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"THE CRY FOR JUSTICE." ---
Rb.BB! ABBA HILLEL SILVER. 

THE TEMPLE, SUNDAY ORNIIG, ----
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• 
I read to you this morning that great 

ohapter from the prophet Isaiah, the moat tremendous 

denunoiation of corrupt religion found in the literature ot 

the world. You will reo 11 that the prophet denounces two 

things. First: the vast iniquit7 of the people; their 

wrongdoing, their oppressions. their infamous dealings, 

their orueltiea; and, secondl7. the attempt made b7 these 

self-same people to find atonement for their sins in 

sacrifice, in bringing gifts to the house of God. 

hat Isaiah is most angered b7 is the 

identitioation in the minds ot these people ot religion with ) 

an unrelated.cold and formal ritual. Isaiah. of course, was 

not the first of the great pro h ts, nor yet the last. who 

sounded this mighty note. You will recall that before him 

that prophet of justice. Amos, had said, "I hate and despise 

7our feasts, and I will take no delight in your solemn 

ass•bliea. Yea, though ye offer me burnt offerings and 

your meal offerings, I will not •aoept them. leither will 

I regard the peace offerings of your tat beasts. Take them 

away from me! Take awa7 from me the noise of your song. 

Let me not hear the melody of your paalter79, but let justice) 

well up as water ■, and righteoueness as a mighty strea■." 

And that prophet of love and compassion, 

Hoaea, you 111 reoall said, _"For ye desire mero7 and not 

aaorifioe, and the knowledge of God rather than burnt 
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offerings. And after the days of Isaiah you will recall 

that that great prophet Mioah, who perhaps gave the most 

complete and perfect definition of religion for nll times, 

said, "Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, and bow 

myself before God on high! Shall I come before him with 

• burnt offerings, with oalvea ot a year old? 1Nill the Lord 

be pleased with thousands of rQmB, or with ten thousands of 

rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my trans-

gression. the fruit of my body for the ein of my soul? It 

hath been told thee, Oman, and what the Lord doth require 

of thee, only to do justly, and to love meroy, and to wall: ) 

hll11J)l7 with th.7 God." 

And then that mightiest of all prophets--

You will recall that 

famous temple sermon of hie, when he stood before the great 

temple in Jerusalem., and pointing to them. said: ''frust ye 

not in lying words, saying The temple of the Lord, The temple 

of the Lord, The temple of the Lord, are these." ( As long as 

this temple is there, we are secure; God will not forsake 

us; we have his eantuar7 in our midst.) n1a7; but if ye 
. 

thoroughly amend ,Our waya and your doinga; it ye thoroughly 

execute justice between a man and his neighbor; if ye 

oppreee not the stranger, the fatherless and the widow, and 

shed not innocent blood. then I will cause ye to dwell in 

this place." 

So that it aay well be eaid that the whole 

kep~te of propheo7 iD Israel was .thia: that religion 
- - -----1~--------.--~ 
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expreaeee itself moat truly and Justifies itselt solel7 

1n social justioe. Prom the days of Isaiah, I suppose, to 

our own day, men have tried to worship God not by imitating 

God but by imitating man. Ken are appeased, men are won 

over, by gifts, am so God can be appeased and won over by 

homage am tribute and gifts. And so from the moat ancient 

of times to our own, great conquerors who would despoil the 

territories of their neighbors, maasaore ana de•ea,a,e, oa 

returning as viotora to their own lands, they would bring 

part of their spoils, ot their plunder, to the house of God, 

and sometimes they would erect temple~ of victory in 

gratitude to the deity who was an accomplice in their 

enterprise, or in order to appease the wrath ot an outraged 
-

dei t7. Phillip II, of Spain, after devastating half of 

Europe in useless, aimless, brutal warfare, retired and 
for 

builtAhlmself in the mountains back of Madrid a oathedr~l. 

into whioh he poured all the availa.ble wealth of Spain and 

the Indiea, and all the plunder of Europe; a church which 

took thirty years in the building, and whloh the Spaniards 

regard as the eighth wonder of the world. 

