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& (, l P7 
on Wec1Deada7 last, on• bleat wintry 

afternoon, a monntul prooeasion followed all that wae 

■ortal of Woodrow Wileon to 1t1 laat reating plaoe. A 

simple funeral~· marked the oloee of the earthl7 oareer 

of one whose active oareer ended more than three 7eara -CO. 
when a broken man returned to the White House trom a tour 

ot the oo~tr1. during which th1-.:---maa made his last 
~ I uZ. • tit ~ /ft ~Apuu ~ 

magn1t1oe ' tAappeal for ta;ae iteala hoae auprane spokesman 

and champion he was. 

After eight turbulent years Woodrow Wilson 

11 at reat now. And what man is more deserving ot rest? 

Destiny took thie man troa the quiet halls of study and 

threw h1a, (w1 tho11.t much preparation tor the fra7 .) into the 

Tery mael■tro• ot political life and into the very vortex 

ot the greatest upheayal known to mankind. 

Woodrow Wilson was ·• 1en1itive 
t,cv-.-<.. ~•'-""" q. 

04 
delicate 1ntelleotual re:t1nement1, and ~ th retore 

quick to be hurt and hurt to the quiok, •••• f/ther men, 
tM,-4"\ 

more oallouae4, •••• aocuatomed to the rough and tumble of 

politio•l lite, would have been left untouched and umnove41 w.,. 
~ '""'-~ ~ ~ --..,.I,,",-..,_ • - --.-?'Ill. ~ i 
lol •lene 4id -Jhe •~•nt1 ot th••• tremendous 11&11 u• ~,. I 

\JJ ~ ~.do.t "U,,M, f Q_µ lt_ I 

sorel7, but 11.W ver1 ee.a..tfi.••••••• th• peculiar oonstitutio 
~ 

...ot. t»• ;y IRJ•~•■eut, made 81+1 tribulation■ ~ob 

w,r,. ~1•i W upoa hSa-- cloubl7 trJilll. Ud ao now after 

lite' ■ fitful feyer he al•••• ••11: uoq the ■old11r1 who■ 
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he led, the bravea,; at,ong the ~1ot1•• ot t~• war, the 

nobleat; and among ~merioana ot our da7, the gr1ate1t. 

I believe that one need not resort to an 

appraiaal ,w h 
e~-t.e achievementa, O11e neaa- n~ weigh and 0 

measure the man•a aocoapliehmenta, in order to feel 

~uat1fie4 in oalling hia great, Bad Woodrow Wilson failed 

1n everything he attempted to do, Woodrow Wilson would 

at111 t1n4 a place tor himself among the immortals. 

&:J t; ot a man• a greatness Ev~·r·~• proph~t 0~~ a 
~ VI 5~tM .---~ ~ 

failure, and the greater tbe pre,het the sr1st1• th• failure. 

l grater the ideal we rke into our lira the leee /kli­

hoo4 e there that that (deal will ever~ realized by ua in 

ov.r ifetiae. ~ v, ~M 
,v,....\. ~ k,A..~~4~ -,--~~~-

To my mind, it iat the magnitioenoe 
/,J,.$, . 

dream ot thia man, the aweep of hie horizon, a:114 the superb 

ateadtaatneaa of hi ■ purpose, the aelf-aaor~ng lo;,alt7 

to a , aeltleaa oauae, whioh give UJ• ••n Wt1aon hia 

to Dk back. a t to ~ 
i , ____ r 
OOD US OD a b-Pe•n :Uta • 

a{!_er the begiDRIPI et of that 

Yeritable ohao■ of paasiona ae4 propaganda and hate, thia 
' I 

IIUl alone hell aloft the t rch ot reason. of w1a4o■ · and of 
&,· iii, Va?fit ' 

lo••; and throu,hout the~7ear1 t UD1Ttr al ■tr te, when men 
~~ " ,,.,..__ ~- ,.__.-:,-,, ,~ ~ ~ 
had loat their reason, tbia man &lone, un1werYingl7, 

➔ ~ .....,, • 111{.Lu.,r....,....-, 

u4eT1at1n111, ~--~~---~•. held ta1t to a few aiaple, 

elemental, and therefore eternal, truth•, An4 ·h• 41e4 



fo 

• 



• 
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hp14iq tint• close to hie bosom/\ Why, dat thoae a1nktr~p 

ot the old world. in Paria, in the co an7 of the Clemenoeaua 
' . 

and the Orlando& and the Lloyd Geo.rgea. with all the ghouls 

of me41evaliea who oame there o the tea■t ot tbe -viotora, 

this man alone etood tour- ae an honest man, and in 

relation to his moral ature all the others appear P¥pi••• 

Ah, they got more Ulan Wilson got. but theJ remain p7gmiea 1 

juat the aame, Jf'liile Wilson remains the magn1f1oent ohampio'n 

ot a o•~•• whioh may fail a thoua~nd ~ime, but to whioh ---
belong final viotor7. 

I haVoe often wonde ad uri g the past few 

year1, when I thought ot this man Wilson in his home in 

Waahington, alone, prematurely old, phJeioally crushed, . 
"' knowing full well /\ he tide ot · hie life was slowly ebbing, 

and seeing. too, that his visi on was elowl7 dyiug among men.­

I haYe often wondered what thoughts passed through that mind; . 
whether in his heart there was any bitterneas against God or 

mu; whether.· there ••• resentment there against the folll7 

and the stupidity ot hWll&D kind. 

ID readi through some of hie papers I 

happened upon tbie taoqht, which makes me belie~• that in 

the heart ot wood.row Wilson there was no bitterness and no 

reaentment, ta• "'r7 early in life he had 41aoo~ered • truth, • r~ v. 
a....»~1loaop)ap, which undoubtedly was hi•l main■ta7 in the last 

twilight year■ ot his lite. Be wrote this some ten years 

ago. "Do not bl1111e other a it they do not agree with you. 

