnotes 
criticising, ridiculing1 and abusing it in every possible way. In 
this shape these institutions, denying and parodying their true 
character, seem objects of ridicule and scorn to cultivated minds, 
and even to the uncultivated, sources of annoyance and painful 
perplexity. 

The present era of science, claims Nordau, has destroyed man's faith in 

these institutions; and yet these institutions continue. With what result? With , 

the result that character is destroyed. What is character? Character ts an integra-
certain 

tion, a unity of self; character is brought bou an individual possess-.,)-1•£-..-

simple, dominant convictions which are true to him, which are sufficient to guide and 

influence and determine him. A man has character when he has what we call principle; 

when he has in his life a unified, harmonizing, ingrowing conviction. 

Today in European civilization convictions have been destroyed; faith has 

been undermined; character has been destroyed. And where there is no character, says 

Dr. Nordau, degeneration nrust set in, as it is setting in (so he claims) to destroy 

civilization. 

He ~oes into detail to prove his thesis. On these conventienal lies of our 

civi 1 tzation h 
Md ~r,s......_r__,,,.-r .... 

five chapters: one called "The lie of religio "• another "'Mle lie of = 

"The matrimonial !le." 
::;.. 

-
£°lltical _!ie", the fourth "The _!conomic }ie'Ct and the fifth 



•Path • gf these five, his first chapter, "The !ie of !eii~ion", is/\ 
least const,.;';ctive and the least helpful to us today. Per aps in 1RR3, when 

3 the book was written, thore :1::is onou0 h C dynamite in this • V 6 
£,. 

chapter to~ set mrn to thinking, to 

But as we read it today, the chapter seems 
- l'"'i'°' rather nai vc 

/"'.1 

perhaps we might say antiquated. Hordo.u lived dm inc tile 

period when the theory of evolution had first burst upon 
a P11 

. 

mankind 11 t J i J I 1 $ had not yet been understood in its 

deeper significance. '
1
} e theory of e v o 1 u ti on -l 7 ill Q 

was accepted as dogma it' Jtn It I t Ca l j.'.ts implict.. ti ons 

were clea: nature was ruled by blind, unchanging forces, 

controlled by constant and unyielding laws; nature ·,as ' not" 

possessed of a 1ill pouer 
ntriu ral 

I 

111 ner 
or u~ intelligcnce_;:if--•t•tt•· ~~ 

lav1f, dethroned God, dethroned the soul, de-'-h oned 

religion. 
-' -

J Nordau accepted all these naive a:m!. early 

conceptions concerning the theory of evolution. He calls 

religion 'a physical relic of the c.ildhood of the hm:~an 

race. " At best it is a fu.11cti onal ·:1e~kness of .an1:ind . 

Religion is based on fear; God is the creation of thnt tenden

cy in man to anthro onorphize, to pl0ce~~~n•t~?~Z•1~•■z~.~1•1 

conscious will power, a somebody, back of every n~tural 

phenomenone lhe soul is an illusion; immortality is ~orely 

a.n 8}.."J)ression of ma.n's disinclinution to die, of mnn 's 

inability to conceive of J ,fJ/5 
J ennihi la.tion; reli ion 

figment of man 's imagination . 

is a 

... Norda presents e. religion of hith;•' 

• In p_ace of God the ideal ofAsolidnrit of 

the human race; in place o.n the church the lecture hall and 

--
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assembly room' an d in p:i..~ __,c of the ritual, the ballot . 

Nordau ~ as even more ve.i o. __ e. c .:.. his denuncio/cion of relig.:.ous 

forms than of the content of religion: 

\ re 
•lt~ious; he,e is I can understand why ome people are 

a sentimental yearnin~ for it. Well 
people today to helieve in reli~lous 
ceremonies, tn churches, in rituals, 
and dogmas, that is a lie: a livin~ 

and ~ood. ~ut for 
forms and in reli~ious 
in a ~ible, in priests 
lie. 

;'\ 

i1fJ Ii; 1 I ts a isg 11 I 6 II 

• 
tyl, , \>. 

He had a ~ery w~ng estimate of the ibl, did 

Dr. Nordau) t "/I recanted in later life. He said : 'Pho 

morality of the Bible is revolting; th e concept of the 

universe in the Bible is childish; its literature, its second~ 

rate ceremonies, are coarse; thci. or i gin is in bnrbarism; 

they are Asiatic or Af~ican. 

people today. n 

71~~ huve no meanin" for 

Of course it is too late in the day to bcg ·n a 

refutation of these contentions. Suffice it to say th-t ue 

know now th4t the theory of evolution, at least , docs not 

dethrone God; that science does not prove the non-existence 

of God or of the human soul ; t 10.t it does not deny i~~10: .. tc.li t., . 

Suffice it to say that we 1mo ,, no v that the lecture hall con 
nor o- v replace. 

never take the place of the church, 5 f the ballot bo:: rRht:11 
·, cl, rch, / 

elnn: ch- ritual Suffice it no ·i to say that tno origin of 

things does not deter ine the value of things . Jec[.usc a 

ceremony was begun ten thousand Jrcars a.go in the ju.viglc life 

and in the jungle instincts and in the jungle needs of t'1c 

human race, it does no~ necessarily follow t hat th t corer on.,. 



or that practice or that Tite or thUt custom no longer hus 

value and relevancy for us toda· . 

It is not ·hnt ~ the beginning~ o~ a 

thing are; it is r1h ... t the thing its elf ,eans for us--ho ·: it 
~ 

reaches our soul, hoi it touches the Ainsprings of ou 

emotions, wrat function it hus in our lifet( You right 

as well look with disfavor and contempt upon a s ._:phony of 

Beethoven because, forsooth, music began vii th the boo. ting of 

a tom-tom in some hut or cave of 2 _ rimi ti ve. g J 12 . You 

" might / hold Shakespeare in cont e~pt because, forsooth, 

literature began in somethythn:ic sin~song of a oattl0 

hymn of savages; you mig t l~ok • i th contempt upon a 

u..,re 
magnificent c?,thedral bee ·use the first architect a • of Jc}:e 

human race were miserable hut; 0£ ree sand rushes an~ 
~ av 

It is not~ at the be0 inning of a thin - ~ that 

counts: it is what 'it has come to e. And civilization is 

just this: the real interpretat ion ~hich every age puts ~ )on 

things whl.ch someho·;; seem to be, in their esaenco at le8st, 

eternal . . 

:i'h_ere 

in Dr. Nordau's 

is no-'; "t•ery .. uch, I 

attitude and opinion 
·I 

·JJ} 
, t hat is constructive 

concerning relie;io1;, o.nd. 

I fear me that he meN felt that in his declining yoa:s. 
"--r :ff,

thore is much more of neat in his second chapter on t he ~c 
c.. If ! 

of ! onarchy and ari stocra~y. ~here all ~ brilli~nt :it 

of lordau (which I had t_ e cood fortune i scei!i" in action 
µ l 1 J-v 

in Londoni, all his gift of satire, is 

destructive satire, comes into play. And that chapter non 



-..,, 

I • 

for him the undying hostilitr. of ~11 these classes . 

Of course ic i_atcs monarchy, but, e su ... s, u.bsol1.,c 

monarchy is a logical t_ing; constitutionul .mon~rchy is a 

lie. Absolute monarch is br, '-"ca on the theory of the cli .. ine 

of 
I , 

right 

have 
. /1 

• a ~~~~~w- co 1 sion given by • i it ~, 

~ ought to believe in absolute monarchy,•---•111,.;~ 

tj979] 1 t 1:!here people insist upon loyalty to u 

constitution and at the s' . e ti~e -iil&l&•s•t u9on loyal~y to a 

mon~rchy , t n ere is that conflic) 

gruity, and there is that rift, says 

there is th~t incon-

~o:rdau , 111ich i 

a: l id Ii makes for a living 1 • e in our civilization. 

He was not a ranting de~ ocrat . 
~ 

If tLe_◄ e is any 
"-" 

thing true about Iord~u ·tis t·at he was en uris t oc a 

in the fine st sense o:: the ,;;ox) not only in his ljo[!ri g t:u c1 

in his courtly manner and in hi.., speech , but 
~l _s 

13 I L i~thinking . ) 

!lor dau did not belicv o in human equality. He sc.id 

that, too, is one of the conventional lies cJ cs± st 12 • @~ if 

,,, J!l t:8 bl 

Fraternity? 

[...Ill!! of dc1ocrutic ci7ilization . Libcrt:r? 

Yes. Huture is ag<:;. · no t 

It is an intellectual ~iction. ~he struggle for exist ence 

denies equality; our \J}1ole pro~-rcss in ci i7iliz tj on dor, C! ~3 
~ 

I 
upon leaders--the le~dership of the fevJ except ionnl, gif ted 

(V\ 

lity hiel't we o 

Republicanism, he s~id, is n good thing, but ~c 

not be captivated by ~.ords ..... nd slogans and cn.tch hr~scs. 

. "" l •,1 • 



------
:. ust • C 

founded upon a n1 .. be· :poli ti cnl and o-'cher 

institutions, ent i cly ~if~orent from th os e exi sting at 

present." 

has no.,; :;et been cl c1.1~ccl :fo_" .... rcql rep blic. !r ·.s lon 0,... ..... 

