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I have spoken often to you in the past ot the 

dutie■ and the responsibilities of business men aa I aaw the■ . 

I have endeavored to emphasise at all times the thought that 

business muat be integrated within the social plan, and that 

it muat be,tor the sake of aooi~t7, aubllitte4 to the same 

atandarda and to the same social control. I very often, I 

believe, stressed this thought: that business, in common with 

every other endeavor of the mind and spirit of man, mui be 

made to serve the ends of lite. By that I mean that a 

definite tunotional taak must be assigned to it in its 

relation to the well being of society. JUat aa, tor 

exa■ple, art must beautit7 life, and aoienoe muat explain 

life, and literature auat interpret lite, and medicine must 

proteot life, and religion must ennoble life, ao business 

muat have a definite tunotional purpose in the sch•e ot 

things; and that,•• take it, is the produotion . and the 

distribution of the ph7aioal oommoditiea needed tor the 

comfort and the sustenance of human lite. 

I have also fro■ time to time endeavored to 

atreas the thought that the slogan very trequentl7 heard.•• 

a ■ort ot industrial apologetioa, that business 1■ bueinesa,i■ 

anathema, 1a a blaot ob■eaaion whioh has devestated aooiet7 . 

tor generation■• I have tried to point out that thia 

phraae, · ao lrippingl7 heard on the lip■ of many business men 

even to4a7, it it mean■ anything at all meana that busin••• 
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hae a law of it■ own, a jungle law, whioh, though ever7 other 

department ot human lite exorcised it and no longer recognize• 

it, must forever be recognized within the aphere ot busineea. 

I have tried to show that there is but one 

law in lite, that a code of conduct is one and indivisible, 

and that it society is ever to devolve to the 1urer air and 

the higher levels. it must exoroi ■e, drive out, this eoonomio 

devil. 

We look with suspicion upon a man who is in 

politics tor the sake ot making money; we hold in contempt 

the artist who would oommeroialize his art; we would frown 

upon, as we do, a ph7sioian, tor example,--who is infinitel7 

more important to society than, say, a r~•l estate brok•--

we would frown upon him it he, b7 mHna ot charging exorbitant 

fees and limiting hie clientele, would set out and make it 

the supreme purpose of hie life to amass a fortune. We would 

lose all faith in a minister. tor e%&mple, who would spend 

his days trying to make mone7, however hopeleas that taek 

aight be. !he aame thing 1a true ot educators; the same 

thing is true of soldiers. 

We ask a rather rigoroua atandard ot service 

from these professions, which are 1Dtinitel7 more important 

to the well being of society than the business profession ia; 

7et we are not so rigorous when it comes to the buaines■ man . 

we do not ask of the buainesa man ao inaiatentl7 that he 

produoe eooial values, that he direotl7 contribute to the 

aooial health and well being ot aooiet7. It is enough tor a 



• 

• 

buainesa man to be called auooesetul it he ha■ amassed 

wealth without palpabl7 violatina the law. H• ma7 have been 

• finanoial 3uggler; he ma7 have pJram14ed profits on 

intangible and. as tar aa aociet7 is concerned. non-existing 

aaeet■; he may never have oontributed one ounce ot real value 

to the aaaeta of sooiet7. ~nd yet he is seldom oondnmed. 

Bur 7, we rarel7 appl7 to him that rigorous standard we 

appl7 to other professions. 

low. I think it ia rather trite and 

irrelevant to aay that a man, every man, ia in business to 

make mone7. If that is true, then evar7 man should be in 

politioa to make ■one7. And yet the business men of the 
. 

oountr7 are outraged when a politician aotuall7 suooeeda in 

makiq some money . 

standard in lite. 

!here oan be but one law and one 

I have also endeavored to point out from 

time to time that business ia a profession, that the busineaa 

man ought to look upon his enterprise with the eame reverence 

and the aame dignit7 aa the professional man looka upon hi■ 

oalling. Business today 1a not what it•• a hundred year■ 

ago, or a generation ago; beoauae of its involved organizatioD 

and its vast ramifioationa it demands today the same training. 

the ■•me preparation and the aama expert knowledge and the 

aame gifts of mind and of character that profession■ demand • 

I have tried to make buaineaa men feel that 

their work ia a profeaaion. !he word "profession" mean■ 

■o■eth1111 whioh 7ou prof•••--• declaration of 7our faith,• 
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declaration of 7ou.r life's purpose. When a man prof••••• a 

calling, he announces that this is hie mission in lite, hie 

contribution, hie torch, his 1•1tin7 in life. I have tried 

to have the businessman feel that hie work, however humble it 

may be, however important it may be, 1a a vooation, a calling, 

ao■ething to the performance of whioh a man hae been summoned; 

hia life intereat; something whioh muat give him the full 

opportunity tor selt-oulture; something that must fulfill 

him and realise hia. 

