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The war does not seem to havo produced muoh that is 

great literature; it may in the days to come. But it has 

~lready produced at least one great drama. The author of 

this drama is a German poet and esaayiat--Stefan 7'we1g. e 

drama is built around the gigantio figure of that Prometheus 

of the Bible--Jeremiah--and around the epic of his life. 

In spite o~ the faot that tha hero of tho play belongs to the 

dim antiquity, and the action of tho play revolves around a 

dim historical event, the playwright has succeeded, because 

of his remarkable skill and his consummate rt, to eave into 

his grand tapestry certain thought-strunds that seem 

surprisingly modern and certain ideas that seem to be 

freighted with pr.ofound present day, implications. 

The groat ar seems to echo and re-echo through the 

scenes of the play. Its paeeiona, its struggle, militarism, 

paoifiam, nationalism--the whole perturbed social complex of 

our day aeemsto be refleote4 in this drama built around an 

anoi ent figure and an anoient event .. 

Stefan ,weig seems to have achieved at o-told • 

triumph in this his play Jeremiah. Technically, as a play, 

his triumph is marvelous; he has constructed a play hich 

• seems to meet all the requirements of great drama; the action 

is swift and logical; the intorest is sustained throughout, 

rising 1D a great oresoendo to a powerful climax. The 

motif is there, the external conflict of the persons of the 
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1 drama, aa ell as the internal conflict n thin the ch racters 
; 
I of the actors, and there is a unifying theme, a dominant 

thmne. throughout. 

But his greater triumph, and the one that interests 

us chiefly, oonsiets in the fine grasp, the fine spiritual 

grasp hich the playneight seems to ha e of Hebrew propheo , 

of the Hebrew prophet, of the eympathotic understanding, of 

the moral significance of the life and the labors of a 

prophet like Jeremiah. The playwright bas, of course, taken 

liberties with the text; he baa reserved for himself the 

right to select and to exclude and to combine and to etre■a 

the things that he ishee to, but he never violates the 

spirit of the Biblical Jeremi h. He is poetic but not 

fanciful, he is imaginative t truthful; he has read himself 

into the life and soul of the Biblical Jeremiah. 

I em going to tell you the play this morning, nd 

I shall comment on it as I go along; not that the play needs 

oomment--it sheds its own light. -Perhaps it is ell, to 

egin wfth, to state the bare outline of the life of 

Jeremiah as the son of a priest, Hilkiah by 

name, and he lived in a little town not tar from Jerusalem 

oalled Anathoth. Hie lite oovers a period beginning 1th 

about 660 before the common era and ending in about 580 

before the common era . Very early in life Jeremiah was 

• summlhled and he beoame a prophet. 

A prophet is, as you kno. the spokesman of the 

ll'YiDg Goel. he prophets ere not soothsayers; they were 
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not fortune tellers; they ore forth- tellers; they oke t e 

revel tion hioh oame to them; the prophets tol the people 

vast ond unt 111ar truths; the prophets oke of pro ound 

things simply and of simple things profoundly. i e prophet 

espeoiaJ.ly those o lived in the Golden ra of prophecy 

between the ninth and the si th centuries, tol the people 

of God and of love and of justice and of pity; they oke of 

the one God and of the one humanity, of pe oe, and of a p ce 

baaed on righteousness; they ta ght the people hew. to ay 

and ho to rShip God and ho to find God. They met the 

pride pd the inaolenoe nd the arrogance of the oppres or 

and of the ruler th flashes of burning ath, and they et 

the suffering of the people d eir doubts and their 

despairs th the balm of lo ity. 

They ere great and lo ely men, these prophets; 

some of them are killed, all of than ere persecuted. ey 

lcne nothing else but their vision, and the faced the hol 

world w1 th their viei on alone, nd the humblest of these and 

the lonliest of these and the greatest of these was Jere ah. 

Jeremiah lived in the are of the people's death agony. 