.Jurope continues to li ·e i_ itu n:1 escnt for m of civiliz ..... ;ion, 

a republic is a cor..t;_ .... • c t::. 11 en,: un un\1or t hy p _a :.1;,on ;wrns. 

A simple political . 1·ovolution , ·.,hich ·1o uld turn an- one o---

the existing monarc 1.:.0s o:: =-:u.ro ... e in~o ~ :rep 1blic, ·10 ·lcl be 

. 
mer ely imi t a. ting the acts of tLo a:_ ostles Jc o tho ie2.thc 1 

pagans from th eir fulae fo~Lls o: Tiorship , by si _ly g:~in 

t l eir gods, fes t i v~1lE: ....... d c~re 10:i.1ies C 1ristia ... 1 n~ .. cs. 11 

lir.1i ted to pasting u "on ~: o sho~.-~"Jcr:.1, unsalable goo 

of ne ·, labels, ·:hic .1.1 r: . ,,1 dccci vc tb.c pco11l o into t i ~i:1g "· 

new stock of goods 3.( -)c o ... procured . • r epublic is "';Le 

last link of a long chcin o.: develop:nc . .lt . I t is tho f r.. O-

government in which t e tde~l of self- go erru.cnt fin~~ r e 1·-

za.tion--the suprc .... 0 .:. o·.·c 
/V'-

•r ::i,Iir:g ultir:m.t el, in ".,no ·;hole 

:people and direc t l y 0::-:c:-:.·c~. u.... e 1. ~his fo m of G vcrn 
'---""""" 

ment, if it is organ i call gen ••. e , !1 nd not __ er c y ~,.11 nu 

incompatible vi th hc:rctl.i tt.ry pri vi l cges and clistinct · on~, ·:- th 

the enormous influence •;iel dcd b a ccu:r.: lutions o c· i •• 

-- -



and monopolies, vr· th t1~ o of ~n army of office hol, c:s 

and with any rest rictio1c tot o :frco liber~ of t}:ou . .,_ 
' v , 

speech and action of tile [Tend r-.~.:1ses of t h e neoulc . .. -

• leave the organiz at i on 0 .. -'- 1 e S '· ' e - ... tJ.,_.._ V s it i s , and .. or l y to 

change the name of the govern. e_Jt from a on' r ch-r to a 

republic, is li.Ke the Y✓ e- 1-kno ·1n tri 0k of the public}::.ers v:bo 

manage t o smuggle fo~bid en ·:orks into anothe r cou.ntr. , by 

substituting for t1::. c tit le - p2g0 ano ·chcr, ta :en from 80 .. 0 

innocent fairy- tale o~ pra~er- book . '.' a. t \:as the t' lia.n 

republic of 1848, or the Sj)S.nis~'l republi c of 1868 , ..... nd ·:; 1 ..... -t is 

the French republic o· 12'7 . bu~ -r-:onarchi es vii th their tl..ro; e s 

standing vacant for a while, r:: nnrch i c s par ucline; under t i: e 

mask of republica ni <:'<jl. " 

I said t hat rord~ u ·1 s ... n ari stocrat . 

believed in hered i tary aristocr • he be li eved -'n f a "li es 
' 

of aristo cratic bee.ri ng and c lturo and prestige, .:.n ·::1::.c· .. 

the trust of a_istocr .... cy , • .e p ... odt,o o_ ri s ., c_ .. :-:;y, 

the promise of ari st ocrac~ ·:as h:...nded do ··n from go 10_ a-'cio to 

~ 
e believed i n ~h"t k i nd of a ri st ocracy--thnt it 

f'/\ 

kes for finer bodies c.ncl finer so ls, t ha -'i; i t ~i.- ~:c:::: .:o 
our 

character . But t he ar i oto crac;,,- of t oday 1lill nob·" li-':-... , h G 

says • A is sham , bi is an antLropological fa':::e , l'l.S h-

calls it . 

aristos, they are not "'chc bcs.,i; , the-... ar e no t the 1ost 

capable, they are not tne uost her oic, t he ere not th. 

standa.rd=bearers; t· oy , o nov excel in oo , tr. c y do no· 

excel in character. rnhn t is :patent aristocra cy , that .:.,... 



... 

-

aristocracy ~ de by ,~tc_ u , by to,~ 
\t 

o~ n . onu.rc o:. a 
--thel.t 

king; th tis aristocr· cy .~.le b-- l'Jealth, and ii f is 2- ic. 

There should be o.n uri ~ocracy, bu"!;l..~ 

condHion; nnr.iol. , t~a t • ro,.i:;;in •■9111-should exist on one 
~d. 

the '""ristos n 1 I 1 g ...,.,elcome• ir to true to the tradition of , 
l(S 

th s r ranks e?eryone ~~o e idenced exceptional nbilit7 of " /":""\ • I 
character and mind und soul--an ~.ristocracy th ... t a.sBUI .• os 

M 
burden and the repponsibili ty o~ Clle loadership • ..is .. f•t•J•--•?■1111. 

I 

That is the kind of aristocrac ✓ he believed in. 

Nordau speaks of tLe political lie. :e hated. 

government interference; 
("' 

8Aie~ei Eble ie taxation, 
/\ 

he :~a ted the inequalities ~- } .. ic:i 

whe· e the poor man is ta-:1[f,-1/(t'e 
110 /1) I YI a./1 L/ p I \ 

the rich man is tnxe~ Rd hated the ideu o:r 

representative goverm.ent u1ich is not representative. 

was not an anarchist; he believe in overnment:-- C 

"You cannot get three people toret er but v;hat, b eforo lo.in-, 

there will be a certain set of rceul~tions o a cer·:cntr:• o:f 

mutual sub.ordination for a conmon purpose, ·1hic11 is 2 o ,a_n 
'-' 

men t." But he believed in a s.:mplificd goverIT1.cnt; he did. 

not believe in all the cluttering, confining, a~noying 

restrictions which bureaucr cy (which Spencer called the 

coming slavery) imposed upon nen . 
.s 

~ 
Government , 4;e. I. o_ d" ~~ """"="'"....., li.::e a trs.f::i c 

' officer-..-to keep the traffic rroving, not to ihterf ere •;ith 
/"' 

traffic; to keep tho tr ific of ·the human soul mo~in ~nd no~ 

to interfere and inject itself into the lives of individu~l 

men. That is a condition to ,hich ·re are coming in t~.c 

-... 



Ul'!ited States her 

int er:r r ence ; th Ec. .. o .:. . 

passion for petty 

ootroy • a the ele.~0 •ii 

iordau 

ne ss .:.nto the rmrle.; :_b 

men . 

dependent not upon the 

.shiftin , uncert 

Nordau is not 
-\ 

of ~ommu..,i sm. -
ence of property 

se...,. in the human r ce , a;. .. i• .. 

in civilizatio 

ci ... C"'J .. scribing 
I 

• 1 • 0 CO!'.l0::1· '3 10 • R 

.Jl urba.t .. 

broucht 

I • 

c;c 

... 

ifo }1 .. 0 

e · n a the irfl ~nee o. 

OY19 d t 10 ecscnt·· D-

things he or.zns and t~ c "·h • n c e 1 °.s 

enti .,\ile d to the U.':J e of tl:.a t 
.So 

..... y• .J..,., 

to p_~otoct his o "·"s ...,::.:"\;; t~~.,t ..::.... 
l 

ueul-« be aply pro 

ta2 1!&3 21 I 2 & a 7 9' t ba 

-; 

• 

'. 
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( 

.. 

helped ~to make/ 

generations 

creating an idle, parasit~c -::::-- ~---- . 

thereby creating r.:cn \'ho i 7G : -:: ... 11::ury and no Jc :..o_ 

ductiveness. 

l!ord~u belie-7cs Jti. at tho QMI~. cure o:: ... 1 o -
C ly 

economic ail ents c n be e~fectod through tho abol~t · on o_ 
-th i 

inheritance. He sa:t~ "!i},~ ~ i .... not radical 

, had a la.w for .... v..nc.rcdc o:: :3-"Bar .... that on:J_y -:;_1e fi:rst = 

born inherits his fa..,} c:r 1 s ·: ca_~} • ~11 others u:::.-e di~ -.._,,,,, 
inherited. 

to the first ]:>orn.n J:..nd Le has e.. 

close of his chapuor o~ ~he c~o· • ..:.e, 

aner.r, I knew the t1un 

~ re. __ t L 

' ----- hes ar0 loo i~ u 

on the field of J.)Oli tj_ cal oco ,lj' and it r, • 11 no'!i bo pos si b e 

to ignore them much ·1ono-e_. 1."' loni as the rr.acscs ·:ere 

religious, they co, u. be con so__ l for 'their r;retche di.ens o ... 

earth by promises o~ unl "rr.ited blius in tne .futux... . -,it 

today they arc bccomin0 .-1oro en __ ~_g:Ctenod a.r.d the nm.be · o:: 
1 

those patient suf ferers ic dail. g1·0 ·:!in leas r.· o ~.:.nr ·n -: 

Host a satisf ctor ~,u C" t . ,...., t 0"1 ' -'· l" • 
.:.., &.J - lJ ... , ...... - V ..., .......... di11.1cr .... nd accc t 

the priests' order on the p ..... nce \':aiting for hc1:1 -·.n ~.a.· 1 "'i e 

·:i th us much plcasur c .... s i: it ·:1c-...,e vO. c t:;ood tcr:tes li_ • ... 1 

farm of v1hich they co ·ld. t .... .::c i !'r.1adiute posces,.,ion. :fi ... e 

poor count their n .,.1be•" 1d thoso o~ the rich u:1a. re 

- .... 