Do aot 41e with bittern••• in your heart beoauee you do no, 
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oonvinoe the rest of the world, but die happy because you 

believe that you tried to serve your country b7 not selling 

your soul." Die happy beoauae you believe that 7ou tried 

to serve your country by not selling your soul. And if any 

man tr1e4 Woodrow Wilson tried; and it any man refused to 

sell hie aoul, Woodrow Wilson refused to sell his soul. 
I 

Af~er all, what more oan a man do. thla tr,i . A msn oan e.r 

hie own lite. Be oannot the lives and- the thoughts and 

the action■ ot other men, ·oertainly not of the whole world. 
. 0 

A man oannot move very tar beyond the average morel grasp 

and ~udgment of the maeaea ,abou ea. But that is no 
""'-~IAI C, 

reason wh7 a man should not tr7 th impossible. "!hine 1a 
I 

riot the duty to complete the task. But neither 

free to desist from it." 

~ :taut t!Jat 

1apoaa1ble, ia exou•• why•....a~~ ~ no~ attemp 

~nQf'e ■an who doe• not measure the success · 
t.4-t DU • 

of his work by the degree ot popularitT, b7 ho• .:J..h he 
I 

succeeded in oonv1n1o1ng hie fellowmen, ~,ea• man who doea 

not oater to popularity or to the whime and the moods ••Ir 

aoul to something that ia abiding••• l•ati■e-~ who •identi~ 

tiea his 4eat1D1' with some ... _... .. purpose whioh 1 no, 
I 

trana1tor7, -Wb1oh 11 ••• ,•■etng, but whioh endures aa ionc 
•• man endure•, auoh a man ••7 well be oontent to 1•••• 

the verd1ot oanoernina hie life's etforl to poaterit7. 

th1• llleon knew full well. 
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In one ot hie earlier addresses he write■• 

"I•• sometimes ver1 much interoated when I see gentlemen 

supposing that popularity is the way to euoceea in America. 

file way to euooe11 in thia gre t oountry, with its fair 

~uqmenta. is to show that you ere not afraid of kn7bod7 

except God and his final verdict. lf I did not believe 

that I would not believe in democraot,. It I did not 

believe that I would not believe that people can govern 

them■elvee. If I did not believe that the mor 1 judgment 

would be the last judgment, the fi~il judgment, in the 

ainda ot men. aa well ae the tribunal of God, I could not 

belieTe in popular government. But I do b•lieve these 

thing■, and therefore I tarn, tl7 believe in the demooraoy, 

not alone ot Amerio• but of every awakened people that 

wishes and intends to govern and control its own affairs." 

✓One o nnot 1a7 now what histor7 will aa7 ot Woodrow Wilson 

a generation henoe. One could not in 1864 prognosticate 

what men would say ot Abraham Lincoln in li24. But of a 

few taota I am oertain; I am certain that history will 

aaaign a plaoe ot prominence to oodrow Wilson. for theae 

d things: first. his oouree of aotion during the Great ar. 

I believe that Xr. Wilson's course of aotion and program 

a1noe 1914 w•a/aou,:,.4 and wise nd oonaiatant. an the 

war broke out Ir. Wilson oouneele4 neutra11t7. and wisel7~ . 

1'h• war beg n aa a war bet•~•n illper1al1at1o government• • 
. 

1n which war Amtrloa had no part to pla7 whataoever. exoept 
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it be the role ot a peacemaker and a mediator. M:4 1e 

Woodrow Wilson adviaed his fellow countrJmeD to deaiat fro• 

paaa1onate :teelinga in this war, to be neutral in thought. 

in speech and in aotion; to hold themaelvee in reserve for 
~ I /(i 

that ~-- - P•rt whioh was bound to ooae--that ef offeiing 

!)11 goo4 oftieee-e~ peacemaker ta ibe ~1llige1ftlta. And 

up to within two months ot our deolarat1on of war against 

Germany, Woodrow Wilson never tor one moment loat sight ot 

this .taot. When the submarine campaign began, the first 

manifestation of German atup1d1t7. Woodrow Wilson reasoned 

with the German ro?ernment, oounaele4~, •rned ~.~ 
hoping againat hope that Amerioan rights would not be 

1nvade4, and the lives ot neutral non-oombatanta would not 

be end-.ngered, so that Amerioa could keep herself free 

:troa the European meaa 'fH,~/f ~ ~ /4, 7' 
In 1916 when the aai•~~7 ot remaining 

,J .~ 

neutral beoame 9Jl!fl901'1 ditticult, Woodrow Wilson began to 

prepare for the eventuality ot war. Even while his warlike 

preparations were going on, he waited and hoped tor peaoe. 

You will reoall that in December, 1916, he aent a oommunioa-

-

tion to all the belligerent power■ ••~ thea up'Zft,.bat 

tens the7 would aake peaoe, and ~:,: rapl1'1 , '.Jsi 011 ~b.-
1

~"'"'""""7 " 

22nd ot 1anuar7, · 1917, over two montha before the 

deolaration ot war • 
WI aeaaage to congre■e. o~---, upon the belligerante to mate 

peaoe • ~ •usre■tJit (~raa upon whioh a llDi Hr■•l an4 

laeting peaoe oould bt oonatruote4. --In t1ae• •ec"'rllb\e 
_,_ 
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addreea he laid wn the principle this war must not 

this war must resolve 

oonatruct1 whioh will make future ware 

In this address he outlined t~e three baaio 

principles upon which peace was to be built. those three 

prinoiplea which a year later he developed into hie Fourteen 

Points, namely, the self-determination of 11 peoples, 

great and amall; th the seas; an~; the limitation 
II . 

ot araamenta, ~ he began to &d'Vooate a 

taeal~l• aaaooiation ot nationa. l'hat was, remember, on 

the 22nd of January, 1917. line days later 
W'I..,, ,,/. I rfi~llrllf#VT• 

~nif es !dion ""'f>f German atup1d1 t7 eppe•ect':' 

happened in Berlin during those nine fateful daye; there was 

a ohange of control, and on th 31st of January word ne 

eent broadoaat froa Berlin that tilla a.arestrioted submarine ~ 

.JlttJ11:s~ "!!I to •~• ~spa , .-cl--:jthree da:,e later, on 

Jebruar7 the 3rd, diplomatio relations with Germany were 

severed. 

