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It ia altogether proper, my friends, that we 

ahould begin our 7ear•a work with a diaouasion of peaoa . 

■or• e■peoiall7 with a diaouaaion of the relation ot the 

churoh, ot organised religion and of religion, to peace; 

and I belieYe that the probl• of the eatabliahment of 

international peaoe 1a the greateat ohallenge to the church 

tob7, even aa 1i ia, to m7 mind, ite chief taak for many 

generations to come. I aa7 that it is a ct.llenge to the 

ohurch, not onl7 beoauae p1aoe ia essentially an ethioal 

problem within the scope ot the social program ot the 

churoh-•b7 churoh, ot cour ■e, I mean organized religion, ot 

whichever denQmination it ia--the Ohr1st1an ohuroh. or the 

Jewish 117nagogv.e, or the Mohammedan denoainational institu

tion■, or the Buddhist, or an7 organised religious 

inatitution,--I aay. it 111 a challenge to the ohuroh not only 

because peaoe 1a essentially an ethical problem, but also 

because the church baa olaime4,and proudly boaate4 of the 

tact, that it came to bring peaoe to •Dkin4. Ju4aia■ 

pre1ohed the beating of sword■ into plowshare■; <Jhrietianit7 

preached even the love ot one•a eneaiea; the great Buddhist 

religion preached: " " whioh meant non-injur7 

to any tora of lite • 

low, heretofore pe•o• waa an abetraot ideal, Yer7 

much removed from the practical ooncerna ot men; an organi■e4 

religion••• content to thillk of p•c• •••sort ot an 
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ul,imate, • far dia,ant ,bing; one which ia to tar removed 

as to be beyond the aoope ot praotioal oona14eration. low, 

in the last generation, and more espeoiall7 in the last 

deoade, lite has taken this aubjeot ot peace and thruat it 

into the reala of .•... and made it_ the moat preeaing an4 

the moat vita:L probl• of to4&7. It ie no longer the ideal 

ab■traation, an ultimate deaiderat1111; it haa beco■e an 

llae41ate, troubling probl•. And ao the ohul'ch ia aon

tronted with a ohoioe ot road■: either one of leadership 

into the work of establishing peaoe and the maohinery tor 

the perpetuation ot • peaceful order among peoplee,--either 

that or a role ot futile 1rrelevano7. 

the ohurob muat make up ita mind whether it is to 

lead aggreseivel7 the children ot man along the hard road of 

peaoe, or whether now. as heretofore, ■ore cautious than 

oourageou■, more shrewd than wiae, more earthly than 

heavenl7, it will content itaelt with a ••llanioal 

reiteration of its age old exaltation to pe•o• and good 

will, with011t aoti~el7, aggresaivel7 enterins into the 

atruggle, leading, goading, driving men on to•rda peaoe. 

the ultimate decision of the ohuroh will, in a 

large measure, 4epen4 on the atti tucle ot thinking men and 

waaen towt-da the ohuroh. Beoauae ot the silenoe of the 

ohuroh duing the laat tew generation■, when the vast mas••• 

of mankind were atruggling tor an eoonoaio oompetenee; when 

the oppressed ware rising against the oppressor■, and reaoh-

1111 up to a higur am a better ■tan4ar4 of liviq,--beoaua• 
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ot the ailenoe of the church in ,hat great economic and 

1Dduatr1al upheayal, it alienated the loyalties and atteo

tioD■ of millions of men the world over; and it ie my fir■ 

ooaYiotion that should the ohuroh remain eilent toda7 in 

thia great new struggle of the children of men tor the 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • . the crimes and wiokedneea that 

go before, or it it aaaumea an inetteotual attitude or 

laokadaiaioal indittarenoe, it will again alienate million■ 

ot thinking men and women, who will turn fro■ an institution 

whose inspiration seems to be entirely of the past aD4 in 

the paa,. whoa• will ta paralized, and to who• the7 oannot 

turn tor guidance and encouragement in the pressing probl•• 

ot their livea. 

I believe that the ohuroh oan aasUJDe auoh leader

ship in the field tor which it is moat qual1t1e4 only when 

it will have courage enough alld. the prophetic paaaion te 

riae a,oYe the ■ tate. -lb• ahuroh must ri■• above the state 

if 1 t 1 ■ to rea11m9 the spiritual leadership of the world. 

In the Jliddle Apa the olmrch claimed to be the ultimate 

repoaitor7 ot both temporal and spiritual power. !he church 

in the Middle I.gee had political aspiration; it w1ahe4 to 

establish a politioal empi~•; it diaputed the e0Yereignt7 

and the righ,a of king■ and prinoea and potan1.ate■; it 

ooapeted with the poli tioal uni ta of power. In modern 

tlaea the olmrch baa Jlel4e4 that temporal power to the 

atate; in modern timea the state has eajo79d a maryelou 
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loager able to retain ita temporal power, allied itaelt with 

the state and beoame the aeryant of the state. In maa7 

oountriee the ohuroh reoeive■ its nbYention tro■ the ata,e, 

and even in d•ooraoiea,where the ohm-oh reoeives no auoh 

nbYention, its innate oon■ervat1811 haa made it, oonaoioua17 l 

or unoonaoioual7, an ally and aeryam and tool of the atate. 

low, at no time 1D the histor7 ot civilization 

baa the state, that politioal organisation, assumed such 

arrogance and auoh power and a11.oh dominatiOJl over the mind8 

and loyalties ot aen aa in our own 4a7. !he divine right■ 

which onoe upon a tiae ltinga and potentates claimed, the 

atate now olalu. ''!he atate OIID do DO wrong"; "•7 OOUlltr7, 

right or wrong•--thia 1a patr1ot1•. and the ohuroh, the 

•117 and the aenan, of the ata,e, au.st underwrite, muat 

aubsoribe to this doatr1n• of the divine right■• the supreme 

authority ot the state. 

DlU.'iag th• laat war we have avideno e of how 

tragioall7 the ohuroh ha■ loet ita spiritual a0Tereignt7. 

B"fer7 ohuroh beoame the •t•te ohuroh; •••r7 ohuroh. whether 

I 

in Gemaa7 or in Jlrame, or England or the United Statea. 

beoama a parti••• a ooabatant, a ohaDDel of state propagan4-. 

91• German Christian was tirat German, and onl7 bJ a •114 

■treioh ot the imagination Chriatiu; the JTenoh Ch2'1stiu 

wa■ ftenoh f1r■1, and oJll.7 b7 • wild ■tretoh ot the 

illag1nation Christian. 

And ao ti. ohuroh, which onoe upon a time olaiaecl 

not 0D17 ap1r1tual aoYereignt7 but eYea pol1t1oal 
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now, in our twentieth oentur7. baa loet not alone it■ 

politioal ao•ereignt7 but ••en ita spiritual sovereignt7. 

It has lo■ t ita 01111 Toioei it 1a now an eoho of what another 

in■titution. . • . . it oommanda .it to speat • 

But religioA, my tr1en4■, is not national. All 

religione, all great rellgiona,are international. B7 that 

I 4o not mean that all great religions are opposed to 

nationalima, but the7 do not oonoern themselves with 

nationali•• Bver7 great religion tranaoencla the reach•■ 

of raoe and nation and oaate and position and station. It 

h&a a mission whioh goea beyond the temporar7 and local 

political organisations ot mankind; it has a mission which 

haa to do W1 th truth and ouetiot and peaoe and love. :1Yer7 

great religion ie autonom011a; it derives its authorit7 not 

from th• state, not from a king, and not fro■• Congress, 

but from God and from the innate spirit of God resident in 

the aoula ot men. 

B~er7 great religion concern■ itself with man; llot 

•• a politioal unit, not as a aanber of this nationalit7 or 

that nat1onalit7, but with man, ot the ohild of God, and 

with mankind. And if religion ia to reBUJDe leadership, 

aotlve, aggreeal•• leadership in this oontuaed world of our■• 

it mut. b7 an aot of self-tran■lation, rise above the ■ tate. 

I do not mean that it should tr7 to master or oontrol the 

■tate; that it should engage and mix 1n politio■ ;tor 

tell]>oral power a1wa79 oorrupts spiritual power whea it oom•• 

ill contact with it,--what I •••a 1 ■ that theohvoh ahoul.4 
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tr•• itself from ita aubaervienoe to the state; and it 

ahould ap eak 1 ta own word■, and 1 t should be t}?.e guide ot 

the state, and the critic ot the etate, and the oeneor ot 

the etate, it neceaaar7; that it should demand that the 

atate lift up, aspire to its code ot conduot and ethica, 

rather than that it should defend and sanction and sanotit7 

the oode ot oonduot of the state. 

It religion, 

organized religion, would do tha,; it, whenever the state 

or41i,ns a Defense Da7, organized religion will ordain a 

Peace Da7; it, whenever the atate institutes a Bayy Da7, or 

an A1'117 Da7, organized religion will institute a Wor.14 Court 

Da7; it, whenever the state institutes a ~lag- Da7, organized 

religion will institute a ten Commandments Day, or a Sermon 

on the Mount Da7; it, whenever incompetent, uninformed 

legialatora otter an affront to a friendly nation, aa was 

done b7 the legialaturea ot our land to a friendly power-

Japan--, organized religion would send a commission to Japan, 
I 

traver~ing the length and the breadth ot that land, inform-

ing thoae people that we are their friend■, and that these 

political morona do not represent the sentiment and the will 

ot the American people,--it organized religion will be true 

to its own stan4arda and ita own ideala, it oan lMd mallkin4 

to4a7. 

Jut exactl7 what service oan the church render 

the oauae ot peaoeT A■ it aee it, a no-told aervioe. 

•trat, ti. ohurob oan oreate • peaoe tr•• ot ■1n4, a peaoe 
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temparamen,, a peace attitude, a will to peace among people. 

It tlle ohuroh oan, b7 education, b7 constant exaltation, b7 

giving ita aanotion and its aanotitioation to the cause of 

peac~, make peaoe so living, ao vivid, so mar~elousl7 con

cerning men; just as it made the Hol7 Land 80 attractive to 

manlt1n4 that oruaadera went from all parts ot Burope to 

conquer it, to shed their blood for it; Just as it made the 

cause ot the abolition of slavery 80 near to the hearts ot 

men that the7 were read7 to wage a oi"fil war tor it9--it the 

ohuroh oan. b7 oonatant teaching and preaching, make men, a.n4 

eapeoiall7 young men, feel ho• contemptible war 1a in all 

ita trappings and all its nachinery, and how heroio peaoe 

alwaya ia; if the ohuroh can inflame the imagination of men, 

then pe,ce will be brought peroeptibl7 nearer to realization • 

•or one mu.et alwa79 remeber that psychology is a tremendoua 

• 
taotor 1D war and peace. It ia not true that eoonomica 

alone makes nr or establish•• peaoe. 

In this connection i~ might be well to read this 

aentanoe ot Professor McDougall, the einent psychologist. 

It 1a very pertinent, and it is very true. He aaye: "ID 

the sphere of international relation■, payohologioal thinking 

ia still oonapiauoual7 lacking. !he economic interpretation 

ot hi•tor7 is the assumption that. explioitl7 or implioitl7, 

underliea almost all 41acu••ion an4 praotioe • It is ■till 

assumed that men are governed solel7 b7 the desire tor 

econoalo prosperit7; that eac~ aan and each nation strive• 

meel7 to obtain•• large as poeeible • ah.are ot material 
_,_ 
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1004■• ot wealth of the worl4; an4 that all that 1■ needed 

to produce the ■1llenn11111 la maxi.■1111 produotion and equitable 

diatribution ot au.oh good■. !he ooura• of hiator7 has 

ahown. and al•79 will show, the talait7 ot all auoh purely 

eoono■io 1Dterpreut1ona ot national lite." 

Ku doea not 11Ye b7 bread alone, and war■ are not 

waged for bread alone. Something of the jungle man, some

thing ot the pr1m1t1Ye beast, ae11ething ot the Yioiouaneaa, 

something ot the ooabatiYeneaa ot man ■uat be eradioated, 

and the onl7 institution, the onl7 ageno7 oapable ot reaohiDg 

down to the mainaprinp ot h1111&n oonduot 1a the ohuroh. 1■ 

organised religion; the onl7 ageno7 that oan aold oharaoter, 

and taahion, oryatalll••• purit7 the aoul of ■an, and 

inau.loate within hill a will to peaoe, 1• the ohuroh • 

!h• ohvoh nght to at itaelf the taak alao ot 

4eatroying national oonoei,, of destroying national egotiaa. 

!he ohuroh, being international in purpo~• am aoope, ought 

to aa811Jlle the chief role ot teaohing me to look upon men ot 

other nation■ aa meA; to aupprea■ their own national 

yani tie■ and their own national oU1lYiniaa. !he olmroh 

oqht to teach men to look upon their own political orgaD1za

t1on honeatl7 and oritioall7; 3ut aa the ohuroh teaohea man 

to be oritioal ot aelt, and when ainful to aouowledp hi■ 

■in■ • and wheA erring to reotif7 hia error■. ao must the 

ohuroh teaoh men to aot and think •.••• 

filat ia the fir■t taak ot the ohuroh in this age 

in whioll •• liYe--the 00111-,1at1oa ot a will to peaoe, an4 

-a-
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the eradioation ot that Tioioua national oonoeit, whioh 1■ 

so 4eYaa,at1ng to the world toda7. 

seoondl7. am lastl7. the ohuroh must do more 

than that. It 1a not suttioient merel7 to point to these 

ineffeotual ideal■; the ohvoh cannot content itself merely 

with preaching the will to peace and not ahoaing the wa7. 

