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This day is Good ill ay throughout 

this land, and in our own oo~munity thousands ot romen 111 

march tor peace. This day and this event thrust some 

thoughts to the fore. I regard it as highly significant-­

and ot course as highly commendable--that the women of our 

oit7. and of other cities. are organizing for peace and are 

demonstrating tor peace. l'hat augurs ~ell for the cause of 

peace. If the women of this land will sho the same amount 

of determination. the same amount of resolution. the same 

amount of earnestness in behalf of peace as they display in 

behalf ot, say. their suffrage. peace will come appreciably 

nearer to realization. If they gained suffrage, if they 

gained politic 1 equality without the aid of the men folks. 

they might even gain peace without the aid of the men folks. 

I kno of no cause that should command 

the interest and concern of womanhood more than the cause ot 

peace. j!hey are. to my mind, more spiritually alert, more 

sensitized to the higher social values and the higher ethical 

values; they are nearer to the mainsprings of life: they 

nurture lite and care for life and preserve life, and the 

ultimate tragedies of the battlefield are brought home and 

find their tinal lodging plaoe in the heart of yearning 

motherhood. 

So that I reg rd it as particularly the 

provinoe of womanhood to work for peaoe. Man sought hia 
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glory from time immemorial on the battlefield, in competitive 

enterprise. an has al•ye been the hunte~ and the rrior, 

and bas always delighted in the pomp and show and circum­

stance of war; he has al•ys been moved and thrilled by the 

rattling ot the bows in his quiver. But the heroes of 

womanhood are very seldom the Amazons, Mnd even the Joan of 

rc. i1he heroes ot womanhood, from time beyond reckoning, 

were humble, consecrated souls, who bUilt home and protected 

life and pursued the sacred rte of peace. So that by 

tradition and history oman is closer to peace than man is. 

But largely because woman has confined her sphere until 

comparatively recent times to the home. She was easily 

misled, as tar as war is concerned. oman is easily 

attracted by the pomp and circumstance of ar,and warriors 

and heroes ot the battlefield have a certain glamo11%9 about 

them and a certain fascination about them hioh intrigue and 

tantalize the imagination, more so of women folks than of 

men folks. And not only that, but being further removed 

from the sources of accurate information, being removed from 

the scene of action, as woman was at all times, not kno ing 

the machinations behind a political situation hich leads to 

war, she was easily victimized by propagandists, b7 war 

breeders, at all · timea. lo one is so easily persuaded b7 

rumor, b7 lying propaganda ot war broedera, b7 the most 

preposterous stories of conspiraciea and cruelties in ar­

fare, and all the rogram and content of imperialistic 

propaganda, aa woman ia. 
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· nd so it is most desirable that oman 

today is organizing to educate womanhood, to train the omen 

of this land and of other lands to think critically as 

regards international problems, to be able to sift the true 

from the false, the taot from the rumor; to educate omen 

into what is patriotism and what is chauvinism, hat is 

loyalty to principles and what is loyalty to prejudice. nd 

that is a desperately needed task today. 

But there are some other thoughts that 

come to our mind as we think of this peace day and peace 

parade, not the least of which is this: that woman ought 

not to dissipate her energies. Peace is no longer a 

question of sentimentalism, of llllbridled and unrestrained 

emotionalism. ~very man you eet, if he is right-minded, 

is in favor of peace. ~vent r profiteer and the 

munition manufacturer, if you ask him about the general 

thesis of international peace, will be glad to subscribe 

to it. But by means of an expression, an untoouaed, 

undirected desire and longing for peace, peace will never 

be attained. 