I vary often oome across business men who 

look upon their work aa necessary but rather unattractive, 

ottantimea aordid. !hey look tor the beauty ot lite, the 

nobility of life and the exercise of their virtues elsewhere-~ 

after business houra. lhat makes tor a very serious and sad 

duality of charaoier, a atrange contusion ot personality. 

You will find the aame man in his business oold and hard and 

harah and oaloulating, ruthlesaly aggressive, stopping at 

nothing, driving a hard bargain, and after six o'clock, in 

the circle of his friends, he ia the moat attable and 

aooiable and kindly sort ot 1ndivi411al, eapeoiall7 charitable. 

low, that condition is brought about by the 

fact that that individual looks upon his business aotivit7 

not aa upon the profeeaion, the vocation, the calling, the 

opportunity of hie life; that ie merely an avenue or a mean■ 

or a method tor making money to be used in this other aphere 

and department of life. 

I have tried to make buaineaa men feel that 
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their business ought to make them happy. Happiness is the 

~ seal which a good God plaoes upon aur wort, when He ia 

satisfied with our wort. low, I donot mean that a business 

man never has hie worries and his heartaohea and his die-

appointments and his failure■• Bver7 profession has that. 

J.Dd the real failures in lite, the real tragio failure■, are 

not always the money failures. But business, in oommon with 

an7 other profession which 70u may choose for yourself, must 

by far, b7 large. and in the sum total of it, as a life 

interest. make you happy, give you the sense of satisfaction, 

give you the sense of gratification of having done well 

something you want to do. something you feel you ought to do. 

low, if your business does not give you that 

aenae, that happiness, you do not belong there; that is not 

your profession; and you will never get that sense of 

gratification and satisfaction if you look upon your business 

activity as a mare money making and money grubbing, 

aggrandizing tool, and not as a high-up activity. I have 

said that I have frequently made these statements, because I 

. . hold them to be true, and I regard the task of each one to 

bring these facts to the minds and to the hearts of the 

people. 

!his morning I want to make praotioal 

application of these principles as they touoh us Jews, and I 

shall speak very trank17, because I believe that tranknea■ in 

auoh matters is highly desirable. A rabbi must not alwaya 

tell his people how good they are. They know that all too 
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well. And it is not the tu.notion ot a rabbi always to aot 

as the tribune of his people, to defend them to the outside 

world. Ver7 often it is tlle duty of a rabbi to tell Jaoob 

hie tranagreaaiona and Israel his sine; and no people ia 

perteot and no individual is blameless in the eight of God 

or ot men. to us Jews this problem ot the ethios of business 

is a partioularl7 oogent and pressing and vital one, beoause 

when all is said and done we are a business people. There 

are very tew ot us who are farmers; there are many more who 

are laborers, but they, too, as they olimb on the rungs of 

th• eoonomio ladder--and every Jew wishes to rise and to 

climb on the eoonomio ladder--aooner or later enter into the 

oommeroial field. 

We are progressively becoming a business 

people. Of ooura• it was not always so, and it is quite 

stupid tor a man, like Professor S , to maintain that 

the Jewish people ia possessed of raoial and mental endowments 

and religious aentimenta to tit them to be oapitaliata and 

to be ~•rohanta. fhat is part ot the Prussian paeudo­

aoientitio balderdash, wh1oh ia the groundwork and the baeie 

of all anti-Semitio speoulation toda7. Before our people 

entered P&leatine and tor hundreds of years, the7 ware nomad.a 

in the wildernea■--tribea .. ndering from one oasis to another, 

tending their floats and their sheep. !here was n• trade an4 

no business there; and after they entered Paleatine, for · • 

period of about twelve hundred yeara, they were farmere. At 

the time of the de■truotion of the temple, the great hi■toriaa 
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Joaephua remark■ with ama1emeni and wonderment, that while 