-

, 



I • 

that they a.re const ant_j, .. -rov:in~ r.10:.0 111.110_011.s r 

than the la ttcr . ... , .J 

they find that spccu_c.ting, _lu.nclc::."ing and inhcri~·--1~ L· 10 no 

more rational jus t..i.ficn.tion :'.or a:::istin8 thu:::i 1 .. 0 bcr:y- , .. ci 

theft , and yet the latter t.rc l)::CO::ccuted by tho 1~.-i:s. l ,, ... r'\ 
·"-'· 

increasing disinheri t~.nce of "tc.o r.:nzses b,_r their dcpri vat:i.on 

of land and by the i ncreasing accuL ln.tions of property in. 

the hands of a fe~, 

more intolerable . 

. ., 1 rr: .... J. ma.Le thu eco1omic rrrongs more and 

addition to their hunger, a 1~Ylo ·:ledge of the remote cs.t so{"" to 

'Jhich it is due , t hey ·:,ill rcmo"t.t·c and ovcrthro:1 nll obsJ ("'cJ e..., 

that stand between them ~nd the r ighb of aatisfying their 

s.ppeti te . Hunger is one of t} e :for: elementary f 01 .. ces ,.-,~.-· 0h 

neither threats nor p0rsuusion c -

it is the po er , ·: • ch ·:i 11 p_ o JU ze the present :Jt::. .. u.ctu: e 

of society l evel with the ground, i spite of its foun,ationc 

of superstition and 

phi l osophy alone . 

beyond the )?01,Cl' 0 

first 
~v 

t'Ji 7 ; 

Do you 
I 

thesis --we 
4, 

see '1 • _ uss1.a 

are . ving 

rill t l . S? 

l1 lio. .:~nd his 

;.. I 3 
'-------

that our pr ~ nt=-d.ay c.rt ~.1d wt 

give e-viden c e of • fact/ t .at Je are 

-

r jl ..,.t vas 'T d .\.◄ Or nu s 

seoond t..,_10'-"'iS . . 

t !: % ~i te c.1,t;u:r e 



.. , . 

Hordau :;..ppl • cs th, sc: c: cc of psychiu t .... y c..,. 

psychology to art anu ... 

and that malady i s sim)ly t"1is : tr~u. t our c i villzu:'.;i Ol1 ",,..J _,-....., 

i s s o involved, that our civilization today is so clutto=ed 

up , t ha t it ha s exorte ·too much o:: u utrain unon t~ .. c ... noz-vo 1n 

s ys tem of the humun race . .ro cannot be~r tho bu.rd.on of 
• 

ci viliz ~tion because ·;:c hi.vc not cleared the grouncl for n. 

health y, normal civilization. 

lif e; we have put trcD0ndc is mech~Ylica 

sp ceded v.p 

forces-~ • or~:: 

~i.d•r--till•llllll£•RI producing th.:.ngs D.nc"" tbings and t :hings ! But 

our emotions have not ·::cpt pa.co ·1::.th our intellect . ~-o~io 

ally we . are s ti l_ five hundred or a thousand o::- fi 70 tho,; en d 

• t· · t • t 1 "- 1 • 1 • "· • ~ ye a r s in an i qui y ; in e eclJue:. .... y, mcc anicw_ 1 , scion ,;1_ c 

a lly, _w e are living at f br e ... :~ ed , and this icon-

gruity, this rift, is telling upon t1e nor ous s Ts te . ... of 

t he human race . It is bre :·ug it, ~tis dcmorali~in •• .J. 

..,_ v ' 

it is making. for d egeneracy! 

.-.t l+-e tal ks o:-f nolstoi u 1d Ibsen end Brardos 2.. d. 

' Swinburne a nd Nie tzsche, and sno'..S , right l y or v1ron~ly--I cm 
0' • . 

not defending his thesio no1:~-/2he :·r • ting of 

style, their teach i ng, their po:n~s of vie J 4rO 

degenera te crimi nal ~, of men '!110 hr ve lost t heir hold. ~1pon 

reality, of men ·:ho hc.vt; 1 st the :-c&"·r•!int. end the 

discipline of reul cultu:.ce '"'nd. rc~.l civilization , of men •. 'O 

are drifting aimle ssly bccau;;,e t_ OJ cannot contra _ t:_ei:r 

emotions, even a s a nervous person c~nnot con trol ,.is .usclo • 



. . 

...-

.... . .. .. 

He 

day liter ture \ILic~n is ex=tlted oc.S bci11._:: c ·iL:...cncc o:.. the 

emancipation of then r..an sO1 1 fro~.., :./.cc shackles of convo11-
ih e5-e.. 

tion . He says that is n 
I\ 

lie tl • ~re not evidence• of ) A • r 
emancipation; they ~re eviclenccf o...: ens lave 1cnt to ~11 the t 

is corrupt in the boc.1:; poli ~ic . -~nd like a propr..et o:.. 01c1.., 
-the_ a,v 

with iJ I J :I passion of~IG iah, he cl'lllton sane, l:c:...lthy , 

normal human beings to or0 c. ••• ni~e una. stnmp ;t1_ r....,... 
-tha.,-f 5/'Jah 

deathAwhich is poisoning t _o \·;:.ole s:/ste aaEt" jor six 

hundred pages he cliagnoses, ·,1i th tho clo:J0 r eusonin~ o~ a 

athematician and the close e.na Jrsis of a phJsici[:.11, "'·:he 

maladies of the pres vnt day ; und. he concludes his g_"e'"'t ·:1orJ: 

;;i th this tremenious y po·:1er:ful par~ r, ph . 

~ 'e in :partic .,_l~~, ·;:ho l~avc rn de it our 

~po~stiti on, to spread 

enlighten .1ent, to demolis_1 hinto1·ical ruins and remove th~ir 

rubbish, to defend ·he frceuo1 of the individunl ~~ainst 

St te oppression and t ...... c r:e ci1'"'r..icDl rout ine of the Phili tine; 

we must resolutely set oursel ,e,:J in cp:position to -';he 

miserable mongers ·1ho seize upon our dearest ·;atclr:o_ do. :.:... t: 

\hich to entrap the innocent. 

the ttprogressn nnd "truth, 11 of t:i1cse :fcllo·s nre no·i.; ourc 

·17e have nothing in co:-r.n on ·::i th them. :i..no.. ::ian for - .c ,.,. e ..:.. ::.. 

indulgence; we 1iEh for work . l1Ley ·1is .. to dro·:·n co ... 1,~cioui;,) 
i....,;_;, 

ness in the unconscious; ·:c v; ' sh ·'vo trengthen anc. en•·ie}1 

consciousness. The.~ ·.-r:... : .. r e7as· e ideation an b .... bble • 

-



we v1ish for a.tt 0nti n , o~)scr · ~-'.;:.r ... , 'he 

tingui shed from i m~oL ·o:u ct 1-ing whc~~el vcc moderns rn y be 
t hi : ·::ho ever pr euc 1c s v.1- ncnc e 0 .. 1 i • cip lino is ""n one. y of 
progr ess; a nd whoever ·ors:i1ir>D his I I" is an enc:-;:,.,. ~o socl 
Socie t y has for its fi::- ... t _ _.,:..1 cm.:.sc , :1oighborly love .... _d 
c apa.ci ty for sclf - sacri· ice ; a ~ progress is tho c:L:cct of 

... -

an ever more rigorous ; 1.b ··u,...a 'j • n of ~ho bea.~t in m9.n, of an 
ever tenser self-res-:irc.::.nt , s.i1 ever ~0ener sense of d~1.ty :. nd 
re sponsibilit y. :.L.1'10 cm~ncipc..tion for \"!hiJh 10 l.:.ro striv · :) 
~s of the judgment , not of ho 2ypotitcG . In tho pr o::oundly 

des t r oy the l aYJ , or t_.e prop:_e-'·a • .I t.. not co"' o to r"' cstro:-. 
but to f ulfi 11. 'n 

nd th· t i3 ., ,y I ,~ ... 