What mankind need• today ia the way. the direotion. !he 

ohuroh muat also point the naohiner7 tor the establishment 

of peace. !hare will be no disarmament ot the nations 

unless the nations feel aeoure. It would be foll7, it 

would be oriminal, tor a people to strip itself ot all its 

protection--ot anay, o:l na-.7, or airoratt. without being 

ooapenaate4 b7 aome corporate agenoy which will proteot it 

ancl safeguard it on the occasion ot ui•n~uatitia\le aotion • 

rraaoe never will diaar■. Jlranoe ne-.er should 

diaarm, until it ia ••our• against an attack by • nation, 

auoh aa Germaq: German7, after it hae regained ita 

pro•perit7 and its position among the nation■ ot the world, 

will not disarm, and should not diaar■, until it is protected 

againet 1U17 poeeible aggression on tile part ot Raeaia or 

Jranoe. or an7 other power. 

In other worda, tor the ohuroh merel7 to indulge 

in vain. • . . . . • . • • about the des1rab111 t7 of 

international peaoe and the benefits ot disarmament ie to 

engage 1D fut111t1••• Jar the ohuroh to i,oint to ao■• 

ageno7 wh1oh oan be aet up by the nation■ of the earth, whioll, 

promising protection tor all peoples, will enable th••• 
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peoples almost automatioall7 to diaoard those armaments 

whiohweigh eo heayil7 on them, ia tor the church to engage 

iD praotioal aerTioe to mankind . 

Baok ot ooapeti ti •e armament 1• tear. Let us not 

forget that. Bo nation wiahea to arm and burden it■ people 

with exoeeeive taxation just tor the Jo7 ot having large 

armies and large navies. ·Back of all competitive armament, 

which 1DeTitabl7 leads to war--no armament ia national lite 

inauranoe,--baok ot all comp_etitive armament ia tear, and aa 

long aa mankind does not establish an institution, an ageno7, 

a leagua, a oourt, whioh will promise etteotive aeou.rit7 tor 

a nation attacked unjustl7, ao long will nations not disarm. 

In other wold■, the immediate taek of the ohuroh 

toda7 ia to toous itself, and rivet the attention ot men and 

woaen upon the tirat atep in the eatabliahmenl ot such an 

ageno7 tor the mutual proteotion ot all people■. It the 

wor14 1■ not yet ready tor• league ot nations, suoh aa ia 

in operation at Gene-.a--and some nations are not yet read7 

tor one reason or another to enter auoh a league--then 

oerlainl7 the minlmum, the sine. qua!!!!, for this da7, not 

ultimately, but this da7, aa the first step to the world 

oourt tor the adju41oation ot international ditterenoee, the 

ohuroh muat d•and tlat ever7 people aublllt ita lifterenoe■ 

to thia world oourt, whioh will derive its authorit7 from 

the moral will of manlc1D4, and ultimatel7, when it will have 

gained prestige am intluenoe, ma7 be giTeD final toroe to 

.. ke it■ 4eo1■1ou effeal1••• ----1,,__ ____ _ 
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Clearly, •7 triende, there oan be no peace among 

nationa unleea natiom are 111111111 to submit their problem■. 

their difficultiea, to a cour,; juat as there can be no 

peaoe •ona individual■ 1Ulleaa individuals are willing to 

nbmit their ditterenoea to a ,ribunal. !here oan be no 

peaae in the world 11Dlees eaoh nation pledges itself to 

eubmit all dispute■ to auoh a ooui-t. Clearly, private 

warfare muat give way to public law; olearly. public warfare 
. 
must give way to international law. th•~• is no other way. 

ArJd the church. organized religion, must constantly bring 

the thought ot men and women to this wa7 of salvation. to 

thia road ~o international peace. J,ater on. when the 

church will have seen the auocesa ot this rudimentar7 

institution, it ma7 then reach out am ask tor a wider 

agqc7, tor a ■tronger orgallization. But this is the fir■t 

etep, and this must be takea now, if maDkinl ie not to paea 

through another auch ghastly traged7 as 1 t passed through 

four years ago. 

Let ua not delude ouraelvee; mankind ia not at 

peaoe toda7. !ha last war did not eatablish peaoe; th• 

laat peaoe 414 not etteot peaoe. ~ economic arrangement. 

such as the Dawe■ reparation settlement, doee not mean peaoe 

to Burope; it meana merel7 an econo■io breathing spaoe for 

. the nations of ~op•· Let u not delude ouraelve■; ov 

own Washington Conference 414 not limit araament; it merel7 

eaabled ,he nations of the earth to turn their prepare4Dea■ 

ilato o,her ohannel■; frCII •3•r battle■hipa, whioh are 
I 
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alread7 antequate4, to minor craft, and to aubmarinea, and 

to airplanea, and to oh•ioals·, and to poison gas. 

!here ia more of armament in Burope toda7 than 

there was in 191S, am the nations ot the world today, 

inoluding the United Stat••• are arming th•eelvea to th• 

teeth tor the next great war. low, if mankind ia to be 

8J)are4 the disaster, the traged7, ot another such war, more 

ghastl7, more deatruoti-.e than anything which has taken 

plaoe heretofore, it ia, to my mind, the imperative dut7 of 

the ohuroh, rising abo-.e the state, rising above ita aub

senlenoe to temporal needs and to temporal requir1111ent ■, 

true to ita vision, true to its prophetio ■ieaion, to preach 

at all time■, continuoul7, first, peaoe, the ideal ot 

. peaoe; th• ugliness, the brutall t7, the Godle■anesa, the 

or1m1nal1t7 of war, of all war; the heroi .. , th• grandeur, 

the aublim1t7 of peaoe, ot law, of juatioe aaong nation■. 

And then turn the vision ot men to tha, first institution, 

the tirat ageno7 whioh promiaea a modicum of security to 

the peoples ot the earth aa a means tor disarmament. 

!hat ia, to ■7 mind, the task of religion in the 

next generation and the next oentur7. Let us not think 

that pe•o• Will oome about eaail.7 and quiokl7. It oannot. 

Man and nations are not ao ooneti tute4. !he road of peace 

will be• hard roa4 to traTel, and the men who set out to 

autterel. !rbe dreanera at all till•• have been •.••••• 
, 

!ho•• who ast for p••o• toda7 

-11-
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will be duie4 an4 peraeoute4; the7 will be oalled traitor■ 

and paolti■t■ ant di■lo~. But 1 t muat be eo; 1 t h•• 

alwa:,e been ao. the ohuoh ant the ohurollll•n ■uat feel 

a'boYe the oona14erationa ot expedieno7. !he:, auat be true 

to the God spirit in thea. 

When the ohuroh will regain ite Yoioe, ■en will • 

hearkea uto 1,. and nation■ will then .• • • • • • • • • 

uto it. AD4 ■o ........ . 

--o--
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m nt that i to 1 I n our ,,·arrant a nat 
as Channing, and you detect a in p Ii t r 
manner. It app a • quiry th nnino- i. -
o- th dern. H ain • · icf in mir 

a vi " o tu hat • w • • nti-
quat ow we \\' n p r o-ai a) aim 
that truth is th of t th m i 
a man depen n t pectiv wh • h I • pt 
the per pecth of . ory of inc? If , e would be 
modern let u e sure that w h a thor u hl • m d rn 
point of vie,\~. 

\Yh n w p und the hi. t y f nc r-
elve dealino- with a e ondar r d1 hi ~, 

a product that i only intelligib vhen p r a1{d 
primal el m nt of which it ,,~(1 he ii t. 11 
nineteenth c ntur wa proud he di .~ tin -
tion between relicrion and th an (. and 

ngmati ~e power t • i n or to f aln t 
qual ambio- it ,. , to pi The di tit ) cru 

u d at • with the t f makino- r lio-· m a b]in I t 
of fe Ii hout , • • of the Ii it i 
c rtainl clear b t m that i tiall y 
an inte tual .,. re nd that i • cul-
cated more gcometrico. • • on h c 
pacity of the , ill to 1 t a t 
d ~namic power of ideal f 1 n la 
or loo-ic inf er the int a hi n 
l ut r r • t elf i th p C 

that ar ct t the wiil rath c u ding 
and ar rienced in a tat f i • ~ .. altati n of the inn r 
elf th ardly cientific inq ui ,. ne.. . v n ar , con idering the hi torical ignifica f a man it • n rtant 

to know w·h ther he helono- to th f) of tho ,. w r 
bu y "ith the int llectual pli ati th prim nee 
or wa ne who initiated a ne, in it? r a r arg -
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ment f the religion nenc f. I ha, e r ad an o i-
tion of ~Martin Luth ich mak im a nam in the tory 

f d ctrine. Th r d vo t him calcula t :vith 
nic ty the form o trinal n ption and 1 the 
impr ion that • a • at conf u ed and broken-
d wn r pr nta hole . \ \ hen on th th r 
hand Harnack ut a e • relio-iou tor/ 
we • a oub m ·ety r gait the 
e e r· i ce in • implicity and, for 
all 1 i I , th n ator of th hri tian 
fr n 1 tical n In th Y r~1on 
Lu inate rank· in th oth r 
rat On the ne hand a Lut an 
p ndit n probl matic ·iew - : n e 
han Luth rat w type of ma1 and Lutherani m • 
f n ocial li 

n may haYe a cool indiffer
n c t > . m f hi . theol <>·ical d finiti n or ar um nt and 
• t h .·alt d bv hit 1 to an ic al f rvor, r c iv fr m him an 
.. ·1 an I d c nc [lti n of pi t. · and h me thr uo-h him a n w 

type of man. man ma belon o- to th foot not f a hi -tory 
f doctrine and yet loom large in th record of o ial tran -

formation. In the matter of hri toloo-) Channino- mio-ht be 
mentioned with th ante- 1icene _. ather , and yet hi notion 
of r Ii i n may 1 e 1 rond the tip. r ach of th 111 t ad
van d d ctrinarian. 

◄ r my lf I think that hristianity a a t ry 
r fa'll in o hree ao-e'.', atholicLm, Prot tanti m 

and hannino-, and I invite you to con id r 
in the hi tory of pi ty. 

The fir t tage of Chri tianity a relio'ion wa atho1ici m 
and whil atholici m ontained much of th relio-i n f J e u 
we ne d n t a 0 ·r e that .atholici m wa the ·1e ar r volu
tion of the relio-ion f J u . The hi torian kno" nothino- of 
mechanical nece it ... For him a lat r tage of hi toric life 
i plain d impl '" when it i hown to 1 e the play f m ti 
and int r t tha are pre nt in the earlier tage. Our pre ent
day study of relio-iou hi tory in i t that we . hall take a 
broad vi \ of the ocial-reli o-iou complex and • n thi broad 
view it i plain that , hat went n olvino- wa n t ome 
i olated ab traction kno,,·n a pure and primitiv hri tianit r 

but an antec d nt wide pread t rp of piet r m difi d 1 .. the 
ethical pirit of J e u and invigorat d by the affinit ,. to parran 
myth f the Chri tian faith that J e u died and ro e ao-ain. 

After the some\vhat indeterminate conditions of the fir t two 
centuries, Chri tian piety began to develop t adily as a 
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Cl1ri tianiz d pagan r ]io-io ity. Thi tat m nt i 
not at all incon i tent with t omm n • n that the 
~ tartino- point f ~ • • ev th 1111~-

i nary Paul. ti nd imp 11anifold, 
and the pao- te him ,,hat in 
uh tanc • • ·ar un r t yariou • 

my tery c e h 1tu . . >iz d 
upon Paul n nt d j y faith, 
l ut the anci d n tttr • at t n-
tion upon t aul' fai h a. 
r d mption ght 1 min 1 
reviv d it a ad run 

from n Paur 
d to the t nd 
i u ly or • 

In that f lt 
v r al fo o in 
Paul uni 1 • manci-
pated it J 1 o < _;th f 
divine h that died and , · 
in the place of pro ematic myth t ain hi c f 
Chri t dyinrr and ri n and e _alted hip. lt f 
the world ffered acramental cot , on wi d ·ino-
!\nd re t r(Yent divine hero, tl1e gift of . a.crL 1 anc 
onf rrino- • tality the my tic appro •• <l and 

hi cleat s t initiate. Pau t • h 
the enth •. f s oncepti r in a Ch n 
form an a • one pt • •• • th 
appropriated it h ianiz •. Th 
w· re fundam ntal and d minan • tha 
more cientific int re t. 

