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I spoke last week ot the ge of Confusion. 

I expressed it as my opinion that the dominant uality of 

our life today ie one of almost hopeless confusion. I said 

that politically our life is a cluttered up heap of 

anomalies; that eoonomioally our age is running the entire 

gamut of change from the tragic to the ridiculous; that 

spiritually e are at the lowest ebb in the history of 

mankind since the fall of Rome. 

I expressed it as my judgment that the ar 

seemed to have undermined our ontire intellectual life, our 

ment l apparatus; it has· shaken our faith in the old 

convictions and the old beliefs; our minds are not clear­

thinking minds but propaganda min , fed with half-truths 

and rumors an:l prejlldioee. nd I expressed my doubt as to 

whether this generation of ours, hich has tasted blood, 

will ever seo the orld pacified, made normal; Jhether e, 

of this ge, will ever recover from the losses of the ar. 

But, I said, if mankind is ever to leuve t e 

age of confusion am enter upon the age of reuson, that e 

must begin at once with the primer and the kindergarten, 

right up through our entire educational s tElll, to reorganize, 

revamp, redeem our entire eduoationnl content and method. 

If we are to have a new world for the old world, then we must 

set up ne goal.a and new stamarda and new aspirations for 

the children of tomorrow. 



• • 

No. this morning I nt to ape a little 

more at length about this age of reason lhich is to supplant 

the age of confusion. tis it? Ho ie it to be 

e footed? Is it just a Utopia? A tantalizing but un-

satisfying vision? n impossibility? Is it too good for 

human daily food? In times of distress -and unrest and 

unh ppiness the minds of men turn to dreams of Utopia. an 

always a eeks refuge in dreams. The man ho is lost in the 

desert and is parched with thirst will catch glimpses of a 

mi rage ot cooling shades and an abundance of water. 

e seek refuge in dreams; nd so the mind of 

the race, in times of extrsne trouble and tribulation, 111 

picture for itself dream orlds, Utopias of peace and 

felicity and porfeotion. Vhen Alario, the Goth, a 

passing through It ly and Rome like the ,rath of God; ,hen 

Rome, the mistress of the orld, as crumbling in blood and 

fire; hen that marvelous empire hich as to e de med 

eternal had become n seething world of sedition and civil 

strife and aassacre and bloodshed am la lesaness, the 

Christian st. ugustine, to comfort himself and to solace 

his tai thful followers, rote hie Utopia, called " he City 

of God," in hich he pictured a marvelous city, a heavenly 

city of bliss and peace and justice, in ·~hich the righteous 

ho are persecuted and denied here below will find eternal 

oompensa t ion. 

In the sixteenth century, when urope as 

torn with o1 vil and religious strife , shortly after the fall 
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ot Constantinople, the new ome--Constantinople, which as 

the seat ot culture and learning for over a thousand ye re; 

when Europe was startled and frightened and confused by the 

fall of this great capital ot eastern Christ ndom to the 

oh medans; When men's mime w~re beginning to be troubled 

by religious doubts nd perple itiea, Sir Thomas oore irate 

his Utopia to comfort and cheer and strengthen the he rte and 

minds of men. 

And so in our own ge, this age ot confusion 

1n hich we live, men have turned to dreams of Utopia. fen 

like tells and others are riting pictures of the kingdom 

come.of the perfect VM)rld, to cheer and strengthen our 

drooping spirits . 

i'he trouble 1th m t of th eae Utopi a is that 

the more perfect they are tl.e less helpful they are. ey 

are too perfect and too far distant to be able to guide the 

stumbling, groping child of man. They are like to ering 

mountain peaks, resplendant in the sunlight, but 1th nowhere 

a path discernable by hich a an may reach that peak. oat 

of these Utopias are programs without a technique; they are 

visions without the wherewithal of ma ing that vision come 

true; they are like the legendary gardens· of Eden--perfect, 

delectable but inaccessible. beo use at its gate is the angel . 
with the revolving sword ot fire who forbids admission. 

