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"S~LL \'IE SA VE EUROPE?" -
~BBI 4BBA _g. SILVER, 

~ TWPLE, SUBDAY MORNING, 

NOmIBER 11, 1923, CLEVELAND. -----
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ver ainoe the outbreak of the war in 1914 

appeals have been made to Amerioa,aa periodic arises 

developed in Europe, to oome over and save the world. The 

bases of these appeals were always the duties and the 

opportunities of the American people to salvage mankind. 

fhese appeals, as a rule, oame after the orisis developed, 

not before. The statesmen of Europe proceeded with their 

purposes without consulting merioa, regardless of American 

opinion or the opinion of the rest of the world, but when 

their plane and purposes brought disaster upon themselves 

and upon others, they at once turn in p thetio appeal to 

Amerio& to oome over and save the world. 

These appeals re, s a rule, very carefully 

prepared and maneuvered, am before such an appeal is made 

to the American people, a flood of propaganda is let loose 

through our press depicting the horrors abroad and the 

imminent danger to the whole of o1v1lization, and when that 

has satisfaotorily percolated through the rank and file, 

then some popular Mnd clamoring personality is sent over--

a Clemenceau, a Foch, a Lloyd George--ostensibly as a dis

interested and friendly caller; in reality the mouthpiece of 

the nation which is interested in shouldering us with the 

new task of cleaning the et&blee of Europe. 

These great men are w~ned and dined; they 

address our Rotary oluba, and our Advertising clubs, am 
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our Chambers of Commerce; they lay the corner stones of our 

public buildings; and then they tell us what a wonderful 

people we are, and how we alone are the potent saviors of 

mankind. And we like to hear that sort of thing. Every 

man likes to be told that he belongs to the olass of the 

saviors instead of the olaas of those to be saved. We purr 

under these pettings. adulations. because at heart we are 

all Babbitts, and we like to be told how great and wonderful 

we are. 

And then from press and pulpit and editorial 

room the cry goes up trom good and honest and earnest and 

well-meaning people for us to go forth and save the world. 

Just how, we are not told definitely. But surely there must 

be a way, for haven't we been told that we are the saviors. 

if only we ohoose to be? 

A tew days ago I read a very pathetic 

article from the pen of one who was a nurse in France during 

the Viar, called, "Have we kept the faith?" And this fine 

soul, who saw the horrors and the tragedies of the war, 

recounting some of the more heartbreaking scenes which came 

under her eyes in her service, concludes her article with 

these wordst "Hundreds of thousands of us s,w these horrors 

and worse~i However we refused to talk about them, however 

tightly we locked their appearance in our breasts, they are 

not hidden from us. we are still shaken with the same 

vibration of the shook and hideousness of it all. We think 

of those who bravely died. We think. too, of our dead 



selves who onoe vowed that these others should not have died 

in vain. Can we, dare we, travel our smooth road farther, 

farther away from those great peoples of the earth whose 

oompaniotts we onoe were?" 

Now the spirit back of this is a most 

commendable one and a most beautiful one, aid yet if this 
. 

writer were asked just what she expects the American people 

to do at this particular time, just how we are to save 

Europe, and what we are to do--the means and the wherewithal 

I am rather afraid that she would be at a loss definitely 

to say. 

The impression that one gets from reading 

these articles, and others, is that, somehow, we have become 

disinterested, hard-hearted, selfish, and Europe stands 

there pitifully begging ,• ue to c me over and help, and we 

stubbo•nly and selfishly refuse. That, I am afraid, is the 

implication of the message sent forth yesterday by the ex

president of the United States, Mr. Woodrow Wilson, and . 
that, I am afraid to say, is utterly, utterly untrue. 

we did respond onoe--in 1917. fe joined the 

war, a war not of our own making, a war we did not have to 

join if we followed selfish motives. Ex-ambassador Harvey, 

now returned from Engla1u, a man whose tongue runs tar ahead 

of his mind, told the English people that we entered the war 

out of pure selfish motives. Our rights were being invaded, 

Germany was threatening our sovereignty upon the seas, and 

so we entered the war. But th tie a pitifully inadequate 



statement of the case. Had we no stomach for n heroio 

enterprise, did we not relish war for the sate of a great 

ideal, we could have adjusted our difficulties with 

Germany in twenty-four hours. 