So that almost to the very day when•• 

deolare4 war thie prino• of peace 'Ought every avenue open 

to hill; not alone to keep the United states out of war--that 

wae onl7 part of hia program--but to enable the United states 

to play the ■-,~•• role of peaoe maker in the co nails of 

nationa. But on January the 3lat, 19J7, that truth whioh 

had been borne in upon him throughout the preoeding year 

beoame re~eale4 in all ita olarit7. rhe German government 
_,_ 
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wae in the control of a group ot ruthleaa,1'(1:ltlt•ry power -

drunk Prussian■, a group whioh muat be dislodged, wAioa ••■I , 

~• o~•ene!~ it his program is to h ve a ohanoe. And so from 

that day on until the termination of the war he o lled upon 

his oountrJmeD to fight not the German people, not the 

Austrian people--peoplee tor whom he had expressed supreme 

regard and supreme oompaeeion in their miaer7,-but he~ 

oalJet-yon bta eeH••,a1n to daat~~ .... e Prusaianiam 
\ ~ 

wbJob wee a--teatering ,wound in the bodypolitio ot the who!• 

oiv111ztd world; and once he had seen his road clear, then 

he pursued it to the end. t ! 

at, 1917, 1asue4 hie 

tamoua appeMl tor peao of arbitratioG, , ilson 

:replied, "lo, •• 

untru1tworth7, a 

:revoluti 

eaoe with a go~er 

so imperialiati 

80 

the people of 

heard; let them exp 

be. Then we will 

any epe•k; let 

themaelvea in 

peaoe with them." 

••urber, 

, !he day the armie oe was signed 1 lson was at hla seni th 
~ -

of power, of~ ~pular t7t he wae aoolaimed aa the meeaiah ot 

the treat7 of pe~o• ••• 1gne4 at Versailles, 11leon•a atar . 

began to tade; ileon'a po er began to wane • ...et-: of course 

~ •••• in a aen••• re1pon1ible tor muoh iha~ happened. 

ETery le•dlr ■uat aaewne r1apona1bi11t7 tor muoh that 

happen■• !here••• a good deal iD hi1 temperament, we 
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·mow, that made his taek 1DIW11,el~ needlesal7 ditfi ult. 
W-#t­

He ...a- ...,m•-k-• some very grave taotioal ~rrora1 
tailed,•• he did tail. in m~n7 of the •~or objeotives, the 

failure 1a •• muoh the world's tailure,,anl :lmeTioa•a­

f•il••e... &lld--t-h• ailurt ol Congress ana the people of the 

-un1tn at•••• as it is oodrow Wilson's. 

e d7 for 
1/.1/,, 

e world will come to him, 

odrow Wilson's vision of an 
~ 

ot an association of a few ~ 

WV, V tJ' ~ .,,,~ ~ . ~-~«-'·k 

an aaaooiation of independent 

free people - ilson•s 

international oomit7. 

tion ot all peoples. 

wade through man7 ■ea 

D' a dre.aa ot the eelf-determina-

' wait • 

of blood at that S 

lighthoua 

greatneaa--the co a1atenoy, the wisdom, the sound.Deaa of his 

war polioy; and. eecondl7, I believe his olaim to greatness 
V 

ia baaed al10 on this: that he gave the war a moral defini-

tion. ~ •10. a moment ago t~ the ar began a.tN1ggle 

b tuan empire bu1141ng and exploiting power■• ~ilaon with 

a.epiritual 4exterit7 and a superb lntelleotual aoumen at 

onoe aought to relnterpre, the struggle.to give it• new 1-U.Q~~-
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ri 
Woodrow Wilson sought to rai ■e the war upon a higher plane, 

to aake it not a struggle tor -rket■ and oil tielde)&R' {" I 

the hinterlands an4,heree of influenoe; not• struggle 

between Germany anc1. England tor upr•ao7; not a struggle 

tor• new balanoe of power,~ wft.cna tried to fr.' this 
~ 

struggle, which ooat so muoh of hlllll&D blood and tears, whioh ~ 
,,., __ -c..,,_,,..,, 

4eaand~ ther ault1tu4inoua aaorifioes of God's beautiful 

tun together in intelligent oooperation, in a oooperative 

effort tor mutual well being_ 

oi oon~11, , he failed 1• 1t, 

And thia 14••1 whiob Wilson ••t up -4dl'1Bg Lh• 

ur ot 4e■ooraq;r, reel 4•-~•r••r. will gu14e the groping, 

■t1U1bli11g, ooatueel and trouble4 peo»l•• of the world in the 

-10-
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7eara to ooae. 

And his third claia to gre neas, I believe, 

hens not the first to advooate a gue of nationa - he 

gave to hie advooao7 a peouliar n unto the content of 

his league a new eign1f1oanoe. ou cannot have a league 

of peoples as the world .la oo atituted toda7, or in hie da7. 

You cannot have a leaga.e of voluntary oooperation among 

people■ when there are vi tore and viotiu, oppressors and 

oppressed; when the ri 

or small, haW not be aoknowledged. 

of eaoh people, great 

And so Wilson, aa a 

preparation for hi goal, the leagu.e, demanded self-

determination eaoh people, and the right to extend an 

avenue to the 

a life not 

expand and 

Every people has a right to 11 ve 

7 within it■ narrow present oonfinea, but to 

ow as natue and its own will power prompt 

d and grow. 

Ah, but that was aaoritioed to Versailles. 

the world is to have ultimate peace, it will 

have o come baok humbly to these main dootrinea of Woodrow 

Wilson. 

And laatl7, I think Wilson's ~l~a~ill!:!!.,...iJ;l,...@~11+­

th•t ht :ua4eutoo4 ilcmeN.oa, ~ gave superb 
~ 

expression ~a the z1p•, to the spiritual hardihood, "6-the 

innate idealis■ of Aaerioan life. You who have read hie 

lew lreedoa know what I mean, and you who have read hie 

· addrea■e■ during the war and ainoe the war know enotl7 what 

-11-
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I mean. Wilaon had a viaion of America. to him ~erioa 

was more than a land with a hundred millions of inhabitants; 

it was a spiritual something; it was a moral foroe, and be 

endeavored to tocua and make that moral force tell . 

