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A WHOLE lifetime, my friends, may be crowded 
into one symbolic hour, even a.s a multitude of 
emotions may be concentrated dramatically into 

one profound act. Thi i uch an hour, and thi 
dedication i such an act. To me, thi holy hour i; 
lyric with memories of precious and unforgetable 
things. To me, thi dedication i prophetic of many 
things, trang,ely tender and strong. For tonio-ht, my 
friends, it is not this synagoo-ue alon , whi h i being 
dedicated. It is The Synagogue I rael • noble ·t 
achievement, which is being rededicated. It is not 
we alone who are participatina in the e holy rite . 
The many who have gone before u , the many of our 
fellowship who labored for the con ummation of this 
dream, but who did not abide to share this joy with 
us,-they, too, are here· and the many wl10 preceded 
them in the nigh three-quarters of a century of our 
conQ'I'egational existence are here. And, in a , en e. 
all the heroic dead of the Synao-o ue throughout the 
ages-for an institution, like a nation, is composed 
more of the dead than of the living,---all the silent 
host, whose blood and whose dreams built The Syna­
uogne, a.re hovering over us toni O'ht like a weet 
benediction. They are participating in our olemn 
ritual. 

I should like to surrender myself tonight to the e 
memorie . I should like to think back over the hi -
tory of Tif ereth I rael, from it. earliest inception, 
nigh seventy-five years ago, and of. those pioneer 
whose hardihood of faith and teadfa tnes of pur­
po e transplanted this synagogue from the Old World 
to the New. I should like to call to your 0 rateful 
hearts the names and the deeds of the many who, a.s 
laymen or spiritual guides, served and led this con­
gregation. I am moved tonight, as I • tand here, 
to dwell lovingly upon the twenty-five years of con­
secrated service of my colleague and friend, Rab bi 
Moses J. Gries, whose inspired leadership brought our 
congregation to the forefront of American J ewi h 
life. 

There are many, many dear and tender memories 
that throng in upon one at such an hour; and yet 
I feel that we would not be availing ourselves of the 
full spiritual po ibilities of thi occa ion were we 
to permit ourselves to yield to the fascination of retro­
spect, however sweet, and intriguing. We are here 
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tonight, friends, to dedicate this House of God. But 
surely, God doe not need this dwelling place. Long, 
long ago, the wise t of men, on dedicating his mag­
nificent sanctuary in J ru alem, had wi ely said: 
'' Behold, the heaven and the heaven of heaven can­
not contain Thee, how much le s can this hou e that 
I have builded. '' 

The whole universe if God' sanctuary, and even 
the whole universe cannot contain Him. God tran­
scends His univer e even a the creator transcends 
his creation. 'Ihe myriad pheres that ,ving their 
course through end.le. time and infinite space, can 
but feebly chant the litany of God's eternal dtual. 
Our own earth, templed in all its au tere solemnities, 
columned ·with thundering mountain , over-arched 
with the spacious vault of heaven, with flaming sun-
ets for aureole and tars for holy tapers in the 

firmament,-this great earth of ours, in which myriad 
voices, from the lowly blade upon the lonely prairie 
to the voice of lyric Homer join in one celestial choir 
hymning God's sublimity, is but a frail, a feeble 
tabernacle for His re plendent presence. 

How can we then. hope that this edifice, beautiful 
though it is yet infinitesimal in the scale of things, 
can enshrine the majesty of One before whom whole 
constellations are as a. g·rain of sand in the cosmic 
balance. 

What then, my fri nds. Will God not dwell here? 
And have we builded in vain ? 

God, friend doe · not dwell in time or in space, 
but in univer al proce se and in spiritual qualities. 
Whenever this ynagoo-ue hall reflect, in its purpose"' 
and influences these eternal processes and these spir­
itual qualities, then it will reflect God as surely as a 
clear pool of water however small, may reflect all the 
glories of heaven. 

Our Jewi. h my tic knew of divine condescension, 
of divin.e concentration. Dh1inity may focus itself 
in one soul, or in the common soul of a worshipping 
multitude, even a the perfection of an art may focus 
it ·elf in some on arti tic creation, without exhaust­
ing the full scope of that art. A small thing, a 
humble thing, can be perfect, and when it is perfect 
it is infinite and eternal and complete. And when 
it is perfect it is the dwelling place of God. 
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And it is in this sense, and in the sense only, 
that we may call this the Hou e of God. El e it 
remains but a structure, one among many, differing 
only as to the contour of it line , a to ·ize and 
shape and style. Eccle ia tical ar bite ture doe n t 
yet make a temple, or a church. rrhe tabernacle wbi h 
our forefathers built in the wilderne did not be­
come a holy shrine until the pirit of God descended 
upon it, and sanctified it. 

