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At this eeaeon of the year our brothers of the 

Christian faith are celebrating the nativity of a Je~ieh 

child , born in Bethlehem, -which is in Judea, whose life a.nd 

eaeage Ahook the world and marked a turning point in the 

history of civilization. The faith -~·vhich aa built upon the 

simple Je'.viah gospel of thia man baa nou conquered one-third 

of the world. Later ages may have obscured this ~an 1e 

meeaaP-"e, and alien accretions of subsequent days may have 

cloaked this figure of thia aim le Galilean preacher almost 

beyond recognition, but ·with the passing of the years and the 

ror th of knowiled!'.)·e among men, the man himself I this rare 

human . ersonality nd hia intrineic~lly Je fl ieh ethic~l ideals, 

are ·slowly regaining their Iaoe of supremacy and dominance 

in Christendom. 

Progreaeing Christian thou ht today, through 

aile.oce or through open hoetili ty; a.~e • iscarding the eu er

natural and the legendary elements \vhich the succeeding 

generations . have ad ed unto · thie Jeaue a a. They _.are 

discarding the orth~dox ogmae and theology hich ete built 

around this central figure. Progressive Christian thought ... ' 

today is beginnin to lay stress not upon the miraculous, 
~ 

the man, but upon the mir~cle of the man himae;tf; not upon 
-supernaturalness of Hie teaching but upon the supreme 

~-
natur~lneea, the inevitable naturalness of Hie teaching . 

And so libe~al Ohrietian though~ is preaching, slowly but 

aurely, eaaential Jervieh doctrine, and Judea is arain 

conquering Rome. 
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You have read recently in your neis a~ers of a 

reat doctrinal strug~le, of a reat theolo 0 ic conflict 

·{ i thin the rc:i.nke of the Epieco al Church of the United Sta tee . 

Certain ministers of thia denomination, and those orthodox of 

Protestant denominations, have challenged the uthority of the 

bishops, an they have proclaimed certain doctrines ,hioh the 

orthodox are stigmatizing as heresy. 

Thie etrugglehas been lon in con1ing. Beneath 

the surface of conformity in the E iscopal Church, an in 

other ortho ox Christian churches, there ha. for yeara been 

a ferment of unrest and discontent ith certain ortho ox dog

mas thich mo ern ministers find incompatible ;1th their 

scientific thinking. So far moat of these heretics have 

been more dramatic than coura eous, but it ia a sign of the 

times that a disaatiafaction is o-ro •ins apace ,.,i thin the 

ranks of the hitherto meat ooneer a tive and orthodox- a 

diaeatisfaction, mind you, lod6 ed principally against not 

the Je,ieh elements in the Christian religion but the 

typically un-Jefish or anti-Je:;ieh elements in Christianity. 

And that ia signifioan~. These rebels are attackin ~ot the 

ethics of Jesus, .hich are Jevish, but they are attacking 

certain dogmas hioh J e"sue hirueelf ·\·ould have been the first 

to attack--dogma,e ihich have come not from Bethlehem of 

Judea, but from icaea and Alexandria and Rome; from the 

Hellenic and the agan ,orld--dogmas such as the Virbin birth 

and the physical resurrection and the divinity of the an . 

It is 1 y firm belief that these rebels 'i thin the· 

fold are beginning to follo~ in the footsteps of their 
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earlier Unitarian brethern. They n.ay o so at present very 

uniillin7ly, but the tenaency ia clear an cert~in: they re 

preaching the Je,viah doctrine of the one God a11d the one 

humanity . 

No~, I say this ·ith no sense of ride. Pride 

hould not enter a religious discussion. I say thie in 

vin ication of a faith ,.hich has coat us much blood - nd n,any 

teats. I say it in vindication of an~ e old martyrdom. 

It is ·oo that the orld should kno\, that the faith of the 

humble - if it be true and truthfully held :ill ultiwately 

triumph a~ainet the mighty millions in ewer and in control. 

It is a great inspiration to every dreamer .who ie uncertain 

of the success of his dream; it io a great inspiration to 

every i ealiet vwho is iacoura: e by the tremen us od s 

abainet him; it is a r~at ins ir tion to everyone ho 

chal~en$es the entrenched majcxi y, to be able to look to 

this miracle of a small, \ eak, defeneelees ~eople clinging to 

an ideal, bile the 1orld about it denied that idea~, and 

ultimately, through the a~es, lo~ly but surely, seeing th~t 

ideal triumph. I believe that it is a supreme vindication 

of idealism as ell as of Judaism. 

Is i that the teachings of this man born -in 

Bethlehem, in Judea, ere essentially Je~ish. They ere not 

all reTarded as orthodox or ro)er or acceptable in his ~y. 