Ho is no-'.i p c ::f er :;ho h!l.s come to d n 1dc 
a nd destroy t h e v re.; r~o:r~l fem {lu "':ions of onr 

ma n vJho has come to 111· cserv ... . 

not t h e external itico , but to preserve the foundution , t_e 
he rt, the soundness of ou· s:: ; and in th· t :Le is one 
vi th all t h e seers na. tho l):ropi ots o:: the 1 umun re.cc. 

nd he i s c. .1. opt::., ist, "'l. o·,.trcme o1 tirni:;·'·. e 
b elieved in t h e regc·10:"' tion o:f c•oc:i..et~r even ~ he r;u•:; :· ··c 
deg eneratioil in this vant co«- .ic 
scheme a.n urg e, a f;e ' con...,t 1tl; 

n ev1 and h i gher forms ... ncl ·:hich d:ri ine t.n , i '.'O 1 

not fstop it 

-·-·- -

.. 



llc r ~au as~s for~ cl ~cri ng oi t_ c: n le so 

as to p err.ii t t h i s cle~n , fj_2 e ~ 

-ttrging, 

free expression. 

Io:_ d"• ~ 

every sense of t he \iord . 

t },i.n_-:er- - a no dern 
IV' 

.L , • ., _ 14 d. abou t J or d.n 

ro 

0 
.. , 

t. • 

I shall be through. l'ord.~.u •~..; a Zionis.;, u l LL ", , • 

He 
Ci... ationalistt II t J , be l ieved in the rogenerat::..011 of Is:rae_ 

as a people up on IsYac l s ~nciont coil in Pn~estine . ~~ore 

7as no compromise 
~ 

· n h i s _osit~on; it ~as .. . . 
vO .!llffi 0 

creed--oven as he did not belio,c in d.ogrr.as """nd c--ceds in 
ty\ 

anything else. 

• of t h is g;i1st renai~sance of I s::- e . 

Nord.au 1 tcd. t~10 shr.1 an~ -f;he hypoc i sy o_ J ., ·:"". /+e_ 

--tla u ii a hated tho Jo v1 i.·i.11 O cnies 

shoucd lack of char ac ter ·hie r es for dc~encr~tlon . 

rord u ha ted wh~ t }:.0 c~~lls ~he 

Je , who was lo sing h i s soul in t ... e obcsi t ~. of ~·:e2lth, .-110 

was corrupting himoe f throu ,·h t}.c gi f -'i;s bo s~o ·:cd u11O~ h::.m 

by his emancipation . 

Nord.au called. 1•1i iih c c a::-ion ·voice for an 

enlightened, proud, pu.r-poseful Jo·:;ry the ,·1o rld over . f"o :me·.· 

the tra edy of Je •;i sh l i~e . • ... o .·: · tnes~ed t he ~oc.ro .. s o.r. 8f2 • 

he vii tncssed the Dre;:rfus f:: i ..... ; he 1rne r1 t c con"'_; \i01 f 

eight millions o ... J c•·;s i n ?acter .. Euro.t e. He c'""lle • .:-he 
/"'\ 

uftmensch the ' men _ ti.e -..ir ' --men ·1ho ad no olid 

foundation upon ·1hich t o s tand. Te kne Y1 t heir tra.gcd··~ nd 

--



• 

11 

he mew their ne~ds; he loved his people und he retur1c to 

them from ·the glittering ci vilizi:.-'.;ion of •. es torn ~~uxo: o. nnd. 

from the academie ~ and the ...miversities, from the lifo :::nd. 

light and S\:Jeetnes .. of 1i1rench c:· vilizatio I ~e vrnnt bacl: to 

the bleakness and the gloom and the poverty und the .iscrJ 

of his own peopl~ e rcturJGd t o help them, and it is no 

wonder that after years of service} i.vhen he died uni vers&.l 

J Israel stood by his open 5rave and mourned the passinc of u 

, / /I. prophet and the passin0 of D. I.Taccabee . ...,._ )---
-, , ____,, 
( {) )__ 

- - -- - ------

1 ,.., 
--
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DR. MAX NO. tDAU 

At The Temple, February 18, 192,3. 



J. 
On the 22nd da o.i. .J:e,.s-t-.;oJ.th there diod in the 

city of Paris, in comparative poverty , though not in obscurit~, 

a man who is destined to live long in the grateful memory of 

his own people and t: 2.t o= the entire world--Dr. ..ax nordau . 

In the death of D_ . ordau there passed aw~y a 

prophet who summoned men and nations to repentence, and 

warned them of i mpending doom; 'nd in his death there pas sed 

a¥1a7 a champion of Israel, a staunch defender of his people -

a modern Maccabee, who hera lded and labored for the rebirth 

of his people. 

Dr. lax lord~u belonged to the gi ant spirits of 

the human race. In him a brilliant mentality, an encyclo -

pedic mind, a linguistic gift, ~ literary endovment, e 

brilliant wit, a courtly manner! ·.:ere wedded to a high mor2.l 

passion and a fine ideali ~ and a vast courage, that put 

Dr. 11ax Nordau in the front ra (S of the gT eat l eaders of 

mai1kind. 

I called him an iconocla t. 

him a prophetic iconoclast . 

Eerhaps I should call 
uj" {, 

~r . Nordeu Nas iconoclaot; 

he shattered idols--which ccms to be ·the t ask providentio.11 
{ ", ✓ (,{,, 

assigned to all the ..gre t prophet of the human race, and 

more especially to the prophets of Israe l fro n the days of 

Abraham to this day. Ho shattered these idols furiousl 

and in high passion, and yet not 'Iilfully nor petulantly. 

Dr. Max Nordau 1 s intellect was not a destructive 

-1-
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intellect; he ,as no + .~roly a r bol , ~ disgruntled, J:c

contented, fret f 1 po_ ...,on i • t-r ; he ,.·ms r~Ging nd ctornin ~ 

against all the soci[:l luos ~nd all the social conventions 

and all the institutions of manxin . Ho v:us not a 'bUJ.l in 

the china shop"; he • as a prophet ; he kne ~ that the mission of 

. the prophet v,as as Jeremiah conceived of it--"first, to 

break and to shatter nd to destroy the ol, and then to 

rebuild and to rep lan . ,r 

He shattered these idols because he wished to 

enthrone true idols. He h.ted above all sham and fr ud and 

hypocrisy, whether it be t~e sh~m and the fraud of anci~nt 

institutions and ancient·movenents, or the sham and the fr=ud 

of ne\1 ins ti tut ions and ne··, mo er.1e.;.1ts . e hated the 

hypocrisy of monarc:h.y eT1e11 as h hated the hypocris y of 
'l 

democracy. 

uas pretense, all 

to a fundamental, 

that ·:as fraud , '~\?that ;,,as not rclc·ant 

underlying -'Gru-'ch , ~ l~t clid no-'i; emanate f.._"O!:. 
J 

something that was essentially real and sound and ssne and 

moral--that ~ordD.u hated and viciously, bitterly attacl::ed . 

But ,just as he r!as an iconoclast he also rrn.s a 

builder. The dynamic s of his Goul ::ere not exhe.usted in 

destructiveness; he had each left for constructive v;or.K . Ie 

was the physician--as in very trut by profession he ,..i ..... S a. 

physician--he diagnosed the .~lcdy ~ithout 2ny reference to 

the likes and the dislikes and t.e pre judices of the patient; 

and once having diagnosed the m9..lady he proceeded to sugr;est 

the-rem~, the cure, if a cure were possible. 
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He was a builder, nd n very orthodox one. oople 

are prone to think of lordau as a r-dical. In the r-, dcr n 

connotation and significa1:ce of ·.Le t ern, Nor dau was 

extremJ rthodox in his viev1s; ho based his vievm on thos e 

ancient foundations of the ancient Jisdom upon whic the 

prophets of antiquity ba sed the·r convictions. And Dr. 

I ordau shared the prophet's fate, a nd more e'specially the 

fate of a Jewish prophet; ho v1s.s persecuted during his lif e-

time. All these groups and classes and individuals ',Jhom h e. 

so vehemently attac1:ed and ruthlessl.,. exposed, turned aga ins t 

him and embittered his life. ~is life was passed in sto m 

and in struggle, and it ended, almost tragically, during?: 

the war. 

Dr. Nordau, though an Austrian subject, lied i n 

France for over thirty years. He lo ed ~ranee; he loved the 

sweet temperament and tn ellov; culture of Fro.nee. 

Franconean; e denounced the treachery of victorious Ger rr.~ny 

in taking Alsace-Lorraine from Fr~nce. But during t ne ;ar 

these groups and these peoples, t h ese reactionary ele .ent s 

whom Nordau attacked turned n0ainst him, and, influential 

as they were in the circles of t he go ernment, they s cc ceucd 

in having Dr. Nordau hum·liated. J irst he Tias i prisoned 

an4- then he wao exiled, and then his property, the accumulu

tions o:f a life time, t o little b.i.t that he had gat::.i crcd 

to·gether. ¼1ng to lea. e it to his nife and his dau.giiter, 

vas conffscated by .,Ghe French go ernr.1ent, and, up to t -0 .:.s da;y--, 

not yet returned; an:1. Dr. I.orduu e;rperienced the trage -rr of 
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the '"fandering Jew in tho t •:ilight hours of his li::c, and he 

died in a little room on the fifth floor of a humble d\'iellin -

place in Paris --a poor man but not un obscure nor a forgotten 

man. 