But we knew, we felt. at least, that what was 

at stake was much more than our own prerogatives nd 

privileges. te scented, somehow, that the whole fabric of 

what we wish too 11 civilization was being menaced, &nd 

our ideal of the open hand of 000per tion among peoples was 

being enfeebled and endangered by the mailed fist of 

Prussianiem, of autooraoy: that,eomehow, the rattle of the 

sabre ultimately, unless checked, would drown the music of 

international harmony nd concord. 

So we entered th r to eave the precious 

ideals of mankind--at least. we thought so; and we poured 

torth abundantly of our spirit and of our treasure, and we 

gave joyously and freely of all we had, of all we possessed 

of the energy nd the devotion of our soul to this cause. 

e entered upon a program-- program defined by the greatest 

hero nd the greatest victim of the war-- oodrow Wilson; a 

program which held within it the seeds of hum n regeneration • 
. 

And that covenant was sealed in blood. and the millions we 

sent over, fresh and unwearied from years of warfare. turned 

the tide of battle. and the war was won. 

And so I say that anyone wm, in the face of 

the sixty thousand gr ves of American lads in Prance, in the 

faoe of a quarter of a m1111 n wounded nd mai 14, _ ___ tha_--+-__ __ 



taoe of thirty thousand millions of wealth expended, in the 

face of the heroic undertakings to feed and clothe half of 

Europe.--I say, anyone who,in the face of these selfless 

sacrifices of the American people would say that we have 

become selfish, hard-hearted and careless about the suffer

ing of m~nkind, is either a fool or a knave or a hireling. 

And we have always responded. What nat~on 

responded so magnificently in 1917? What nation was 

caught up as our nation wae, and what nation was cast down, 

was disillusioned, as we were? Five years h~ve passed 

now since the signing of the armistice, an act which we 

greeted with almost delirious joy as the beginning of .a new 

epoch. Five years have pas ed now since the last American 

lad, brought over to a stranger land three thousand miles 

away from home by a crusading people, gasped out hie soul 

the~e amidst the poison gas and the shrieking shrapnel and 

the barbed Wire entanglements--& t•etimony of our mighty 

purpose and our great devotion. Five years have passed 

now since an armistice on the basis of our program--mind you 

our program--wae signed. And here we are in 1923 with not 

one hope which then moved and inspired us realized, and not 

one dream come true. 

e had hoped for concord, and, behold, diecor; 

-we had hoped for democracy1-thie was a war to make democrac7 

eafe--am, behold, not alone autocracy but dictatorship 

everywhere. In Italy a dictator, inSpain a dictator. in 

Hungary a dicta~or, in Tu.rkey a dictator, in Germany a 



dictatorship coming. e had hoped that imperialism, that 

monster, would receive its death blow trom the handa ot the 

ten millions who died in the attempt, and, behold, the 

victorious allies today are as ravenously imperialistic as 

any people was in the daj'S betore the war. 

This world of 1923, this world of today, was 

not at all the world we pictured. was it? Thie world ot 

hunger and civil strive and inflation and economic dis

organization and conspiracies and bread riote---this world 

was not at all the world we pictured in 1917, when we sent 

our boys over to fight and save the world. Since the 

signing of the armistice we have had five or six little 

wars, and five or six little coups, and five or six little 

revolutions am counter-revolutions. Since the signing of 

the &:"Jlistioe we h ve had more misery and more misfortune 

than urope experienced in three generations. 

And those slogans, those heroic words which 

sent u.e into battle, why, they sound so hollow and so 

disconsolate today. "Open coven~nts openly arr iv ed. at!" 

Where in the world today have you an open covenant openly 

arrived at? " war to end war I" "Disarmament!" Where 

in the world today have you an attempt, even an attempt, at 

disarmamentY Why, Fr~nce today is armed to the teeth. 

Every nation in Europe today is an armed camp. Foland, whi h 

hasn't enough to keep her nationals decently, in patches, 

struts about Europe with an army of hundreds of thousands. 