The hi torv trine illu. trat • po of 
the e intere t "'. iv upr m w 
J e u the apoloh f the moralisti r d p 
the J ewi h notion o M iah and • he t-> 

poke through J u . That po ition • nal 
guarantee t tl l • • n preachin ral 
er ice and of h ve wa It o- an 

this rational c rtaint f tha rn d 
the Logo mio-ht he. nt d to half-
god, an intermediat • no-. w uld 
have been a ju tified ult v· But 
an intere t more pow ul t ·c up n 
this Logo doctrine and in i t d upon co lity with 
God and the union of tW'o nature in Thi more 
powerful intere t \i as the craving for the redemption of re ur-
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rection, f r deification, for union with a b ing who e ab olute 
deity and eternity conferred on man eternity of being. For 
the fundamental a piration of the Greek ociety ,V'a that 
which Paul met in the fifteenth chapter of Fir t orinthian , 
the yearning for incorrupt eternity of being. Redemption 
naturally included ethical alue , but the redemptio11 i ex
pre ed in term phy ical rath r than ethical. On the human 
per onality lay the blight of finitude, the d om f death. 
That doom began-in the hri tian ver ion-with the in of 
Adam, but attention eemed to re t upon the horror of the 
consequence rath r than upon the guilt of it caus . The 
doo-matic m yem nt i cl ar fr m the e premi e . I our 
redemption i gh n in Chri t there mu t 1 e full deity in him, 
for only • there a uranc of an eternity of 1 eing, an 
a.p/ztharsia an ,-empti n from fmitud • th r mu t be full 
humanit r f r only o i n th ·uarant e man' rnal-
izin<Y for the bl edn that land w'hic ao-er x-
pect. So the acrament lvhich impart the God--man ar m re 
than mbol; they are a union of the material "ith the 
heaven) substance and confer the immortality of th God
man. So when Christianity became the tate r lio-ion and the 
great horde of the pagan-popttlation poured into the church 
we have but an exten, ion of all thi mao-ical and acramental 
kind of religiosity. The dogma b came mere ritual. The 
criptur were . imply pa a 0 ·e in t he c r m nial. Th 

ethical i overlaid with the pa ion fo r amul t and aint ' 
relic and ima:~e and picture and whatever mat rial form 
mio-ht be thought to contain the 1.iirtue of a h av nly and im
mortal reality. vVe tern Catholici m \Ya indeed more alive 
to the ethical and o-av a pecial d velopm nt to the p ni
tential di cipline, but the thical intere t in which it originated 
\Va lost and penance found a ub titute in indulo- nc and 
indulgences were a ub titute for m ral obligation. The 
ethical view of we t rn ath lici m i empha ized in it 
th oloo-ical reflection as influenced by Augu tine but the 

uo-u tinian element "a om what out of relation to the 
ritual life of the church and the hi tory of mediaeval conflict 
show the triumph of the inter ts of acramental ritual v r 
the thical Augu tinian lem nt. A parat w tern t ~p 

f r ligio ity wa not full d eloped-unl it be in the 
"new devotion" of the Brother f the ommon Lif and that 
wa a ymptom of tran ition to omething new. 

uch Catholici m wa the fir t type of piety and tw thing 
were e ident about it. In the fir t place if indulged in ri
ously and completely, it was inimical to the " 1 fare of society 
in its historic ta k . It enfeebled men for citiz n-duty and 
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"\l a the fo of cultur . \Yh n th 1 aurian 
to s cure the Empire from barbarian attack th brou 1 t to 
the capitol and tationed n th fronti r b di . of a m r 
primitive hri tian ct that in th i olation f \rm ni, had 
fail d to hare in thi dev lopm nt of pi ty and had 1 re crv-cd 
the , igor and th ocial r p n il ility f tr ng m n. And 
the divorce of u h atholic pi ty fr m the get ral lif wa 
evident b " the fact that it o- n rat d a di vi. i n f la. . . . 
He wh would ta t and f cl and . th ttp rnatural mu .. 
equ t r him elf, must for aJ~ the family vocati n. must 

I ad the a ceti , the ang li lif , mu t l cclil at , mu t h 
holy pri t or holy m nl~. Only h wa. religious. 'Ih 
re t w re r Ii iou dep nd nt r lit-:.i u nl ~ in a ondar 
deo-ree. In th nd th hurch m ant . ntiallv th 
tion f th prie. t and m nk . ., 

In th cond plac . whil ritual 
m thino- of th ethical J e u ~, it i apJ ar nt and wa 

parent that the r ligi ity o evolv d wa in no-ru t. ,,·i h 
the orio-inal pirit f J u and hi mpany. 1 h r had b n 
a departure from the e sence of hristianit . \ h nev 
o-lim 1 e of the da ic initial form of hri tianit: wa 
gained there prang up cct to prote""t ao-ain t thi rr n u 
and unwhole ome divergence from the c ntral. and e sential 

hri tian principle. That which J u contril ut d t th 
"orld' religiou fore found it 1f in prot t ao-ain t a 
ystem of piety which ""a imply a more advanc d tag f 

pa<Yani m. There wa a re triction and uppre ion of man's 
moral per onality in it full dio-nit •. Thcr wa a clea age 
of the piritual oci t r. Th re wa a di cord b tw n the 
piritual and the materiali tic. Th r d mpti n off r d , ·a. 

magical and the rea]ization of that redempti n was po tponed 
to another v orld. Evid ntly th hi toric d , lopm nt n ed d 
implification and refinino-. 

An oppo ition to thi y tem inherit d fr m antiquity is 
e ident in the peopl of German t ck "hen v r th r 1 t 
their docile attitude of mer uncritical r c ption. \ ith th 
low maturing of German ci ilization the oppo ition gathered 

force and th cri i cam with the rman Luther. Hi p r-
onal struggle for confidence in God had r v al d t him a 
impler apprehen ion of piety a r duction of Paulini m to the 

long buried e ence of the piritual ide f Paul' ... thotio-ht. 
Catholicism had made relio-ion a thin of inftt ion and in-
piration of di ine realit. int the man ,·ho had made him

self receptive b the acrific of the human. The a t ma s 
of piritual dependent , inferior in r ligiou privilege, es
teemed incapable of the p r nal con ciou ne of up r-
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natural communion were bidden to docility of obedience and 
as ent. For the aint the embrace of God, for the ma the 
belief in a divine Pr vid nc . 

Luth r aw the infinit bl edn of thi layman 
of faith, aw r v aled in it uch a ri hne of piritual po 
ion, uch a glad curit of God, uch a dynamic force for 

the ethical life that all the privil ge~ of monk and aint f 11 
into the backgr und. atholic piet had lo t the p r onal 
confid nee of diYine Fri nd hip \Yhich b lon(Y d to the early 
cry of Abba Fath r. Luther kindled that earl faith afre h. 
Relio-ion wa the m ao-e of God friend hip for inful man 
and man' r p n e in faith. The me a • i brouo-ht home 
to the oul by th unq u tion d fact of hri t' death f r 
human in and th faith that ace It d that me ao-e a a 
p r onal truth ntained in it lf all the j y all the privileg 
all the power of r lio-ion. The relio-iou lif " ·a implv the 
atte tation of that faith in conduct what ver the lot r callin o-. 
Lord and pl twhman prince and p a ant h lar and h u e
h Id drudo- ach in hi eparate phere "·as living the re
Jio-iou lif without need of convent r ordination or a cetic 
pr paration r upernatural infu ion . Faith wa redemp
tion. o lo 10- r the divi ion of cla . , but a univer al prie t
h od of faith. o long r the rithdra,val of th reiio-iou fr m 
the phere of hi toric ta k but the beo-innino- of an age when 
the hi toric ta k could be seen a th pl re of r ligion it elf. o 
lono-er th cripplirw r triction of the 1 uman per onalit r but 
the beo-innino- of that era in which th id al of reli 0 iou life 
could me t and bl nd with all the high id al of the human 
per onalit ... 

It i true that the exhibition of th e re ult wa 1 w 
and restricted. Luth r reform and implification Luther 
re-conque t of a more natural and human pi t r wa ov rlaid 
1 y all that p trification of dogma and chola tici m that re
ligiou warfare eem to have entail d for th t mporary pro
tection of the n w pi t . A chang how v r had b o-un. The 
implicity of imple tru t in divin friend hip had beo-un to 

triumph over the magical and acramental. . new and nobl r 
t -p of man f ocial life had be n f und d a 1d th nin -
t enth century , ith it critical anal r i f the pa t ha n
abled the imple e ence f Lutherani m to 1 o-in afr ~h it 
more unhamp r d ,. Iution. It i vid nt that Luth rani m 
een in thi light rou~e the '" tnpath f th reader of ban-

ning and -et the ympathy ha it limit . The Lutheran 
typ of piety tak n by it 1f i the attainm nt of peac for the 
elf-ace 1 ed pirit but it lack the po i ti nergy of the life 

that reach beyond th a urance of f rcriv n to the full 
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anctioned activity of th human ndow1 t. r ·d of 
God for Luther i the proclamation of i t' 1 

and the critical tudy of the origin o h n 
a cri i for Luth rani m of tragic i<Y c . 
God which ev d the Lutheran pi • ait im-
perill d and m Luth rani m do t contain Yith ·t l 
a new and s c r word of God to t oul that , 1ould fain 
ba k in the u ine of divine fri nd hip. For th 
God that can al di inity and evoke faith and • 
fuln of human ction f lif . a vord of • d 
by th traged of torical critici and i1 d 
eyery advanc f • c of r ion w u 
Channino· and tho o m hL ng p 

hannino- lay throu<Yh rmi m. 
The int rnal hi tor r f Pr ti it a 

piritual prin iple ma r be aid n 
tion of th word of God. In t o ntr -
do the , • God wa pre in the Formula or the 

a co n. of alvini m. Ao-ain t tl • 1 n -
tio m ' • like Fox r be Bed and a e n r 
" rd of th 1 • Pieti m recaHed the uth r in-
i o-h t that the word of God wa uch a r vd k d 

per onal r lio-iou experience. Rationalism • t 
the \Yord of G d wa th univ r al human inn d 
and dut and heavenly r ,, ard.. p culative i d 
that the word of God ,va the idea of t 1e 1111 cl 
infinite pirit. Expedenc with an th e uld 

m to hoF that the relio-i u in ti 1 c -
with the truth that gratifie un 

that word f whi to 
ul and cri p the and o- d 

for the iritual race. Pr ant I nt 
r d mp . It d ire th faith that the vital-
izing n age of God i .. pok n in t f per nal 
b in o-. u it o- the heart "ith idc in vio-ora tino-
the will with th pontan ity of id -al ndeavor. 

That i tant pi t ' , an • • ra • • and aim , t 
. niti e method of Pr te ~tan tl tion of that 

ri nee i that which th 1 • ·t traditi n 
d. The ultimat and c n pl bat n thod 

i found in ew En ·lan l in tl ury. Th r 
the whole communitv of uch Ed, 'ard 
, ere con inced of the truth p n of h 
,vord of God and in<Yular1 p • o al. That 
w rd f G d proyocativ" df t ht h icit , wa 
the Divine o • nty. 
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One thing bind Lutherani m and alvini m tocrether. 
For them both the pring of ~11 religious activity i the per
sonal realization of the forgivene of in . Apart from their 
difference of eccl ia tical organization and di cipline the 
mark d di tinction i the rigor and di tincti rene of the 
logic by which thi exp rience wa induced in Calvini t cir
cle . F r th ake of arcrument ao-a·n t Era mu Luther gave 
an extreme pr entation of the ~coti tic iew of God a ar
bitrary will and har h expres ion to the idea of predestination. 
\i\ hen r liev d of th nece ity of further argument he eems 
to have rel oat d th t pie to th l acko-round and to ha, e 
made littl practical u e of it. H di c untenanc d th appeal 
to the ~ v r icrn maje ty of th divine will and per uaded 
men by the kno, "11 general provi ion of di 'in o-race. or 
did Luth r, like om of hi follow r , ace ntuate the horr r 

f the lif und r th Ia,Y o a to fore hi h ar r to pa 
from a tat of t rr r to a tat of a uranc . True, the an
tith i of law and grac wa the clue to aH doctrine for him, 
but it r mained a kind of ab tract antithe i , a matt r of 
theoretic analy i ,, and was not applied to the concrete per-

nal lif . Hi doctrine of grace was a com{ rt o the inful 
hri tian rather than a re,rivalistic appeal to depraved inner . 

In alvini m, on the other hand,. the doctrin of an in-
crutal le predestination vva central and con tant. and the 

antithe i f corruption and redemption wa applied , ith 
mor homil tic insi tency.. Edward i , the u1 r me in tance 
of thi Prote tant preachin° of r _demption, 1 cau e he di -
co ered by hi p ycholo 0 -ical acumen the method of pre nt
in o- the doctrine o that numerou and radical conversions 
, re the re ult. According to thi riew of piety, the Chri tian 
di p ition began when God could be lo, ed imply for the 
o-lory and beaut of hi unmerited grace without any inter
v nino- claim of worth r effort to mar th ad ration with a 
taint of per onal int re t or elfi hne . In order to brino
hearer to thi ab olut n of elfle adoration it wa neces-
ary to con inc them of their utter perv r ion and de iii h

ne a m n, and to accompli h that purpo e Edward and all 
consi tent Cal ~ini t had to take n cience away from man 
and make it imply an act of divine re traint. an , as 
painted as in him eH the hater of all good • mply coerced by 
an outer dh ine force into a certain decency of cial de
meanor. And not onl wa con ci nee denied t man a man 
but all it uggestion to the mind a to the nature of good
ne s and ju tice were di credited. that the purely arbitrary 
and capriciou o-oodnes of God might dawn upon the soul 
as a purely upernatural light and that the di po ition identi-
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fiable a r erate and • u1 -
natural o on. uch a 1i m ply 
plicit and ed home n v man lizat n 
the truth bel ng d to all that \\ >t tant. 

Let u not forg t that puri an hri tian 
character w re the re ult f tl but 1 t 
u impl note that th m th hri.'tian 
ta wa an outri 0 ht denial of th 1 which 
h tia • r b o- d could n t t · • h 

the p rm nt of h ri tian 
continuit e t all. n e 

f voking pie n t d pi ty 
lowed th logic of it all ar d d that 
the 1 ct and ince w c uld not tell who 
love our f ello,vmen only in a t ntativ " . 
thi piety i • a hi y of o ial di union a 
exhibition of a t ncy to wathdraw and f 
a d el ct fr th o ial whol a 
c that could not b c n i t ntly lo 
withdrawal too from the cultural ta k of humanity. '1 h 
a nt of thi pi ould not admit 1i1 f 
attention a uo-ht that ,~ outd confli , n f 
their r o- n rati up rnaturnl li i\"a ing-
and cripplino- of the human pe h f 
God ,,·a a nat imply f r an d an in-
tramundane 1\1 nic id al ha mp 1 
con ciou n Herc again wa~ a1 ~ n t 
that this final • tent f rm of Pr i h -
tin uity with th f 'hri i a, c 
mo ment. 