Dr . ·ax ordau ·.as~e·, in yet another sense; he ··,~s 

the child of two c1ltur0s and t·m civilizations, •;: icl:, in ~y 

sense , is the tragedy of Jewish life. He \1as born of 

orthodox Jewish parents. is father Tias a rabbi, and i~ the 

early days of his 1·fe he was imbued and saturated •1ith t he 

spirit o~ orthodox Je·:ry, with all its romance and all its 

poetry, and the learning of his people, and t-hen • n ,. out h and 

in manhood he went out into the world, entered t _o uni rcrs • -

ties of 'Bu.rope and cs.me in contact r1i th a nevi ci viliza~ ion 

and a new culture and a ne ·1 envi or.ment, totally di:fferc· t 

from, and in many ways -hos ti le to, t, t civilization in '.7hi en 

he ~as reared as u c ild, and he~ ·aa. and he strugeled 
l :i-' 

throughout his days to effect (as so many of .·v tr~ to do ) 

a synthesis of these tvJO cul tm .. es and these t,·10 civilizations. 

So .that th ere is much that is al~ ost anomalous, much t : ~ t is 

difficult to understo.nd, muc:1 that is contradictor,y, 

ap pa.ren tly, in the life o:f : or ~ uu. 

For example: ro1·da \ ·1as an irreligious man; Po rda ~ 

was an anti - religious man; lordau denied God, I ordau de_ icd. 

the soul, Nordau denied immortality, ordau scoffed at 

religious customs and r eligi ouo practices, and v1hen he died 

a talis was wrapped ~bout his bod and the kaddish ,as 

pronounced by the Chief :\abl)i of France at his £78.v_;;et his 
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request. 

Nordau ·:as r1...'Yl inte ... nationn ~s t, as o any of 0--.1 

brilliant minds \·;er e dar·· r;.g ~;}c p .... st gener""ti on in ....,mo1)e . 

He was a cosmopoli tun . His ideal ~as , as ho c~lled it, t he 

solidarity of t h e lru.71en race. lie hated national chau ini sm, 

and he hated even the spi r i t of nn.tionalis m, 1hic led to 

national prejudices and w.te nnd rivalries end ·1ar. He c u 

broad, :free, untrammeled spirit , a citizen of t e ·.,o!'ld • und 

yet ordau was the founder of the Zionis t movement , to e9the r 

with Dr. i1heodore Herzl. Hord·:u became the eloquent 

s po:i{esman of Je '\ i sh .1.1ationalis:n; and. rordau ·ric.s a pass ion~te 

Je wi sh !ationalis t. 

Very s t r auge --nearly anomal ous ; very contr ~dic t or ; 

and yet very human , is~ •t it ? 

spirit of man might ;1i sh t o ro run , u d, in t he en ly d· :""S of 

our youth, does ro am , a.f'ter a ,·,h.:..le our r1ings become tir ed 

and u e iould like t o ha ea _ace unon vhich ic can lie- - a 
~ .; 

.:~--. resting place . '"le can speu:!.: of the human r a ce and the 
> • 

solidarity of the human race and the love of our fello \·,·mcn 

but , aft er al 1, t e re is t: e pu 1 an the t ug O.£ our o·:1n, o~~r 

01wvn people, flesh of our f _e sh ~:Q.d bone of our bone; 1:1ho kno' J 

us, who understand us , ;ho c an s.y.~athizo; and that tug and 

that pull brought 1ordau ck to is e ople. 

And af t er a l l, a man ,_y hav e an i ntellect t hr- t 

is absolutely emanci ~ted ~rom a_l religious convention and 

from all religious convi cti ons , and ,e t t he longing so~ 

remains unsatisfied and hungry and thirsty. A starved s o 
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c nno t be fed by n brillia1~ ·ntollect , and 1ordau crave~ for 

the poetry and the ...,c .. ' ~ • :1ci. vhe romanticism and t1 e ... 01;.l 

:food o:f h i s youth , u.-1d in Lis 1 .... ter 

I want t o sneE.k this norning of Dr . ;iordau, ::irst, 

a s th e t hinker, the phileso:9 _er; the Ii1an whose voice s co}: 
. 

Europe and startled the peoples oft e earth ; and then of 

rorda u, the Jew . 

Dr. ordau 1 s philosop y is embodied in a t!'ilo~·y 

of books--the f i rst , "Conventional ies of o ei vi 117, .... t.:. o 

publ_i shed in 1883; tho second one , "Paradoxes," pub isi eel 

t wo years lat er; and the third , n_ egcneration , " publi.Jr1ed 

t h i r..:ty~. in 1893 . 

There ar e tv:o main theses in the thought of 

Dr. Norda.u, and on l y tv;o ; and to o:q:,r oss these t·:.ro fundi~ mon.,ci~ -

convictions and t o call dram~t·c lly the attention o~ the 

i:·orld to all t h eir · mpl·ications, I;ordcu v:rote t is tr ·r i ty. 

Hi s f irst the s i s r.as this ; that oux present day ci ·iliz~tion 

i s crumbling--crumbling like t:h.e c·· vilizn.tion of the :..·ncicnt 

Romans be f ore the i nvasion of the barbar i ans, and crur:iblin,... 

be ca use of an all-pervr-,ding, destr 1cti ve pessimisr:i, ·:}'i.ic11 

p e s s i mism is evidenced in ell dcpartm~nts of life--in urt, 
Jl, 

i n litera ture, in philoso_ '_:r, in religion · whl-c-h pccv.:..1i.5m 

was cause d by t h is one fuct : t'1at -'-here in today a rift, a 

di s crepancy, an i n congru • t:"" c ~\·1oen the things 10 do and the 

th i ngs we believe i n · bet ,een the instituti ons in 1hich ~e 

live and our opini ons concerning these ins ti tutions . 

is this tragic disharmony bet r1een theory and pro.cti ce in eT• r 
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departmenti in every s here o~ :vil ·zation todu . In 

other words, say"" ~-' -• :Jor~··u , r:c live consistentl? 2 1..:.c. 

7e no longer believe in the thines 1hich ,c do 
--1,~ , t 

out of ;prackce, 0 1 t of convenience, and because of com~ ul-

sion; we no longer believe ~n tho basis of our politica liic; 

we no longer believe in t10 bas is of our religious life; 10 

no longer believe in the basis of our economic life; 10 no 

longer believe in the basis of our social life. And yet iC 

keep on living t11ese thint;s as tl ough their bases ·;ore still 

true and ~s though ve still believed in them. 
Dr. 1Tordau St?..~rs: 

"This is the tragic sido of our contempor'"l!leous 

civilization, that the ancient institutions have no lo t€r 

the courage and self-confide:1ce to n-:aintuin their poDi tion"" 

before mankind, in the stiff und unyielding for s in ,;f1ich a...on.., 

they are true to logic and histor-, e~eating the Zesu~ts 1 

motto: 1 As we are or not at 011. ' i1hey attempt un impo:.,s ·.b"' e 

compromise bet,veen tl eir premises e.nd the convicti onv of 

modern times; they t1nz:e concessions to the latter, an allow 

the1nselves to be penetrsted by intellectual elements, fo_eign 

to their constitution, and s e to disintegr ate it. 1 110 

new ideas to which they are trying to confor m themselves nrc 

in direct opposition to ever one of their fund r..ental rin

ciples, so that -they resemble a boo_ .. containi ng on t he 

page some ancient fable ~ith oat-notes criticising , 

ridiculing and abusin it in every possible wa . In this 

shape those institutions , denying and parodying. their true 

character, seem objects of ridicule and scorn to cultivntcd 
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. inds, and even to the ~cul ti v::i. t ed. , s ourc es of arrn l._nce 

and painful perplexity . :r 
/ 

fttA. I >'l 
ThEY\ era of sc i enc~- _..::;.,...;..~r-'t~-r.-1nn-111s~ era--clnimo 

Nordau, has destro ~ed r.1D.n 1 s fai~h ~n these i nst i tutions; and 

yet these institutions cont i nue. './ith ·1ha. t r es1 t ? ';it 1 

the result that charactc!' is destroyed . 

Character is an integration , a unity , of s elf; c ax 0 ctcr is 

brought about by an i ndi viuu~1 • • . possessing certain o•:; , 

simple, dominant convicti ons •hich are true t o itself , !l r!ich 

are sufficient t o gui e and influence and de termi ne it . 

man has character i:1hen he hus ·ihe.t ·1e call pr i nc · ple ; v,hen 

he has in his lif e a 11..t."'lified , ha:tmonizing , i ngrowj_n 

conviction . 

low 1e aTe in a -urop n ci vilization ; con ictions 

heve been destro yed ; faith h~s b on ndorni ned ; chuructc_ h~s 

been destroyed . Ant ~here there is no char ac t er, sa~s Dr . 

]ordau, degeneration mur:-.L. set in as it i,.., ettint; ::..r:: ('"'o h e 

claims) to destro y civili zntion . 