And yet, while it is true that most of these 

dreams and councils of perteotion are not of very much help 

to us in our trials and problems, d we o need some ideal to 
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guide us. Ii thout an ideal we are 1ithout a compass to 

steer our oouree aright. . e ould be drifting aimlessly 

upon an endless sea of ohrulce. It is only in the nature of 

things that mankind should project a wish, an ideal, and 

then procoed to try to ma e th t wish and that ideal come 

true. '.i!he rabbis so wisely said that before God created 

the world He created the orah. The ideal preceded the 

att(J'llpt to corporoalize and express that ideal. 'fhe Bible 

said of roses that he was to build the izpah. the taber­

nacle, after the fashion of the tabernacle in Heaven. The 

Christian apostles id, 'In the beginning was the 'ord; and 

the U/ord was mm.a flesh." 

The whole philosophy ot Plato and of hie 

deeoiplee to this day ie bas upon this fund mental 

oonviotion--th t the idea preo dee, nd is primary to, the 

expression of that idea; that the idea is the form. In 

other ords, the essence, the creative impulse, 11 in iteelt. 

And o if mRnkind is ever to advance it must 

have cert in bookoning, attracting ide le to guide it. I 

believe the ide 1 of our a e today, the bec:oning dream­

orld of our generation, is what we choose too ll the Age 

of Reason. ~ reat modern philosopher called his 

magJlll! opus tho Age of Reason. santiana wrote his great 

rk ot many volumes and called it the A e of Reason. Hie 

main oontention is that tho highest good in life is the stat• 

of reason. eaaon is the sunmary, and the total. and the 

olimaz of human aspiration; that everyaotivit7 ot the human 
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mind--roligion. soienoe, art, eooioty, pol1t1os--must 

contribute its aha.re to the reasonableness ot human life. 

That vision, ot course, as not revealed with 

santia.na. Othor men in ages gone by had the same dream of 

the Age of Reason. The great Greek thinker who lived in 

the third centur7--Plotinus, who ea bitterly engaged in 

fighting the superstitions of his day--sorcer7 and magic and 

idolat r7 nd false not1ona--1n one of his 

heroic thought, heroic even in our own day. 

orke utters thie . 
He ea e: "He 

who yields to the charm of political power, or aught else 

than truth and true beauty. or even he who searches for 

beuuty in inferior things, he ho is dece1 ved by appearances 

or who tollowa irrational fnclinations, 1a as truly be itohec 

as if he were the victim of m gic. '' 

In other Ordu, the aim of life is to free 

mankind from this bewitchment of the irrational, the 

• unr eaaonable. ~he aim of life, the ideal ot aociet7, is 

to rise from the purely animal instinctive to the rational 

and the intellectual; to rise from the purely habitual to 

.the critical and the thoughtful; to rise from mob action 

and mob movements and mob passions to the thoughtful, 

rotleotive life of the autonomous individual. 

Human progress, then, is the dl7Damio task of 

substituting tact for fiction, truth for more opinion, 

knowledge for rumor, a disciplined life for QD emotional, 

anarohio, unorganized lite. 

ai v111 zat ion. 

That is the task of 
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low, we, in the days before the lar, actually 

believed that we had entered this Age of Reason. ,e 

actually thought that because of the advances which science 

has made, because of the multitudinous inventions that we 

were actually living in the Golden ge. And it took the .ar• 

and the peace which followed it, to shatter our illusion; 

it took a war to reveal to us our close proximity to the 

jungle life and the beast lite. Had we really entered the 

Age of Reason in tho da ye before tlal • ar, had our lite been 

grounded in truth, the \116.r would never have come upon us; or 

if it had come upon ua, it would never have unloosened 

those primitive, primordial jungle passions of hate am 

prejudice am lust ~nd bloodthirstiness which it did . 

ar, of course, ia jungle institution; and 

it brings men back to the twilight lifo of the jungle. But 

it we had been as far removed from the jungle as we thought 

we were, war ould never have overtaken us. The fact of 

the ~~tter is that we over-ostimated the civilization of 

our mind; am not only that, we overestimated the role which 

reason as actually playing in our individual lives. You 

and I think we are r ational creatures; you and I thinl: that 

our actions are determined by reason, by logic, by re!leotioa, 

by judgment. Doctor Eliot, writing on the Biological 

Foundation ot the Human aracter, makes this startling 

statsnent: ''The more e study character the more convinced 

e are that men's aotivities are much less purposive and 
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more the mere produot of blind emotion or instinct esoaping 

along its normal channels, though outwardly refined and 

decorated by the veneer of re eon and intellect." 