Bngland and the United states, in spite of th 



ashington Conterenoe, which was to limit armament. re todat 

spending as muoh money for their navies ae they did betore 
type of 

the oonterenoe. The most tragic ot all, the sameimen and 

the same systems which brought about the holocaust ot 1914, 

the same points of view, the same attitudes of mind, are in 

control of the situation today. The same secret diplomacy_ 

hioh fired the shot at Sarajevo and kindled the universal 

conflagration, that same secret diplomacy is at work and has 

been at work since the signing of the armistice in Pris, in 

Rome, in London, in Constantinople--intriguing, scheming, 

conspiring. one against the other, fomenting civil strife, 

international strife, war. 

And we are asked to save Europe~ nd we are 

told t~at we deserted Europe. We never deserted ~urope. 

urope deserted us. urope never needed us, really. It 

needed our wealth, and it needed our money. It never neede 

nor ask ad our advioe, our counsel, our ideals. H~ry, 

it asked for our tood; impoverished, it asked for our money; 

enfeebled, it asked for our men. But as for our ideals, as 

for our vision, why, once having obtained the need ot 

things, Europe cynically, almost contemptuously, disregarded 

them. 

The story told of Clemenceau is very typical 

of the mind of Europe. When President Wilson was endeavori 

to foist upon an unwilling Europe his Fourteen Pointe or 

Articles, Clemenceau, that keen, shrewd, materialistic, 

cynical leader of a conquering people, said, ''Well, the goo4 

_,,_ 
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Lord gave us the Ten Commandments, and we have disregarded 

them. President lilson is now giving us Fourteen Points. 

We shall eee." 

When an European people is strong and 

powerful it do.es not want us; it does not need us. Germany 

did not want us in 1914, or in 1917. It did not need us. 

France does not want us in 1923 because it does not need us. 

We were at all times ready to help Europe. At every 

important conference in Europe the merioan government had 

an observer, ready at all times to give the benefit of 

counsel and advioe--waiting, waiting patiently for the open

ing of the door. But never was the opportunity granted~ 

They would not listen to us. The only thing that tn 

European people, that all European ~eoplee are anxious and 

eager, prayerfully eager, to discuss with us is the subject 

of the cancellation of debts. 

~e made one effort, our last effort, two weeks 

ago. It was worth while making. It was a fine, splendid 

thing that we made the effort, and I hope and pray that we 

shall never cease from making such efforts. I hoped that 

we would make it a year ago 1 at April. When the Genoa 

conference collapsed you will recall that I said then: "I 

think that the Genoa conference resulted indirectly in this 

forward step: in bringing Russia and Germany into the world 

again, and, secondly, in that it paves thew y for a real · 

conference, a real oonterenoe whAre economics and not politic 

will be d1.Wusse4; a conterenoe in whioh I hope America will --------ir-------
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be represented, for America must be represented in these 

negotiations. We may think that we can remain politically 

isolated; we certainly cannot remain economically isolated." 

Even as I hoped for such a conference, and 

hoped th t America would enter such a conference, I was 

very skeptical of the outcome of the negotiations, knowing 

that at least one great power in Eu.rope does not wish such 

a conference held. Just because we insisted that the 

success of such an investigation as was proposed depends 

entirely upon its thoroughness, that only as it can go to 

the bottom of the whole subject of reparations, only insofar 

ae it oan make an exhaustive study of the economic 

oapaoities of the German empire, can it be of any service 

at all, France politely, but very firmly, told America 

to keep out; just as it told gl nd a year ago in the Genoa 

conference that no conference can be held in Eu.rope that 

undertakes to discuss the problem ot German reparations and 

disarmament. 

And why? Because France does not wish the 

subject of the legality of its invasion of the Ruhr dieousse • 

France does not wish the subject of these intrigues. of 

hatchings, of separatists movements in the Rhineland, these 

opera boutfe republics, investigated--oonapiraoies 

instigated bf her own generals and officers, by her own 

treasury. France does not wish the subject of her 

extortions in the Rhineland, and taxations, studied. France 

does not wish the agreements now about to be made between 
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French industrialists nd German industrialists, these 

ghouls who have ted on the misery of the German people,--I 

say France. or Po1noare. the lobbyist of the coal and steel 

trusts of Fr noe, does not wish to have these greemente, 

which set out to place the whole burden of reparations upon 

the shoulders of th masses, the laboring cla~ses of Germany 

leaving free the industrialists who h ve gorged themselves 

with wealth in Germany during the war and since thew 

~ranee doeanot wish to have that a bjeot investig tad 

am discussed. nd so Franoe killed the project; and 

r -• 

Fr noe was able to do it, bee use F1"anoe is no strong and 

viotorious, with a mighty army and the 1 rgeet air force in 

.the world, 1th Poland, Roumani. Hungary, Czechoslovakia 

and Belgium as allies, and Fr noe ca n defy the world today 

as Germany defied it in 1914. 