It is only, in a limited sen e, my friend , tba t ;ve 
can dedicate this building toni0 ht. The real dedica­
tion will come in the ensuing days and years, through 
a continuou proc . s of . u tained faith and devotion 
and consecration. Whenever men and womeu haH 
come into this place and offer the prayer of th 
thank£ ul heart, or the humble heart, or the broken 
heart, God will enter here and this place will then 
be dedicated unto Him. Whenever men and women 
shall be moved here to rise upon the rung of elf­
mastery to higher levels of thought and conduct, God 
will enter here and this place will then be dedicated. 
Whenever men and women shall be stirred here to 
go out into the ways of life, seeking their brothers 
in the ministry of loving service, God will enter her 
and this place will then be dedicated unto Him. 
Whenever the, men who shall tand wher,e I am now 
standing, will speak the Word of Ood. lovingly but 
fearlessly, whenever they shall utter kno, led{J'e tem­
pered by wi dom, and truth made whole by ympa­
thy and understanding and compassion, od will 
enter here and dwell here and Hi 0 fory will fill 
this place. 

It is to this dedication that I would ummon you 
tonight. The physical structure is now completed,­
graceful, noble, in simple reverential dignity. Every 
man who labored in the realization of thi edifice 
feels a sense of humble gratitude for the privi­
lege which was his. Everyone, from the archi­
tect whose magnificent dream has now heen vi ibly 
fulfilled, to his co-workers, builder , contractor. , lay­
men, to the humblest artisan who wielded a tool i' 
happy for having shared in the building of a thing 
of abiding beauty. 

But now that the physical synagogue is completed 
let us build the inner ynagogue, the piritual syna­
gogue. Let us recreate this building, even as the artist 
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recreates the object which he ee . An artist rediscov­
ers reality by clisclo ing the potential piritual grand­
eur and ublimity in God's creation. Let u , in a im­
:ilar en e, recreate and rebuild in terms of spiritual 
qualities this magnificent physical tructure. Let us 
fill the e high pace and the e quiet recesses with the 
beauty of holine . Thi physical temple wa built 
with your ub tance, and your means; your free will 
offerings reared it. The piritual ynagogue, m) 
fiiend , the inner brine, cannot be built with sub­
tan e with mean or with money. Million cannot 
call it to life. It i built entirely out of qualities of 
heart and mind and soul; it is built out of piety and 
reverence and loyalty and righteou ness and love. 
The piritual ._ynagoO'ue requires not a fashionin 
of .. tone or teel but a. molding of soul and character. 
It i to the e spiritual qualities that I summon you 
men and women tonio-ht. Failing in this, our mag­
nificent tructure will remain barren and cold, tragi-
ally irrelevant, a pitiful incongrnity" 

I should like to have you think with me of th 
thing for which the ,Jewish synago~e stand ; the 
ideal of which the synagogue is at once the ymbol 
and the prophecy. T'he ynagoo-ue my friends, stand 
for the heroic ultimates, the eternal verities of 
life. The Bible, in speaking of the completion 
of the temple of 'Solomon, says: ' And all the 
work wa fini bed.'' The Rabbi tran fuse tbi 
phra e with a marvelou meaning when they declare : 
"And all the work ~ a finished, "-that is to ay, all 
the work of Creation. For when the world was cre­
ated phy ically it rema.ined incomplete. Where£ ore 
th , er e in Genesi read : '' Therefore God blessed 
it and sanctified it· for on it he rested from all the 
work which he had created to do." There was some­
thing yet to be done~· there was something unfin­
i bed and incomplete even after the whole of the 
physical world wa created. But when the temple, 
which is the symbol of the spiritual order of things 
was built, creation was launched upon its ultimate 
career. 

This is a profound observation. The physical 
world must find its purpose its goal and its fulfill-• 
ment in the spiritual. The synagogue stands for 
the e spiritual ultimate of life; it stands for God 
and the things of God • it stands for the high promises 
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and po ibilitie of human life, for man highest 
estate; it tand for the undi covered piritual lands 
which the human race i still to tread; it tand for 
the furthermo t horizon , the supreme perfection , 
the ummit of a piration. It con ern itself with 
ha ic, elemental realitie . 