In one of hie great addreaeea he says this ot 

Amerio&, "We may dream that as the years go on and the world 

mon more and more of America, it will alao drink at these 

fountains of 70uth and renewal." Thia •s to be a land 

flowing with fresh, sweet watera, fountains of youth and 

renewal tor the world." "And that it will also turn to 

oerioa for those moral expressions whioh lie at the basis 

ot all treedoa; that the world will never tear Amerio• 

unless it feels that it ia engaged in aome enterprise which 

ia inoonaistent with the rights ot h1111anit7, and that 
• 

Allerioa will ooae into the full light of the da7 when all 

shall know that she puts hwnan rights above all other 

righta, and that her flag ia not onl7 the flag ot America 

but of huaanit7." 

And he underatood the omposite character ot 

Amerioan lite. He was not a quota Amerioan; and he, unlike 

the preaent incumbent ot the preaideno7 of the United 

Statea, 41d not raise that contusing and dangerous or7 of 

Aaerioa tor Americana. In 1915 Woodrow Wilson vetoed an 

immigration bill which was much leas stringent and much more 

liberal than our present immigration bill. Be vetoed it 

on the ground that a4a1aaion to Amerio• auat be excluaivel7 

on the baaia ot qualit7 and oharaoter - not •~•non the 

-12-
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ba■ia ot literao7 or prev1ouel7 enjoyed opportunities. 

!hie lad. he bel1eve4 - .Jnd b• ••• an Berlo .. of-the 

r ■ott-i- •au■t reaaln the hoae ot the tree spirits of the 

earth, the refuge tor all the 4enie4 and the oppressed ot 

the earth - a ~ited people." !Ilia is an address to 

naturalized oitizena. "117 earneat advice to you would be 

not only al•79 to think first ot America, but alw&J'S also 

to think first ot h1U1Anit7. You do not love humanity it 

JOU aeek to divide humanity into jealoua oampa. Humanity 

aan be welded together only b7 love, b7 a711path7, b7 

~ustiae; not b7 Jealoue7 and hatre4. I am sorr7 for the 

man who aeeka to make personal oapital out of the passions 

of hie fellowmen. He baa loat the touoh and ideal of 

Amerio&; for Amerio& was oreated to unite mankind b7 thoae 

paasiona wbioh 11ft, and not by the passions whioh separate 

and debaae. We oa■e to Amerio&, either ouraelvea or in 

the persona of our ancestors, to better the ideals of men, 

to make the■ see finer things than they ha-ye seen before, 

to get rid of the things that divide and to make sure of 

the thinge that unite. It na but an historical accident, 

no doubt, that this great country waa called the United 

States; 79t I•• 'fer7 thankful that it has that word "United" 

1D its title, and the ■an who aeeke to divide man from man, 

group troa group, intere■t tro■ intereat in thia great 

-11-
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.!merioan, a big Ameriaan, a man• ahaapione4 the aause ot 

courage in the appointaen 

of the United state■, 

a Jew to the Supr•• Court 

the rumblings and the 

Vereaillea; ■an that ohaapioned the aauae ot ever7 

oppressed people - a great herioanI 

low he 18 deal, and~ people atanda before 

hia newly cloae4 gr•~•. hmable, ■orrowing. but, to m7 mind, 

tK# pra;yer of gratitude on its lips . ._. we are grateful 

that suoh a ■an aa Woodrow Wilson liYed among ua and moved 

among ua. We are grateful that in the dark d&J8, whioh 
#.,~ I 

man whoae vieion wae clear, whoee faith••• dauntleaa, 

wmae idealism was ateadfaai; grateful that here a aeoon4 

time Amerio•, in an hour ot need, ns able to 

urt .ru1•h a leader, strong, wiae and understanding. 

God was good to us in having given ua 

Woodrow Wilson. 

----o--
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WOODROW WILSON'S CONTRIBUTION 
TO CIVILIZATION 

A TRIBUTE 

RABBI ABBA H. SILVER 

A few weeks ago, on a bleak wintry afternoon, a 
mournful procession followed all that wa mortal 
of Woodrow Wilson to hi last re ting place. A 
simple funeral service marked the do e of a career 
whose activity had ended three years before, when 
a broken man returned to the White Hou e from 
a tour of the land during which he made hi last 
manificent, but futile plea for a program of world 
recon truction, who e chief spoke man and cham­
pion he wa . 

After eight turbulent years, vVoodrow Wil on is 
now at rest. And what man was more deserving of 
rest? Destiny took thi man from the quiet hall of 
study, and hurled him, without mu h preparation 
for the fray, into the very malestrom of an intense 
political life into the vortex of the greate t up­
heaval known to mankind. 

Woodrow Wilson was a sensitive man· a man of 
intellectual refinement, a man of cultural delicacy; 
a man, therefore, quick to be hurt, and hurt to the 
quick. Where other men more accustomed to the 
rough and tumble of politi al life would have re­
mained unmoved and untouched, vVoodrow Wil­
son was ra ped and scarred. The event f those 
tremendou years would h.ave tried any man sore­
ly; but a man of the peculiar temperament and 
disposition of vVilson wa doubly tried. And now, 
after life's fitful fever, he leeps well,-among the 
soldiers he led into battle-the bra vest, among the 
martyrs of the war, the noblest, among the Amer­
icans of hi day, the greate t. 

I believe friends, that one need not appraise 
Woodrow Wilson's accompii hment , one need not 
gauge the man's actual achievement in order to 
feel justified in calling him great. I venture to 
say, that if \Voodrow ,¥ilson had failed in every-
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thing he had undertaken to do, he would still find 
a place for him elf among the immortal. 

The true greatne of a man i not to be 
mea ~ured in term of ucce or failure. Little 
men seek out little ambition and little aims and 
achieve them • they are succe sful. But great men 
reach out for the tar -and are de troyed. Every 
prophet was a failure and the greater the vi ion of 
the prophet, the m re certain wa hi failure. 
1o e n top f Mount ebo training hi old 

tired eye to catch a glimp e of the Promised Land 
into which he ould not enter Jesus upon the cros 
crying ut in the mid t f a darkening world 'Eli 
Eli lama aha hthani- M • God my God why hast 
thou for aken me. ;Vere the world' greate t fail­
ure ; but their defeat i of a quality which trans­
figure the life of humankind. 