I suppose from the da7B of Isaiah to our own, 

meD who battled on their fellowmen,--all the exploiters of 

aoo1et7, and all the oppressors, would cloak their 1n1qu1t7 

and· ealve their conaoienoea b7 bringing offerings to the 

church or the oathedral, the synagogue or the temple. 

10 • it remMiDa to the eYerlasting glory of 
'I 

the prophetio genius of Iarael, that .., c 7 earl7 it deteoted 
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the abeurdity and the social menace of such an attitude of 

mind,and that it set about courageously, uncompromisingly. 

to deotro7 it. Thie eesage of the prophets which I read 

this morning is a much more revolutionary message than that 

which, say. evolution was fifty years ago. It meant a 

complete overheuling of religious doctrinea; it meant a 

definite break with the p&st: it meant a new departure for 

civilization. 

The identification of religion with ethioa 

was, to mymind, the moat significant forward step taken by 

the human race in the last three thousand years. If 

religion ie to mean anything in hllDl&D life, then it must 

become, so said the prophets. a force for righteousness. 

If God is .to help man in his upward climb to the higher 

reaches · am the purer air, then God must be worshipped in 

Hie wey and not in man's wa7; then God must be worshipped 

in spirit and not in things; sacrifioes are well. but not 

the sacrifices of things, which man neither makes nor 

destroys, but the sacrifices of the heart; the sacrifice of J 
aelf--self-immol~tion upon the altars- of the high duty. the 

eaorifioe of self in· the pursuit of truth and dut7, the 

aaoritioe of the sorrows and the pains which come to us, 

and the mart11"dom when we consecrate ourselves to some noble 

ideal, some noble aooial, humanitarian effor, . 

!be1a are the saorifioea aooeptable unto the 

Lord; prayer as well. !nd men ahould pra7. but not the 

prayers of bande stained with blood lifted up to heaTen, 
. -----+--~-
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not the prayers to have more but to be more; not the prayers 

for the augmentation of our physioal possessions, but the 
• 

prayer for the expane1on of our spiritual domain, so as to 

eabrace more of the children of God in our sympath7 and in 

out interest. Temples are fine, and oathedrale and churches, 

but only as long as tbey remain the vital expressions of a 
• 

virgoue faith, only as long as their s11nbolism stirs the 

soul of man to higher impulses and to nobler effort. else 

they become white sepulchers for the dend souls of mankind, 
2- l,Jt'i ", 

else they become not gateways to hea~en but towers and 
q_ 

fortresses blocking the progress of man on his onward and 

forward march. 

God was, said the prophets; Ood created the 

phJJ;ic£1 world, but He also created the moral world. Both 

are Hie, and one can only be r l hteoua with God as he is 

Just Yiith humanitr. One can onl1 be at one with hie 

fellowman who is at one with God. low, the prophets in 

the olden days knew that religion can and should make tor 

justice, and their descendants today know that religion can 

_and should · make for sooia 1 justice. The tragedy ot 1 t le 

that it has not; the tragedy ot it 18 that from the 

beginning of times the church, that is organized religion, 

has allied itself with the intrenohed, the privileged 

clauses: the tragedy of it is that those who supported its 

inetitutions also controlled its program and imprisoned its 

eoul; and when the cb:u.roh became a little brother to the ·\ 

rich, and beoame a little brother to the devil, ah, it the 

----
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spirit of the church oould be but unleashed. if this 

revolutionar7 passion of the church for juetloe and social 

righteousnesa,--oeaee to do evil, learn to do good; relieve 

the oppressed, judge the tatherless,--if this orating with 

a petfect harmony in the world could just be given a ohanoe 

to sweep through the world as a cleansing and a healing fire, 

the ohurch would then become a leader instead of a 

follower; the powerful who are wicked would dread the 

ohuroh instead of building churches; the denied and the 

oppressed, the dreamers, would seek out the church and 

look upon it as the great comforter, the gl'eat champion 

and defender. 

And so theory of the human soul for 

,ustioe first expressed itself in this struggle which we 

oall prophecy, this struggle to separate institutionalism 

from spirituallt7; this struggle to elevate religion to the 
. 

position of the moat important force for social betterment. 