The ynagogue . tand first and foremo t and abov 
all for God. 'Lift up your head , 0 ye gate • and 
be ye lifted up ye verla ting doo and let th 
King of Glory enter!' Let the King of Glory enter 
into thi hou e ! Let the King of Glory enter into 
our lives, into our hearts! We have been permitting 
underlings and menial and cullion , low desires and 
earthly cupiditie , elfi hne cruelty lu t, bate and 
uO"line s to rule in the anctuary of our soul, 
where the King alone should it enthroned. 
Open the gates and let God enter! Let this new syn­
agogue which we have reared be the earne t of our 
re olve. to make of thi community fl t and for -
most and above all, a God-fearing, od- erving God­
loving, God-imbued and God-con. ecrated community. 

And ju t as the synaoogue tands for God's divin­
ity in man, o doe it tand for man' humanity to 
man. The synagoO'ue tand for- ju tice, for love, for 
ervice. The e are difficult term to define, but not 
o difficult for him who re pond to the highest 

prompting of hi soul, and who ri ~ to the best that 
is in him. It i very difficult to de cribe light to a 
blind man, but it i unneccesary to describe light to 
a man who i blessed with iCJ'ht. He may need a 
cientific analy i to aid him in hi. calculations, but 

he know the quality of light becau e he has experi­
enced it. And I take it to be one of the upreme 
functions of the ~ynagogue so to sensitize the minds 
and the souls of men that they will instinctively 
ense a moral situation and instinctively respond to 

a moral appeal. 
The synagogue stands for ju tice. The ynagogue 

must epeak alike to rich and to poor, of their essential 
humanity and their common needs. Pain and sor­
row and uffering and disea e and disillusionment 
and death are common alike to rich and poor, and 
the ynagogue has a me saO'e for them both. But par­
ticularly mu t the ynagogue be the defense and the 
ha,·en of the denied and the disinherited, the broken 
Rnd the handicapped in life. If it is not that, if the 
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bruised of body, and those broken upon the wheel of 
life, cannot come here and find solace and strength 
and consolation, and a champion,-above all a 
champion to speak where they cannot speak, then 
our grandeur is a mockery and our ritual is sacrilege. 

'l'his, by the grace of God, is a city Temple. It 
is built in the midst of the roaring, tumultuous life 
of a great industrial metropolis. In such a metropolis 
there is much of goodness and much of kindness; but 
there is also much of cruelty and ugliness and injru -
tice. There are few problems which touch the lives 
of men and women in the troubled and confused life 
of such a city which are not basically moral and ethi­
cal problems. The synagogue must speak at all time, 
clearly and unfalteringly for the weak against the 
strong, and for the obligations of the strong, to the 
weak. 

I stress this point tonight. For there is a great 
danger lurking in a costly and magnificent house of 
worship. Its very elegance may estr,ange the poor, 
and the great financial obligations involved in the 
maintenance of such an institution may unconsciously 
prompt pastor and flock at time to be silent 011 

moral issues, at times to compromise on moral is ue , 
for fear of offending those upon whose generosity 
they must of necessity heavily lean. I pray to God 
that such a condition may nev,er, never prevail here. 

There is a quaint but profound legend recounted 
by our Rabbis. They say that in the Temple at 
Jerusalem there was a flute fashioned out of reeds, 
an old flute, having come down from the days of 
Moses. The flute was sweet and beautiful, and rav­
ished the souls of the worshippers. But one day the 
men in authority at the sanctuary decided to decorate 
this flute, and they covered it with gold. The flute 
was never the same again. Its sweet, cool, clear tones 
became harsh and metallic, and janglinO' and jarring. 
Gold has coarsened its melody. 

Again, friends, let us always remember, that tbi 
Temple was begun shortly after a terrible and devas­
tating war, and that it is being dedicated at the time 
when mankind is painfully rising from the ruins, and 
with broken tools attempting to rebuild where the 
fury and the madness of four years ravaged and 
devastated. Mankind today, my friends, is fright­
ened and cowed, but not chastened. Mankind today 

6 

' 



' 

is afraid of the recurrence of such a holocaust but 
is not righteous enough or wise enough to for~£ encl 
another such holocau t. 

I pray to God that the consecration of thi syna­
gogue built by the descendants of tho e who fir t 
summoned the world to beat their word into plow­
shares, may be a challenge unto u to seek peace­
and to pursue it. ever to permit £al e patrioti m 
and vulgar chauvini m, and the specious argument 
of militari.~t and their unconscious ervitor., touch­
ing the need of armament as national in urance and 
defense to dull our moral sense on thi ha ic i ue. 
ro nation can be adequately protected against a com­

bination of strong nation , and all nation cannot be 
adequately protected against each other. There are 
small nations and great nation , and therefore weak 
nations and trong nation , and the weak, however 
adequately protected, according to their mean , are 
yet easy prey to the strong. The trong will exploit 
them, and then in turn wage war among themselve 
for the privileae of such exploitation. Adequate 
national preparedne~ is inadequate international 
eompetition in armament, leading with the certainty 
of doom to catastrophe, and war. Thi i hi tory. 
All else is propaganda. 