Peace is not a namby-pamby aantimentality 

which can be brought about by just yearning tor it. Peace 

is the moat difficult, the most involved, the most colossal 

task of this age, and it requires the application of the 

finest minds of mankind to ork out the program for peace, 

the teohnique for peace, the manner and method whereby peaoe 

oan be achieved; the agenoiea, the institutions. so that 
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when women are spending a tremendous amount of energy 

merely to demonstrate that they ant peaoe. without pointing 

the way to some program, to some definite. specifio enter­

prise which will bring peace . just a little bit nearer, it is. 

to my mind. dissipating their very valuable energy. For 

that reason I was ver7 lukewarm about this peace parade this 

afternoon. It was not toouse4, it was not directed at 

anything. It this parade had been synchronized with, say, 

some measure pending in Congress--the world court, or the 

convoking of another international asaembl7 for the limita­

tion of armament, and the women utilized that opportunity to 

bring the force of public opinion to bear upon Congress to 

pass this specific measure. then it would be highly 

commendable and highly worth As it is, the citizens 

of this oity, the newspapers of . this city, have sensed the 

futility of the enterprise, and have treated it rather 
. 

lightly. airily, inste~d ot treating it as they ¥Ould have 

it it were driving at something very vital and immediate, 

quite seriously, quite liberally.l, 

It is highly important that the fine 

women who work tor peace, here and elsewhere, conserve their 

spiritutil energies. The7 dissipated a great de&l of it 

this year; they dissipated a great deal of it in popularizing 
it ' 

the Bok peace plan, and in voting for~and in distributing 

ballots for it--a great enterprise. which from the veiry start 

would result in nothing of appreciable value. 

The omen of this city, and ot America, 
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must make up their mind,firet of all, what they want 1th 

reference to peaoe. Ju.st hat program have they in mind 

whereb7 peace oan be brought a step nearer? And then they 

must organize politically to achieve that specific thing. 

If they want the United ltates to join the world court. let 

them make that the issue; 1f the7 ant the United States at 

the present time to assemble another international conference 

to take up the question of limitation of air armament and 

undersea armament, let them make that a real issue, and then 

bring their splendid organization, their public opinion, to 

bear upon it. Let them make it part of the national plat-

form of the two parties; lot them pledge ev«ry senator and 

every congressman to that specifio thing. Then they ill 

be achieving eomethlng.!hat is 3:~=~ the prohibition 

forces of . merioa on. or y s men talked a bout the 

desirability of driving the saloon out of existence; for 

years they even had a politic 1 party, whioh meant nothing. 

which did not get them anywheres, until they determined upon 

the very simple devioe of organizing politically in every 

precinct and in every oommunit7 and in every state, and 

forcing the looal and state and national parties to pledge 

thomselves to their program, and shitting their organized 

unit to one p rty or to the other, as the one party or the 

other backed their program . 

And that is the only way to achieve 

anything in a demoor,07. and that is hat the omen folks in 

Amerioa ought to do. The men who bua7 themselves stupidly 
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in the years to oome in voting for the Republican party or 

the Democratic party. or the Demooratio party or the 

Republic n party. they 111 busy themselves 1th politics 

as though 1 t means anything. Let the women folks, ho are 

closer to lite and to tho rel problems of life, \ho nt to 

preserve and perfect and beautify human life,--let them take 

up this major problem of the t entieth century--Peaoe--and 

let them plan, deliberately. constructively. thoughtfully-­

let them plan, step by step. to carry it thl,ough. 

Of course no one progr&m that an 

organization of women will adopt will win universal approval; 

no progr m will be accepted by all. ,oman suffrage as not 

accepted by all--not even by all he omen. But you must 

make up your mind what you wa t, hat you desire, what you 

think the merioan public will subscribe to--the minimum. 

if necessary, to do, and than see it through, carry it 

through, work for it. Let those who ish to oppose ou, 

oppose you. 