He goes into gr eat detai l to prove hi s thesis . On 

these conventional l ies of our ci i liz at ion he has fi 0 

chapters; one called ' ' 1i1e Li e o:: Re l· g i on," ano t _er c2.llcd 

nThe Lie of a. .t,1onar chy , n a third cal led JTThe Po l i tic£'..l Lio, 11 

the fourth called nTh ~ conomic Lie , 11 und t e f i fth called 

n :rhe . a trimonial Lie . " 

Perhaps of these fi chis f ir s t chapter~ t~c L'e 

of Religion, is tho l east conotruct ive and the least hclpjul 

to us today ._ :Perhu ... s i n-M-s-nnv-:-:-fmti~"e-9~:--a~, ·1hen tho 
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book was written, there :m.s O:''' o gh of dynarni to in this{ 
,(lie~ I 

chapter to have set re-n to ~~·n~:n0 , to have . -t: cm. 

But as we read it today, the c11apter seems rather naive--

perhaps we might say antiquated. 1 ord::lu lived during t:.e 

period when the theory of evolution h~d first burst upon 

mankind, but which theory had not yet been understood in its 

deeper significance. 11he theo_ y o.!:' evolution at the ti .. e 

was accepted as dogma, us a finuli~y; and its implications 

were clear: nature was ruled by blind , unchanging forces, 

controlled by constant and un;{"ielding laws; nnture ,;;as not' 

poEsessed of a 1ill po1er or an intelligence from , · thin; 

that those lav1s dethroned God, dethroned the soul, dot_ roned 

religion. 

And ordau accepted all t esc naive and eerl 

conceptions concerning the tnoor of e elution . He ca_ls 

religion 'a physical relic of the childhood of the h ~~n 

race. ' At best it is a uncti nD-1 ·1eukness of mankind . 

Religion is based on fear; Goa is the creation of t1at tenden

cy in man to anthropomor~hize , to plnce a will-po1er, a 

conscious will-power, a so ,cbody, ack of every nntural 

phenomenon; the soul is an il~usion; • .ortalit is merely 

an ez:pression of man's disinclination to die, of man's 

inability to conceive of him elf unni1i lation; rcli 0 ion is a 

figment of man's imagin=tion. 

And Norda presents a religion of his 01n ,hich . •n 

ought to accept. I11 place of God .the ideal of solidnrit of 

the human race; in place of the church the lecture all ~nd 
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assembly room, and in p :.:: co of the ritual, the ballot. 

Uordau v1as even more vehemc1jt ::.n h is denunciation of religious 

forms than of the content of religion . 

He s a id: nr can unclerstand why some people are 

religious: there is a sentimental ye~ningfor it. : ell and 

good. But for people tod<.:! y to believe in religious forms 

and in religious cereBonies, in cnurches, in rituals, in a 

Bible, in priests and dogmas, that is a lie--a living lie." 

He had a very wrong estimate of the Bible , did 
d . 

Dr . Nordau. ct 4)ic recanted in later life . He said: n11he 
I ., 

morality of the Bible is revolting; the concept of tho 

universe in the Bible is childish; its literature, its second-

rate ceremonies, are coarse; their Ol"igin is in barbarism; 

they are Asiatic or AfTican . 

people today. n 

niey have no meaning fo~ 

Of course it is too late in the dey to begin a 

refutation of t hese contentions. Suffice it to say t ha t ne 

know now th4t the theory of evolution , at least, does not 

dethrone God; that science docs not prove the non-exist en ce 

of God or of the .u,:1an soul; th~t it does no t deny irmno:rt~li t:-. 

Suffice it to say that vie 1:no\·t now -'chat the lecture hall can 

never take the place of the church, and the ballot box of the 

church ritual. Suffice it nog to say that the origin of 

things does not determine the va~ue of things. :Secs.use a 

ceremony was begun ten thousand years ago in the jungle life 

and in the jungle instincts and in th e jungle needs of the 

humo.n race, it does no".; necessarily follow that thut ceremon 
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or that practice or thc..t rite or that c· sto no longc hns 

value and relevancy for VE toda~ . 

beginnings of • 

thing are; it is rih~ t tr..c thing its elf means for us--ho•·; it 

reaches our soul, ho it touches tne mainsprings of our 

emotions, wra t function it ht .. s in our life toduy. 

a.s well look with disfa o ..... na. contempt upon a s,rr.1phony O.£ 

3eethoven because, forsooth, music began with the beating o~ 

a tom-tom in some hut or cave of a primitive s~vage. You 

might hold Shakes.Leare in contempt because, forsooth, 

literature began in somerhytr ic · oi1g-song of a b~ttle 

hymn of savages; you might look ~•1i th contempt upon a 

magnificent cathedral becr.i.use the first architectonics of the 

human race were miserable huts of :reeds and ru,...hes anc. t·::igs . 

It is not wn~t tLe be innin of a tr..ing is t'h.l.?.t 

counts: it is ·whut it h· s come to b . .And civilizat·· o:i is 

just this: the real inte:::-pretation ·1hich ever. a,c,e p ts u~u o. 

things which, someho~, seem to be, in their essence, at lc~sv, 

eternal . 
-t;l4v ~ic 

There is not very .uch, I that is const:r cti ~-c 

in Dr . rordau's attitude and opinion concerning reli ion 

I fear me that he most felt that in his declining .. o~rs. 

there is much more of me~t in his second chapter on the lie 

of monarchy and a.ristocras . 

of Uordau ( ~hich I 

a .f.ew ~s go in 

had the good 
tf' I"/ 

Londo~) , all 

r11..ere all that brilli~nt '.'Jit 

i 
fortune in uction 

his gift of satire, his 

destructive satire, cojes into play. And that chapter 10n 
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for him the undying hoctilit~ of ~11 these cluo ses. 

Of course he hates rnon2_chy , but, ne sa.~ -bs l1tv 

lie. Absolute mon rc,.1, is bu~cd. on t..rie theory of the di~. ine 

rights of kings, and one t10 ~r o~,es that premise, th~t kin5s 

have divine rignts, n nission and coumission given by di~init~, 

then one ought to bel ieve in aosolute monarchy, OF constitu- _ 

tional monarchy. :!here people insist upon loyalty to a. 

constitution and at the s~~e ti ·e innis..:t upon lo~a:t~ to a 

monarchy, t1 ere is tat conflict, t ere is tb~t incon-

~ mekes for a living lie in our civiliz ation. 

He was not a r~nting dm~oc at. If t}: ere io nn:v-

thing true a.bout I ordau it is true th ... -'- he v1as an u • cl;ocr~t 

in the finest sense of Lhc 1ord; not only in _is uoa~il and 

in his courtly manner and in his s e ech, but he ·:~s Q:: 

aristocrat in thinking. 

!Iordau did not believe in human eq_uali ty. 

that, too, is one of the con ontional lies of our civili7· tion, 

one of the lies of dcmocrutic civilization. 

Fraternity? Yes. 

It is an intellectual fiction. 

O , no. Uuturc i ar;~.iL;, t it. 

~he struggle for oxictc 1ce 

denies equality; ou.r ;1hole :oro:;ress ·n ci vilizLt on do_ eno.s 

upon leaders--the le~ders} ip of the .£e 'l except ionc'.;;.l , 

ones, upon the very ine _ uali ty of ·, hich 'le corr:p 1~ in. 

Republic-nism, he suid, is~ good thin, 1cut do 

not be captivated by v10rds -nd slogans and catch phr .... sos. 
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A republic, if 

founcled upon a 

•• t .:.o to e '-4 )i.'O 

0
,..., -

- ...., .J.C..• ' 

I • 

0 

pr escnt . " At present t re )Ublic i~ o. lie be c~un c t} e e;:::ounc. 

has not yet been cle ured for ..... reul republic. 11 s long us 

Europe continues to live in it::, :present form of civi iz!:1tj_oi1 

a republic is a contrndic 4.iion un ~ nn unriorthy p Q- upon ··~rds. 

A simple poli ticnl . ro,olution, \·1hic 1 ·1ould turn uny one o:f 

the existing monurch··cs of _ .. ~~ro~e in.,~o o. rcpub ic, vJonJf bo 
. 

merely imi ta.ting tho ..::.cts of the ~postles to the he:?.tl:.cn, 

during the ea.1 .. ly :pnrt of the I.:iddle ... ._.:e~ , 'Jho con-·:o:rtc the 

p9.gans from their fnlue f l"DC of v1orsh i :1 , by si .ply givi .. 

their gods, fest· v:__ls and co_·emonics, Christian n~: e.., . ' 

It is only a question 

present day mon~rch~c s aJd prose_t d'. repu lies . 