Th 01 p ition t all thi wa 1 'ti n 
doe not make ucc ion. Pati nal 1111 
doctrine of God, and of man but , 
hi t ry how . pro ide a furth r 1 f 111 
which should maintain continuity ,, i ntial 
el ment . In particular, Rati nali 1 th 
idea of red mption a the r ligio e r 1 n • t 
a p ct :\'hile certainly, a an hi ric nt, 
Ch r i ti a • • a i o-i on f r d i • it 
typical a off d red mption in ph r a 
proce era tal admini tration. • it 
dear ex ion o red a moral red mption of 
di ine co-action u a r • ant will. F r the h 
redemptive gift w a ul nc . For th alv r -
dempti e proce n titution of the moral di po i-
tion. 
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The name of Channing em to me to io-nalize a tage 
beyond the e two, beca u e he al o off r redempti n- ome
thino- gen rative of alvation, omethino- more than mere 
mandate of duty-and al o becau e hi apprehen ion h re is 
con onant with the pirit of the beginnino- of the Chri tian 
movement and erve to re tor the intramundane 1Ies ianic 
ideal with which the orio-inal hri tian pr achino- f red mp
tion wa a ociat d. The older church d clared it doctrine 
of human nature only a it om wlhat tardily deyeloped the 
pre uppo ition of it whole y t m of belief. The underlying 
pr mi thu e~rplicat d in th nd ·wa the utt r . ruin and 
imp tenc f man in him If and the doom in vital le to hi 
nature a man until a f reign redemptive action should be 
enacted upon him. \\ ith only incidental prote t thi doctrine 
of man r i ned throtwh atholic and Prote tant time , the 
Greek current empha izing the ph ical blight and d om, 
th Auo-u tinian e] 1vent mpha ~izino- the moral hopele ness 

f human nature The rminian mad a tam modification. 
banning made a revolutionar ub titution. Iy whol in-

te 1ti n i t ay that in hanning's intuition of the dio-nity 
f human nature there was not merely the ub titution of ne 

anthropolo r for another, not the mere in i tence on human 
dio-nity in place of bun an depravity- not uch m re ub~ ti
tution but the promulgation of a word of God of redemptive 

fficacy. 
We ha e been aying that the Chri tian and ind ed all 

highly thical relicrion seek omethiug more than a truth for 
th 0 -ratification of the inquisitive rea on. The " ek a \\ rd 
of God that la T hold on the will and the hi o-her emotion 
,\: ith ome in ten e electrifyin o- ff ect, o that inertia o-i es 
way to vitaliz d activity, apathy and li tle sne are tirred 
to ideal e altation and the oul i assured of direct per onal 
relation to the Eternal Po·wer that i it ab olute overeign, 
such a relation, moreover a i the a uranc of an ultimate 
conformity to the nature ab olute and adorable. The hi tory 
of the pagan cult of the Roman Empir would eem to how 
omething like a uniform law-the la, r of formal wor hip 

ri ing to per onal communion or per onal union with the di
vine po,v r. Thi make a broad contra t ,·vith the mere 
rationali tic morali m that mer 1 argu the xi tence of a 
di ine authority and infer the duty of moral obedience by the 
re ources of a di tinct and eparated ,, ill. 

Let u admit that Channing did not harply and con
si tently present religion in the relation f the e di tinctions. 
The man who is the vehicle of great hi toric change is never 
so consc10u of the bearings of his own thought and ex-
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perience. In th • giou a n w 
tep mewhat d n what uncon u ~ty with-

out full a,\~aren fo tiv valu f t I. 
it wa with Lt w with • O' ~\t a lat 
period of hi life w d if he had n -

• n, nnino- : "I h uld 1 

whole o life may be called, a it trul '-
of conv n.' In pit f th· artial 
to rem em 1 er ne rather di tin piri tu 1 

,·h n hen ath tl ·ill \ tre o a ', 
r adino- Hutch o ccount of • · • • -

t d aff ecti n, th udd nl r 1 
of the dio-nity of human na , 
another, "the ofory of t h 

• ti er in a univ o 
i f devo • 
i ul. \\' , 
i orthampt n 
ntifi d b Edwar 

n. nd it a mar . , 
nino- ,vith all hi de]i ~ht of men . in that 1 

of the r v lation of spiritual light hould not r -
men ary e tion but d ire only to claim hat t1 of God 
th n and revealed had b en the on inual and pr iv 
prino- of piritual ]if . 

It i due to the revi aH m of a]vinist hi~ to at 
c me to di u e the word and thouo:ht of r dempl ml 
i n eant the cri is of ome sudden and radical cha h 
1i f e into wo au then ti p • at nc 

alvini m it wa n . th 
uch a Lutheran pi a ·t . For · · '-

ampl of religiou t lion 1 

name for a momen er· mo m 
truth of pi- nt tion and a t d p bl 
non- mpirical tra ro 'CT of nnin(Y 
i aware that h th of wh in fuller 
mea ure have r nd thi mt tiv of 
reliaion and, i h inn e of all that calls it elf 
evangelicali 111, g r ly e of , he mo t vano- Heal 
of Chri tian pi 

For Catholici t u r p at, the word of God gen • f 
such redemptio the truth con fom1 d to pagan t 
Christ died and ro e again for our a1vation. The truth wa law 
for the implicitly b lievinrr ma . The pri ileo- d few ought 
sensible or uper en ible enjoym nt of union ,,\ ith the et mal 
ub tance thus made ace ible ab extra to man. For Prot s-
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tantism the word of God operati e of redemption wa that Christ 
died to make po ible the forgivene of sins and the be towal 
of grace to the will that was el e devoid of grace. hanning's 
word of God of redemptive efficacy , a the illumina ing intui
tion that human nature , a never without God, that human 
nature in it elf contained a it con titutive e ence a mysteriou 
uni on with the Perfection , hich is God' nature. The word of 
God to ,, hich atholici m and Prote tanti m appealed has been 
relegated by the hi tory of thouo-ht to the realm of myth, o far 
as its objective reality i concerned. hanning' word of G_od 
i not dep ndent upon hi tory and doe not stand or fall with 
some old interpretation of an historic event. The incongruities 
and irrationalitie and cruelti of he older Chri tian y tern 
lay in the fact that it red mption wa attached to an objective 
tran action hid in the rcce e of a Roman province and the 
ob cure pa t of Roman history. hanning re tored to Christianity 
it imperilled claim of univer ality by di covering the truth that 
i r demptive in ever human breast. 

hri tianity had offered a vi itation of the divine pirit to 
man , hich hould furni h ble edne s of emotion ethical char
acter to will, and certi ude of divine fellowship; but it made that 
vi itation contingent upon faith in an historical event or rather 
in an hi torical event subjected to an insecure interpretation. 
Channing proclaimed not a vi itation o contingent but an in
dwellino- of God: evident to e ery oul that hould contemplate 
the my ter·ou regnancy of the ideal element of it own being. 
The human ou] , a the oracle of the redemptive truth. "The 
rea on why men see God in the outward creation is that their 
o, n nature has an affinity with Him and cannot be unfolded 
or find repose without Him. \Ve comprehend and desire Him 
becau e , e carry His image in our moral and intellectual pow rs 
and becau e the e tend to thi source." ''Man, though human 
by nature, is capable of conceiving the idea of God, of entering 
into strong, close tender and purif ino- relation with God, and 
e en of participating in God' perfection and happine . vVe 
hear this great truth unmoved. It is a truth to wake the dead. 
It ought to exalt our whole life into joy." 

Let u not a k of Channing the metaphy ical explanation of 
this inner mystery by "hich man and God hare one com'mon 
character and one common energy of goodne s. In the end it is 
the same mystery a Kant's transcendental freedom, it i the 
everlasting my tery about which Pelagians and Augustinians 
have struggled vainly. Let us not ask why in man there should 
be the conflicting fact of evil, das radikale Bose, for which Kant 
again could posit only a transcendental cau e. \\ e are looking at 
Channing not as • a metaphysician, not as a doctrinal thinker. 
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The e he was not. He wa th voice thro ,·hi h hm • 
spoke its new and larger faith, or f ion. It 
tho e who follo\ him to appl t l 
plication of the um of doctr· in 
of the one central and aving truth 
for u to e that a great thr bbino- tian 
oul p ak in hanning and that l n an I 

where to find the r demption which i . 
nd that thi wa not a mer r· • • . • T. • 

but an in ight of mor univ r al i 
ful and in piring appeal in antiqui 1 
by its truo-o-le to a rt i I • 
natur in th ao-c of th R i 1 

the political mind in the h 11th c _ , 
invigoration which it ·c in the innino- f t 
period of G rman th ht of the p of Yant rder and 
Go the. For all th ·acle m human· triumph 
ov r evil wa not by • h in ome i nt na b 
any m re heroic s 1f ciplin of ance r l y 
nothino-, ind d, that h phere in the outer a 
Redempti n they declared, i f, und by d cend i (T 
de he inner natur and beholding th infinitud 
lu and uni, er al authorit of the , rorth that 
there, a worth decreed by the soul it lf and .. t a wo 
in a uper ensible world. That ,vorth gro\, and i 
all evil and mn, orth b the ver con cio 1e o 
dignity. Thi , aid Goet · · • • ~ · • igh 
evolution. Only \Vh n r inb 
of elf and reach in the oul in 
the highest of which he 1 do ot wait 
for the indor t of tl 't h i -
ca , and the e y o a 
by i powerful te r aU t 
that, groping crude! of r 
proclaim a relea e from e hrouo-h tl n-
ciou n of thi divinit . Th faith in a 

divine relation hip and a di r man i. ~rl n-
mentallr proven to ha e a p inrr th piri ual 
personality and giving it the victory over 

And ve can mea ure that P°' er in part by it contra t. Cer-
tain school of literature l ave fall I ir to the oloo-ical 
contempt of man and hav depi tman natur th gro 
and cynical reali m imply a a b 11 of coar e n , and 
under the ugge tibility of uch a pictur m n ha emed to 
verify its truth. nd as th poi on of the old view was o- tting 
expelled from th ology, political conom took it up and in-
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vented an economic man ,, ith the elimination of the morality 
which Channing affirmed as the ence of r al men. Thi too 
ha had a baneful suer e tibility. As an Engli h writer has said: 
"It is a tounding to what an ext nt we ha e succeeded in turning 
thi scientific monst r into a reality." Channing did not deny 
the fact of moral e il; he left it a a m • t ry coincident with the 
fact of moral freedom. But he a v man a man i given in hL 
pr ent tage of developm nt-not a ome ab traction of theo-
1 o-ical th ory nor a ab traction of the older political conomy. 
He aw the actual concrete nonnal man who i a piritual moral 
p r onality, and he aw that uch a per onality i the ubj ct with 
which hri tianity d a] . Ile a,\ man a J u aw him, a 
beino- re pon ive in hi own per onali y to that character which 
i perfect and compl t in God. He aw a p rf ectibl child of 
God and therefore a b ino- already endowed for per£ ction. He 
meant by human nature not the brut that man may become by 
d ertino- the human po ibilit , but the man in the li0 ht of that 
di tingui hino- infi.nit • of crood which i bound up in hi life and 
of the aspiration for communion with a changel perfection 
of B in "hich hould nouri h fortify and f ulfi.11 the yet im
perfect m a ure of human per£ ction. He i - ayin only more 
copiou ly and with an loquence more profuse, what the ynoptic 
J u aid in ter e br ity , rhen he conden ed all religion in the 
biddin<r to b come per£ ct as the Fath r in h avcn i perfect. 

If in thi , ay hannincr learly r v rted to the e ential con
e ption of the hri tian religion a i va in its oriainal moment, 
the coincidence o hanning' appreh n ion of piet with the 
in pirati n of the founder of hri tian pi ty i hO\ ·n in an ther 
trikino- charact ri tic. 11 previou pi ty and theology wa con-

ditioned by what wa determjned to be the essence of hri ti .. 
anit . For th Greek that e enc wa the appropriation of the 
incarnate, dead and re urrected on of God f r the ternalizing 
of man. For the Prot tant it wa the foro-i en s of in through 
the death of hri t. In both ca th r wa a trikino- lo of 
the inten e Me sianic expectancy of a perfect family of the 
Father of Love within the ho iz n of man's world. 

For Germany Rit chl made a chan°e. If there i one fact 
more momentou than all others about Rit chl a a theologian it is 
that he detennined the e nee of hri tianit in a manner di f
f erent from all his predece or . Rit chl found all hri tian idea 
and ideal phases of one central or anizina- conception and that 
conception wa the Yingdom of God th life of a perfect piritual 
community of love a the n ce ary form of life under a Father 
of love. Rit chl wa fully con ciou that in thi new determina
tion of the e ence of hri tianit he wa a reformer of piety, 
gi ing religion a fr h appeal to the volitional creative elf-
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as ertive p r onality of modern man. He under tood thi c ntral 
conception not trictly in the form pre nted b J but in the 
fom1 which the thought of J us mu t a um a r t im-
manent critici. m of hi to ha op rat d upon it. Rit 11, t i , 
suppr ed the miraculo and apocalyptic f rm an d op cl 
the intramundane and ethical form which Yant had intr uc d 
to mod rn thouo-ht. 

Ri chl ,va a univ • cho y iatic t • and 
it wa hi office to u o mo 1 anity nula-
tion f hri tian doc in tl thi nina-
tion of the ntial principle f a '" it 
way not under the contr 1 of Paul I f 

J e u . hannino- w ot a univ r it matic 
theolo 0 -ian. He w practical • d he 
impl et about t aliz • • 

wanted fir t ace mp i1 i 
i that Rit chl r nd h 
conceiv d the claim of thi 
upon a miracle of • ric, i 
of hi wn followe a c 

.~clu e up rnattL m. tim n-
c ive 1e r dempti • ord of G "a t n, 
and uch a co •• alwa T. ni lnra t 
the r I mptiv lation. ""'nut ng to fear 
from the p f hi t rical ri m. al • -
tion of th an princi o 
nothin o- th o tl 1 

In hannin n; i 1: c 
o-eneration e ti principle i m 
upernatur of m ~ • no-. n l ng 

naturali 111 re to 1 n ul tl .. • n don 
a exp ctation and id ince the chara ]a\\ f ul 
ov r the human pirit e charac a 1 r f L the 
full e pre i n of the quicken d pirit of man i on f ' f 
love. ''B r v alino- to u the o-reatt f that natur in 1i h 
all men participate hri tianity lay f undation of a uni-
v r al love." 