To my mind, it i not the i ible oncrete 
achievement f the man ,\ il on-although these 
, ere not in n. iderable-it i n t the definite ac­
ompli hments, but rather the magnificence of hi 

dream. the weep of hi horizon the teadfa tne 
f hi purpo e, the acrificial loyalty and con ecra­

ti n t a elfle ~ cau e whi h gh e , odrow ,vil­
n hi c red ntiaL t immortality. 
Think back for a moment ith me think back 

t the beginning of the war to the c nfu ion and 
th be, i lderne which attacked the mind of the 
human ra e. In the mid t of that cha of pa sion 
and hate. f pr paganda and ChauYini m Wilson 
alone in the hi h place of the , orld held aloft the 
torch f rea n, and f wi dom, and f love; and 
during th e terribl bitter year of struggle when 
men eemed t have lo t their rea on, and when the 
race de cended to the jungle tandards of brutality, 
he alone, un Pervingly, undeviatingly, confidently 
held fa t to ju t a few imple elemental and there­
fore, eternal truth . nd after tho e eight tempestu-

u year , which tried hi oul and earched hi 
rein and racked and broke him-he remained 
. teadfa t- till hugging the ame few imple ele­
~ental truth loYingly to hi bo om. That is a mag­
nificent picture to in pire the dreamer of the earth 
for generation to come! 
. Thin_k back w~th me to "\ ii on day of agony 
m Part , where m the mid t of a cynical group of 
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cunning chemer and diplomat , aH the lackey ol 
decadent nationalism, all the ghoul which came to 
feed off the carcasse of the beaten and the van­
quished-think of him there alone, an hone t man 
almo t incongruou becau e of the men about him, 
the only ideali t, the only prophet, dreaming of 
universal reconciliation and concord and forgive­
nes ; a1one, public1y fawned upon, privately 
thwarted and mocked; alone, worried and fretted, 
compelled to yield and to make c mpromi ,e com­
pelled to accept palpable inju tice , becau e of hi 
eagerness to save for mankind hi dream hi vi ion. 
Think of him there, and you cannot help but be im­
pre ed with the magnificent moral grandeur of 
this man against who e superb tature all the ther 
-the Clemenceaus the Orlando and the Lloyd 
George -appear a mi erable pygmie , moral in­
competent . 

I have often asked my ,elf whene\ er I th ught 
of \Voodrow vVil on the e la t few year and I 
thought of him often) just what thought were 
passing through hi mind there alone in hi 
home in W ashin,gton-prematttre1y old phy ica11y 
crushed, knowing f uH wen that the tide of hi. life 
was slowly ebbing, and that hi vi ion , f r the time 
at lea t, wa. dying among men. a. there any 
bitterne in hi out again t God and man? Vv a 
there any re entment there again t the f Hy and 
the tupidity of the human race? 

In reading ome of hi paper , I happened upon 
a sentence which lead me to think that in the 
heart of V\ oodrow \\' ii on there was no bitterne ,~. 
and no resentment. Very early in life he di covered 
a truth which undoubtedly mu t have been hi prop 
and hi main tay in the h ilight year of hi life. 
Here i the imple truth. I will read it to y u : 

"Do not blame other if the do not agree with 
you; do not die with bitterne. . in your heart be­
cause you did not convin e the re t of the world. 
But die happily becau e you believe you tried t 
erve your countr r by n t . elling ) our oul." 

And if any man tried. vVoodrow Wil on tried. 
and if any man did not ell his soul Woodrow \IVil­
on did not ell hi oul. vVhat more can a man 

do after a11? A man can on lv 0,11.rn hi. own oul 
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-and that with great difficulty. A man cannot 
own the soul of other men; a man cannot control 
the thought and the action of other men. No 
leader however great and in pired, can lead man­
kind much beyond the average moral gra p of the 
mas e • and the ma e are o tragically, so heart­
breakingly slow and dragging-they crawl! 

o man, however i ju tified in relinqui bing a 
ta k becau e the ta k i eemingly impo sible. A 
great age of my people once said, "Thine is not the 
duty to complete the ta k, but neither art thou free 
to de i t from it. \Vil on knew that and vViL on 
al o knew that if a man will not measure the value 
of hi work by the amount of popularity which it 
in pire if a man will not cater to the whim and 
the mood f the ma e if a man will but rivet his 

ul t mething which i abiding, if a man will 
identify hi de tiny with a univer al cau e which i 
not tran itor but which i a enduring and la ting 
a mankind it elf that uch a man can well afford 
to wait upon po terity to pa s judgment upon the 

alue and the merit of hi ervice. He knew it, 
and b that faith he lived. 

Let me read you thi entence coming from hi 
own lip o that you ma under tand him the 
better: 

' I am metime ver muc intere ted when I 
ee g ntlemen uppo ing that popularity i the 

way to u ce in meri a. The wa to ucce m 
thi great country with it fair judgments i to 
ho v that ou are not afraid of anybody except 

God and hi final rdict. If I did not believe that, 
I would n t belie e in Democracy; if I did not be­
lie, e that I would n t believe that people can gov­
ern them el e • if I did not believe that the moral 
judgment would be the la t judgment the final 
judgment in the mind of men a well a at the 
tribunal of God, I could not believe in popular Gov­
ernment. But I d believe the e thing , and there­
fore I arne tly believe in the Democracy not 
alone of merica, but of every awakened people 
that wi he and intend to go ern and control it 
own affair ." 

That wa the faith of Woodrow Wil on. 
I believe ii on fir t contribution to civiliza-

tion wa therefore-him elf hi own re plendent 
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per onality. It wa n't the per onality of an Abra­
ham Lincoln, warm and inten e with human kindli­
ness; it wasn't the personality of Roo evelt, dyna­
mic and ruggedly aggre sive; but it wa the person­
ality of Woodrow Wilson, unique unto it elf, a p,er­
sonality of spiritual and moral integrity, of intel­
lectual con istency, of strength and firmne , of 
confidence and ca1mne . 