Peace will never come until the nations of the 
earth will, by common agreement, and simultaneously 
scrap their armies and their navies and their air 
fleets, and by common consent submit their difference 
to a legally constituted tribunal, backed by an en­
lightened international consciousne , and enforced, 
if necessary, by an international police and an inter­
national economic boycott. In this direction peace 
lies and in no other. It is a long way and a hard way, 
but the only way; and it is the peculiar task and 
opportunity of the twentieth century to make broarl 
and even this highway of civilization. •. 

I speak of this tonight because I believe that it i 
the compelling task of the synagogue, in whose boom 
this vision of universal peace and reconciliation was 
fi~t born, to remain steadfast in its peace mi ion 
amidst the clash and confu ion of oppo ing opinion : 
to withstand the furious onslaught of opposition ; 
all the charges of disloyalty and trea on and all the 
abuse and all the slander which will l>e heaped upon 
it. Peace will not come sweetly and gently, like a 
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smiling angel, bearing gifts. Peace, if it com~, will 
come like a prophet, like a man of sorrow-bruised 
and beaten and mocked and spat upon. That is the 
dolorous road which every great ideal mu t travel; 
and we must be prepared to travel that road. 

And finally, my friend , I pray that thi house 
may stand for the Torah, whose symbol we thi night 
enshrined ; for J ewi h learning, for Jewish culture. 
We are the People of the Book· we 0 ave life to the 
Book· it must now give life to us. We cannot 
survive, we cannot pre .. erve our spiritual uniqueness, 
unless we saturate our live with the Torah. If we 
are ever to avail ourselves of the great opportunities 
of this blessed land-not in the sense of economic 
advancement, but in the sense of piritual creative­
ness, we mu t send the root of our life deep down 
into the rich subsoil of our cultural pa t, drawing 
trength and nouri hment and su tenance from the 

piety of the patriarch, and the wisdom of tl1e sage 
from the passion of the prophet the song of the poet, 
and the ecstasy of the mystic. The myriad voices of 
the past must spea.k to us again in our lives today. 

Let not an old accusation be ounded against us 
today. '' Our' a.ncef'tors plowed and sowed the seed, 
and weeded an.d harve ted and threshed and kneaded 
and baked, and we haven't even! the mouth with which 
to eat of their bread.' Olllr ancestors created a great 
literature, the repo itory of ublime spiritual, cultural, 
and moral ideals. :Myriads of us haven t even the 
mouths with which to eat of their piritual food. We 
haven't even the eye~ with which to read what they 
wrote. 

For these things, then, my friends, may this syn­
agogue stand : for God for God in man, for justice, 
for peace--peace amon{J' peoples peace amon~ races, 
peace among creed. , peace among all the children of 
God.-for the Torah, for Jewish learnino, for Jewish 
loyRlty, for Jewish honor. 

'' Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates : and be ye lifted 
up, ye everlasting doors, and let the King of Glotj" 
enter!'' 
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DEDICATION PROGRAM OF 