all the eurrounding peoples were auoh olever trades people, 

the people of Israel was a humble, lowly,agrioultural people; 

they lived OD the soil; their holidaya were nature festivals; 

the blesainga with which the Bible blesses Israel are the 

blessing■ of field and garden and rain and sky and earth. It 

was only after they were driven out of their land and uprooted 

from their aoil and soattered to the four winds of the world, 

into land■ where they were not allowed to hold land or to 

engage in manual labor, that the Jew was perforce, beoauae 

he wanted to live the life of light that was strong within 

him, driven into trade and barter and sale, mone7-making-­

buainesa. 

But whatever the history may be, we are at 

preaent engaged in realitiea, in present day realitiea, and 

the faot is that today the Jews of Jaerioa are largel7 and 

inoreaaingly a business people. Aa a busineaa people we 

are easily singled out and diatinguished, not alone beoauae 

we are a raoial minorit7, but beoauee our very busineaa 

enterprieea bring ua oonatantly to the notice of the publio. 
, 

our veoatione make ua ■eek the main thoroughfare■ in every 

oity and the advertiaing oollllUla of every new■papel'. !he 

farmer ie not noticed; the 1n4uatrial pl.ant ia on the out­

atirta of the oit7; but the inatitutione, the ehopa and the 
I 

atorea of the Jewish buaineas ■an are on the highnya and 

th• main atreete and thoroughfare■ ot every oit7 1D Amerio&, 

oon■tantl7 notioe4, and it ia no wonder, therefore, tha, •• 
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loo■ ■o large in the eyes of the world tar beyond our 

proportion. And, tuthermore, because we are the diatribu-

tor■ ot oommoditie■, beoauae we sell the food and the raiment 

and the lodging tor people, moat people sooner or later oome 

to ua; they have no contaot with the actual produoer, who 

does not exiet for th•, but we do; and if there is anything 

Wl'ODg with the •o~nomio order, it the cost ot living is too 

high, it ia not the unseen produoer who is blamed, but the 

ver7 visible, palpable diatributor--70u! ~or all the evils 

and ahortocning■ ot our eoonomio organisation, you have to 

bear the brunt ot economic mal-adjuetment, because ot your 

vu7calling. 

low, beoauae· ot that, I maintain, and because 

ot the taot th,t the Jew is traditionally singled out as the 

aoapegoat tor all ahortoomings and disasters, that we muat be 

sorupulous aa regards the elementary principles ot busineaa 

oonduot and busineas standard■• We mu.at lean backward; we 

muat be a hundred par oent plus. lot only beoauae tradition­

ally we have stood tor reotit.u4e and integrit7 in business 

relations. It was the Jew who first gave a code of business 

oonduot to mankind. "Y• shall do no unrighteouaneaa in 

judpent, in weight, in measure. Just balance■, just weighta, 

a juat ephah, an4 a just bin, shall 79 have." "Juatioe 

ahal~ thou pursue!" I aa7, not only because of our 

traditional position aa pathfinders and leader■ in the work 

ot eoonomic righteouan••• ought•• to be aupra-■orupulou in 

our regard tor the eth1oa ot th• buainN■ proteasioD, but also 
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beoause ot eelt-detenae, to keep us trom economio annihilation. 

In Bew York City I read where it is now quite 

difficult, almost impossible, for a Jewish man or woman to 

obtain emplOJment . Bow, there is but one step trom that to 

an eoonomio boycott, where it will be quite impossible for a 

Jew to ••11 his merohandise. When that comes, not alone our 

economio but our social and political lite collaps••• Tb.at 

has happened in other countries. 

We must lean backward. Bver7 Jew who is 

engaged in a business enterprise, whatever it be, has the 

satet7, the economic well being, to say the least, of every 

other Jew in his keeping. B'Ver7 Jew who in the least ia 

unaorupulou■ or rapaoioua, every Jew who in the least 

~iolatee the basio ethioal principles, the customs ot the 

land, even it he does not oriminall7 violate a law, bring■ 

discredit, na7, more, danger upon his people. 