But all Hie teachin s, all of them, find their source and 

origin some here in the teachin a of prophet and sage and 

psalmist vho lived before Hia time. Th~y are Je~ish in 

essence and fashioned out of the soul an the soil of Judea. 

Jesus may have empha ize certain teachings of the -earlier 
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teachers f Israel hich needed emphasis in His ay. Jeeue 

may have mo ifie some of the te chines through a new inter-

pretation of them, but Jesus abro ated none. He did not 

co~e to abolish the law . He cane, ~s He eaid, to fulfill 

the la. "Think not that I am co~e to destroy the la or 

the prophets. I am not come to destroy but to fulfill." 

"Verily, I eay unto you till heaven anu earth pass, one jot 

or cne tittle shall in no ise pass from the lav till all be 

fulfilled." "hosoever shall break one of theae least 

commandments and shall teach men so to do, he shall be c~lle 

the least in the kin om of heaven; whosoever shall do and 

teach them the same shall be c~lled 

of heaven." 

reat in the kingdom 

a.a 
Jeeua id not feel ~-:.at the God rho/ ,orshi ed by 

Hi brethern, the od f the Bible, ,as a cruel, vindictive 

tyr~nt, and th t the ~orld ras in nee of a ne Go idea. He 

knel the God of Israel as the fine minds of His day and those 

.ho receded him kne Hin1. He knev the God of Israel as 

father and friend, just and merciful. Jesus did not feel 

aa hie follovera o.nd deaciples today seen, to feel, that the 

law, the Torah, un er .hich his brethern lived in his day ·as 

oppressive and burdensome and crushing, that only the letter 

was observed but that the e )iri t .~as violated. 

Jesus was a pious, observing Pharisee Je . He 

waa not a rebel and He -.raa not a heretic. He came to fulfill 

the law; He came to turn the minds of the people to the 

tremendous implications, the tremendous spiritual implications 

of each and every la.1 . He did not counsel or advise hie 

brothers to do a,vay 1th Je fi eh oeremoniee and Jewish 
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practices. He told hie desoiplee, "Go not unto the ay of 

_the Gentiles, a.nd enter not into the cities of the Samaritans." 
I 

He .as not a miasion~ry, and he a not ooncerne . 1th Israel 

sacrificing it a peculiar religious custons and racticea 

for the sake of vinnin converts, as P~ul later n did. He 

did not come to found a new religion. The God of Israel 

and the Torah of Israel ~ere sufficient unto him just as they 

rere sufficient unto hie desciplee for a hundre years after 

hie death - his deaciplee "Jfho • orshipped in Je iieh eyna ·oguee 

and observed the Je~ieh festivals nd customs. His only mark 

of distinction ,aa that they believed that Jesus ~as the 

eaeiah. 

And if the Sermon on the ount, that :.arveloue 

Je ~ieh sermon, is to be inter reted as the sum, the summary 

of the ethical teachings of Jesus, then nigh every one of the 

doctrines therein proclaimed ha their counterp rt in the 

Old Testament, in the earlier teachings of paalmist and ea e 

and prophet. 

"Happy are the poor in a irit, for theirs is the 

Kingdom of Heaven," ve re~d in the Sermon on the .ount; and 

in the Peal~ ritten erhaps three or four hundre ears 

before that time, e read, "The Lord is nigh unto them that 

are broken in spirit) and those that are contrite in heart." 

Humility .ae an old virtue extolled in Israel. 

In the ('.'lermon ,;'e read, "Hap y are they that mourn, 

for they shall be comforted." In the Psalms • 'e read, "They 

that so¥ in tears ill reap in joy." In the Sermon ,e read, 

"Hp y are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth." In 

the Bible \e read, "The meek shall inherit the earth." In 

-5-



• 

• 

.. • 

the Sermon e read, "Ha y are they ,ho hun er and thirst 

after righteousness, for they shall be filled." In the 

Bible we read, "He that follo..-1eth righteousness nd mercy 

shall find life and honor." In the Sermon we read, "Hap y 

are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy." In the Bible 

e read, "Hp y is he that conaideretb the oor, the Lord 

deliver him in the day of evil." In the Sermon ve read, 

"Happy are the ure in heart, for they shall see God." In 

the Bible e read, "~ho shall ascend the hill of the Lord 

and ho shall stand in Hie holy place, he that hath clean 

hands and a pure heart." In the Sermon 1 e read, "Happy are 

the peace makers, for they shall be called the children of 

God." And in the ro het Isaiah we read, "Ho v beautiful 

upon the mountains are the feet of him t . at bringeth good 

tidings and publiaheth peace." nd Hillel, you 111 recall, 

a cont'emporary of Jesus, aaid, "Love peace, seek peace, pursue 

peace, and love all mankind." In the Sernon ve read, "H~p y 

are they that have been ersecuted for righteousness sake, 

for theirs · ia the Kingdom of Heaven." In the 01 Testament 

we read, "I 0 ave my back to the smiters; I hid not my face 

from shame and the spitting of men, for the Lord God 111 

help me." 