The old f hri tia1 • y them Iv 
out to full had pr ual 1 h y had 
r nt th uni b ati ru m t odi u 
of ari t era r ac. p . In all the 
complex div n , ruggl-
ing to gain control of wi o i tibility 
of a force of nature. It th f D mocracy. 11 

r olution of r • • n t t \V d in v r, human 1 
united thi irre 1 principl of Dem cracy a the human form 
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of life with the e ential principle of hri tianity. \Vere "e to 
tell the tale of Channing's practical endeavors it would not be a 
mere tale of pitying philanthropy. It would be the tale of the 
noble t efforts known to hi tory to procure a civilization of 
equality in moral dignity and moral po ibility. It "ould be the 
tale of hanning interpr ting D mocracy a hristianity and 
Chri tianity a D mocracy. It would be the tale of hi en
thu ia m for a ocial recon truction "founded on the e ential 
truth that th hi f end of the ocial tate i the elevation of all 
it m mber a int lligent and moral bein ," the tale of hi yet 
unrealized y em of popular cultur d m cratizin he college 
by the inclu ion of m rcantile ducation, reforming all ed 1cation 
by the uni n of manual labor with intellectual tudy diretting 
tlfe uni d enthu ia m of the d mocratic tate and the hri tian 
church b the I vation of th indtt trial Ii f e to he dignity and 
the privile e of culture, eno-aging all for a cru ade against war, 
lav ry, intemp ranee io-noranc , inequalit ' inju tice, and ma

teriali tic gr d. 
banning Unitariani ' 11 m ant an nthu ia 111 for a hri tian 

civilization that should realize i:n full exp re ion all m n' in
h rent dio-ni y as children of God and memb r of a divine 
famil f !ov . Here none of the old divi ion into cla es bv 
th op ration of a mi taken vie,, of piety but a pi ty operative 
f r the fu ion of men in one equal brotherhood and thu oper
ative f r th pir-it of J u as no o her piety had been. Here 
n n of the old atrophy of the human per onality by the ab-
traction and withdra,:·ral of piety from th secular and cultural 

ta k of men but the full harmoniou expre ion of human 
pow r in a per onality organized and controlled by urrender 
to the divinity re nant in it own ideal . 11 good, he aid 
b came moral by uni n with thi moral principle. On every ide 
"~e are h aring now that th ld r hri tianity as it i per
petuated mak divorce of the re1igiou and th cular. He 
, ho would live a harmoniou lif in which th di tinction i lo t 
and r ligion i the guide and in piration of our hare in the ta ks 
of ci ilization hall find hi teach r in hannino-. 

The amazino- corruption of ~ m rican life are not the denial 
of hanning' o p l bqt th videnc that it ha not b en heard. 
H°' hall th y b li e on him of \ ·hom th y ha, e not heard, 
aid Paul. Lib ral hri tianit ha not ·et fully given it 1 f to 

the proclamation of this relio-iou humani m. It ha be n fortify
ing it elf by preliminary rectification of th general thought. It 
has-as a mean to it end-been engro ed in Biblical criticism 
and following that path has explored the field of Comparative 
Religion . It ha -a a mean to it nd-reformed the Co mo
logy, and it is to be feared that ome ha e been so ensnared by 
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the non-human a pects of the world's hi tory a to forget the 
sovereignty of the piritual in man or to leave man' r d mption 
to the slow mercy of evolution. But the world r awak n . 

ociety seem to in i t in it n \\ r li i u ath rin on thi 
gosp 1 of vast human potentialit throu h th intuiti n f the 
divinity linl-ed , •ith our b ing. Th phen m nal w rid i a 
mechanism but there i a , ~orld ,vhich i n t but i t b . It i 
the kingdom of our id al . The tw \\forld meet in the human 
heart. Th di po ition of th heart can tran fi ur th ut r 
, orld of mechani m , ith th ignificance f ur ideal , can mal
it the scene of the ab lut and imp ·i habl ~ \ alu - f ur id aL. 
can make it the t mporal in trm 1ent of a kino-d m d1i h b l ng 
not to time. "\\ e kno,v not , ,hat hall b until " . 1 th 
creative deed and the pow r to d the d d om . fr m faith. 
Th faith i the faith that the ~ nc of tt r m ral p r na1ity 
i founded in God him l f , nd tint hi er ,, tiv • 
tru t d to our u . 

1HE 1\TORAL EDU TIO OF THE O G. 

An Addre Before the '·Round 1_ablc," :M ad m F b. .... 19-5• 
By Prof e or Rob rt J. Jrlu heon. 

tat of great anxiety indeed of pank i o 
in man mind today o th - m ral cond 11 

Habits of reticence, mod •, elf-r · traint, n 
and rever nee which we ·ormer1y fairly co1111 { h 

young eem on how to hav lo t • n e ofamor 
which lar<Y experience and ripe , i d ov r 
youth ha faded away and youn ting with 
life on th ir O\\ n account l ful a u h 
human nature and the phy ical and 
could be ea ily moulded to the h 1 ant 
touch with adol c nt and wn 
experience to lea no- f fr ·e 
mood but if any ;vi to e ) ling 
the report of o , let him r udge Ben 
Lindsey of the J ile urt o n th la t 
h o numb rs of Phvsical ulture. oo kindly 
and wi e to be a mere fa 1ltfind do find 
fa.ult it is with the parent and r than with the 
boys and girl -but h make it lain that the Id r -
ticence of outh ar larg ly go th oung are eag r to 
pluck the fruit of life before it ripe and that the old ch cks 
on a r ckle c rperimentali 111 ar v r rapid] ~ lo in th ir pow r. 
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ow I am not concerned tonight to try to how that the 
young are worse than their parent , ere in heir adole cent years. 
I take for granted that human nature is much the ame m the 
same group from generation to generation. The change is not 
in heredity but in environment-in the timuli brought to bear 
on the growing mind, in the life-habits , hich are drilled into 
the children in their tend r and pla tic year and in the ocial 
atmosphere which, thou h it may be invi ible, nevertheless soaks 
into and aturat their innermo t being. \Ye, older people, 
who are o critical of our ) oung would probably have been as 
the are, if the 111 ntal, ocial and economic "orld of our youth 
had been what th ir i now. Our ta k i not one of faultfinding 
but of diagno i and, once the diagno is is made, of remedying 
the trouble so far a our wi dom, patience and in ight enable 
us so to do. 

Let u begin by takino- stock of the difficulties that confront 
the moral educator. "h n thing go wron with our youth we 
are inclined to lay the blame on the teach r and preachers be
cau obviou ly it i their profe ion al dut ' o mould the life 
of the young. \V .. e are apt to think that moulding human nature 
to moral end i a rath r easy matter and that, if t acher and 
preach r nly did their duty, all ,vould be well. But human 
nature i not asily moulded. A the apostle James ays: 
''Ev ry kind of bea ts and birds and of seJpeot and of things 
in th a i tamed and hath been tam d of mankind, but the 
ton u can no man tame; it i an unruly evil, full of d adly 
poi on." It may vtell be that the apo le wa omewhat o er
di c ura d about human nature ,,rhen he made thi bitter com
ment, but tho e great m n \\ ho have known human nature at 
clo e t ran e ha e ne er felt th ta k of r de mino- and ubli
mating it to be an a y on . o impo ible has the ta k eemed 
to the orthodox hri tian theologian through the ao- that they 
have interpreted the Christian relicrion a nothino- l s than a 
upernatural effort on the part of God and hi on J esu Christ 

to do for man what man could never do for him elf, and they 
taught that, e n with the upernatural help of God only a few 
w re lik ly to b aved o de p-root d and incurable vrn the 
e ii of the natural man. \Ye do not all ace pt hi th ological 
interpretation of hristianity nor do w hare the pe imism 
of the Cal ini tic outlook on human nature but, for all that, 
we mu t keep teadily before our mind the fact that human 
beings can come into the world heavily freighted with an animal 
heritage, that th fir t power to develop are alwa th elf
pre erving and therefore potentially elfi h one . that the cultural 
d ires are the late t to manif e t them el in the individual 
life a they were in the lif of the race, and that if the en ual, 
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selfi h and ease--Ioving tendenci are al owed to O t a big tart 
in the ado]e cent year , the cultural d ir n ay nev r ov rtal·e 
them at all. Human nature a di play d in tl pao- of hi tory 
both towers to the height of hea n and ink to th depth of 
hell. It has produced it heroe f reli0 ion, patrioti m art, ci
ence, poetry and common ever day croo lne , a w ll a it 
monsters of cruelty, o-reed, ensuality and hatred. A the moun
tain are about as high above the level of the ea l r a the 
depths of the ocean are below it so the heroe of hi tory are 
about a high above the average human level a the 111011 t r 
of hi tory are below it. In other wor l , a era0 human 1 ature 
is neither utterly bad nor ublime]y good but ducabl and mould
able if ,ve work per i t ntly and intellio- ntly nough at th ta ]· 
of educatino- and moulding i . The Tery if t that make tt n n~ 
name]y, our ima0 ination and rea on, mak the probl m { moral 
educatlon both ea ,ier and harder. If we can o-o hi 0 her than the 
animals, ·we can al o sink 10'\,ver. Th • nfinite el rn nt in ht n a1 

nature i the ource of its badnc a w 11 a of its goodn 
The infinite element in love, for e~rampl may produce h n l r 
piritual passion enshrined in Mrs. Browning's Sonnets From 

the Portuguese or the subtle, ingratiating, aH-conq 1 ring n t

ou ne of a Cleopatra. The infinite element in th human 11ind 
may find expression in a search for trutl that in pir m n to 
the mo t upendous life-long ta k in the ]ahoratory b rva
tory and library, or it may mo e man to h ap one u le million 
upon another o long a ]ife lasts or t gather up all tl reins 
of a nation' political power into one' ovm hand. a. with L ·nin 
and Mu solini. ome men and ,,,omen ,vill ri e abo the av rao-c 
level of morality, even if their environment i not a]tog th r fa
vorable, becau e the driving power of their odal and ultural 
impul es • unu ually trong; other ,, ill ink b low th average 
level unle handled with more than ord • nar r ·wi don and in
sight, becau e their heritage is very n i..,r d and c nftt ed or be
cau e the driving power of their x-in tinct or their acqui itive 
in tinct or their in tinct of domination i exce ive ; but the great 
majority of human beino- will ah, ay b long on the avera e level 
and will alway re pond with average s n itiv nc to moral 
di cipline and pr ure if that di ciplin and pr ur ar appli d 
at the rirrht time and in the ri ht way. He1 ce if th morality 
of our avera?'e adole cent today i not \\ hat it hould be, we 
mu t earch for the rea on, not in om chan e in human natur , 
but in the failure of ociety to provid adequate timuli or in 
the failure of ociety to prevent otl r timuli from arou ing too 
early in the lif and too pa ionately the danger u tendencies 
in our adolescent popu?ation. The ta k of moral ducati 111 is 
never an impo sible task bu it i alwa T a difficult one and one 
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that call for the keene t in ight a well a the greate t patience 
and wisdom on the part of the moral educator. 

It might be a urned that we are• all agreed a to what the 
moral character, ,\ hich i th aim of moral education, really is. 
But to add definit n to our di cu ion let me summarize very 
bri fly "hat is oen rally meant amon thical teacher by th 
term moral character. It i r cognized now that it i impo ible 
to eparate the per onal and ocial a pect of a moral character 
from one anoth r but for purpo e of xpo ition it i gen rally 
thought exp dient to di tinoui h betwe n them. The character 
qualitie which are thought of a m t per onal are uch a 
courao initiative, t mp ranee, elf-r pect indu try and thri{ t. 
\Yith ut c ura . h young will hrink before v ry ob tad , 
hard hip and failur . \Yithout initiati th y will never do more 
than o- throu h the mo ion of th ir par nt and t acher . \\ ith-
out t mperance th will o n acquire habit of e .. rtra agance 
e .. ~ e and moral abandon that , rill mak the ober, quiet life 
,Yhich i the lot of mo t human m unendurabl . \\ ithout 
elfr p ct th y can ha, no inward monitor warning them 

again t th ,u ng and purrino- them on toward the right. \Vith
out indu try th y cannot main ain the tandard of life which 
the r ha e c met think indisp n able. \\ ithout thrift th y cannot 
maintain th ir ind pend nee in time f ickn and unemplo -
m nt or in ld age. Unl ,·re manao- mehow to timulate 
all of th character qualities in th youno- di a ter await them 
and the oci i they c mpo . They are makino- far o-reat r 
conomic d man i on life than former generation did and, inc 
con mic ood and ervic do not rO\ wild, th v mu t 1 arn 

to work eith Jr harder or to better advanta e that ·their fathers 
did. 

Th charact r qualitie which are thou0 ht f a mo t ocial 
are tho~e which are indi p n able, fir t, in in oluntary relations, 
that i relation which w are born into uch a the famil , the 
neighborhood and the country, and econd in oluntary relations, 
uch a marriage, bu ine church, poli ical party and ocial 

life. \Yithout filial pi ty and r p ct of children for parent , the 
ba i of all r v rence i undermined and th home cannot be, a 
in the pa t the br ding place of the reater irtue . \\ ithout 
disint re ted public pirit d mocracy c a e to b uch except 
in name and become a m re ere n b hind ;\'hich an invi ible 
government manipulate legi lation to uit its own nd . \Vith
out intelligent, enthu ia tic patriotism, nationality cea e to be 
an inner p ychic reality and b come a mere common legal system 
and a territorial demarkation. \\ ithout love and cha tity the 
marria 0 e bond lo e all it ideal valu and the r lation between 
the sexes b comes cheap and vulgar and in th end di gu ting. 
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vVithout honor in bu in and faith£ ul fulfillm nt f ntra t. 
our colos al credit ~Y tem would o n tuml I into ruin. \Yith ut 
loyalty to the r ligiou and political in. tituti n t whi h w b -
long and toleranc toward the cliff rinrr in ·tituti n. t ,Yhi h 
our neighbor b lono- ur in titutional ]if w uld on dwindl 
or be completely ab orb d in th hat ful w rk f mutual 
termination. \Yh n w r ad in our c 11 •a t • .. ·t-1 l· th t r 
of the migration of ermanic p pl int th t rrit f th 
old Roman Empir our pit i awak n cl f r th h 11 I 
and villag r wh happ ned t Ii in th 1 ath f th maraud
ing invader and w thank od that ... m ri a . tan l: in no danb r 
of uch inva ion . But our civilizati n ha. h m . o mpl .• 
and o depend nt on brain and moral. and di int r t d public 
ervice that if th ocial virtu w ha ju. t b n utlining 
hould om how b w akencd in h chara t r of ur chil lr n 

or grandchildr n cial cha might ari fr m within ur >wn 
border without an in a ion what v r fr m b y n l. 