In other words, beneath this placid surfuce 

of our lives, upon which the sun plays an attractive surface 

of reason and culture and intellect, thore are deep, dark 

depths where our emotional life is to be diacovered--depths 

where all the survivals of the racial experiences from 

times immemorial are depoaited. 

Our p t, my friends. is l ays 1th us. 

Nothing is ever destroyed in our o n lives or in the life of 

the raoe. P.verything is recorded and rem ins. Our past 

fN3.y not, at a given moment, be in the realm of our conscious 

lite, but deep down in the ure house of the sub-

consci oua they are lodged. things e saw and all 

the things e iahed for, ovary act, thought, moveiont, 

hope nd wish of our life ia there--indestruotible. 

And it is so with the hwnan race. Its past 

lives in the present. ~!.'he e vage, the cannibal, the jungle• 

m n, the ape-man is still in the man of today--dormani, 

hidden in some dark corner, suppressed, but ju.et as in the 

case of the individual, under eome}WPnotio spell hie paat 

will surge in upon him suddenly, vividly, so in the case of 

the human raoe. under a strong impulse, under eome great 

tension, that hiddeo, ugly, unattractive past of the raco 

will surge in upon us, blind us, play with us; and it is the 

taek of ma 
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the tuture--the Age of Reaeon. 

What do I mean by an Age of _eaaon? 1h t 

m I thinking of when I ape k of an Age of Re son? Am I 

thinking of some fairylam? m I . thinking of a orld 

utterly a itfer ent from this world of Clov eland, Re York, 

London um Rome, in whioh we live? I am not. ~e world 

of tomorrow ill be a little different from tho ~orld of 

today. Aa far as human mitorial, as tar as physical 

uppoaranoes, are concerned, there will bo nothing in the 

world to oome whoso seeds are not already to be found in 

the world here and now. Thora will be but one difference, 

and that diffBrence is tremendous, and it is this: In tho 

world today we have the prom::~m of the Age of Reason, but 

we oannot carry it out. 

is to go in our program. ' noed no now revelnt ion to tell 

us what ia good or What is desirable or what 1D juet,but 

we are so eaneshed in the absurdities, in the survivals, in 

the entanglements of the pat; e are compelled to follo 

so many secondary considerations, that we cannot realize 

even a pitiful part of that program without untold labor 

• and aaorifioe and bloodshed. 

Deo«use our hands are tied we cannot today 

make progress ithout revolution; we aanno_~ move without 

euttering; every one ot our activities is burdened with a 

load hiah seems to crush us. Instead of giving the 

aotivitiee ot the human mind autonomy, free saope, freedom 
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it with oompromiae and the need ot conoeeaion and the need 

of paying tribute to this or that, to this prejudice, to 

this privilege, to this o onsideration, eo that 1 ts progress 

ia halting. painful. 

You take eduoat1on. Inatend of establishing 

univereitiea and selecting the best minds of our land and of 

our world EWd s~.iying unto them, 11 en. gl forth! follow the 

light whithersoever it leads! Find truth and give it ·to 

unto us!" we find that universities must. in the very quest 

for truth, trim the sails to certain very definite winds. 

Universities, as a rulo, are heavily endowed, t nd that 

meuns that they are heavily controlled. It means that 

universities must not teach any doctrine that, to aome 

privileged class.es .. eetma to ba ubversiwe ani destxuotiv e. 

It means that if the pros1dant o a university dares to 

introduce liberal ideas, in other words, ideas which 

lib arnli ze and emanoipa te, h must surrender hie post. 

beoause, forsooth, he o:f:fonds soma people who did not wish 

to be or to have othore emanoipatod. 

I understand tho. t th ore is a uni vars 1 t7 

soliciting for funds in our vicinity, and the university 

holds forth as an inducement to rich givors that if they 

will contribute liberally to this oauee, the university will 

pledge itself to fight sooislism or other destructive 

eoonomio theories. In othor words, educational aoademio 

treodom is being, from the very start, burdened with a 

propaganda, with a preoonoai vAA "ntio?? ot _..___.._ .. • 
... •• -- v .... D~ll,l"'ll"ffl.l,G_.-. ----t---• 
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That is hat I mean when I say that human aoti vi ties today 

are not free. 