Every dreamer in the year to come e erywhere 
who find his ta k too burdening and almost hope­
less, who seem to be lost in the maze and in the 
perplexitie of life-every man afraid of hi dream, 
may look to Woodrow \Vil on, and receive trength 
and hope from him who a pired to the star and 
wa cru bed but who e name and per onality will 
live in the "firmament of memory". 

I believe that hi econd great contribution to 
ivilization was his contribution to the ideo)ogy of 

the war. I believe that vVoodrow Wil n gave a 
moral definition to the great war. The war began 
in iniquity; the war began as a. struggle between 
imperiali tic dynasties; the war began in the good 
old fa hioned European way,. a Godles war on 
all side . \Voodrow V\T ilson with a piritual dex­
terity and an intellectual acumen and sagacity, tried 
to tran late the war, to read a meaning and a pur­
pose into it which did not exist until then. He 
tried by beer force of will and faith to rai e the 
war to a higher level. 

Thi war, he declared, must not terminate in a 
peace which wa to be breathing pace for another 
war. This wa to be a war, not for market , and 
oi] field and hinterland and phere of influence· 
not for a new balance of power; thi war wa 
not to decide which i to be the economic aggre or 
for the next generation England or Germany. 
Thi wa to be a war he aid, o he hoped. 
to end war; a war for Democracy, a war to liber­
ate the enslaved and the denied peoples of the 
earth and to restore them to their patrimony. 
This wa to be a Holy Cru-ade for a new freedom. 
Thi wa to be a war ,, hich would slough off all 
the antipathie rivalrie , and prejudices of peoples 
and bring them together in voluntary cooperative 
effort for their common welfare. Thi was to be 
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the la t war of a dying civilization. It was to 
usher in the new day and the new civilization. 

Now, from the point of view of this major ob­
jective which was from the beginning in the mind 
of Woodrow vVilson, his course throughout the 
war, I believe was wise, and sound, and consistent. 
The war began, as I said, as a war between im­
perialistic powers, a war in which America had no 
part to play except the part of a mediator and a 
peacemaker when the time would come. And so, 
Woodrow Wilson counseled his country men to hold 
to neutrality in speech and thought and action; to 
refrain from passionate partisanship, to keep them­
selves in readiness for the great opportunity of 
peacemaker which he felt was destined to come 
and he remained true to the ideal of America's mi -
sion of peace, almost to the very end. 

He held true to that vi ion to within twelve day 
of our declaration of war. When Germany launched 
it first submarine campaign Wilson reasoned with 
the German Government counseled it, threatened 
it, hoping against hope that the rights of neutral 
would not be invaded, and that the lives of neutral 
noncombatants would not be endangered. And when 
in 1916 the task of remaining neutral was becoming 
less and less possible, Woodrow Wilson began to 
prepare for the eventuality of war. Even then, a 
the preparations were progressing, Woodrow Wil-
on worked, and slaved, and sweated to bring about 

peace. As late as December 1916 he sent a note 
to the belligerents asking them upon what term 
they would make peace, and when he received their 
replies, he delivered in January, 1917, just two 
months before we declared war on Germany, the 
memorable address in Congress, which to my mind 
!Darks the peak of Wilson's intellectual power, call­
mg upon the nation of the world engaged in thi~ 
truggle to make peace. 

He defined the terms upon which a lasting peace 
could be made : peace without victory, peace based 
upon the three principles which he later elaborated 
into his fourteen points-self-determination of all 
peoples freedom of the ea, limitation of arma­
ments. He also advanced his hope of a 'feasible 
association of nation " to guarantee the peace of 
the world. That wa in January 1917. Nine day:, 
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later, on the 31 t day of January, Germany an­
nounced the resumption of the unrestricted sub­
marine campaign. Something happened in those 
nine fateful day in Berlin, a change in the control 
of Government, perhaps and four day later we 
severed diplomatic relations with Germany. On 
the 31st day of January 1917, the truth wa finally 
made clear to Wilson, that if his program of uni­
versal reconciliation wa to have any chance what­
ever in the world, he must crush-the world mu t 
crush-that power-maddened, intransigent, intract­
able, unyielding and uncompromising Prus iani m 
which was the fe tering wound in the body politic 
of Europe. And he called upon his fellow men to 
enter the war, not against Germany not again t 
Austria-he had extreme sympathy for these suffer­
ing people who were them elve burdened with 
a militarism which wa sapping their piritual and 
moral vitality-but again t junkerdom, to uproot 
this entrenched privilege clas ,,rhich wa keep­
ing all Europe an armed camp. \,Vhen once hi. 
objective became clear to him, he caned for ' For e 
to the utmost." 

Woodrow \Vil on led the American people into 
the war. America never fought a more selfles 
war; America never fought a more di interested 
war. There i n't an instance in the whole history 
of mankind, from the beginning of time to the 
present when a nation entered a war on motive 
a purely altrui tic and ideali tic a thi American 
nation did in 1917. 

Oh, I know there were many scoundrel who 
profited from the war. I know there were many 
ghouls who fed off the misery of mankind, who 
wanted u to get into the war who worked to 
have u get into the war. But of the people 
as a whole, thi cannot be truthfully said. We 
entered the war in an apostolic, evangelistic. re­
vivalistic spirit, a spirit which was kindled by the 
fiery faith and the matchles war me age of 
Woodrow Wilson. 

On the day the war was won and the Armistice 
was signed, Woodrow Wilson was at the zenith of 
his power. The world had accepted his fourteen 
principle as a basis for the Armistice. \\rilson and 
mankind were within sight of the promised land 
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but like Mo es of old Wilson wa ne er de tined 
to enter the promi ed land. or have we. \Ve are 
till in the wilderne . 
When Wil on returned in 1919 from hi econd 

visit to Pari bringing with him that wretched 
document which wa called a Treaty of Peace, he 
wa at the nadir at the lowe t declension of hi 
power. Between ovember 1918 and June or July 
1919 tretched the long arid wa te, the Via Dolo­
rosa the dolorou road of frustration and di illu-
ionment for Woodrow Wil on and for mankind. 