\\ e are to und r and by m ral ra t r, in a f , • 
word uch p r onal virtu a oura . initiat 11 

lf-r pect, indu try thrift and uch al virtu 1 • 
public pirit patri ti m philanthr py 1a r. 
and tolerance. And, forth r w are tt tl 
virtue are not mere c.'"ternal adornm 1 Ii 
and ring , mad a part of our mind b • int f much r p titi n 
of the word and phra , rhich cl . crihe th m. but pr f un l 
im, ard state of the mind, moulding p r. onalit il ntly and p r
si tently from \\ ithin and formin in time a haract r which can 
tand four quar to all th wind hat b w. ~ .. u h i th m ral 

per onalit at which moral ducati n aim . In th fa f all 
the weakne e to which human fl h i h ir, it may . "111 t 
great a thing for our choo] and church V 11 t aim at, but 
moral character con titute our o-reat t cial n .. ed and th call 
to produce th m i th gr ate t chall 110' that c m to th 
church and the chool today and cannot b hirk d or minimiz d. 

It is often aid that the longe t wa round i the hort t 
way home and in thi di cu ion ih Id aying i a pro pos. I 
might proc d dir ctly to di cu - what th bur h and h 1 
may do to develop moral per onality but I pr f r to achi my 
purpo e in a mor roundabout way. I want t mak plain what 
everybody knows but what "e are all apt to f rg t nam ly that 
the school and the church are not th nl • t ach r of th y ung, 
not the only mould r of moral or immoral per nality. Th 
movie, the ne ~ paper the go ip and tattl th~t go ~n perp tually 
in the hearing of the young, the hero-,v r hip which the d mi
gods of the ba eball, football and pugili tic , oriel in pire in the 
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brea ts of their fellows the dres , peech and manner of life of 
our mo t popular ocial leader , the con picuou wa te of our 
most extravagant pendthrift , the ideals and ambitions that in
spire our ablest men and women, the dominating personalities of 
public life,-all these ocial forces which are ceasele ly playing 
on young life and mouldin it, unconsciou ly, no doubt, but pro
foundly have, as we ay, a kick and a thrill and a drive in them 
which the moral le on of the weary teacher in the little red 
chool hou e or of the none too eloquen preacher in the pulpit 

can very eldom hav . The reate t ob tacle which organized 
religion and organized education meet in heir efforts to mould 
the chara.cters of the youno- toward moral end i not the innate 
badness of youno- human nature but the vulgarity, the lust, the 
extravagance, the elfi h reed, the corruption the mobminded
ne , the intolerant bigotry, the reckles di regard for la, the 
narrow materiali tic aims of that vague but real entity called 
the General Public. ight and day, summer and winter, year 
after year, the influence of the general public plays on the young 
mind urro-e ting, temptino-, excitin°, in inuating but only too 
seldom r training and di ciplining and , arning. 

E pecially along the e lines i the influence of the o-eneral 
publ • c today chilling and depre sing to any moral ideali m that 
the church and chool may try to awake 1 in the youno-. For ex
ample, the de ire for wealth may de lop ome of the per onal 
virtue which I have mentioned above, u h as courage. initiative, 
indu try and thrift, but ,:,, hen lt become extreme, as it tends to 
do, it make again t such per onal virtues as temperance and 
self-control and aaain t most of the social virtue already named. 
The wealth-lu t in America i the moral educator's crreate t ob
stacle. The glamor which the new papers have thrown around 
our millionaire , the pictures of their homes and weddings and 
co tume and ocial doing which the illu trated weeklie carry, 
the ight of their sumptuous automobile on the street the 
stories of their colossal gains on \\ all Street, the deference which 
communities pay to their highly successful money-makers, the 
\videspread feeling that if you cannot spend money freely you 
are a nobody-can we not ee hmv all the e things e~~cite the 
ima<Yination of the young and ea ily per uade them that to get 
money i far more important than to get ,,,i <lorn and under
standing? \~ hat are the ,vorldly reward of the cholar or the 
scientist or the artist in comparison with tho e of the successful 
business man? To expre contempt for uch men and women 
the word highbrow has been coined and the extent to which 
the word is used is an indication of the extent to which our 
cultural standards have been lowered by our wealth-lu t and our 
craving for conspicuous display. That explains why a class in . 
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the High School of a nei 0 hboring city vot d n t th qu ~ ti n: 
hould "e set a legal limit to th amount f w •alth anyon ~ nny 

accumulate? Th y explained to their t ach r that th "'v t <l n 
because they wanted the chanc to b c 111 ri h m n and w men 
which their parents and o-randparcn ha<l had. u h i • th 
ineyitable af!lhition of the young wh n the ::r a t I a ion [ 
their elders 1s to make 111011 y largely and p n l it fr I •. H w 
ca1; the still voice of a mora!it a e4'"P und cl 1 y '- I oorl. · 
paid teacher or preach r mal·e 1t elf h ard ami l th hund ·r 
applause with which the g n ral public gr th uc ·~ f uI 
money-mal er? The reward which moralit • ha t ff r are 
bound to seem to the youno- very oh r and dral and une.· ·itin 
in comparison with the popularity and pow r and 11a nifi c 11 • 
which vast wealth bring to mo t f ·t p ~ or ' . Th m ral 
educator , ill fight a hard uphill battI J n, a ur <Y •n ral 
philo ophy of life apprai e the m r a curnu1ati n f , • I h (, . 
it does today. 

Or again ho, can we be urpri ed at th rim ntation 
that i goino- on amono- th youn° f today ( ac ordino- to the 
estimony of such men a Judo-e Ben Lim.key) . Y11en he n w -

papers of our great cities print day after day in th • m t on-
picuou columns the stories of the s 1'" _ .-''P rim ntati n tha i. 

going on among their elder ? \\rhat .. ~01,mo- and curiou l .. L . n 
"ho turn over the page of the gre t dailic can fail to b fa
miliar with the progressive legalized p lygamy f th mo i 
stars. The e stories no doubt produce ha.me and cli:gtt. t among 
tbe more mature and sober-minded r ad r , but in min that 
are inexperienced and curiou and acr r f r thrill th T ma 
a waken very different r action . To the infid Ii i and 
experiment of the motion picture arti t w mu ~ add th • ug
gestions of the pictures them elves. E eryone knO\ how the 
reticences and modesties ·which u ed t 1~e 1 th A~-int r t in 
the background of life have b n torn awa ' b) th m ti n
picture. It need not be deni d that h .. ~-int r ·t wa n t :uf
ficiently recognized in th pa t by ducator par nt and pr ac~1-
ers and that in con equenc th yotma hav b n unduly k pt m 
ignorance of their own pow r an l need ~ but the 1111 tal· . of tl 
past are not rectifi d by hi ulgar layin bar of th pri a i 
of life before the curiou eye of children and ad 1 ent . Th 
ocalled legitimate drama and the e .. "--no _el hav al _a ld d 

their quota to this programme of eA,._ u er t1 n and x- tnnula
tion. The re ult of it all i that the ~ uno- arc 
far too soon and becau e of thi pr mature e pr 
easily excited impulse they find it mor difficult t . ubj ct h ir 
minds to the tamer experi nee of tudy and bu m and d -
mestic responsibilities. In all probability the ·ouna f today are 
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not a bit more highly sexed than their parent and grandparents 
were but the stimuli that pour in upon them from the new paper, 
the movie, the theatre and the novel awak n their ex-int rest 
too soon and make it more f everi h than it normall i when it 
is a wakened, as it ought to be, by the natural ripening of the 
bodily organism and the ocial natur . 

And, thirdly con id r what a di a trou handicap to the 
moral educator i the whole bu ine of law-hr aking and law
defying and la~ law-enforc ment and If-appointed law- n
forcers which hriek at u from our daily paper . Obedience 
to Ia, as an expr ion of th organized will of the community 
of which on i a member i an indi p n able part of ev r 
moral charact r. Thi obedienc to law i perf ctly con i t nt 
with an effort to get rid of bad law and to ecure better one ; 
neverth le obedience to i0 nificant law , o long a they are 
law i he v ry rea on for th i tenc of or aniz d political 
oci ty. It i th ta k of the moral ducat r t o rcome the 

merel in tinctive individuali m of the oung and train them 
for vital member hip in ociety and that job i hard enough under 
the b t circum tance but how immen ely mor difficult it be
come wh n the law of oci t) are flout d b , many of it mo t 
con picuou m mb r wh n th polic f rce \ ·ho function it i 
to enforce the la" connive at wrongdoincr for a hare of the 
profit of wrongdoing, when the bo tl r mak a fortun in 
a fe, y ar by hreaking the la\\, \\'l -n the enforcement of the 
law becomes o lax that ev n murd r r are ldom made to 
uff er th penalti which the la, lay down and when e e·n 

Go emor of state and member of the Federal cabinet u e 
their pri il ged po ition a lawmaker or law nforcer to def at 
the law by making mon y in ill gal way ? \Yhen the g neral 
public it lf i indiffer nt to law-flouting and law-breaking, ho\\ 
can we e .. ~pect the admonition and moral 1 on of the t acher, 
hO\-vever impres ively delivered, to be effective ,vith the average 
boy and girl? 

I have not thrust the e three pha e of our general ]if e upon 
your attention in any pirit of m re fault-finding or of hopele s 
pe simi m. Cen oriousne is one of my pet aver ion and I am 
not pes imistic about our future. I ha,e dwelt upon them be
cause we cannot di cu s int llig ntly the problem of the moral 
education of the young until we ee clearly what the moral edu
cator is up again t. He is not up again t an incurably bad human 
nature. Human nature never was, is not no, and never will be 
incurably bad. The altrui tic, the artistic, the intellectual and 
the religious impulses are ju t a natural and original to man 
as his egoistic and sensual impul es. \Vhat the moral educator 
is up against is a social environment which for historical, eco-
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nomic political and ocial rea on ju t n "T happ n to t'mul, te 
unduly the sen uou , H-a rtiv and nture.~ m ide f th 
nature of our young people. 

Confronted by thi ort of ,vorld wl at hould our pro ran me 
of moral education b ? "\Ve n ed n t far an kl f r an an-
' er. On uch et rnally important matt r a m raL w an 

add little to th wi dom of the anci nt . Ph r ic, and h mi tr 
and radio. an? all _the mechanical i_n • ntion f r nt y ar ha 
no fresh m 1ght mto the moral hf to off r u . \\ have not 
outgro, n and will not outgro v th \Yi l m ho k f tl 11 
Testament or the Ethic of ri totl . And th ·e ach u that 
moral education con i t . fir of all, in th in 1 cation f n ral 
habit . Long before childr n ar ld n ugh to hav n <Wt1 

h roe and lono- before th ir ocial natur . ha • b n ompl t ly 
awal ened, the can be trained to moral habits and attitudes 
which will erv a a ha i for th m r p r. nal m rality that 

ught to come lat r. H r i wh r O tr lllO( ·rn h Ill • training 
and di cipline ha e ear ai u 1: fall n d rn. \ • e ha" in f ·rr d 
that b cau the ari ocraci and th old fo rm f r ti i n to k 
ad "antaae of the pla tidly and pliability of childh od dncl y uth 
to inculcate habit , idea and .attitude that m r ly p q tuat d 
th d ad or d ing pa t we of the de1 o ratic \\' rld ( u1ht to 
leave our children entin ly fr t rrr ~ nd ~q 1- . . thcms l " . 
according to their own natural impul . t fi nd nt thing: f r 
th m elve and to make all th ir own moral choi ' . I oun 1 
lil .. e a liberal big-hea1ted and Iarg -mind d attitud . P • pl ar 
o afraid of bringing undue pre ure to h ar upon y mia Ii 

that th y of ten ref u e to brin an pr .·ure "hat v r t b ar. 
But no attitude could b mor un und p T h loo-1 ally r di . -
a rous morally. A well miaht a horticulturist r u t 
hi apple tree b cau e that , ·ould b t inter£ r wi h th 
of nature. As well might \\' comp 1 th child n to tart 
the race tarted int llectually mal· th ir own di c ri 
inventions as they go along and I am onl throurrh th ir 
rror and mi judgment . Ilut re don t d that in th int 11 tual 

world. They are the heirs of an th ag and w h Ip th m to 
nter into their heritao-e. T all h di c r ri . f ci n , all 

the inventions of mechanics, to all the comfort and luxurie of 
travel and home life ,ve introdu e th m a oon a w can. \\ h T 
then, should we refu e to hand on the moral e~~P ri n . f th 
past and allow the youna- to ro,\ up a thotto'h ten _thou and 
ears of historical life had taucrht the human race nothmg about 

living? It is the craziest idea, and the m t i!libe~al that any o
called liberal ever acted on. For und phy 1 logical r a on the 
elf-preservative or elfi h impul e are mor a~tive at th b. -

o-inning of human life than the ocial or moral m1pul and 1£ 
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the parents do not guide and mould the younO' lif the selfish 
impul e , ill cru h the ocial one when the time c m for the 
latter to rip n and be or anized into ~haract r. Th main moral 
ta k of par nt i to h lp th ir childr n to o-row out of th 
natural innoc nt elfi hn of childhood and become ocialized 
being , sen itive to the prai e and blam , th purp and value 
of their community. And the way to do it i to in i t on ob di-

nce, to make plain to them that th y may not hav all their 
natural de ire crav f r, t make them hare their ble ing 
with other t nforce r ularit in the performanc of life' 
bodily function t mak them re pon ible a the grow old r 
for the faithful Pe ution of ome daily ta k, to t ach th m to 
r p ct tho wh ar mor e .. pperi need than th m lv and at 
v ry onward p of the way, to brin h me to th m that th 

are m mber of a community and that their lif can b ucce fu] 
and hap1 ~ on] a th y mak th o- od of th community a r al 
part of their own oal. 