And that was the contribution of Israel to the thought of 

the world; and for that reason I selected as the first 

text for my address this morning this Chapter I of Isaiah. 

I selected as my second text a poem not widely known. but 

one whioh is aignifioant--"!he Sona of Martha," by Kipling. 

"l1he Sons of Martha" ls a bitter lament on 

the inequalitiea of life. on the vast sooial chasm whioh 

aeparatea those who are oondemned to unrequited labor and 

thoee who live off their labor. You will reoall the legend 

of the••• Teetament. Martha and Kar7 were sisters, and 
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Jesus came ae a guest to the house of these two sisters. 

Ii Martha was bueil7 engaged working, and so she had no time to 

1, 
II 

1, 

I 

1, 

1 

I 

pa7 an7 attention to this Yisitor, and ignored him. 

stopped her work and went and sat down at the feet of the 

master and listened to his teaching. Martha was rather put 

out that Uar7 stopped her work and was wasting her time, and 

so she rebuked the master for haying induoed her sister to 

stop her ork, and Jesus is quoted as haying said to Martha: 

"Kary ohose well; she ohoae the better part, and the better 

part will be here forever." 

Around this legend Kipling built his 

remarkable poem, a verse or two of whioh I will read to you 

so that you may follow the dieouesion ot it . 

?he Sona of ary seldom bo er, tor ~hoy have 

inherited that good part; 

But the sons of Martha favor their other of the 

careful soul and the troubled heart. 

And because she lost her t• .. mper once, and booause 

she was rude to the Lord her Gueat, 

Her sons must wait upon ~•ry•s SQDS, ~orld without 

end, reprieve or rest. 

It is their care in all the ages to take the buffet 

and ouahion the shook . 

It is their care that the gear engages; it is their 

ore that the switches look. 

It is their oare that the wheels run trul.7; it 1a their 
_,,_ 
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oare to embark and entrain, 

!ally, transport and deliver dul7 tho Sons ot Mary 

bT land and aaiA . 

They aay to aountains, "Be 7e removed." 1'he7 

say to the lesser floods, "Bun dry." 

Under their rods are the rooks reproved--they are 

not afraid of that which ia high. 

fhen do the hilltops shake to the summit--then 

is the bed of the deep laid bare, 

That the Sons of Kary may overcome it, pleasantly 

sleeping and unaware. 

They do not preach that their God will rouse them 

a little before the nute work loose . 

They do not teach that Bis Pity allo a them to 

leave their work when they damn-well ohooee. 

As in the thronged and lighted ways, so in the 

dark and the desert they stand, 

wary and watchful all their days that their brethern•s 

da111 may be long in the land. 

Raise ye the atone or cleave the wood to make a 

path more fair or flat; 

Lo, it is black already with blood some son ot 

Martha spilled for that! 

lot aa a ladder from earth to Heaven, not as a witness 

to a117 oree4, 
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But simple· service eimpl7 given to hie own kind in 

their common need. 

And the Sons ot »ar7 smile and are bleeeed--the7 

know the &ngels are on their side. 

l1he7 know in them is the Grace confessed, and for 

them are the Mercies multiplied. 

They s1 t at the IPeet--theyhear the Word--they 

see how trul7 the Promise runs; 

fbe;r have cast their burden upon the Lord, and-­

the u,rd He laJB it on Martha's SonaJ 

low, the bitterness of the complaint of this 

poem is not that men work hard--men will always have to .. 
work hard, and the hard work of the world will alwaJS have 

to be done b7 someone; the complaint of this poem is on two 

counts, and both on the basis ot injustice. First of all, 

the injustice of some men working and others not working. 

There are few men--and this it is worthy to remember--who, 

unless they are imbittered, begrudge a rich man his wealth, 

if that wealth was properly ea~ned and is properl.7 

a<lminietrated. It sometimes appears--and it is one of the 

strange anomalies of life--that the masses often make an idol 

of an extremely wealth7 man. low, if the masses 

instinotivel7 begrudged the man his wealth, they would bate 

the rioh man and never make an idol of him; but the ver7 

oontrar7 le often the faot--the maeaee do not begrudge a man 

wealth earned and properl.7 uae4. 