During the olose ot hie years Jerusalem fell and the tanple 

s deatro19d , and it is this death throe of the people nd 

all that preceded it, the struggles am the oonflicta and t e 

agony, that forms the lackgrouncl of this pla:, Jeremiah • 

The play opens on the flat roof of Jer iah ' a 

house in Jerusalem t dawn. Jar iah staggers in, his robe 

torn opm at tho throat, panting as if he ere being 
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strangled. He i in tho grasp of one of hie trances. ot one 

of his visions. These terrifying am areadtul visions have 

been afflicting him of late. Ue seems to see the gates and 

the alls of the 01 ty crumbling; be has visions ot a people 

being massacred. ot blood and contusion and terror. He 

knows that these dreams are not plll'poseless; someone is 

trying to speak to him, someone is trying to reaoh him out 

of the dark. But he is confused and troubled; he ante a 

olear revelation, he ants a cl.ell?' voice; am suddenly in 

the atillneae of the night he hears a voice whioh see s to 

him to come as a respome to hie pathetic appeal. but it is 

only the voice of his mother, who appears to inquire the 

reason tor this sudden change in the mood other son. at 

seems to be perple:xllJ8 Jer 1 h? rt1at is it that is driving 

him from the confines of men no these strange, terrifying 

moods of his? 

And then Jeremiah. first haltingly and then more 

swiftly and rapidly, as if he were caught up in the grip of 

a tanpest. tells his mother the vision that has been coming 

to him of late--the trqnp ot the mighty invading armies that 

are approaching from the north, the orash and the tumult of 

conquest, blood and terror and oontusioni Jersusalem 11 be 

destroyed. the temple will be burned in flames. And his 

mother 18 terrified. and hie mo1her is horrified; Jeremiah 

1a uttering blasphemy; Jerusalem oan never be lestroyed 

beoauae Jerusalem 1s the oi t7 of God, m the t ple oan 

neyer tall beoausa the temple 18 the temple of the God; and 
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she begs of her son to let go of these false tanoieo of hie, 

certainly to refrain from proclaiming them in public; and 

she tells him of the hope she has for him to become a great 

priest. to take onthe mantle of hie father; she had vo ed 

him unto the Lord from his very birth. And Jeremiah seems to 

find in this revelation of his mother, that he had been 

dedicated unto the Lord from the very first. a confirmation; 

he has bem called by the Lord; the dreams that have been 

coming unto him of late have boen dreams coming unto him 

from the Lord. 

And so he tells his mother that he must speak his 

revelation unto the p~ople. and his mother. a true. loyal 

daughter of Israel, threatens him, threatens 1th a mother's 

curse, if he ere to break th of the people by 

pronouncing doom and destruction . But Jeremiah says to his 

mother, '' I have no ohoioe, I am but the lips of the Almighty. 

I can onl:, epea:k that hich the Lord has put into me; I am 

but the fountain which spri~s from deep, dark seas below; 

I am but the channel through hich some eternal truth must 

seem to be pouring into the social consciousness of the 

peoplei I• a helpless vessel, a helpless tool, in the hands 

ot an omnipotent power Which grips me and holds me." And so 

Jeremiah leaves to proclaim his message of i inent doom and 

destruction to the people, and the soene oloses amidst the 

broken eoba of a mother, o now realizes that her eon is 

burdened w1 th a double ov■e--her own curse and that, as it 

seems to her, of the Lord himself. 



• 

In this opening eolne of the play the author 

adroitly touches upon one of the moat oharaoterietio phases 

of prophecy. The prophet doea not know how God speaks to 

him, and yet because of the vividness, the sharpness, the 

intensity of tho revelation whioh comes to hill, he is con-

vinced that God is speaking to him. The psychology ot 

prophecy is very muoh like the psychology of genius--diffi-

ault to understand, diffiau.lt to explain. The prophet does 

not reason and think himself into his convictions any more 

than the great artist, any more than the great man ot enius; 

his oonviction seems rathor to be an emanation of the soul, 

a sudden dramatio upthrust of a soul-yearning, suddenly. 