Bow, I ould not have you think tor a 

moment that I underestimate the v lue of education tor 

peace. I ould by far rnthor eoe the omen of Cleveland 

march for peaoe than maroh for war; I ould muoh rather see 

them shout for peace than gro hysterical at the blare of 

the trumpet and the waving of martial banners. I believe 

in the education of the minds ot men to ant peace, to think 

1J:l terms ot international oooperation. I &Mid some time 

ago that the ible of the peace movement is the public school 
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primer; that education tor peace should begin in the cradle 

and in the kindergarten and in the elementary school; that 

mankind needs today a broadening, a more embracing horizon; 

that the youth of ~merioa must be given a different kind ot 

history to study; that in our educational program e must 

lay much more emphasis upon human interdependence instead of 

national self-sufficiency; upon economic interrelations 

instead of the economic dependency and self-dependenc7 of a 

respective unit of the orld. e must begin to stress in 

our public schools through precept and example the ideas of 

universalism of humanity. From au.ch an education and such 

an eduoational and emotional content, there ill spring in 

the ye re to come. inevitably, leagues of n~tions, inter­

national conferences and courts of arbitration, hich ill 

ultimately resolve in the ultim t agency for universal 

peace. 

I believe in education, and I believe 1D 

this kind of public opinion; but this, too, is something 

very definite and something very specific. It has to do 

with text books, and it has to do 1th rinds of instruction; 

it is a definite program hioh educators can work out and 

effect and put into practice 1n the public schools and in 

the high schools of merioa. It is not merely marching for 

peace; it is not a vague thing . 

I said a moment ago that I looked upon 

this parade as a rather futile thing. I did until a few 

days ~go. I do not regard it as futile at all toda7; I 
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think it is a very vital thing today because of the 

opposition whioh has developed. I am generally in favor of 

anything the Chamber of Commerce in Cleveland opposes. I 

think the issue today is no longer whether it is practical 

for women to march today for peace or not; the issue today 

is whether marching tor peace is 1D itself an act of 

disloyalty to America. That is the is ue that has been 

thrust forward by the opposition of these bodies. Shall 

the man or the woman hereafter working for peace and marching 

tor peace and speaking for peace be damned publicly as 

disloyal and unpatriotic? For that is clearly the 1mpl1ca-
. 

tions of the resolutions adopted by the Legion and the 

Chamber of Commerce. • 

I say, it this parade today were to fail, 

if the women folks of Cleveland er e to be intimidated and 

the pMrade had been called off, it would not alone have been 

a serious reflection upon the oarnestneae ot the women in 

Clevelund who work for peace, but it would have been a most 

serious discouragement of peace efforts in our community 

in the years to come. I can readily understand an organ-

ization like the .American Legion being opposed to a peace 

parade. I have never yet known a soldier's organization 

that did wo~k for peace, that did care for peace, except the 

peace with armament, which means peace with competitive 

armament, h1 oh means ar. 

But for an august and reverential body 

like the Chamber of Commerce of Cleveland, representing 
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hundreds of thousands of level-headed business men in our 

oommunit7, to have yielded to suc~ a mendacious bit of 

chicaner7, is,to say the least,reprehensible. hen I first 

read the resolutions of that body,! was staggered. I 

thought re~lly that they must have discovered some very 

important documents which were unknown to the rank and file 

of the community, which led them to conclude that this parade 

was instigated by a group of international bolshevike and 

pacifists and radioals. I assumed that no representative 

body would jump to oonolueions without giving this thing a 

thorough investigation, a thorough analysis, nd I ited 

for the presentation of this proof, and when the omen's 

organization challenged the aham er to produce the proof, 

the Chamber of Commerce refer ed tha body to a certain 

reserve officers association of Cleveland, which does not 

even exist in our directory and in our telephone book, and 

when this body or the president of this body was consulted 

and asked to produce the proof upon hi.oh the chamber based 

its resolution, the president confessed that they had no 

documents and no proofs, except that a certain fello in 

Columbus, who was said to know ~nd who ought to kno • said 

something to them once upon a time, and they passed it on to 

the Chamber of Commerce. o. I believe the omen folks ot 

Cleveland ought to be congratulated upon h ving made a 

laughing stook ot that august. reverential body. 