-9-
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wealth possessed but not earned; what the7 do hate is the 

loafer who inherited wealth; what the7 do hate, with all the 

hate that men are o&pable of, are those who trip down the 

primrose path, having all the comforts and luxuries and 

opportunities of life, without having eweated for them; 

while they who are grimy with sweat in the dank, dark pita 

of mines. or before blazing furnaces--who sweat for these 

things, cannot have them. 

That io the first complaint. And the second 

one is a complaint about the lack of opportunity. hey 

are so overburdened with work. these sons of Martha. that 

they haven't a chance to sit at the feet of the Master and 

hear the Word. They haven't a ohanoe for education, for 

oulture, for the appreciation of the fine and beautiful 

things of life, they are so oruahed with the burden of their 

job; and their romuneration is Bo limited that their 

ohil(!ren are likewise deprived of the opportunity to sit 

at the feet and bear the ord; while the BODS of Mary have 

every opportunity to enjo7 the good things of life. And 

on these two oounts the lament of this poem is based. 

And I chose a third poem, better known to 

you--Fidwar4 Jlarkham's "fhe Kan with the Boe." Por two 

reasons: first, because it · expresses the same thought as 

this npling•a poem, and, eeoondl7, because it goes one step 

further. I will read to you a verse or two to refresh your 

memor7 about this remarkable social protest. As you know, 

the poem la baaed on JU.llet•• great pa1Dt1ng--!he 
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the Boe." You have undoubtedly seen the painting itself, 

or reproduot1ona--th1s lone figure in the open field, a 

large bulk of a man, a peaaant,--orude, ooaree, fettered, 

with the weight of oenturies upon his shoulders. Markham 

looted at this plotu~•. and ln hie mind flashed the verse 

troa Geneaie: "And God made man 1D Ria image, and in the 

iaage of God was be created.n And he wrote this poem. 

Bowed by the weight ot centuries be leans 

Upon hie hoe and gazes on the ground, 

The emptiness of ages in his face, 

ADd OD hie back the burden of the world. 

Who made him dead to rapture and despair, 

A thiq that grieves not and that never hopes, 

Stolid and stunned, a bro her to the ox? J 
Who loosened and let dow this brutal jaw, 

Whose was the hand that slanted back this brow? 

hose breath blew out the light within this brain? 

Ia this the Thing the Lord God made and gave 

To have dominion over sea and land; 

!o trace the atars and search the heavens tor power; 

To feel the passion ot ternitJT 

I• this the Dream Be dreamed ho shaped the eue 

And marked their ftJ"S upon the anoient deep? 

Down all the stretch of Hell to its last gulf 

There le no ahape more terrible than thi■--

More tongued with oensure of the world's blind greed--
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-- Kore tilled with signa and portents for the soul-­

More fraught with menace to the universe. 

O masters, lords and rulers in all lands, 

Is this the handiwork 7ou give to God, 

This monstrous. thing distorted and soul-quenched? 

Bow will you ever str&ighten up this shape; 

fouoh it again with immortality; 

Give baok the upward looking and the light; 

Rebuild in it the music and the dream; 

Kake right the immemorial infamies, 

Perfidious wrongs, immedicable woes? 

O masters, lords and rulera in all lands, 

Bow will the Jtuture reckon with this Kan? 

Row answer his brute question in that hour 

When whirlwinds ot rebellion shake the world? 

Row will it be with kingdoms and with kings-­

With those who shaped him to the thing he is--

hen this dlllllb Terror shall reply to God, 

After the ·ailenoa of the centuries? 