He had failed in hi major objective . His friend 
had for aken him· hi own country denied him. 
He had failed. I uppo e that much of the failure 
mu t be attributed to Woodrow Wil on himself. 
A leader mu t accept much of the re ponsibility 
for the uc e or failure of hi program. He 
failed. He committed many tragic error of tact 
and of judgment. 

Perhap hi greate t error wa ne v hich he him-
elf mu t have been aware of. In January 1917, 

he declared that there could be no la ting peace a 
long a there are victor and anqui hed. The 
only enduring peace i a peace bet\ een equal . 
The victor i alway greedy and the anqui hed 
i alway re entful, and out f uch entiment no 
enduring peace can be built. He al o aid that 
the merican pe pie -v 1 uld never con ent to uch 
a peace and he wa right-in 1917, a he di -
c vered in 1919. He hoped. howeYer. that in thi5 
in tance thing would be different. He wa driven 
into the war and our entrance into the war pelt 
the ictory of the llie . There were to be victors 
and there were to be vanqui hed but he hoped that 
in thi particular in tance our moral pre tige would 
guarantee a real peace. But hi logic in 1917 wa 
infallible and therefore hi hope in 1919 wa vain. 

Before the igning of the Armi tice ,, e were the 
potential aviour of the Allied Power . After the 
igning of the Armi tice we were ju t one among 

a half dozen victoriou nations and the one that 
came in la t and made the least acrifice. So that 
our voice did not ha e the same ring of authority 
which it had when we were needed de parately by 
the llied Power . 
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He failed. But the failure i as much the world 
failure as Woodrow Wilson' . The world wasn't 
ready for him. He didn't fail because his ideal 
were false, becau e hi promises were wrong, and 
his conclusion faulty. He failed becau e mankind 
had not disciplined itself up to him. The world 
denied him; the very mas e upon whom he coun­
ted, the masses who hailed him as a aviour turned 
against him snarling whenever he attempted to take 
away from them some privilege, some trip f terri­
tory, something which they thought they would 
like to have but which did not belong to them. 

But Wil on can wait. Hi ideal can wait. The 
world may have to wade through many a ea of 
blood before it come to the hore of Safety and 
Peace of which he spoke and to which he pointed. 
Hi dream of a League of Free ation -not that 
miserable affair, that emaciated League which 
came out from the Pari conference that League 
which America did well not to enter but the League 
of which Wilson, in hi heroic day dreamt and 
spoke a League not of victor intent upon the 
perpetuation of the tatus quo, but a League of 
free peoples, each confirmed in it independence. 
uniting in free wHI and good ill for a common 
purpose-that League win yet come to pas . It 
may be that we shall ha e to wait long for it and it 
may be that we hall not have to wait very lono­
for it. A few more revision of the Treaty of Ver­
sailles made inevitable by the economic collap e 
of the victors a few more revi ion of the League 
program a few more Ramsey Ma Donald in the 
Chancelleries of the world, and a few le s of Poin­
cares and 1-iu olini and there i no rea on why 
the United State hould not enter thi fellow hip 
of nations. 

Hi League can wait; hi ideal can wait. The 
potency and the virtue of an ideal is this : That 
once it is expressed forcibly and clearly at a crit­
ical time when the thought of the world i centered 
upon it, it can never again be denied. It may have 
to bide its time but at some time or other, it will 
surge to the urface challenging, calling, demand­
ing until it i acknowledged by men. 

And so I say Woodrow Wilson' second contri­
bution to civilization i that superb program of in-
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ternational reconciliation culminating in an ultim­
ate association of free nation , which he evolved 
and perfected. I regard this, my friends, as Amer­
ica's first contribution to Europe, America's first 
spiritual contribution to Europe. 

We were the last among great nations to eman­
cipate the slaves, and we were not the first among 
nation to establish a Republic; but we are the 
first since the beginning of time to have given unto 
mankind this institution-this League of nations, 
imperfect, faulty, but nevertheless existing and 
real,-of nations dwelling together in comity and 
uniting within a definite organization for common 
wellbeing. This, to my mind, is the first great 
spiritual contribution which the American people 
have made to civilization and Woodrow Wilson 
made it, not because of u but in spite of us. He 
spoke for the geniu of America, when we were 
ilent. 

And la t1y, I believe Woodrow \\ ilson' contri­
bution to civilization is the fine definition he gave 
to the role which America must play in the world, 
not particularly at this time and not during the 
war, but for all time. In that he was true to the 
noble tradition of Lincoln and J effer on, and Wash­
ington. Wilson had a vision of Ameri a· he under-
tood its soul. To him, America wa more than 

country and an aggregate of 110,0CX),000 people. It 
was a tool in the hands of God. Let me quote his 
word rather than mine for hi are more forceful 
and more perfect : 

"My dream is that as the years go on and the 
world knows more and more of America it will 
al o drink at thi Fountain of Youth and renewal, 
and that it will also turn to America for these 
moral inspirations which lie at the basis of all 
freedom. The world will never fear America un­
le s it feels that it is engaged in some enterpri e 
which i inconsi tent with the rights of humanity, 
and that America will come into the full light of the 
day when all shall know that she puts human rights 
above all other rights, and that her flag is the 
flag, not only of America, but of humanity." 

Woodrow Wilson was a big American and a 
broad American. He was not a quota American. 
\Voodrow Wil on understood the composite char-
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acter of the American people and derived not 
hopeles ness and fear and su picion from that fact, 
but inspiration for his dream of merica a th 
work-shop of God. A new type f manhood wa 
being fashioned here. Becau e of ur ompo ite 
character, becau e we were able to under tand more 
accurately the need and the prejudi e , the like 
and the dislike of the world becau e we had no 
ingrown prejudice of our own, becau e we were not 
weighted down with the burden of the centurie , 
we could assume moral leader hip in the world. 