And we are to save Europe! What c n we do? 

England asked France in uguet of this ye r to come to some 

understanding about German reparations. England protested 

the invasion of the Ruhr; England threatened to dissolve th 

entente if France continued; Engl nd threatened to begin 

separate negotiations with Germany if France does not yield. 

ADI France politely but firmly told England to go right ahea. 

fuere England failed how can we succeed? 

How.can we save Europe when Europe is unwilling to be saved? 

Europe has at hand her own means of salvation if so she 

ohooees. Europe has a league ot nations; Europe has an 

international oourt of arbitr tion. If the and._--+ __ __ 
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diplomats ot Europe are sincere, why, they in twenty-four 

hours oan call a oonferenoe and prepare the way for the 

ultimate pacification and stabilization of Europe. 

Europe does not need America to be saved . 

It we were to oanoel all our debts and pour additional 

billions into Europe, we could.not eave Europe. for these 

additional billions would just go to increase their 

armaments, to bring additional Jlillione of men into the 

soldiery ot Europe. Europe oan save itself if Europe wishes 

to be saved. But the time is not yet. It is tragic; it is 

sad to say, but the time is not yet. Europe has yet to 

walk the via dolorosa--the sorrowful road. There is yet to -----
be internecine strife, revolution, bloodshed, war, hunger, 

in Europe before the peoples ot Europe will find themselves . 

Germany may yet have to go through a period 

of disruption, disintegration and suffering such as she 

or any other people has not been cai1ed upon to go through. 

But nothing that we can do can eave Germany, or France, or 

England, or any other people in Europe. Europe must save 

itself. The law of htnan stupidity is now at work in 

Europe. ~aoplee will not profit from the experiences ot 

the past. nations will not read the handwriting on the 

wall, and nothing oan save these peoples but themselves. 

What shall Amerio& do in the meantime? Bide 

our time, of course. Wait for other opportunities and agai 

make the proffer of helpfulness and cooperation. Conditions 

in urope oannot remain long what they are today. The 
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diplomatic checkerboard will shift before very long, and 

other opportunities, other openings. will be given unto us. 

For the time being let us keep faith with the dead by 

putting our own house in order. Before we try to save the 

world let us try to eave our own souls. Much has happened 

in the last five years in these United States which is a 

mockery of the faith of those who lie slain in the fields 

ot France. ~hat high pitch of enthusiasm,of idealism, of 

brotherhood, which enawathed us all as with a glorious halo 

during the days of the war has fallen pitifully. Vie are 

now apiritually a depressed and a disorganized people; 

jarring notes, strident, petulant, hostile voices are heard 

here and there, and throughout the land organized hate is 

come upon this land which was aid. to be the savior of 

mankind. 

We have much to do to eave our own ideals 

and to eave our own democracy from these besetting and 

menacing sins and follies and stupidities of rac·ial and 

creedal and religious animosities and hatreds. Let us turn 

our ene~gy and our thought to America, and let us clean 

house here first before we prea1BI1e to eave mankind, beow:se 

if this last oasis of peace and quiet, of democracy, is 

d·eatroyed because of our own follies and our own blindness, 

humanity will be in sorry plight, indeed. 

How shall we keep tai th with the dead? 

Simply by organizing, each one of us, our own lives, so that 

we will have a little leas ot acquisitiveness and a little 
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more of the spirit of sharing; a little less of the passion 

tor competition and, little more of the joy of cooperation; 

a little less of the spirit ot chauvinism--my country, right 

or wrong--and a little more ot intelligence, citizenship 

and patriotism; a little less of intolerance and bigotry 

and a little more of sympathy and understanding nd good 

will; a little leas of the lustful pursuit of wealth and 

aggrandizement, and~ little more of the spiritual, the 

ideal. 

That is how we can keep faith with those 

who died that we might live more abund ntly and more fully. 

Let us try to ave our own souls . 

-18-