I do not know whether••rkham caught the spirit 

of Millet's great painting. Thie peaaantthat Millet 

depicted is not so much the result ot the cruelties of man 

as the natural result of peasant life. He le as much a 

nature product as a man product. Be le ver 7 much like Isak, 

, 7ou will recall, of Bamaun•a "Growth ot the Soil." Bia 
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aol141tT, hie sullenness, his dull s1mpl1a1ty, are not 

things whioh cruel kings and t11"anta imposed upon him, but 

something which the monotony of his life--the soil, his 

But the idea back of the enviroment. moulded in him. 

poem ia nevertheless true. Kings and potentates and rulers 

have all too often, all too tragically kept their subjects 

in a state of ignorance, suppression, deprivation, so that 

they became brutea, ooaraene4--brutalized instead of heaven­

aspiring men made in the image of God; that the czars of 

Russia and the rulers of other kingdoms have adown the ages 

imprisoned life, stulti_fied it, orippled 1 t and rendered it 

ugl7; and it is true that unsorupuloua industrialists, 

,eeterday and today, have and are brutalizing life by their 

ruthless exploitation o~ men; it f true that in this 

.courageous land of ours, blessed with plenty and prosperity, 

there are this day, in the year 1924, a million and a half 

children who are being maimed and crippled on the wheel of 

industry in mines and mills and factories to serve the 

greed of men. 

lo 1 how will the future reckon with these 

man? How will answer these brute mon in that hour when 

world unrest or rebellion ahake the world? How will these 

kinge who shape thece men be when this dmb ter~or replies 

to God? we have evidence of what the consequenoes are when 

that hundred-million-headed brute called the Slav, held doWD 
. 

through the agea, t1nell7 replied to God after the silenoe o 

t e centur1ea. His dumb terror beoame a red lerrori he 
--+---
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••ept down the land like a deveatating. maddened fury, 
• 

killing and destroJing. The passions of the ages were 

finally let loose! God holds to• etriot accountabilit7i • 

fbere isn't a tear of the oppressed that some daT will not 

be paid with the blood of the oppressor. You cannot 

eaoape; there is no eacap, from the absolute balancing of 

account, sooner or later, in this world. 

he human cry tor justice, to my mind, men 

and women. the human instinct for justic~. is one of the 

most Godly things about man. It is as real an instinct 

as the instinct of man for harmony and balance. It is a 

ory of the human soul. and it cannot be forever silenced. 

hat is justice? Juetioe is much more than 

legal justice, determined by authorit7. .Tuetice is more 

than the prevailing social usage or convention; justice is 

more than the determination of my rights and your rights. 

JUetice is the moat essential ideal ot society making for 

a progressive development of human life, making for social 

peaoe and prosperit7. Justice is more than rights: it is 

righteousness. Justice oftentimes demands of us to 

aaorifioe our rights for the aake of a higher righteousness. 

Justice ia sometimes love, and compassion, and forgiveness. 

Justice ia alwaJ'II the application of our best intelligence 
I 6 

and our highest motives upon an7 or to any given problem . 

Juatioe ia alwaya objective as regards to truth, and 

aubJeotiYe as regarda too~ gheet 1nat1ao"8 aa4 i■pu~aea. 
Juatioe must make, first, for a condition of 
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eooiot7 in which every man will be provided 1th the element­

ar7 needs of life; and, secon417. • condition of sooiet7 in 

whioh every maa•e aptitudes and gifts and talents that is 

in him will have a chance to e:xpresa itself. Justice 

demands a eooial condition in whioh reward will be 

commensurate with service. Justice demands that no man 

shall partake of the social goods who does not contribute 

to the social assets. Justice demands not an equal 

distribution of wealth--that is injuetioe; that is an 

artifioial. formal arrangement whioh has no relation to 

service. or merit, or oompetenoe, or abilit7,---1ature did 
• 

not--and wisel7--create all men equal as to ability and 

prowness and talent and gitts.--but justice demands equality 

or a liberalization of opportunity, so that each man will 

have a obanoe to express the best that is in him, and to 

realize himself to the fullest of his native capaoit7. 

Justice is nothing else and oan never be 

brought about in any other wa7 than by means of that simple, 

profound, revolutionary doctrine first initiated by a 

prophet of Israel: "Love thy neighbor as thyself." Love 

th79elf b7 loving th7 neighbor. Pulfill yourself through 

70ur neighbor: enrich your life by enriching the lives of 
' . 

the people with whom you must live; establish oontaota so 

that your life will grow richer and fuller; do justice to 

others that lite may be just to you. 

• "Love th7 neighbor as th711elf." 

---o-­. 
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