~ 11 th • • • • 11 • } rr o-

a th C 

ha 1 l pl g 
I> rtl J " d 
boclil • rv 1r h alth 
n w h 1,; • f all the 
brilliant adv f • inc and surg vith the 

ld moral h'- a liz the natt chil n 
• p 1ti 1uat cl. e, -

nt or et punctual , 
c of f ch imple 

h th o a f mu t 
ill d into our r apable of a 

dramatic conver ion- lono- b are abl to 
make a per onal ch at allino- or prof ion or 
er ic they ar to • to. If childr n grow up 

without them it i th par nt r t ach r and not 
their own. 

In th cond place, moral ducati n in the actual 
experiencino- of ocial r lation and of f that ac-
compan them. In later Ii£ men and w 1 t gether 
in the chool tore factory, f undr r rai 10- h u e 
labor union, h pital, ci il ervice, cou e tive hall, 
an11 and na y and in all t rm • li 
ne d control of temper habit f oli id 
willin ne to giv and take, n of and a capacity 
for t am play, readine to lead or follm a circum lane re-
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quire, loyalty along , ith the right of fr e cntic1 m and an in
telliaent appreciation of the ocial value of the er ice rendered. 

Now, "_e can never train boy and girl int tho irtuc by 
merely talkmg about them. Th y mu et he inn r f el f th m 
in actual experience. They mu t Hv .. 1 a ociat d Ii f not it 
the economic and pol" tical group to "hid th . wil later· 1 elono
but in the recreational and ocial roup whi 1 ar b c min ' 
more and more POJ?Ular today uch a the Boy ut . th Girl 
Scouts, self-governmg club , team for th ari u cram relio-i
ou s?c}etie , etc. . If .:ital member_ hip in grou1 i the p-r "at 
morahzmg agency m hfe, a 1d I b heve it i. then all tho o -
g~nized n ov !1 ~nt amor g the youna- hav, imm n m ral ig-
111:ficance. . \~ 1thm the _e group . the need for th m t pa rt tt-i 
ame quahhes they will ne d m the mor riou roup they 

mus enter later on. They learn in play the ame ocial at itud 
that they m 1 t have in ,vork. For play • mor ha.n r er ti 11; 

it is initiation into co-operative eff rt a1 d th harin o a hrou1 
mind. It i more than phy ical e ... rci e or kill i1 a o-am ; i i 
the training of the will to face difficult ob, tade in t ad f f 1-
lmdng the line of least re i tance.. nd ,:\1 hen a i the ca witl 
the Boy Scout , the recreational group i not merel., ]ocal bt t 
national and int rnational and the cout ha , the cling f mem
ber hip it a \vorld-wide oro-anization, th ocia] an l moral vah 
of uch membership i greatly enhanced. o gr at r 11 i take 
wa made by our Puritan ancestors than their failnr 1. . th 
value of well--organized play a a moralizin~ a 1 l . o ializi1w 
agency. You cannot moralize boy and gir1 , a th ) bought t 
do, by mere repr ion or by th incu1 a io 1 f moral . pr cep 
al01 e. The be t preparation for moral parti ipation in ocial 
econon ic and political relation lat r on i the livino- .'"peri nee 
of member hip in recreational and otl er crroup in arly life. 

Finally, though the inculcation of moral pr c pt and thi al 
truths i not the mo t vital part of moral educati n, it i ill a 
real part. :Mere idea e en though th y l m ral id a ne d 
not issue in conduct. At the be t they uo-a t and auid onduct 
rather than inspire it. But even to uga t and o-uide c n luc i 
a crood deal and the per i tent pre ntati 1 m ral id a in th 
home and the school doe provide the ., ·otmo- with a tandard by 
which they can e timate the n oral worth of. th i_r o,;rn ~nd other 
people' conduct. E peciaHy i ucl achmg 1111pr 1 \\ h n 
it is presented in connection , ith the Ii Te • of gr ~t 1!1 ral h roe • 
Probably the greate. t n oral a et any natw_n ha 1 . 1t ur _at m n 
and ,vomen, living and d ad. 1 he moral hf heroically It ed by 
ome one individual i the mo t eloquent ermon on mor?l valu. 

that can ever be pr ached to the young. ·\braham. Lmcoln 1s 

\ orth more to us than a cartload of textbook on ethic • \\ a h-
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ington is a greater inspiration to patrioti m than a thousand 
fourth of July orations. Jesus Chri t is worth more to the world 
morally than all the theologies, fundamentalist or modernist, that 
have grO\vn up around him. The greate t teacher of morality 
in a school or a college is the teacher who e o,\!n life is the mo t 
conspicuous embodiment of moral principle and the next be t i 
the one , ho can interpret in the most moving and per uasive 
way the heroic element in the live of the great national leaders. 
\Ve can teach mathematic and logic b mean of ab tract ym
bol , but not moral . On may read in the book on painting 
until he knm, all the point in a good picture and the names 
and tyle of all the greater painter but if, , -hen he tand 
before a real painting hi own emotional nature make no re-
pon e to its app al, hi readino- ha been of little avail. So in 

moral . The b t te t of one' moral education i not whether 
he can pa s an examination on thic but wheth r he can thrill 
to a genuinely heroic life and carry some of the hero's inspira
tion into hi own conduct. Here there i an immen e fi ld for 
the t acher and preacher in the moral ducation of the _ oung: 

o one race ha had a monopoly of moral heroes nor is the value 
£ a h ro confined to his mvn people. 1 he ,vorld lie b f r the 

moral teach r :vhere to choo e. Hi bu ine s i to choo e tho e 
to \i hom he himself make the most movinfJ'' re pon e and th n 
to make them o Hve before the eyes f hi pupil that the "ill 
f el the grandeur of moral personality and have th ir y uthful 
capacity for hero-v,rnr hip and discipleship kindled into life and 
vio-orou activity. A mora] maxim or fomm]a i oft n a inef
fective a a shell that fail to explode, but the same moral truth 
made triking and gloriou in a human life, not seldom breaks 
throu h the cru t of indifference hake the oul of youth to 
it depth and ttmmon it to a heroic battle for truth or ju tice 
or beauty. 

Po ibly some of you may think that I have b en too broad 
and g neral in my treatment of this great theme and that I should 
have given far more time to the topic di cus ed in the last few 
pages. I can only reply that the moral education of the young, 
as I see it, cannot be treated apart from the particular social 
setting in which they live or apart from the gen ral philo ophy 
of life that i acted out by the older people of the community 
to which they belong. 1:y trong conviction is that the greatest 

. need in moral education in A~erica today is a saner, quieter, 
more contemplative, more socialized philosophy of life than that 
on which mo t of us grown-ups are now acting. 
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ORG IZED RELIGIO~ T A. ""D ,~~ RLD E_ :E. 

An Addre s Deli ered in M ad ville Mar h 9 1 S1r. on h . di 1 

Ballou Foundati n. 

By Rabbi Abba Hill 1 ii r f Cle Teland, hio. 

The ta k of tabli hin<Y in ernational 
for the perpetuation of uch a p a • 
organized religion. onl) becat 
preme ethical pro · decid dl , , l 
church and ynag but a] -o l 
claim to ha e co th world 

d th • 
cial 

Heretofore p ac ha n an i leal ab racti 
church-by church o co m an chur h an 1 . . :1 

e ery other form of organized relio-i n-ha h en 

th 

peak of it a an ultimat desideratum} a conditi n b 
d ired but o far removed a t be b y nd th .. c of practical 
and immedia e concern., But nece iL) and the t t a 
two or three generations have thru t thi a t the 
realm of Realpolitik and ha e turned it into 1 mg 
and perple ~ing problem of the day. 

The church todav i confronted with a ch • 
sume one of hvo r61es-the one of lead r hi n 
piou irrele ancy. The church mu decide ,vh a 
vindicate it hi toric claim to be the p acema , d 
and ao-gres ivel • to lead 111 • on<Y th hard-and it w • 
a hard-road to peac will a: h • , 
cautiou than courageou wd than u 
enter the ar na of truggl • • • . hani~al 
repetition of it age-old e~ h and o-ood ~ ·111. 
Upon the deci ion of the chur h h ' two r j} • it 
mean to a ume, d pend , i 1 a tar future attitud 
of thinking men and worn n t wa 1. 

In the past the church ali 1 • 
million of men bccau e of i 
nomic and indu trial adju t 
condition of life. The church ma in 
millions if it remains sil nt n in 
For thinking men and \ ·on ti 
in titution whose in piration i ., f h 
and , hose will is atrophi d; an in. tituti n 1 m n . 
turn for guidance and in pi ration in th· t 111 an 1 hara mg 
emergencies of their ocial • n 
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It is m firm conviction that the church will a ume leader
ship in the \VOrk of e tabii bing international peace only when , 
it will tran c nd the tate. In th Middle \ 0 e th chur h com
peted with the tate. It laid claim to ultimate ov reignt in both 
temporal and piritual affair . The church in i ted upon the 
identity of piritual and civil power~ and ough t tabli h it If 
a th upreme political arbit r. 0 f cour it failed, a it , a 
de tined to fail. It wa well that it did fail, for t mporal power 
inevitably corrupt pi ritual pm er, and enfeebles it. 

\Yith the Reformation the a cer d ncy of he tate began. In 
the truggle betw en church and tate he late merg d tri
umphant. The accent \Ya placed upon national autonomy and 
ultimat ly upon national lf-con ciou ne . Thi r ulted in two 
thing : Fir t, the tate wa pr umed to be moral1y self-sufficient. 
Public mora1ity wa not nece arily coterminou with private 
morality. The tat alone was he ource and criterion of national 
ethic . econdly, the church having lo t the role of competitor, 
a umed the role of all . It became a tate a(Yency and thi con
d. ion has continued o our mvn day. 

In many countne , the church is ither an outriaht tate
church or r ceives it ubvention from the tat . Even in dem
ocracie , here the church doe not receive financial support from 
the tate it ha so completely yi lded it. elf up to the p litical 
philo ophy of the tate that it i content in mo t in tances to 
underwrite th policie and program of th tat . If a tate 
dec1are war the church will sanction it or condone it. If the 
tate ngao-e in imperiali tic expan ion and exploitation, th 

church will ither endor e the act or, in pu illanimous worldli
n , r main ilent. 

In thu becomino- a tool of the tate, the church has lo t, to a 
great -tent, it piritual authority and it piritual influ nee. 

long a the church doe not r· e ab ve the tate-not in 
the n e of endeavoring to ma ter it or to control its political 
f rtune but in the en e f freeing it lf from an alirnment 
which carries ;vith it the endors ment of the tate' political pur
po and pro rams- o Ion will peace, the traditional and 
a o,,~ d ideal of the church, remain an abstraction. During the 
la t war every church became a state church. The hri tian 
church in Germany wa German fir t and nly econdarily, and 
b a ·wide tretch of the imao-ination, Chri tian. nd that wa 
true of alma t all churches of Christendom and all ynaO'oo-ue 
of Jewry. The churches proved to be local shrine where triba1 
deitie ere wor hipped. 

Nm religion i international in the fine t and truest sense of 
that word. It i not oppo ed to nationali m but it overleaps it. 
It does not concern itself with nationalism. It concerns itself 
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not , ,ith the tempora11 political uni of m n, bu with man 
him elf and with mankind. It oe be ·ond ra and r -I and 

ov rnmental boundarie . It domain "i the world of c 111111011 

human need and a piration , of ju tice and peace a1 d holin 
It empire i of the univ r al spirit. 

\Vhen reli 0 -ion peak of th e ba ic things it voi i Ii n d 
to and men obey. But when it lo e 1 ow1 pr ph tic v i and 
becom an echo of tl e tate, of in<rrown nationali m, or of 
radicali m, it cea es to b a for e in the " 1+ f human r -
habilitation. 