And eo throughout everyone of the doctrines the 

essential, ethical octrines of thia .an of G· lilee has its 

counterpart in the earlier teachings of Hie race found in 

the Bible . There are, of course, certain doctrines ,hicb 

this ~an preached hich authoritative Judaism refused to 

accept, but it refused to accept them not because they ere 

anti-Je isb, not because they ere regarded as heresies, but 
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ere impractical, unreal, visionary, e tree. 

~nd this ie the thought that I ould like to em haeize this 

morning. There are certain things hich Jesus reac ed 

hich Israel ref aed to accept, and ~. hich Israel ae , iee in 
• 

not acce ting. Jesus belonged to an extreme myetio seat in 

Israel. There ere many such mystic eecte in Israel for 

a hundred and fifty years before the coming of Jesus. These 

sects had apocalyptic viaions. By that I nean that they 

re arded the .orld as soon coming to an end. They ere 

looking for ard eagerly to some catastrophe, oome cataclysm 

by which this old order of things, this ~orld as they knew 

it, 1th all ita ickedness and all its einfulneee, ould be 

destroyed by some miraculous intervention, and that a new 

order of things · ould in some miraculous manner take its 

place and supplant it . 

John the Baptist c o t of the ildernees, 

dressed in hie raiment of camels h ir and a leat er girdle 

around his loins, reclaiming, "Repent ye, for the kingdom 

of Heaven ia near at hand." He and his follo rs re 

absolutely convinced that the ,orld ,as coming to an end, 

and that right soon; and that man should repa.re himself 

through fasting and prayer and re entance and purification, 

so as to be received in this ne ·, kingdom {hich a .a 

descending from heaven. 

J sue heard the reaching of this man John, and· 

vae convinced of the truth of hie apocalyptic vision, and he 

had himself baptised by John, and from that day on he bee ~e 

a member of this extreme myet1o, @etio group, and he, too, 

went forth into· the hills of Judea and Galilee roclaiming, 
• 
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"Repent ye, for the king om of heaven ia near at hand." He 

believe that the eseianic times vere come. Heeren had 

belief that he himself ae the esstah. But be that as it 

may, the conviction that the · orld was doomed, that before 

very long, in his very lifetime, or in the lifetime of hie 

in.mediate desciples, a. s,,ift and sudden ca ta.strophe ould 

sweep these governments and peo lee, everybody, and that a 

ne, order ould come dovn, 1as very strong in hini. And so 

he prea.ched certain doctrines for t his short inter-1"egnum 

before the day of the Lord; hich may be very laudable and 

commendable for such a situation, such a circumstance, but 

hich cannot be a livable, orkable social rogram for life. 

And so he said, "Resist not evil." "If~ man 

strike thee on one cheek~ turn the other." There is no 

reason or purpose in reaietin evil, in trying to correct 

the abuses of life hen life itself · ill be changed any 
.. 

moment now, hen a ne order is about to come. And eo he 

preached pacifism - "Resist not evil." An so he said to 

hie deeoiples, "Take no thought for toroorro~." "T1erefore 

I say unto YQU take no thought for your life, hat ye shall 

eat, or ihat ye nall drink; nor yet for your body, lhat ye 

shall put on. Behold the fowls of the air; for they eo no\ 

neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your 

heavenly Father feedeth them. Are yet not muoh better than 

they? And hy take ye thought for raiment? Consider the 

lilies of the field, ho they gro~; they toil not, neither 

do they spin. And yet I say unto you, that even Solomon 

in all his glory ~as not arrayed like one of these. There

fore take no thought, hat shall e eat? or, What shall we 
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drink? or, Where·;;i thal shall e be clothed? Take no 

thought, therefore, of the morro~; for the morroij shall take 

thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day 

is the evil thereof." 

No, for a small group of en \ho lived in the 

tvilight orld of rare and marvelous ex ectations, t eee are 

laudable and commendable doctrines, but for the rank and file 

of men these doctrines are impossible. en must ork in 

order to live. en must take thought for tomorrow. en must 

practice the virtues of provision and prevision, of thrift, 

if social life is to continue uninterrupted. Men 1tust 

disarm evil or evil .111 destroy the innocent and the evil

doer at the ea.me time. Ae a ractioal pro r am for life 

these doctrines are impoeaible; a a eo authoritative Judaism 

refused to acce t them . 