THE EW TEMPLE 
CONGREGATIO TIFERETH ISRAEL 

CLEVELAND~OHIO 

SEPTEMBER INETEE H 
TWENTIETH & TWENTY~ FIRST 

NINETEEN HUNDRED & 
TWE TY,FQUR 





DEDICATION SERVICE 

FRIDAY EVENING, SEPTEMBER NINETEENTH 

7 .30 0,CLOCK 

PRELUDE-P .tEAN MATTHEWS 
ORGAN 

ANTHEM-LIFT UP YOUR HEADS, 0 YE GATES 
THE TEMPLE CHOIR 

ROGERS 

PROCESSION-INSTALLATION OF THE SCROLLS OF THE LAW 
MR. MARCUS FBDBR 

MR. HENRY F. KLEIN 
MR. ABRAM LEWBNTHAL 

MR. LOUIS LITTMAN 

LIGHTING OF THE PERPETUAL LAMP . MR. EMANUEL EINSTEIN 

ANTHEM-ALL PRAISE TO GOD WAGNER 
FRANCIS J. SADUER AND THE TEMPLE CHOIR 

PRESENTATION OF THE TEMPLE EDIFICE MR. LOUIS M. WOLF 

ACCEPTANCE OF THE TEMPLE EDIFICE 

MR. BENJ MIN LOWENSTEI 

RITUAL-SABBATH EVENING SERVICE 

ALTO SOLO-HOW LOVELY ARE THY DWELLINGS 
MISS JEAN BROWN 

LIDDLE 

DEDICATION SERMON RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

~~ ,, 
SELECTION-INTERMEZZO FROM WILLIAM RATCLIFFE 

STR[ G ORCHESTRA 

ADORATION AND KADDISH 

PSALM CL 
THE TEMPLE CHOIR 

MASCAGNI 

. RANDEGGER 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE-TOCCATA 

RABBI SOLOMON GOLDMAN 

BOELLMANN 



SABBATH MORNING SERVICE 

SATURDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER TWENTIETH 
, 

IO O CLOCK 

PRELUDE-SONATA I-ALLEGRO 
ORGAN 

ANTHEM-HOW GOODLY ARB THY TENTS 
THB TEMPLE CHOIR 

SABBATH SERVICE 

ELEVATION OF THE SCROLLS 

GUILMANT 

ROGERS 

MR. HERMAN KOHN AND MR. HERMAN FRIEDMAN ASSISTING 

READING OF SCRIPTURES 

SOPRANO SOLO-HEAR YE, ISRAEL 

INTRODUCTION 

ADDRESS • 

MRS. EDNA BOWERPIND 

SELECTION-PRELUDE-LB DELUGE 
STRING ORCHESTRA 

GREETINGS FROM SISTER CONGREGATIONS 

MENDELSSOHN 

MR. MAX E. MEISEL 

DR. ABRAM SIMON 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

SAINT'SAENS 

RABBI LOUIS WOLSEY 

ADORATION AND KADDISH 

EN KELOHENU-UNION HYMNAL, PAGE 245 
CONGREGATION AND CHOIR 

BENEDICTION • RABBI ABRAHAM NOWAK 

POSTLUDE-CORONATION MARCH . • SULLIVAN 



, 
CHILDREN S SERVICE 

SUNDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER TWENTY"'FIRST 

10 o'cLOCK 

PRELUDE • ORGAN 

DEDICATION HYMN-GOD IS IN HIS HOLY TEMPLE 
UNION HYMNAL, PAGE ~ 5 

OPENING PRAYER . JOY FIR TH KLEIN 

RITUAL SERVICE • UNION HYMNAL, PAGES 272,276 

RE .. CONSECRATION OF THE FLAG • LAWRENCE AARON KLEJN 

HYMN-0 BEAUTIFUL, FOR SPACIOUS SKIES 

OFFERING OF THE ALTAR . 

ACCEPTANCE OF THE ALTAR 

HYMN-0 WORSHIP THE KING 

CLOSING PRAYER • 

UNION HYMNAL, PAGE 2.'l'l 

MARJORIE LE~ORE KOBLITZ 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

UNION HYMNAL, PAGE 16 

. RUTH ADELE GOODFRIEND 



INTERDENOMINATIONAL FELLOWSHIP MEETING 

SUNDAY EVENING, SEPTEMBER TWENTY--FIRST 
7.?,0 0,CLOCK 

PART I 

DEDICATION OF THE MAHLER ALUMNI HALL 
IN THE MAHLER ALUMNI HALL 

PART II 

FELLOWSHIP MEETING 
IN THE TEMPLE 

MR. BENJAMIN LOWENSTEIN, PRESIDING 

ORGAN PRELUDE-GRAND CHCEUR ROGERS 
MR. CARLETO H. BULLIS 

OPENING PRAYER . RABBI WALTER GILBERT PEISER 

ADDRESS . 

ADDRESS . 

DR. DILWORTH LUPTON 
PIR.ST U ITARIAN CHURCH, CLEVELAND 

REV. FRANCIS S. WHITE 
DEAN OF TRl lTY CATHEDRAL, CLEVELAND 

SELECTION - THE LAST SPRING GRIEG 
STRING ORCHESTRA 

ADDRESS . DR. JOEL B. HAYDEN 
FAIRMOUNT PRESBYTERlA.1. CHURCH, CLEVE.LAND 

ADDRESS . FATHER C. HUBERT LB BLOND 
ST. ANTHONY 's HOME FOR BOYS 

SOLO-THE LORD IS MY LIGHT ALLITSEN 

ADDRESS . 

ADDRESS . 

FRANCIS J. SADLIER 

DR. ROBERT E. VINSON 
PRESIDENT, WESTERN RESER VE UNIVERSITY 

DR. MORRIS S. LAZARON 
RABBI, BALTIMORE HEBREW CONGREGATION 

PRESENTATION OF MR. SOLOMON BLUHM, 
DIRECTOR OP TEMPLE ACTIVITIES 

BENEDICTION RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
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