I want to read ju t a few more line fr m \Vood­
row Wilson. He delivered thi addre to newly 
naturalized citizens, and I don't know of a wor<l 
that is more timely than this of the great departed: 

"My urgent advice to you would be not only al­
ways to think fir t of America but alway al o to 
think first of humanity. You do not lo re humanit/ 
if you seek to divide humanity into jealou amp . 
Humanity can be welded together nly by love, by 
sympathy, by ju tice, not jealou 1~,. and hatred. I 
.am orry for the man who eek,, to make per nal 
capital out of the pa sion of hi feHow men. He 
has lost the touch and ideal of merica for Amer­
ica was created to unite mankind by tho e pa ion 
which lift, and not by the pa ion which eparate 
and debase. We came to America, either our elve 
or in the person of our ancestor , t better the 
ideals of men to make and ee finer thing than 
they had seen before to get rid of the thing that 
divide, and to make ure of the thing that unite. 
It was but an hi torical accident~ n doubt, that 
this great country wa called the United ·tate .. , 
yet, I am very thankful it ha that word "United ' 
in the title, and the man who eek to divide man 
from man, group from group, intere t from inter­
est in this great Union i triking at it very 
heart." 

Ah! That ha the ring the auth ritative ring 
of America in it. That is the voice of Lincoln. 
That is the voice of Washington peaking. That 
is the voice of the ages, and if America is to resume 
its place of leadership, if we are to continue that 
tradition which Wilson established for all time on 
the continent of Europe, if we are to be a moral 
inspiration to mankind, it must be on the basis of 
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this: not of the past, but of the future; not of race, 
but of soul; not of blood, but of ideals; not of pre­
judices, but of sympathies; not of hate but of love. 

That was his dream; a great dream, a dream for 
all time and for all mankind. That, I believe, is his 
third great contribution, not to America alone, but 
to mankind. 

Woodrow \1/ilson is dead, and a people stands 
sorrowful and laden with grief before his newly 
covered grave. But I think not altogether in sor­
row and in grief. There is much of gratitude in our 
heart . We are grateful to a kind Providence that 
in the hour of darkness, when this nation was sore­
ly tried, such a man was given unto us-a man of 
clear vision, of steadfast faith, of great loyalty. 

We are grateful that this nation was able to put 
forth in the hour of its greatest need, in the hour 
of darkness and danger, a man of hi piritual 
magnitude. 

God was good to us, God was good to mankind 
in having given u \Voodrow \Vilson ! 
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• 
A MI:MORIAL Tl IB11TE 'J'O WOODF' O\v \\7I LSON 

Sermon; ThP TP1nplo 
feb1uary 10, 102ll 

On Wednesday last, on u bleak wintry afternoon, a mournful 

resting place A simple funeral chant mark d the close of ibe earthly 

career of one whose actjvc work ended more than three years asi;o. That 

was when he returned to the \vhite llouse, a broken mm1 · after a tour of the 

country, durina which he made his last magnificent appeal for those ideals 

whose supreme spokesman he was. 

After eight turbulent years Woodrow Wilson is now at r· <_:t .., And what 

man is more deserving of rest? Destiny took him from the quiet halls of 

study and threw him, without much prepnration for the fray, into the very 

maelstrom of political life, into th vortex of the greatest 11pheaval 

known to mankind. 

Woodrow Wilson was a sensitive man, a man of delicate intellectual 

refinements. He was quick to be hurt where other men more accustom d 

to the rough and tumble of political lif~ would have been untouched 

and unmoved. Not only did the events of these tremendous yeurs try him, 

but his very sensitiveness, his peculiar constitution and t moeram nnt, 

made the tribulations which were visited upon him doubly t1ying. Now 

after life's fitful fever he sleeps among the soldiers ~1om 
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convince t11e rest of tl1e world, but die happy bt-=>causc you believe that 
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tried, Woodrow Wilson tried; and if a11y man refused to sell his soul, it was 

Woodrow Wilson. After all, what more can a man do than try? A man 

cannot move very far beyond the average moral grasp and judgement of 

those about hjm. But that is no reason why a man should not try the 

impossible. 11 Thine is not the duty to complete the task. But neither art 

thou free to desist from it.u 

The fact that the task is colossal, seemingly impossible, is no 

excuse why you should not attempt the impossible. A man who does not 

measure the success of his work by the degree of popularity, but identifies 

his destiny with some supreme purpose which is not transitory, which 

endures as long as man endures, sucl1 a man may well be content to leave 

the ver·dict concerning his life's effort to posterity. . This Wilson knew 

full well. 
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On We<lncsday last, on a bleal( wintry af·1-ernoon, a mournful 

procession fellowed ~1 ] that was mortaJ of Woodrow Wilsu11 Lu lLs lHsL 

resting place A sjmple funeral chant marl cd the close of t.hc earthly 

career of one whose active work ended more than three year s ago. That 

was when he returned to the \•Jhj te House, a broken man · after a tour of the 

country, during whic11 he made his last magnificent appeal for those j deals 

whose supreme spol·esman he was . 

After eight turbulent years \7oodrow \vilson is now at re s t " And what 

man is more deserving of rest? Destiny took him from the quiet halls of 

study and threw him, without much preparation. for the fray, into the very 

maelstrom of political life, into the vortex of the greatest upheaval 

known to mankind. 

Woodrow Wilson was a sensitive man, a man of delicate intellectual 

refinements. lie was quick to be hurt where other men more accustomed 

to the rough and tumble of political lif~ would have been untouched 

and unmoved. Not only did the events of these tremendous years try him, 

but his very sensitiveness, his peculiar constitution and temocrament, 

made the tribulations which were visited upon him doubly trying. Now 

after life's fitful fever he sleeps among the soldiers whom 
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convince the rest of tlie wo1 ld, but dj happy be aus you lJel i t 1 v that 
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tried, h7oodrow \\7i lson tr.i d ~ and if any man refused to sell hiv soul j t was 

Woodrow \'Jilson. After all, what more can a man do than try? A man 

cannot move v ry far lJeyond th averag· moral grasp :and judgement or 

those about him. But that js no reason why a man should not try the 

jmpossible. "Thine is not th duty to complet the task. But neither art 

thou free to desist from it." 

The fact that the task is colossal, seemingly jm~ossible, is no 

excuse why you should not attempt the impossible. A man who doe s not 

measure the success of his work by the degr e of popularity, but id 1ntjfies 

his destiny with some supreme purpose whi his not transitory, which 

endures as long as man endur s, such a man may well be content to lcav 

the verdict concerning his lif 's effort t posterity. Th·s Wilson kn 'W 

full well. 