The issue toda7. as I see it, is a 

tundaaental issue. Shall e be allo ed to ork tor peace, 
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or shall we not? Shall our loyalty and our devotion to 

America come under suspicion just heoauee e ant to save 

this nation und mankind a repetition of the horror hioh came 
own 

upon it during ourAlifetime in the last fe y are? Is 

anything malting tor mutual oonfidonca nd mutual reapAot 

1:UROD8 nations to be condemned in thi land? Are e to 

become so inorustrated, so narro , so chauvinistic, eo eelf­

oentered, so cheap, that e can no longer speak tor the great 

ideals of mankind and ork tor them without being n gged at 

and denounced? 

One ot the most ridiculous stater ents in 

this controversy as the et tement of this very _chairman of 

this reserve officers association. He said, u.ite 

innocently, "larohing for p c , if it is at all eftective, 

would lessen our n~tional deteno. ' In other words, he has 

no objection if our marching tor peace is not effective, but 

as soon as our talking for peace and marching tor peace 

becomes effeotive--as soon as e bring internutional peace 

a little nearer, then it is not desir bleat ~11; it is to 

be denounced. 

So that I think, this being the is ue 

today, the omen of Cleveland. allot them. ought to march-­

march for the glory ot kingdom oome; march and demonstrate 

that in this city, at least, the men and omen mean to be 

tree, and me~n to spea courageously tor the things hi.oh 

require courageous speaking nd thinking. t no time was 

the world more ripe tor a real effort for peaoe as it is 
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be world is still ilnpreseed with the tragedies 

of the last war; it is still too enfeebled and too weakened 

and too drained to think and plan another universal war: it 

is still impressed with the faot of the universal disaster . 

which no nation, victor or victim, eeoaped in the last war. 

It is ready at the present moment to consider peace. It 

may not be ten years from today hen it will have been . 

hardened and congealed again, and settled. nd then the 

great powers abroad are today in the hands of governments 

which are favorable to peace. mgland today is in the control 

of a labor government, which is a pacifist govornment--and I 

use the word "pacifist" in the real sense of the ord--a 

government seeking peaoe, resolving to strip itself of every 

means of self-defense. acDonald refused to proceed with 

the militarization of Singapor in the last two months. that 

base in the Pacific which means very much for the militaristic 

policy of England; that Singapore base would protect the 

highways of trade which yearly carry five billion dollars 

worth of trade, ould have protected the British possessions 

in the Pacific; and yet ac onald, in order to vin4icate his 

peace program, refused to proceed 1th the fortification of 

Singapore. low. that is an indication that at least one 

government today is reasonably tractable with reference to 

peace. 

one of the greatest, perhaps the greatest 

menace of the peace of ~urope has been cast into outer dark­

ness by the recent elections of Franoe, and the labor party 
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will be in control of Franoe--a peace loving party. Russia 

wants peace; the great powers of Europe are ready to discuss 

the most fe aible program for the present. .e cannot hope 

to have a maximum peace progrkm today, or this year, or this 

decade. Peace ia not the problem of our own day, and 111 

not be solved in our own day only; peace is a program for 

generations to come. Bo. if the United States is earnest 

in . its desire to serve the highest interest ot· mankind, it 

the United states really wants to retain or resume its moral 

leadership of the world, nd point the way to international 

reoonoiliation, international good will, the United states 

ought to atfirmativel7 and aggressively 2nd forcibly present 

a pro~am to the nations of the orld. 

I believe the United States should join 

the world court at once. The orld court has been iriaorsed 

by both parties; the world court has had the sanction of the 

late President Harding, and of President Coolidge; t e orld 

court has the overwhelming sentiment ot the m rioan people 

back of it. It does not mean entanglement 1th foreign 

affairs; it is a voluntary aot on our part to oin a court ot 

arbitration which will have a little more power tha~ the 

Hague tribunal, which may, in the course of time, develop an 
. 

international code of law, and by gaining the proper prestige 

and recognition will exert a great force to minimizing 

occaeiona ot war. 

I believe the United states should before 

very long summon another international conf renoe for the 
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limitation of armaments. You recall that I said the 
. . 