Suddenly a man becomes conscioua--he knows not how--of a 

stirring 1th1n, a fermentat on, unfoldment. like thee p 

oreeping up the tree, or like routh coming into the et e 

of manhood. Thora is a real spiri tu.al attack at a certain 

moment in hie life which is so real, so overpo~ering, so 

strong, that it shooks him phye1oall7, and then he knows th t 

something has a akened within him. and from that day on he 

becomes the slave of that revelation nd of that impulse; 

he knows nothing else, he knows no one else; ha would trample 

upon hie own happiness and upon tho happiness of those dear 

unto him; he will face the hole world and speak the ord 

even it the hole orld oommands him to be silent. He has 

been taken up b7 some dark, hidden omDlpotent force; he is 

now the slave of a vioion; ha Will no become a lonely and 

misunderstood 111111; he will no be a prophet. And that is 
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ho Jeremiah beoame a prophet. 

The drama no shifts from the house of Jeremiah to 

the great publio square ot the city. On tho one aide is the 

palaoe of the king; on the other side the tsnple. A great, 

motley orowd of men, women and children are moving to and 

fro, swayed by great excitement and gr~t expeota~ion. A 

delegation has come from the king of gypt seeking an 

alliance with the Israelites against their common foe, the 

Babylonians. HaLe the pl y,rright throws some marvelous 

light upon orowd payoholog7, upon the moods of the mob. 

There is the mob, a very real and living thing, swayed by 

exoitement, chattering, goeepping, debating. "Do we want 

an alliance 1th Egypt? Do e ant to fight Babylonia?" 

The hot-bloods, ' the hot-spurs. the young men 1th 

the promise of viotor7 beto·re • clamor for war; the 

military caste, the professional prophet, 1he religious cult, 

they clamor for ar; war means their own exaltation; the 

husbandmen, the ~armers, the old men, the cool heads ask for 

peace,. But the · mob is excited, the mob begins to clamor for 

war, and in the midst of this scene Jeraniah appears, his 

voioe rising above the populace, insistent, strident, 

oryi.Dg "Peace, peace at all costs! 1ar is a ravenous, 

destroying beast! Have you raised your children for the 
of gold 

slaughter? It is better to pay tribute" to the onemy than 

to pay tribute of blood to ar. Peace at all oosts I" 

"othing ia hol7; ar is not holy, death is not hol71 lite 

alone 1a hol7," ories Jersniah. 

_,,_ 



And the poople jeer him, am the people call him 

coward; and the people begin to move unto the palace olmnor-

1ng for war, insisting that the King Zedekiah should at once 

declare an alliance w1 th Egypt and go forth to fight the 

Babylonians; am the prophet Jeromiah, sensing the danger, 

places himself, his o body, between the advancing mob and 

the doors of the palaoe and begs and entreats and thre tens 

and curses; but he is beaten down, the mob ie triumphant, 

andallianoe 1s effected, war has been deloared! 

And then the play moves on swiftly. e playwright 

makes of Jeremiah a paoifist, and the Whole theme of the 

:play seems to be pacifism, as exemplified and preached by 

Jeromiah. I believe that the triter here has violated the 

spirit ot the prophet Jer(J'Iliah of Hebrew prophecy. The 

Hebre prophets ere not ~oifi ; they hated ar but not 

because ar is al aye wrong. they visioned the day of 

• universal peace, ltlen men would beat their a ords into :plow

shares; but not because they believed that war as always 

wrong. The prophets knew that sometimes an arm must be 

amputated to save the body, and that sometimes the body must 

ba killed to save tho soul, nd that sometimes a million men 

must die to save an id a. 

The genius of the Je is not pacifistic; the genius 

ot the Jew is acti vistic. n rhou shalt not murder," reads 

the commandment, not "Thou shalt not kill." Sometimes war 

is holy, and sometimes death--the death of martns; sometimes 

death is beantifu.lly holy. 



!lhe action ot the play then moves on. A battle is 

1n progress; rumors are floating in the air that the Egyptian 

have won, the Egyptians have defe ted the Babylonians. 