Take religion. Inetead of ea. ing to 

religion, "Oo forth! exalt life; teaoh truth. divine, heal­

ing truth!'' we aay unto religion, "The p sthas laid down 

oertain dogmas and oort in creeds beyond hich you cannot 

go. You must cont1ne your creative, eager, prophetic epirit 

within the hard crust of these creeds, hich others in the 

agee gono by ha vo found to be true." Instead of ea ying to . 
religion, 'Go forth and exalt life," we ea to it, 'You 

must defend those ho build your institutions. You must 

not eay anything that will shook or startle or render 

uncomfortable those who pay for your up-keep.-" 

And so it is en 1th eoienoe. You cannot 

teach evolution became the church members on the board of 

the univorai ty do not wish to be told of their ancient 

kinship with the ape. Art must pander to wealth or to 

popular approval. The finest emotions of the human soul-­

patriotism, love of countr7--are saddled and burdened with 

chauvinism, with armies and armaments. 

And so with the human soul; in our age today, 
not 

this age of oonfusion, • it hasAa ohanoe to give evidence 

of the marvelous capacities hich are in it, of the things 

hio h it oan do, 1:r the ahaokles only ere removed, if 1 t 

ere given troedom to live. 

Bow, in this age of reason ot whioh we dream 
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autonomy will be restored to the hum nd mind and the human 

aoul. he intricacies nd the entanglements and the eeda 

ot the past will be oleared a uy. ankind will e y to 

art, "Go torth and beautify lifett; to scienoe, "Go forth 

and discover lite"; to eduoa.tion, 11Go forth and inform 

life"; to religion, "Go forth and exalt life"; to eoonomioa. 

"Go tor th and feed lite." 

Economios, instoad of being a oonstruotive, 

deliberate aoienoe to exploit the endless wealth of this 

God's world, which has abundance for every chi·ld of God; 

instead of applying the beat of human minds to the problem 

of production and distribution, so that there· will be a 

suftioienoy for every child at God, economics today is 

burdened and crushed 1th riv lies and prejudices, with 

theories ot ownership nd control, hioh blast nd dam 

human life; so that you have your slums and your poverty 

and your misery--altogether unneoessar7. 

In the age of reason e ill givo man a cntnoe 

to be himself, true to the vision that is hie. r. ells, 

in writing hie book, "lfen Like Gode. " makes l is hero say, 

at the conaluaion of the story, after this panorama ot the 

rld to come unfolds itself before his eyes. ''Given only 

the wlllJ Ah, given only the will!" That is why the Age of 

Reason iill have to be ·an age of faith. To kno is not yet 

to do. TO kno the right is not yet to do the right; or 

else our educated people 111 be the most moral and the most 

aoo1a1l7-mindel of ma»k1D4• 

-



Reason, knowledge, logia,. are, after all, 

only principles by which to guide our conduct. The 1111 to 

do, the driving impulse to mal.e the thing real--that must 

come not from the mind but from the soul; that must come 

not from the syllogism but from the enthulaem and the 

passion and the faith of the human aoul. I can picture for 

you a marvelous dream-world, nnd you 111 say, 'Yea, yea, 

it is beautiful, indeed.'' But unless you havein your souls 

a holy desire to make that thing come true, unless thsre is 

in you a restless urge to give all else, and if need be 

yourself, to make that Utopia come true, it 111 remain just 

a ord-pioture nd nothi~ more. 

Yes, this age of contusion is faithJ faith! 

faith in God, faith in men, fait 1 man's destiny, faith 

in an•s asoendeno7, faith in the iorld and the value of 

human sacrifice, faith in progress, faith in the tar otf 

divine. thing to whioh the whole creation moves, faith that 

e have it in us, if so we will , to mal:e a garden spot out 

ot the ilderneas and to strike water out of the rock! 

Faith thQt we oan rieo from our lowest animal, b1aatl7 

re.st, rise slowly, pa1nfullJ, rung upon rung, to the highest 

lovel nd the purer air! 

That ie the need ot our age. Faith in our 

destiny, to be co-workers of God; to create new worlds and 

t destroy old worlds. i1hat faith will hasten the day of 

the Age of Reason. 

---o - -
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E E or REASOR 

In time• or gr•t 

men to turn to dreau or utopia. 