"The enti_•e effect of ,.. 1.,_ a rc-volutio:!'l r ould )C 

limited to pasting u_ on t 1"e .., _oJJ- •;orn , unsalable goolc , a ot 

of now labels, ·1 }-lich ·:1ould clocci .. 10 the poop o into t in_:::::.n~ 

new stock of goods :c~d. 'Oen proc1:1.: ..... ed. ~ 1 • r epuo..1..J.C ic 

last link of a long chuin of d.evolop: .. ent . It is ~he lo~ o_ 

government in which the ide~l of sclf - gover·1!"lent fir. s _ e~li 

zation--the supre .e o·:rn "!: _ eaidi g ulti atcly in ch~ ·,Lo c 

people and directly :-:c~•ci~ed y t , e ... . 

ment, if it is orga.nicall go· 'Q:..1e , , nd no.,li merely an ::-: e-:rn ..... " , 

incompatible vith hc_ oc · ~ury privilcGes and distinc~:o G, 

the eno~mous influence 1ielda .. ace uln ti ons of c :.. it 
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and 'Jith anyrcstrictio10 to tLc free libert o t:1cue.t , 

speech and action of tnc c7a.1d '.~s2es of t c pco>le . u· to 

leave t h e organ iz~tio1 o~ s i t is , '.ncl .,..,.,C ...... CJ.-.,..,. t 0 
,jl _. ~V 

change the name of the go er. n.c.-t fror. a mon4rc y to a 

rep ublic, is like the well - 1:nonn tri c}:: of the public ... ors vt~o 

manage to smuggle fo- bidden .. 101•}:s ~nto anot. er co ntr:-, b 

substi t uting for the tit~e-pege 

innocent fai r y- t8._e or pra;y-cr-bool: . ·:Iha t i.:ao the . ta 

rep ublic of 1848, OT the S_ 2..nish rep 1blic of 18 8, and • ., 1at l.,;, 

the :Jlronch rep ubli c of 1870 , bu -

standing vacant for a while , mon· :rchie s parc.t:line 1;l1c1cr the 

mask of republican:sm . ' 

I said that ror n ari stocrat . Hor u.cu , 011 

believed in heredito.ry arici.io"r ..... c=; .e bel i eved in fa 1ilieG 

of aristocratic bearing -nd 

f am ilies the tru s t of ar · Bt er .c-r, t 1c 11lcd,..c of ~ ri...,to rue;·, 

the promise of a ri stocrac:-~ :1us h nded do:;n from gcL.,r ~i n to 

generation, e believed in tn'="'t l::in::l. of aristocrac;----- th .,Ii it 

makes for finer bo d i es c.:1' fi._c_ soul s t r.. t i-t ::~ .. 08 ::.o_ 

character . But tne a.ristoc-,.a~y of tod ..... y , the nobili "'.;~-, .0 

says, that is sham , -t-ha t .: l'.!1 t.: tLropo logical fal:..,, s h 

c a lls it . ' hey uro not the -_ttest , they are not uhc 

a.ristos, they are not th0 b o"'.i, ., he arc no t tho , .. o t 

ca pable, they are ot the most heroic, the a c noL ~ 

standard bearers; they do not excel in body , C r d 1ot 
ti 

excel in character. 
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aristocracy _ade b- ~Y ~ho ~i ll of a mon-rch or -

king; ~ is ari stoc:racy r:. cle by .:cal th , ~nd .... t i"' a lie . 

There should be a nr • ,_..-'.;ocracy , but o.:ristoc-

racy sb.ou ld ex i s t on o:::1e co. a.itio 1 , n~ ne l y , thnt; ~hc:1 re ·::tiL 

true to the tradition of the aristos , and they ,e l comed ·~to 

t h eir ranks everyone ·:;ho e idencei exc eptional ~bility o~ 

character and mi nd nnd soul--2n i:ristocrac th~t as 111..cs tho 

burden end the :responsibility o~ the l eadership of t:he ·::o!'lc.~. 

Tha t i s the kind of a.ristocrac.1 11e beli eved i n . 

Nordan speaks of the poli~ical lie. e hated 

gov ernment i nt erfe:rer~ce : he hated the i nequalities ii1icn 

existed due to t axation, ;/here tho poor r.1an is tsxed r;hilc 

nomina lly the rich i. an is tu:-:: d . Te hated the ide~ o: 

representative goverm1ent whic' is not epr esontative . ...~ 

was not an anarch i st ; ne belie• i gove r nr:1ent . ... 0 S 

"You cannot get t hree people tocet·1er but what, before _on0 , 

t h ere •J ill be a certain set of rec l~"'vions or a ccr.e:-1tc o.f 

mutual sub.ordination f or a co .r.1on purpos e, \'lhicb. is fOVC n-

men t . " But he bel i eved in a inr>li ficd gover n .. ent; he did 

not believe in all the clutterin~, conf ining , u4no~in 

restrictions which bu:rea.ucr~.c (y;hich Spenc er called ~he 

coming slavery) i mpos ed upon men . 

Government , to ro1· d:...u .. 1ac t o be 111:e a t ,..,,f:fic 

officer--to Keep the traffic mo ng , not to i hterf ,:.re --r~ th 

traffic; to keep t ho tr :.'fie o:: "'·he human s oul O\"'in~ • n~ no 

to interfere and in ject i tsel f i~to the lives o· indi.idual 

men. 1:hat is a c ondi t i on to ZJhic 1 1e are coming i n tLc 
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through idleness and the ., u c]:: o • j~hc no ed of ·;1or ; t1 er eb:· 

creating an id.le, 1.L.:r ... s · tic, lD-3y clnss in civilization; 

thereby er ea tine; r.1cn ·:ho li .. c :::or l uz:ury and not for p::co -

ducti veness . 

economic ai ents ca~ e effected t' rough the abolition o:: 

inheritance. .._ nt 1• :c 
t, ..;... - not ra.clic nl; in .!.,n .. ~·lQna. tho:-y 

born inherits his fn.thcr' s \,calt .; '--11 others v.1·e diD-

inherited. He says, "I ·:·<...nt -'co apply -'chat sa. o In::; cve1 

to the first })or . " 

close of his ch pte? 

anev1, I knew the rtun 

.A.nc l~e has ~ propheti c r:urnin0 Lt t}1e 

an ro~d ·t 

He sa.ici: 1 G_ cat C. +....,n r~1:1 .. o· }';_£">,::: <=>re , 0 o,.,,,; J."10- '1 - V ~ - --v~ "'4 ..._ h,..._ l..) _ 

on the field of :poli -::i ~ .... l eco .. o :y . .:1d. it ·1il .... no.l. oc _ 

to isnore them much longer. i ... s lon0 as the muse-es rcro 

:religious, they co u"' , .. ~ o uonso _o-~ for their vretcLc cL ... c .. on 

ea:rth by promises of unlimited r lins in the futu:ro. 

today they are bccorr.:. ;; more en_ig::ntcned and the nwnbn::.~ o ... 

Host a satisfactor 

the priests' order on tho :place •.• iting for the, .. iJ. ~ :c r-· c c 

·Ji th o.s much :ploas1.tr c < ,.. ......... 

farm of vJhich tho could t~::::c i nr.1odia te possession. 1 he 

poor count their n "T.1)C .. and those of the :rich C..YJ.d ro2_·~1) 

-17-
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tho nre const ~.: .il:-i-· <, I .. 

than tho n• er. c- =~~o +'ne ~01:-_·co~ o~ .l .;/ -- • •• H ••• ...J. v _ ~ - - .._ 

they find that spccul2.tin . pluncloring and inheri "'j:._n~ Li.-;0 n 

more rational justi :.c .... tion ::o::..-- c:;:istine than rob cry !L.c.l 

theft, and yet t h o latter a:ro lYosccuted by t he 1a···s . '• o 

increasing disinheri tl!Ilce o:: ~1 c Y1'asses by their dcpri v~.tion 

of land and by the incrcnsinr a.ccumul~tions of property i:~ 

the hands of a fe rJ , r;ill nake the economi c r.rrongs more i.nd 

more intolerable. '.;.
1he rioT.ent the. t the millions e.cq_ 1ire in 

addition to their hU11ger, a .::no-'J_Cd.Q'C of t1c rorrote c~uses to 

wh i ch it is due, the:y r1ill remove aA d ovcrthro:1 ~ll oocta.c ... es 

that sta.nd between them and the 1" :.gh t 0 ..r ,.. 0 t 1· C"< .t:! -i· n .J. .;,,;;;, O.J..J Q 

a.ppeti te. Hunger is o ... o o:: the f o··: elementary forces ·:f1ich 

neither threats nor persu.oion caL per ~nently contra: . ~once 

of society level ~ith the gr Qnd, i s itc of its found~t:ons 

of superstition and so .. • .:.s~ess--u t~sk beyond the po:wi-- o. 

philosophy alone. n 

Do you sec Rus:::ic. in all chis? 

first thesis--we are living a lie. his se ond t'_ec-i c .:ar; 

give evidence of t h i s fact : that :o ure degenerating rd~~ 

says that there is g-:ro·:ing evio ... ncc e er:r~·1herc u ct J_c, 

especially in our art, uni 

literature, of decadence , of degeneracy ; the type of de -·cnore.

cy that characterizes t c c_im~1al dcgoncrato--u .h~ ical, 

psychic degeneracy. 