"Victory!" cries the mob. And then Jeremiah appears on 

the scone and again he is taunted and hooted: "Behold the 

prophet of evil! Behold hie lying prophesies? e have won, 

e have triumphedl Jerusalem endureth forever." 

And JerEl'lliah himaelf begins to be persuaded th t 

Israel is actually victorious, and instead of feeling a med 

that his prophecy has proved flee, he, the true patriot and 

the true lover of his people, feels relieved; he feels a 

burden 11:tted from off hie shoulder. and he himself begins to 

rejoice with the people. Butte rumors of victory prove 

false; a messenger arri vee announcing that the .gyptians have 

be an oru.ahed b7 the forces of ahadnezzar; 1he enemies are 

approaching the city, and the call to arms is· sounded. 

nd then Jeremiah begins to feel that perhaps hie 

premonition as really true; he begins to dread the truth of 

hie 0111 vision, and· he falls upon his knees and begs of God 

to prove him a liar, to prove his vision false and eave the 

people. 

The next eoane is on the ramparts of the oi ty; the 

o1 ty is besieged; t o soldiers are discussing between than

ael ves the ar, and the playwright here thro s into the 

dramatic arena the whole problam of war as it touches the 

soldier. Jeraniah appears on the aoene again orying hia 

doleful massage of doom, and then the king :.iedekiah appears 

-9-



and he heara this or7 and has Jeremiah brought to him; and 

for the first time king and prophet meet. Jeremiah faces 

Zedekiah even as Bathan faoed David, even as Elijah faoed 

Ahab, dauntless, fearless, armored vdth a mighty conviction. 

He oaJ.led Zedekiah a coward for having yielded t,o popular 

olamor, and he oalls upon him to save the oity before it is 

too late. "Beg peace, sue for peaoe of liebuohadnezzar and 

save the oit7!" Zedekiah says, "I seek Nebuohadnes■ar, my 

toe?" Jeremiah said, "Send envoya, hile there is yet time 

to save Jerusalem. n . " hy should I be the one to propose a 

parlef?'' "Blessed is he ho first holds out his hand for 

peaoe," says Jeremiah. ''Blessed is the king ho spares the 

blood of his people." 

". hat it I were to ofter m hand, only to find 

the offer rejeoted?" 

"Blessed are they ho are rejected for justice' 

ea.lee, for they are men after God's heart." 

n1 tell thee that the very children ould mock me, 

and the women would laugh at ma 1n my shame." 

"Better to be follo ad by the laughter of fools 

than by the tears of widows. !hink not of th19elf; but of 

the people, Whioh God bath appointed thee to lead. Do God•s 

\1111, though fools laugh. Thou hast raised thF head ainst 

Aehur. Humble thyself no before him." 

"Hmllble myself?" 

"Bumble th7Belf, anointed of the Lord, for the sake 

of Jeruaalem. Open the gates, open thy heart, thus only 
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oana t thou save the 01 t y. " 

11 i th the sword will I eave Jerusalem, at the 

hazard of my life, but not of my honor. ~ou kno est not 

what thou askest." 

"Of thee I demand the hardest of duties. as is 

befitting for the Lord's anointed. Offer up thy pride, the 

treasure of thy heart, for the sake of Jerusale . Kneel 

before Hebuohadnezzar, even as I kneel before thee. Open 

the gates, and open thy heart. Abase thyself. •ing .edekiah, 

for it is better thou shouldst be abased than that Israel 

should be laid low. 1 

"Away w1 th thee, awe.71 

before no man on earth." 

I 111 humble myself 

fhen Jeremiah sprin s µDJ> tuously to his feet. 

" oourst, then, be the oil with h oh thou wast anointed. 