• • • • • • • • • 

and oonfllaion, it i1 n tural for t he mind• ot 

The mind normally •eek• reflll in dreama. 

hen the Rom n Empire a orumbling be f o. e the onalaught or the barbarian hoata, 

s t. Auguatine wrete· hi• •cit or Ood - the vision or a Rell'f'enly City or beatitude 

and h16olty for 1he faithful and the autferi children or-• , In the 16th 

• 

Century, when Europe • t orn with civil and religious dlaaenaion, Sir Thoma• lloore 
the 

wrote h11 Utopia, and today, ln the midst o~ oonftaion of our rorld, men like 

• ell• are ploturl dream-world•, _. cheer and comfort mankind. But Utopla1, 
I}{) 

They intrigue the imagination 

they do not aatiafy the mind. They are not aure guid •fora groping humanity, which 

need• to be ah.own, not Kingdom Come, but the next atep. They are mountain pealca 

with hardly a path diacernlble by lfl.iah they may be r•ohed. 

But Humanity muat ru ve aome guiding ide 1 ln order to advance. We need 

t-he oompa•• o~ a beckoning laaat hope t.o ■ t. er ur courae aright. Th• lde 1 ot 

the worl d tod y 1• the e or Reason. The 1 or aociety tod y la t o free ltaelr 

from the bewitchment or the irrational, the primitive and the anarohioJ t• rlae tram 

the purely instinctive to the rational; f'rom t he purely habitual to the renective 

and critic l; f'rom the herd to the individual. The goal or lite la to eatabllah 

a condition of ao • iet.y ln which tact will t e the plao ef fiction, kn ledge of 

auperatltion• juclglllent of prejudioe. 

age over-eatimated itself beoauae of' our aolentltio adT&noement and 

diaooveriea. • e el in d outaelTea alre dy in the Age of Re aon. The ar 

shattered t.h.11 illusion. It ataggered ua with a rffelation of our close proxialty 

to the jungle lite. he Ag of Re aon which is to come will not, dlti'er radioally • 

from our World today. It will have nothing llh.ose aeed la not already exiatl • 

e h ve , program, but. w are too enmeahed ln the lagaoiea ot the paatJ too muoh 

entangled ln au"lnla and ln aeoondary oonaideratlon• to re llse nen part of 

t.hia program th.out rightful eacrltioe. The Age of Reaaon wt. 11 liberate men•• 

aotiTltlea. 
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Ro huaan in■tltut,lon l• frN today to f'unot ion properly. Bcmoation 

1111st, humor claa■ and privilege. Our uniTeraitlN are heaTily endo ed and 

heavily controlled. Unlnralty pre■i4enta and prote■aor■ are compelled to 

realgn it they dare follow the light ot rea■on wlither-..-ner l 

Appeal• tor fund■ mat be mde on the ba•l• et a prami■e to 4o propaganda 

work tor oertain eoancmio tbeorie■• 
ahell ot 

Religion muat ccnfine _ lt,a or•tiTe apiri t to the~ dlnal creed• and 

4ogaa. It muat alao defend thoae 'lh.o aupport it. Boonomio■ cannot apply 

lt.■elt oonatruotlnly to the pr.oblem of the production and dlatrlbution or the 

va■t re s0111'19■ or the •rth• f •1oh...., abundance for ■v•,-• 
but la entangled with ancient, oonoeptloaa of pe■■ea ■lon. oompetition am 

exploitation. Patriet,la la hapered w1 th Chamd•J Rationallaa i ■ atltled 

with the Junker aplrt.t. All ot life is burdened and retarded and ft oannot 

progree•• wt th.out revolution and suffering and bloodahed. 

The Age or Reaaon 1dll remOYe the•• burden■• It will reatore autonomy 

to human inat1tutlona. It will aay to Sotenoe •"Prooee4~ered o 
' • ' .. .., ....:i-. • ·~ ,--

elq)laln llf'e"J to Art -"Beautify lite" ; t Literature -•~ lih"J o- ~-·, •• 

Eduo■t1cm -•:rnrorm lit■": to Eoonaaioa -~-t.he llher■-with-■11 or 11te•; 

and to Religion- "Exalt lite". Unto each it will give treedom. and opportunity. 