1ashington Conference failed at the time hen most men 

thought it was a tremendous achievement. I said then that 

only those armaments were limited which were practically no 

longer of use in modern warfare; that the real instruments of 

war in the future--a1r. undersea and chemical warfare--that 

these things were not at all limited by the ashington 

Conference. And the nations of Europe. tind our own nation, 

are quietly. vigorously, proceeding with a program of 

expansion of air armament. submarine armament and of ohemioal 

armament. lo. a supplementar7 conference should be 

convoked in the i unediate ·future to limit that dangerous 

competition in armament hlch 111 bring about another ar, 

and which will ma e that oth r ar more destructive and more 

horrible and more life-oonsuning and civilization-ravaging 

than any war to this day. 

I concluded my addresg a year or so ago 

on '~thy the ~ashington Conference ailed" with the following 

words--and I can think of no others with hioh to conclude 

my address this morning. I said then: 

"I think America oame out of this 

oonferenoe perhaps the only nation that ought to come out 

with a sense of pride. I believe that Amer1oa made an 

honest effort, just as it made an honest effort three years 

ago. I believe that in the main it has failed, but I do 

hope that our president, that our people, will continue to 

work for it, to urge it. to insist upon it. It is our dut7 
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and our obligation and our especial privilege. America must 

lead the world. and what I say now to you men and women is I 
not in terms of peroration or eulogy. It is a fundamental 

conviction of my life that the whole hope of the orld, if 

we are not to tall into the brink of anarchy and barbarism-­

that the whole hope of the world for reconciliation and 

mutual understanding and cooperation lies with merioa. e 

are the most powerful, we are the most prosperous nation in 

God's earth today; we have suffered least; we have no ancient 

grudges and no ancient antipathies, and we have been bitten 

least by the lust of imperialism. e have within these 

shores the whole orld in microcosm, a makeup of all the 

races and all the peoples. le can understand the problems 

of the world, and we should 1n deep consecration of soul and 

mind devote ourselves in the ge orat ions to come--for it is 

the task of generations and not of today--to the supreme 

national policy of American lite--peaoe! Perfect peace! 

Peace ~ithout armament; peace without navies; and peace 

without submarines, and peace without airplanes--juet simple, 

Godly, healing peace among the peoples of the earth." 

That is my vision for the days to come. 

I do not believe that tomorrow we can or should have peace 

without armies am navies; I do not believe that America may 

or dare disarm ithout a concerted and uniform effort on the 

part of all other nations. That would be invit~ng aggressio 

and 1n~1ting national suicide. But I do believe that we 

should, aa we have in the past,constantl7 urge upon the 

-14-



• 

• 

• 

peoples of the world, mutually, oonoertedl7, to limit their 

armaments to a minimum; to give more and more power to 

existing agencies which are courts ot settlement &nd 

arbitration, tor the difficult and perplexing problems of 

international relationship. 

·re ought to lead the world in a program 

ot education of our youth, and through us ot the youth of the 

world, to seek peace and to pursue it. That o the virtue 

ot Aaron, which I read to you this morning from the sayings 

of the tathers--not only to aeok peace but to pursue it. 

It is a tremendously difficult ontorprise; it mens thinking 

and planning and building; it means sacrificing; it means 

suffering; it meune a reorganization of our thinking; it 

means a sloughing off of our ancient prejudices and of our 

ancient likes and dislikes; it ens thinking ourselves into 

a new world point of vie. 

1'b.at is our problem today; and if this 

peace parade this afternoon will help the men and the women 

of our community in the days to come, inspire them to 

identify themselves with some one specific, pacific, peace­

mak1ng ettort, and ork for it and slave for itand suffer 

for it, then it will not have been .in vain. 

ay God, who is ~he source of peace, the 

King of Peace, bless and prosper the earnest efforts of men 

and women everywhere who go out upon the highways of life 

aeeking peace and pursuing it. 

--o--
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