~ion has been entrusted to thy hands, and b7 thy bands is 

ion destroyed. ayat thou be forgotten by God• s mercy, 

even as thou hast forgotten Jerusalem. curse be upon thee, 

murderer of Zion •. n 

Zedekiah taunts him. "Flee to the onem7." he says, 

to .Jeremiah, "7ou have my permission. My soldiara 111 let 

you through. Go, craven oo ard, and orawl before the 

Babylonians. I ~tay w1 th my people: I am ready to die 

with thCIIII." 

And the king leaves nd Jeremiah feels that he has 

tailed. Here as his ohanoe to ooDYiDoe the king, to ave 

the oit7 and eave the people; but now, perhapa beoauee of hia 
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own incompetence, because of his own impetuousity, his own 

weakness, he has tailed, he is accursed by the Lord. None 

will heed him; the people at first, the leaders, and no the 

king, and he is oruehed and broken . 

But his via doloroaa--his path of sorro s. is not -----
yet ended, and the next scene brings Jeremiah bl;lck to hie 

mother' a house. His mother is dying, and in her death 

throes she calls for her boy whom she had accuraed--Jor(J?liah. 

Jeremiah oomea--a humiliated and broken and crushed man, and 

his mother welcomes him as a motmr would, nd says unto him: 

"Jere!J'..iah, now that men hate you, I will love you; no that 

men curse you, I will bless you." And Jeraniah feels sure 

that his faith, that his mother, that hie hole lost world 

is being-restored to him. 

courage. 

He ins new faith and new 

But his mother has been led to think during Iler 

illness that nothing was wrong 1th Jerusalem, that it a 

not besieged, and so she asks of Jeraniah, "Ho are things? 

How is it with the cit7?" And Jeremiah is tortured with 

this question. Shall he tell hie mother and break her 

heart? Shall he speak as God compels him to speak? or 

shall he deny the living God that is throbbing within him, 

and, in order to eave hie mother the last agonies in her 

days , tell a falsehood. 

And Jersniah kno11B the depth ot torture hen he 

tries to tell hie mother that all is well--Jeruealem endureth 

forever, the temple will not be destroyed! And he oannot, 
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for the ords that oome to his lips are not words of oom:tort 

and cheer, but words that oome out of that dark, torturing 

conviction of his, and he cannot give his mother even a ord 

of oomfort. God ill not let him. 

The mob breaks in upon the eoene. Jeremiah ie 

hastened before a tribunal and ia aooused of treason nn~ he 

is sentenced to be thro into the pit. 

fhe next eoene, perhaps the most powerful in the 

pla7, is in the council oh ber of the king. The siege is 
. 

now 1n its eleventh month: provisions are running low. King 

Zedekiah 1B disturbed. He sunmone a council. Shall they 

sue for peaoe, or shall they not? The general , the 

militarists, the professional prophet, the high priests, 

oppose suing for peace; the te rd, a man who is in char e 

of provisioning the city, and the old burgher, Imre, urge the 

king to sue tor peace. nd then the king announces -that a 

messenger is come from Bebuohadnez■ar offering terms of 

peaoa, and they are these: Debuc~adnezz~ is ready to raise 

the siege; he is tired of the siege--on one condition: that 

as the gatu are opened and he enters the city, King '::edekiah 

is to oome to him on foot with hie crown in hie hands and a 

oden yoke around his neok; he is to debase himself; he is 

to humble himcelt. 

Zedekiah at first haughtil7 refuses; he is a proud 

man,--the k1ng; he will not bend his neok to a yoke tor any 

man. But then he ie persuaded. edekiah consents to 

humiliate himself in order to eave Jerusalem. DUt then the I 
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seoond condition is preeonted1 namely, the king is very 

inquisitive to know \\bat 1s in that mysterious Holy of 

Holies o:f the ~ooiple. He has heard so much of the 

invisible God ,mo d\tella among the oherubim in the temple 

that he wishes the privilege of entering it just once in 

order to see 1 t. 