Let me illustrate what I mean. During the 

' last two ;years there have occurred in our cit7 two diaaatroua 1 

financial failures, in the aame line ot business endeavor; 

4iaa■tera which have brought suffering and sorrow to hundred■, 

to perhapa thousand■ of oitisens ot this oommunit7. Th• one 

was the enterprise largel7 of non-Jews; the other wae the 

enterprise largely ot Jew■ • Bow, I am not here to paas 

judpent • I am neither judge nor pro■ecutor, nor am I 

1nt1mate17 acquainted with the taota iDTWlTel ln both ot th••• 

situation■ to juatif7 •• in paaaiDI ~udpient or o~an,; w, 
• 

thl■ to•• 1 ■ olear. •• a rabbl: that while 1D the one o••• 

I 
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the one largel7 non-Jewish, the 4el1nquenoiea and the 

failure■, it there existed a117, will ultimatel7 be plaoe4 

1quarel7 upon the individuals responsible tor them; ln the 

other oa■e, the one largel7 Jewish, the delinquenoiea and the 

failures, if there existed an7, will be placed not merely 

upon the 1adividuala responsible tor them. but upon you, upon 

ae, and upon the whole Jewish oommunit7. It will be ju■t b7 

ao muoh harder, more unpleaeant, tor a Jew to live beoause ot 

theee things. And I wonder whether the men responsible tor 

th• management and the adminietration of those allied 

institution■ and their vast ramlt-ioationa ever gave thought 

to this angle ot the problem. 

Jroa a community point ot view, it is not at 

all i■portant that we have rioh Jew■ in Olevelan4; from a 

oomanmity point of view it ia not at all 1aportant that the . . 
Jew■ of Cleveland reoeive an7 more dividend■; from a ooa­

aunit7 point ot view it is not at all iaportant that the Jewa 

of Cleveland build up vast industrial establishment■; from a 

oommunit7 point of view it 1a of supreme and primar7 and . 

vital 111.portanoe that ever7 Jewish business establishment in 

the oit7 of Cleveland be aorupuloul7, punet111oual7 honest 

and honorable, berond the ahadow of a doubt, beyond all 

shadow of suaplo1on. 

• low, we have thoueanda of auoh fine 

lnatitutiona in our cammun1t7; •• have thouaanda of Jewi■h 

bu11l••• men 1D Clevelan4 who have built up throqh ,aara of 

tine aervioe 1nat1tut1ona which are a ored1t, not alone to the 



• 

• 

• 

Jewish oomaunity but to our oit7. Ball ,he time to 

en1111erate some, I should gladly do 1,. lot ao ver7 loq ago 

I hal the rare privilege to pass through and oloael7 to 

obaerve the organi ■ation and the workinp ot one great, 

largel7 Jewish, institution 1~ our 001D111unit7. I refer to the 

institution ot Joaeph & hiaa. I speak ot that institution 

beoauae it ia the one that oomea to m7 mind now, and the one 

whioh a,ands out, not merely beoauae ot ita integrity, in 

which thousands of our other Jewish institution■ in Cleveland 

share, but beoause of its sooial vision, because of the 

pioneer work whioh it has don• in the field of amicable and 

just relation■ between emplo7er and emplo~ee. Bow, I main-

tain that the wort ot hundreds ot auoh institutions oan be 

eolipaed in one da7 and torgot,en b7 one unfortunate oase . 

Let me give ~u another example. !here are 

rabbi■ in thia oit7 who are devotiq th•selves taithtull7, 

earnestl7, to ·the task of aerving their people and serving 

the Cleveland comaunit~-e•rne■t men, oonaeorate4 men. A 

few daya ago I read an item in the newspapers tha, a oertain 

so-oalled rabbi, a newcomer to thia country, and to thia oit7, 

under suaploion, had his home raided b7 prohibition agenta; 

he was arrested and arraiped in oour,. I do not know how 

you feel about it, but I feel tha, the work of this fl7-b7-

Dight, ao-oalled rabbi, aooomplishel in one da7, will ulo 

the work of all the rabbis in Cleveland in a yaa~. that 

aituation is aeriou■ because there oriae touohe■ our religion. 

We••- to be attliote4 in thi■ 01tr, and iD 
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ever7 large oit7, with a new orop ot Jew1■h dign1tarie■ whick 

go b7 the name ot reverend■• Every chazan, every ehoohet, 

ever7 ah•u, ever7 aasother, gets himself a little achule, 

er bu114a up a little minion around himself, obtains the title 

ot reverend over night, obtains a perait or• lioenae to sell 

so-oalle4 aaoramental wine, and lauiaohea upon a new busineaa. 

altogether new in Jewish lite. 