- -



1 ordau applies t: o ... cin1 e of sychic..tr ./ o.nd 

psychology to art " <l i tc .. • f"nds that t1ov a~c ., 

rotten to the core, t 1'!o.Jc ~Loy :....ro ..__uffcring from 

and that malady is sirn:p ;l t}1is : that our ci vilizati 0~1 to 

is so involved, t hat our civili7,~cion today is so cl~t-'-crca 

up, tho.t it has exerted too much of n LJtrain upon t'_c norvou8 

system of the hunan race. '.'Jc c2nnot bes..r the b :rrdo of 

civilization because ~e hc..vc not cleared the sround for a 

heal thy, normal c::. viliz a ti o ... : . ',' e hD.ve sp ceded up 

life; we have put tremend.ous mcc.H•1ice.1 forces a-'c ·:•or.: 

in the world producine thin~u ~n~ things end things! -t 

our emotions have not -cepJ; pc..co ·Jith our intellect. B:r.:otion-

::.lly YlC. are s ti 11 five t.und:.1 ed 01 • tho 1 sand o:r f i iO t:!101.J cet 1, .. 

years in antiquity; 

ally, we are li,;ing at a brc~ tnec~- s eed, and tnis incon

gruity, this rift, is te_lin upon t:1e nervo G S:fo tc... o,.. 

the human race. 

it is making for dege~cracy . 

And he talks of 101s-'-oi a 1d Ibsen and rn.nd.cc .... nd 

S ·,inburne und Nietzsche and s1.c' :s, :.ic;htly or wron_:1;1--: r

not defending his t hesis no,:·--tt.e ·: riting of these men, their 

style, their teaching, their poi~;s of -1e1, arc th-t ol r 

degenerate crimina~ of r:ien 110 he~.,·c _oQt t}. cir ho d up n 

reality, of mon ·:ho have lost t .... c re~traint and the 

discipline of real cultwe an"' r 1 civilization, o. ,.e 110 

are drifting aimlessly ec- se the cannot control.'hei~ 

emotions, even as a norvouo }?Oreo . cannot control his .1usc: Co• 

- 9-



-

.. ' . . " .. 

He : speak s of tho ~o - c llcd .odc=n ie t , t e so -

day literature, whic}1 i s ex' _bed. u • ,)0in5 evi c~c1.co o:~· the 

tion. He says tha t i ~ u ie , th_ey are no t e ·ic1m c0G of 

emancipation; th o· nre ev i c1-.,.1coc- of ens l a vement t o n.11 tha~ 

is corrupt in the bocly po li tic . 

~th that model passion o~ Isaiah, :c cul ls on sane, 

no:rmal human beings to or r;cmj z c and s JcQmp t r..B, t ,..,n.'.:f:e to 

dea th \V:b...ich is poisoning t.cc ':~ole :3~rstem ; • and for f.J • :-:: 

hundred pages ne di ag,.'osec, wi tb t:i ... o cl o..,e 11 en.sonin o: ·: 

mathematician and t:r ... 0 close un .1.J1ui s of a physi ci'--11 , ";he 

maladies of the pr esent da ; uncl Le -::oncludcs 

·;i t h this tremendously po··.'ez- "u }i~rr gra 1 . 

bis 

He says: "'.:e in parti ~·· ~ , :: o have 11 ~de it our 

life's task to combat antit:· .,cc S' ~.crs'ti Jci on , to S'rc ... d 

enlighten .1ent,to demolis_1 hi .... toj.1:i.c2.l ruins and rcr::.o-.:c thci_ 

rubbish, to defend Ghe freedom c::: the .:.nd.i v i du .... l ~<..;:J. ·ns • 

St.;.;, te oppression and t ... c mGch2ni c~1.1 r ut i n e of the ~?1U.lis-t • nc; 

we mu.st resolutely set our3el .. :es in op_ os i t i on to the 

miserable mongers 110 seize upo 1 01r deares t ·-:atcL·\·,ordo, •• . .:. th 

unich to entrap the i ... mocelt . • ·ne 'fr eeclom n r .oclerr it r.1 

the 'progress' und r t~uth , of ..l.hcsc fell o • s urc not 

;-,e ha ve nothing in co .. ~1 on v:i th tl:cm . J! 

_ ~C v1i sh to dro:n cc 1sciou..,-

ness in the uncorlsci ous ; v,e .. :lf:; _ t o .... tr cngt hcn "'nd en1·.:.r:f 

consciousness. 
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\" e 'Jis ::or attent • O-
J. -

criterion by \'Jhich true , . ·rn~ ... !;,.f bo recogn.:ucd ncl a.i ... -

this : : hoever preachcB e~scnce o~ disJipline is ~n cnm. O-
progr es s; an d -whoever .:ors'.i110 his I I r is an one J to :;;ocie ~-... 
S • t h ~ . .... ~ · .... . o c 1 c y as :.i.. or 1.1 s .... i Y o :.i ... :r e:rll s e , JCighborly lo e ~ d 
c apaci t y for sclf - se.cri~ice ; ancl p1·ot) 'e"'s is tLc cf_oct of 
an ever more rie orous Lu"bj'ngution of tho bea:;;t i1 :.'lS.1, o. a ... 
ever tens er self - res tr"-:..nt, t.:1 c· 1 er ~:ocner senac of 
re sp onsibility. 

~s of the judQrent , not of the wppc~iton . In ·tho rofou1al~ 
pene t r ating ,1ords o:: Script·1ro, ' __ ·a.ink not that I .: . come to 
de s t r oy t h e l a,:1, or t. o prop:_otn; I ..... 

but t o fulfi 11. ' 1 

not cor~c 

orthodox. Ho is no~ L pr ecc' • ~.-,ho 1as co ... e ·o ' c de 
and de s troy the v cT 0 "1-'_i .. l fo,unc"' _.1.;·I_o1.·~1~ o:f o,~r ,, .... •.(lm · .,..e J· c• tn· e 

- ~ - - - \. U •, \., ~ CJ. _-., 

man ·:ho ha s co I e to r,rcso:--ve; 

not the externali ties , but 110 1·cse1·vo tl f ounda J,; • o_ .. , tr..~ 
he rt, the soundness o_ our .. o·· . ... -~e. ·1 ; and in t' ~ t he is o 1e 

• 

And tw i s :...11 optiuist, • 1 
..L.. • , o_~ i .... -.;. 

ev en as ho 
degenerat ion · e believed t~ t ·: ore is :n thi" aG~ co~ric 
rl h · -'-- • ' · ,., con~. 1'. 11i:.t"' -.;r ~ 
oc cme an urge , a _ 1..,s,_ rGO, w __ cr1 ...... - v v ., ,;; 

ne 1 e d h i gher f or 0 
1',J , enc. • .: ich ·.:· s dri ing -nun , 

- 21-
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as to p c1·ni t thiG cle::.L , ..: .:.n , ·:Lolesome spirit ·,·;:_ · ch ~ o 

free eXJ_)ression . 

Tho.t in n01 d·, , the 1irin~:er--a nodcrn JJro hot i J 

every sense of the ~ord . v:ord .... bout Hordau , the Jo·:, .n. 

I shall be thro ug1 . l.01--d ... u •inc,. q ,... • 0111.· s ..... · rord u • ..._ ... ) """"' L. l.l, .J.'( 

rationalist; liordau believed in tho rcseneration of sr~el 

as a people upon Is~.ael 1 s ancient coil in Pnlec-'ci1e. 111 _J::-e 

·:as no compromise in l_is positio1 · it \·:as to him a cot; a, ~i 

creed--even as he did not belie~;o in dogmas v.nd c_:-ccds i 1 

a.nyt hing else. ... ord~u he cc.:1 o the cht~r.1:pion and chc s ol:esr ... n 

• of this great renaissa~ce of Israel. 

Nord--.u 11=:t ted. t ho sh" "1'"!, •' e hypocrisy o:_ - o-:i3. 

Norda.u hated tho Jo. who denie s 1ii1. elf , becaucc t~1at , to :i:im 

sho: cd lack of cl aract.__,:r , ·::: ic}~ lt:lJ es for dcge_1crf- ti on 

rordau hated wh~t Le c~l-s t e 

Jew, •;ho was losing his soul in the o11esi ty f '.'iealth, • :ho 

·:as corrupting hims e~:f throu6h tl:o gifts bo sto\·,cd r,on ~1ii. 

by his emancipation . 

Uordau cD-llod. ,_. i th ~ clD.:!:'ion voice ::or a 

enlightened, proud, _..,urpo eeful Jc·::r:-.," the \'Jorld over . 

the tragedy of Jev i sh li:.. e . Ee ' .. 'i tne ss cd the - o : om'"' o:. 0
~ 2: 

he vii tnessed the Dre:,.rfus aff• i_ ; he knc ·; the conli tion ol 

eight millions of c·:;s in :.u~·-c n Europe . Ho cL.ll ed the 

luftmensch the "men of tl e ·air, '-- en YJho .ad no co lid 

foundation upon v1hich to tand. 0 knev1 their tragod· a .. 
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• he knew their needs; .. :e 10-v·ed. 11.:.s :: eople ""nd Le re cv..:~ ,CQ ·o 

from the academics [!TI the un:. -::crs.:. tics, fro:rr the li._c 1 

\ 

light and sweetncsc of _ rench ci v • lizu t ion· o •;:ont ·o c~: to 

the bleakness anc1 the gloo1i1 nd the poverty '""nd. the .. 1i e·--. 

of his orn people· ~e returned to help them, and it is no 

v10nder that, after ycD.-4. s o..: so:::--:ice , ·,hen he C. • ed uni -·e~ o 1 

Israel stood b his onGn grc.vo ..... nc r:ourned th as ing o: a 

prophet and the 

--o--
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