And then the high priest rises in anger. and the 

professional prophet: "fhat desecration! Rather shall e 

perish, all of us!" l nd the king asks them to vote upon 

this proposal., and th ere is a. di vie ion of opinion • '£he 

steward and the old burgher ea,-, "Lot us yield and eave the 

lives of these men, women and children." The professional 

prophet and priest oppoeo it. And then it ie left to 

~edekiah. And ~edekiah, left alone, struggles ~1th himself 

and with his pride and with his rising anger. Vhy should he 

permit himae~ and his people and hie faith to be trampled 

undor foot? 

terms. 

He will not? And he deoidee not to accept the 

But even as ho does that, al.one in the dark, doubts 

beset hirn, fears beset him, visions of doom beset him, and 

he bethinks h1msel1 of Jeremiah--that voice that warned him 

eleven months ago--Peace! peace at all costs? that warned 

him on the ramparts at night, "edekiah, sue for peace and 

appc,ase yourself." 

And he stealthily orders one of his men to go and 

tatah Jeremiah from the pit and bring him before him. And 

there you have the last tremendous aoene of the play--the 
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king and Jeremiah alone at night in the palace. edekiah 

asks of Jeremiah what ha would do it such proposals are 
• 

brought; and Jeremiah sa79 at onoe, "Yield, yield at all 

costs!" Zedekiah ea7a, 'What! even let them desecrate the 

house of God I" Jeremiah says, "If God does not ish Hie 

houee desecrated He will see to it. neld! God does not 

dwell 1D tabernacles and God does not dwell in tanples. Yield" 

And then Jeremiah learns that it is too late, that 

the messenger has al.ready gone forth, and ,edekiah is merely 

trying to h ve him assuage his o n soul and confirm him in 

his own decision. And then he turns, and in a ld wrath, 

in a wild, passionate outburst against 7edekiah, he curses 

him and curses his children, and aa7e that Jerusalem will 

fall nd the t anple will be de troyed. 'And before your 

ver7 81$8, Xi~ 7'edekiah, will y r children be slain, one by 

one, and then your own eyes will be put out and you 111 be 

oaet out, a broken, crushed, blinded, acouret figure--10u, 

that betrayed your people ? " 

But Zedekiah faces this to ering raga of the 

prophet and he ie humbled before it, and as Jeremiah comes 

out ot the tranee Zedekiah walks to him and says, ''What a 

power is entrusted to thee, Jeremiah. Thou hast broken the 

very strength of my limbs. The very marro is frozen in my 

bonea • Terrible are thy ords, Jeremiah." 

Jeremiah has a akened from his trance, and the fire 

1n his eyea is quenched. "Poor are my words, edekiab. 

ealcneaa is all my strength. I know, but cannot aott" 
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"'.edekillh: y didnt thou not come to e sooner? 

Jorom1Qb: I ae over at rid , but t ou oouldot not 

find me • 

edek1ah: i1bou hast fill d my h rt 1th dl-oad, 

I boar thee no grudge. ero mus no quai·rel bet iot us 

t in who stand 1n the shad of do ~h. Got thee baok enoe 

thou hast oome. ou ohalt not lao .. food, or I ·1111 s ro m 

lat oruot with tee. Lt none irnO o our convoree, ve 

God. ( J romiah urns to o) St r, Jo omiah. ·ust t e ft 

be. llioh thou h et toretold? Jerue lam, my Jorus lom. 

Canst t-hou not avert it? 

Jorern1Ah: aught onn I do to vort it. I cnn 

only prophesy •. o upon the t • 

ek1ah: Jeremlnh. ot e.nt \1ar. I 

toroe to deolaro ar, but I lo e o ae. nd I love thoe 

beoau o of thy love for pe oe. lot • 1 h a light heart did I 

take up arms, but before I 11 eel tlere nae under od's 

he ven, and there 111 be war after I do d. I ha o 

su.tfored sreatly, a thou o ot testify when the timo oomea. 

Be thou near me hen thy wordo ro fulfilled. 

Jor iah: I 111 bo n r thee, ~edokiah, my broth•• 

,., edeltiah: Jo emiab ! ou hast curoed me, Jorem1 h. 

leeo n , ere o part. 

net Jeranlah, tt r a. oment' e os1 t tion, trides 

ba .. nd holda hia handaover the kiDg. " ho Lcrd blooa theo, 

d eep thoe 1D all th7 a19. the light ct his 

1vo thee 
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"edekiah: (As in dream} ay he give us peace. 