Judaism, hich ie cone r ned not ao much Aith the 

hereafter, in the ,;orld to come, ', 1th the ne · order of things, 

but vith the im rovement of the moral life in this orld; 

Judaism, hose ideal is "to improve this ,orld through the 

ideal of the kingdom of God"--Judaiem could not Hell acce)t 

such doctrines of pacifism hich Jesus preached. Nor co~ld 

Christianity, inf ct. hile Christianity ie paying homage 

nd lip service to the teachings of Jesus concerning paoifiem 

and communism - for Jesus , as both a pacifist and a ooromuniet

Chri tian peoples are the first to imprison an destroy 

anyone ho •· ould actually try to put these pacifistic and 

communistic teachings of Jesus into pr~ctice. Christian 

nations are the first to ex-communicate a nation thich under-
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takes to put into actual ractioe the corumuniatio teachings 

of its founders. 

So ~uch, then, for the Jeuish teachings of Jesus. 

The world id not come to an end, ae he ex ected. The orld 

does not oome to an end; the ~.rorld is not im ~roved throu -h 

sudden revolutionary moves. The orld advances slo.-,ly, 

painfully, labor.bualy, alffioet 1m erceptibly, and we rov not 

through an intervention of aome sup rnatural po,.ers, but 

throu hour labors and our struggles ~nd our sacrifices; 

through the leadership and the conaecr~ted loyalties of men 

and of Nomen; and of such leader f men, f euch path-

fin era who point the ay to a new life and a higher life, 

this Jew of Galilee as one. He tau ht y maxim and by 

parable, by pia,oipe and exam le, more eapecially by example; 

, 

by the passion of his o.n lif, by h humble service hich he 

rendared to the eak and th oor, the idowed and the orphan, 

by his rare kindlineas o: s irit, ad by the ulti~ate at of 

eupre e self-emulation. 

He t~ 0 ht the men of hi y ~nd of succeeding 

days the true values of life. He purity; he t~ught 

humility; he taught kindli~ess; he t~ught bove all that the 

highest good of life an the highest goal of life is love. 

He .1as the first Je.Y to h ve rocl i · -sd this dootri 1e--not 

only Love thy nei 0 hbor ae thyself, but Love thine enemy. 

Love them that hate you. He .·aa the first to have said, 

"Judge not leat ye be jud ed." He aa tha first to have 

a~id, "To be an0 ry against your brother ie like unto slaying 

your brother." He ~as the first to ha,e raised many of the 

ethical teachings of Israel to a higher degree of exaltation 
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nd ecsta.oy. 

Perhaps his teachings are not for the m~ny but for 

the f e ~. Perh e the ideal of loving one's ene~y ie not 

possible for the rank and cile of mankind . Perhaps only the 

eeleot, t.e elaot and esoteric fe, Ch n re lly ractioe th•se 

ideals, but that they are ideals nd that they represent the 

very pinnacle, the peak of the ethic~l achieve~enta of ·the 

human mind, there c~n be no doubt. 

The church ~hich aa buil ed on his teaching as 

erhapa the last to have pr~cticed his te ¥bing. The church 

Hhioh was founded around the simple gospel of the Je" of 

Bethlehem an Nazareth, ho preached love, for iveneas, pity, 

brotherhood, . as perh~pa a onb the first to mook hie te chin0 a. 

It brought strife among men, and hate, es ~ecially a~ainet the 

blood kin of him hom they worship ed. There re many 

churches built to h113 naoe, but 11 o f e .t tho preach him 

in truth, ae he pre.ached the f 1th of Israel in tr th. 

It is surprising to see one the le ders in the 

world today ho are organizin hate, the very uiinist re 

have dedic tei t~eir lives to the service of this Prince of 

Peace. Christendom must return to the eiln le te chinge of 

thie rophet of Iara. l if it 1iahee to serve n.ankind and 

eave mankind. The dogmas a i the old theologies of hie 

Virgin birth, or his divinity, or hie resurrection, or hie 

transfi~~ration, ill not fee· he souls of men and omen 

today, or help mankind . But his teaching of love, of 

kindlineaa, of humility, of for iveneaa, of reconciliation 

of the apir~tual val es of life,--theee things a.midst the 

clla.oe and the confusion of the orld today, these thing• 
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from Judea, of the soul of Judea, may yet he l nd eave. 

Israel is 6ratef 1th ta oh man lived, nd 

Israel may, 11 number him a· ong that host of titanic e ule 

,hom • e o 11 ro hete of men . 
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