You oan aee the temptation■ in the wa7, and • 
70u oan see there will be some who are sa low and degraded 

that the7 will drag the tair name ot Israel, the honored name 

ot a rabbi, into the mire tor the sate ot profit. fhe 

Oentral Conference ot American Rabbis has protested to the 

govermnen,, urging it to withdraw the clause whioh permit■ 

Jewa to have wine for sacramental purposes, stating it i■ 

not at all neoesaary tor a Jew to use fermented wine tor 

■aoramental purpo■ea. !he oonaervative rabbis ot .6meriaa 

did the very aame thiq, but with no effeot. 

Orthodox Jewry, I suppose, thro1114 some 

cU.aleotio aubtlet.7, stupidly insist■, short-eightedl7 insist■ 

upon the perpetution of this law and this praotioe, which 

ultimatel7 will bring a 4eseoration ot the name ot God an4 • 

I■r••l upon our people. Orthodox Jewr7 has laoked either 

the oourage or the wi■dom to protelt this thing. 

And ao there ia your situation. We t1n4 

altogether too man7 Jewish names on the lists ot bootlegger■ 

in ou comaunit7. that, too, 1a unsavor7; but it ia a wor4 

that mu■t be spoken, beoauae the aituation 1a not iaproving 
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here or al■ewhere. ot oourse moat ot those people are 

immigrant■, newoomera, unacquainted with our laws, who do 

not realize the gravity ot the situation. But that, too, ie 

apologetics • !he faot is that altogether too man7 ot the · 

hou■ehold ot Iarael are tound among thoae who have violated 

the law ot the land. low, that entire brood, and all the 

oheap Jewish lawyers who defend them, and all the cheap 

Jewish politician■ who pull wires tor them, must be driven 

trom our communit7. There must be house oleaning, or the 

tutu.re ot our commUJ1it7, the position ot our communit7, will 

be progressivel7 more and more undermined. 

)(7 last word. Long ago in the fourteenth 

oentur7, to be more exaot, in the year 1891, there was a 

sudden and terrible perseoution of the Jews in Spain . 

Hundreds were killed, thousands were driven out; Jewish 

property was oont1soate4, and the Jewish spirit was orushe4. 

fhe Jews began to blame Chr1at1an intoleranoe tor what 

happened--and I suppoae Christian intoleranoe, religious 

bigotry, was in a large measure responsible tor what happened. 

But one Jew, a leader ot the da7--Iaaao Halama --had the 

oourage and the foresight and the wisdom to stand up before 

his people and tell them; and this ia what he told them: 

"God was good to you. God prospered 7ou. 

Qod pve you favor in the eyes ot the people in whose midst 

70u dwelt; you .were ra1ae4 to positions ot prominenoe in 

government; you beoame wealtb7 and proaperoua. • ~d what 

did 7ou do? • You built tor 7our■elvea marvelous mansion■ 
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and purchased iaat estate■ ; 7ou bought for 7ourselTe■ 

fewelr7 of the moat precious and the finest; 70u dreaaed in 

the rioheat apparel; JOU lorded it; 70u forsook your God, 

you forsook your !Orah; you became rapacious, you beoaae 

greedy, you engaged in ruthless competition. one with another. 

stepping one upon another. crushing one another, stopping at 

nothing, until you lost favor in the eyes of the people in 

whose midet 7ou dwelt, and beoauaa of that did this 

affliction come upon you." 

Bow, I pra7 to God that at no time in the 

future ot oerioan Israel will there be an7 juatifioation tor 

such a statement. fbis is our home; this will be the home 

of our children; we must live here, and we must have the 

confidence and ~he good will and the favor ot the people 

about us. It anti-Semitism is ever to arise, as it 

undoubtedly will, let us at least feel, justly feel, that it 

is not due to any of our ahortoominga or tailurea or 

tr.-iagressioila or economic sine, but purely to bigotry and 

intolerance. 

!here ia a warning in the words ot Iaaac 

Balema that we Jews, here and elsewhere, may wall take to 

heart. 

--o--
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