~e crisis arrives; starvation 1s in the city; the 

people are beginning to grumble. i'hay #OW begin to curse 

their le adere and their king. ow they begin to oall for 

Jeremiah, no that the walls are begi~ng to oru.mble. 

"Bring us 3erem1ah! He told us the truth. He is 

our leader. He is lijah. He is the prophet. Jeremiah!" 

And Jerem1~ is hauled out from the pit and brought betore 

the ·people, and the people clamor. "Jeremiah, show us a 

miracle. Save the city. Thou art great and po erful. Show 

us a miracle. :l!he king bas betrayed us." 

nd then Jeremiah turns against the people ho are 

no facing him even as they onoe jeered and taunted him . 

''The king has betrayed you.? ve betrayed yourselve 

, You are the guilty ones. You la,ed ith the s ord nd now 

10u feel its edge. Sho you a miracle? I oan' t work 

mir oles, but even if I could I ould not. If it is God's 

Will that the oi ty be destroyed and th t you be exterminated, 

Godis will be done, I submit.' 

nd then the crowd shifts, as a orowd 11, and 

seem to feel that Jeremiah is ouraing them, and they rush 

upon him and beat him and drag him down eYeD as the enemy 

enters the city. 

The soene before the last is in the vast or71>t in 

a hidden pl.ace outside the oity, where the refugees are. 

Jeramiall is among them. And here the plaJWright brings in a 

•loua n0te,.__ .Jff•1al11 a -pi~r~o~p~hM•KoH7-~~----v--a-,~u11~1~1n.a.-.---+----
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Hie vision of doom has been proved true, and now Jeremiah, 

the patriot, Jeremiah, the lover of his people, that ian with 

the milk ot human kindness in ~im, asserts himself. He 

turns against God.. He curses God. Wh7 did not God prove 

his vision a lie? rlhy did God destroy the people? hy 

did he not show pity? hy is He so oruel? 

And Jeremiah rebels. Jernmiah turns the great 

rebel and curses God. "I will return to the people," he 

sa7s. 'I will beg humbly their pardon. I will be 1th them 

I will serve them. I 111 hate God who betrayed me and 

betra19d his own people." But in that very moment of 

rebellion a messenger arrives from the king lebuohadnezzar 

swmnoning Jeraniah to appear be.fore him in order to receive 

great reward for the true pro heoy which he had prophesied 

oonoeming the destruction. ['h - ng Bebuohadnezzar wants 

him in order to restore him and to magnify him. nd 

Jeremiah, the patriot, refuses, and even as he refuaes hie 

trance t&ltes hold of him again, and the old fire comes back t 

the frame that had bem tried and exhausted; and now there 

comes to him a vision of the doom ot Babylon, of the 

destruotion of this great empire that is now reveling and 

triumphant over the fall of Jerusalem, and now there come to 

his lips not the orde ot burning denunoiation and hate, but 

sweet words of ohe er and comfort and love. lo Jer(IIliah, th 

prophet of doom, becomes the prophet of comfort and oheer. 

A new day is coming unto the people of Israel. 71on rebuilt 

Israel reetore4I Yet again do the7 oome from the ends ot th 
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earth and dell eaoh man under hie vine and under his fig 

tree. 

Jeremiah again is conquered by the Lord. Jeremiah 

again becomes a helpless agent of a vast prophecy. but now 

hie prophecy is one of hope anl faith and rebirth nd restora 

tion. 

And the last eoane of the great drama is in the 

publio square. a exiles are preparing themselves for the 

sad pilgrimage to distant land. The Chaldeane appear on 

the scene from the palaoe reveling, and in the midst of this 

brawling orowd is seen the figure of the blinded Zedekiah. 

Ibo had been made sport of in the festivities of the Chaldean. 

Upon the soene appears Jeremiah th his hosts of refugees. 

singing, singing; an~ he spea a un o the people ho were 

about to leave their homes and eil' oi ty. He speaks to 

than words of faith and cheer. and here the author has 

writtm some marvelous passages of pure lyrioiem hioh remind 

one of the olasaio phrases of the Bible. 

And the Chaldeane stand astounded, and one of the 

oaptains ea~, "Ver117, madness seems to have seized them. 

e are the viotore, the7 the defeated and the disgr oed. 

y, then, do thq not oomplainT" And another Chaldean ea19 

"An invisible f oroe must sustain thell." And yet another 

aa)a. "!rue, they believe in the invisible. That ie the 

IIJB te17 of their tai th. " And the oaptain says, "How is it 

possible to eee the invisible, or to believe in hat oa.nnot 

be NOT fhe7 must have seoret arta, like those of oui-
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astrologers and soothsayers. It ould be 11 to learn 

their mJ'B teries. " And another Chaldean says, "~eee 

myeteriee oannot be taught; the secret lies in faith. That 

sustains than, they say, is their faith in the invisible God • 

And then one of the choruses of the andarers sings· 

"~e wander adown the road of suffering, 

Through our trials e are purified, 

Everlastingly vanquished, and everlaotingly overthrown, 

For ever enslaved, for ever enfranchised, 

Unceasingly broken and unceasingly renewed, 

The mook am the sport~ all nations on earth. 

e wander through the eternities, 
. 

A remnant, a remnant, and yet numberless. 

e march on ard to God, 

o God who is the beginnin and the end, 

To God who is our home." 

one of the Chaldeans says, "see ho they are 

walking to meet the sun. Hie light shines on their foreheads 

and they themselves shine i th the strength of the sun. 

Mighty must their God be." And the captain says, 'Their 

God? Have e not broken down his al.tare? Have ie not 

conquered him?" 

the invisible? 

nd the Chaldean sa ~ , " ho can conquer 

en we oan slay, but the God who li Yee 1n 

thsn we cannot slay. A nation oan be controlled by force; 

its spirit, never." 

Had I the time--and I have not the time--I ould 

dwell more at length, as I should wish to, on the inter-
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pretation of some of the mighty passages of this great drama. 

I submit it to you that you read it; I submit it to you that 

Jou read Jeremiah of the Bible. This author was able to 

see in the aharaoter of Jeraniah an opportunity far a 

preachment that is pertinent and relative to our, own day. 

The prophets o:t Israel are not dead; their vision 

is not dead, their idetls are not dead; they must become 

potent and foroefu.l and effective in our lives today, if 

our civilization is to be saved that catastrophe with which 

the kingdom of .Tudea was vis1 ted. 

Jeremiah, hie love for freedom, hie love for peace, 

his love for truth; Jeremiah, who taught people ho to 

worship God, in truth, in spirit and in "111, not through 

s orifices and not through for , and not through 

oeremonialism,--Jeremiah hoped for the day hen men will be 

ruled not by la , not by ordinance, not by covenants written 

on tablets of stone, but b7 a covenant which will be engraved 

upon the tablets of the heart. 

Jeraniah iahed for the time when men will feel 

that nothing else in life oounts--wealth, position, affluence, 

wisdom or knowledge--nothing is of value save only God and 

the quest of God and the truth of God and the love of God 

and the lUe in God. 

Jeremiah, perhaps the greatest spiritual foroe 1D 

the world, 1a a living thing in our own da7 and in our o n 

generation. 'L t not the w1 se nan pride himself upon his 

wisdom, and let not the atrong man pride himself upon hia 
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strength." Let not a nation pride itself upon its armies 

and its navies. Let not a people pride itself upon its 

soientifio developments and inventions and towers Di 

buildings. 
. 

If an10na must be proud, it anyone must boast, 

let him, let that man, that race, that people, that land, 

boast of this: "Seek ye and know ye" - meaning God. 

That is Jeremiah. 

-o--
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