The church mu t be the g 1icl , the critic anc th 
he tate, not it tool and it propao-an 1a hann 1. I 

be abl to render two di inct crvic to th can of p a . 

r of 
h n 

l t Yill b in a po iti n to creat a r al t mp ram nt f r 1 a 
a ''peaceful frame of mind", a will t p ac . P ac i. 1 a1 o-
0 ether a qu tion of economic . T ati n do not malp war or 
e tabli h peace prompted olely by economic urg n i .~. Jan 
doe not live by bread alone and nati n do not wag ·ar f r 
br ad alone. Many oth r factor , p • holo~i al a Hl hi t ri L 
nt r into every situation. If religion an fre it cl from th 
hack! which in the pa t hav tied it to the organi m w can 

the tate, if relio-ion can be it elf again, ind p nd nt trn t it 
own in piriting mi ion peaking fearl ~ ly and pa . i nateiy, it 
can et about kindling the ima0 foation f mankind "·ith th id ·al 
of peace. It can fire the oul , f m 11. It one_. ct armic. in 
motion, cru ading to the Holy Land b soving a 0 -Io 'itw rn tic 
fer or amono- men for that land. If reliaion can h c m im
perial again, utterino- it own rev fation-, it can imbue m n an l 

omen , ith a pa ionate, ard nt love for p ac . I will touch 
and con crate the o 11 of routh Yith the mat chl i , a] f 
peace. It \\ ill r ate a , 1 i1l to peac ! 

vVhenever the state will declare a D fens Day rganized 
r lioion will declare a Peace Da . \Vh ne er the tate will de
clare a Navy Day or anized reli;,.ion ·ill d clar _a_ \Y _rl? ttrt 
Day. ,vhenever the tate through a aroup of p httcal 1lht rat .. 
will hurl a gratuitous and unwarrant d i1 . ult at a fri nclly na -ion 
like Japan, organized relio-ion will d clar tha_t day a ?~pr. of 
national mourninO' e en a it wa a dav of national hum1hat1011 
for Japan. Thus ago-res ively and per ua iv Jy orcraniz d r lirrio 1 

will create a peace doO'ma amon . n en and a n ':~ a r . 111 n ... 
This is the fir t service which th church will b m po 1t10n 

to render. The other er ice i th focu ino- f h att nti n f 
men upon the machhzer1• for eff c ino- peace. I i no n u, h to 
cry peace, peace, when ~there i no p ace. The chu~c!1 m t call 
the attention of men to the agencie , hO\~ e er pro 1. 1onal, hm ·
ever rudimentary, which promi e to bnng p ac 1£ only one 
tep, nearer. 
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No people will disarm unle and until it feel it 1f ecure. 
Back of all int rnational competitiv armament is fear, fear of 
aggre ion, fear of being unable to r i t agcrr ion. htil the 
nation of the world are a ured of a competent international 
agency which will protect them acrain t unju tified and udd n 
aggre ion they will not, they cannot, they hould not di am1. 

The church mu t be on the alert to di cover and, if nece ary, 
to bring into cxi tence uch an ag ncy. If the e .... i ting League of 

ation i inad quate or if in our country it doc not m to 
answer all our r quir ment th n the church mu t turn to other 
agencie or mu t devi e them. There hould b no h itancy on 
th part of the church at the pre ent tim to ndor e the \Vorld 

ourt and to invok th con cience of th Nmerican people in 
it b half. Thi accompli hed let th church advanc to the next 
tation on the wa to the ultimate oal I adino-, not followincr a 

church militant and ad, nturou not timid and bat d and wi tful. 
Thi proo-ram which I have briefl.. outlin cl i not an a y 

proo-ram. It i .. Ttr mely difficult. hri tianit) mu t ori nt it elf 
anew. hri tianity b aan it career pr achin(T pacifi m. t the 
b h t of mpir, it abandoned th id a] of pacifism. It gained 
in pr ti , but lo t in lea ler hip. 

It may w 11 be that pacifi m i an idea] not adapted to the 
\\ e t rn \Yorld. Pacifi m is after all the religion of the piritual 
elite, th ari tocraq of aiotline s and h , re tern \,\ orld has 
not produc d a uffici nt number of su h . ain .y ul to b a 
determining influ nee in the affair of the world. The \Ye tern 
temp ram nt eems to be acti i tic. 1 he \Y t rn mind b lie e 
in proo-re and alvation through combatino- evil. It pr fer 
acti e r i lance to activ or pa ive non-re i tance. 

Furthermore the pacifi tic and communi tic thic of primi
ti e hri tianit was for a world in extremis a world ab ut to 
end in catacly m, to be miraculou l r con truct d on a cheme 
of ab olute p rf ection. Evolution ha upplanted e chatology in 
our day o that the anci nt indurate code i not fit for a world 
progre in by evolutionary rather than revolutionary stages. 

If thi i true, th n hri tianity ou ht to take cognizance of 
thi fact of racial p ychology and hi t rical ci nc and adju t 
it elf to it. It hould urr nd r in th ory what it ha been com
p lled to .. urrcnder in fac . It hould proclaim an activi tic pro
gram of ocial reaeneration th r by a ing it l f from that 
spiritual dichotomy, the glarino- contra t betw n prof e ion and 
practice, , hich ha heretofore tultified it will. 

J udai m face another difficult . The ynagogue a an or
ganization has played a very mall role in bringing about world 
peace. The Jew, the , orld o er i prayerfully • arning for 
peace. o nation suffers as much from war a does the Jew. 
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\\'itne ·~ th tragedi which the la ... ·t war br mo-ht tc hi~ door. 
J udajsm. too. ha a marveHou tradition of p ac whi h wa ... ii r:t 
fa hioned in the oul • of it· gr at ecr:. Y t th ., J w i so 
ituated in the world, and hi po ition i. ·o in ecur . that in .·ome 

land he must p rforce r frain from aggr i work in behalf of 
peace le t hi inc r and arne t end a or · h intcrpr t d by 
his enemie and traduc r a manife tation f di loyalty and 
trea on. The Je·w ha b en compelled in .. elf def n e to h ., wary 
le t hi devotion to the can. of peac bring uffcrino- and disa
bilitie upon him. 

The Jew, howev r, mu t realiz that thi i hi • and 
hi cro,, n and hi immortalit •. lt i onlv bv uch it nc • 
of pirit that he can vindicat hi claim ·to ; eparat x1 tenc •. 
and to hi profe ed prophetic mi .. ion. If hi rol i to b th • 
role of a prophet, then he mu t ·ubmit to the tribulation which 
fall to the hare of the proph t. The Jew mu t redi cover hi · 
prophetic voice and at the co t of being mi under. t od, of being
maligned of being damned a a traitor, he mu t peak his oul. 
·'Peace, peac , unto tho e that are near and unto tho. e that arc 
far off." 

Christian and Jew alike 11 tL t rem mh r that p ace will n t 
come as a radiant maiden bearing gifL ~ Peac will come. if it 
ever come at aU, a a man of sorrow , pat upon and mock d. 
Like unto every great ideal of mankind peace mu t fir t travel 
the thorny road of fru tration. defeat and orrow re it can 
reach the goal of con ummatiun and triumph. Herein is th 
challenge to heroic d ed and acrificial 1oyalty. Herein li .~ th 
redemptiv mini.. try of organiz ! reliai n in the world t day. 
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Organized Religion and World Peace 
RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER of CIHelaad. Ohio 

THE task of e. tabli bing.· international peace and 
the machinery for the perpetuation of such a 
peace i an especial ehalleno-e to organized 

religion. Not only because peace i e sentially fl 

·upreme ethical problem, decidedly within the social V 
proO"ram of church and synagoa-ue, but also becau, 
every great religion claims to have come into the 
world to effect peace. 

Heretofore peaee has been an id al ab traction~ 
<1nd the chureh-by cbureh o:f course I mean church 
and ynagogne and every other form of' or(J'anized 
reli!rion-has been content to peak of it as an 
ultimate de ideratnm, a ,condition highly to be desired 
but o far removed as to be beyond the pale of 
practical and immediate concern. But necessity and 
the events of the Jast two or three 0 enerations have 
thru t thi. abstraction into the realm of realc 
politique and ha.ve turned it into the mo t pressing 
anq. perplexing p,roblem of the day. 

he hurch todav i onfronted with a hoic) of 
role "' . It can a sume one of two role -the one ,,f 
leadership or the one of pious irrelevancy.) The -
£•hur h mu ·t decide whether it mean. to vindicate its 
hi toric claim to be the peacemaker of the world and 
ag,O'ressh ely to lead mankind along the l1ard-and it 
will be a bard-road to peace, or whether it will a 
heretofore more autiou than ourageou.'. more 
. brewd than wLe, refu. e to enter the arena of struggle 
and content it elf with the mechanical repetition of 
its a{re-old exhortations to peace and (J'ood wiJl. 
Upon the decision of the church a to which of the 
two roles it means to assume depenrls in a lar<re 
measure the future attitude of thinkiua men and 
women towards the church. 
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In the past the church ali .. enated the loya.lty and 
devotion of million of men because of its refusal to 
participate in the economic and industrial adjustment 
made necessary by the new conditions of life. The 
church may aO'ain forfeit the loyalty of millions if ~t 
1emain ilent now on thi inescapable moral i u . 
For thinking men and women must ultimately turn 
from an in titution whose inspiration is solely of the 
past and in the past and whose will is atrophied· an 
institution to which men cannot turn for guidanc 
and inspiration in the troublin cr· and hara ing 
emcrO'eneie of their ocial existence. 

It i. my firm conviction that the church will 
a ume leader hip in the work of establishing 
international peace only wl1en it will transcend the 
tate. In the l\liddle A~es the church competed with 

the tate. It laid claim to ultimate overeignty in 
hoth temporal and piritual affair. . The church 
in i ·t d upon the identity of . piritual and civil power. 
and . ou00ht to esta.bli h itself a the upreme politi al 
arbiter. Of course it failerl. a1 it \Vas destined to 
rail. It was well that it did fail for temporal power 
inevitably corrupts ·piritnal power and enfeebles it. 

,vith the Reformation the as endan ~7 of the tate 
began. In the strug0le between linrch and . tate the 
tate emerwed hi 1mphant. The accent wa placed 

upon national autonomy and ultimately upon national 
. e]f-con ciousne . Thi. ie ulted in two thin 00s: First. 
the . tate. pre urned to be morally self- ufficient. 
Public morality wa. not ne e sarily coterminous with 
privat morality. The tate alone i. the source and 
rriteriou of national ethic. . Secondlv the church 
lrnvinO' lo t. the role of competitor a .. u~ed the role of 
an~". It became a tate agency and this condition ha 
·ontinued to our own day. 

In many countri~ the hnrrh i either an outright 
. tate-clmrch or receive. it. ubvention from the state. 
Even in democra ies where the bur h doe not re eive 
financial support from the tate it has ~o completel, • 
~1ielded it elf up to the political philo. ophy of the 
~tate that it i ontent in most instances to underwrite 
the policie and programs of the state. If a state 
de lares war tl1e hurch will anction it or condone it. 
If the state engage in imperialistic expansion and 
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exploitation, the church will either endorse the act. 
or, in pusillanimou world.line remain ilent. 

In thus becoming a tool of the tate, the •hurch 
has lost, to a great extent, its piritual authority and 
its piritual influen e. 

A long a the church does not ri e a hove the . tMe 
-not in the en e of endeavo1 in to master it or to 
control it political fortune. , but in the sense of 
freeing it If from an alignment whi h earrie with 
it the endor ement of it political purpo eR and 
pro~rams-so long will peace, the raditional and 
avowed ideal of the church, remain an abstraction. 
During the la. t war every church became a state 
hurch. The hristian chur ·h in Germany wa. 

German first and only . e ondarily and by a wide 
tiet h of the imagination Chri tian. An l that wa. 

true of almo. t all churches of Christendom and all 
synaaouue. of Jewry. The chur he proved to he 
local . brine where tribal deitie ,,ere wor. hipped. 

Now religion is international in the fine t and 
truest sen. e of that ·wor,d.. It is not opposed to 
nationalism; it overleap it. It doP: not one m , / 
itself with nationalism. It e,oncerns it~ elf not with V 
the temporary political units of men, but with man 
him.self and with mankind. It go s be)rond race an<l 
creed and governmental boundarie. . Its domain i 
the world of common hnman needs and aspiration . . 
of justi e and pea e and holine . . It empir i. of 
the nniver. al spirit. 

V\1'11en reli<>'ion speak of these ba ic thin~. its voi e 
is Ii. tened to and men obey. But when it lose. it. . / 
own prophetic voice and becomes an e ho of the state V 
of ingrown nationali. m~ or of raciali m, it rease, to 
be a force in the work of human rehabilitation. 

The church must be the guide, the critic and the 
ren or of the state, not its too] and it. propa~anda 
hannel. It l\ill then be able to render two distinet 

services to the cau e of peace, 

It will be in a position to create a real temperament 
for peace, a '' peaeeful frame of mind ', a will to J 
pea e. Peace is not altouether a question of economics. 
Natio11 do not make war or establi h peace prompte(l 
. olely by economic urgencie . Ian does not live by 
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bread alone and nations do not wage war for bread 
alone. Many other factors, psychological and 
historical, enter into every situation. , f religion can 
free itself from the shackles which in the past have 
tied it to the organi m we call the state, if religion 
can be it elf again, independent, true to its own 
inspiritin(J' mission speakino- fearle~ly and passion• 
ately, it can set about kindling the imagination of 
mankind with the ideal of peace. It can fire the 
souls of men. It once set armies in motion, crusading 
to the Holy Land by sowing a glowing mystic fervor 
amonO' men for that land. If religion can become 
imperial aO'ain, uttering it own revelations, it can 
imbue men and women with a pa ionate, ardent love 
for peace. It will touch and consecrate the ouls of 
youth with the matchless idefll of peace. It will 
create a will to peace ! 

Whenever the state will leclare a Defense Day, 
organized religion will declare a Peace Day. Whenever 
the state will declare a Navy Day, organized relhrion 
will declare a World Court Day. Whenever the state, 
throu 0 h a O'roup of political i1literates, will hurl a 
0>ratuitous and un" arranted insult at a friendly 
nation like Japan, organized religion wilJ declare that 
day a. day of national mourning, even a'" it was a day 
of national humiliation for Japan. Thus aggressively 
and persuasively organized religion will create a pe8Cle 
dogma amoncr men and a new saerameut. 

Thi. is the first service which the church will he 
in position to render. 'I he other service is the focusin~ 
of the attention of men upon the· machinery for 
effecting peace. It is not enough to cry peace, peace 
l\.,.hen there i no peace. The church must call the 
attention of men to the agencies however provisional, 
however rudimentary, which promise to 'brinO' peace, 
if only one step, nearer. 

~o people will dLarm nnle. and until it feel 
itself secure. Back of all international competitive 
armament is fear, fear of aO'O'ression fear of being 
unable to re ist aggression. Unt.il the nations of the 
,vorld are assured of a competent international agency 
wl1ich wiJl protect them aO'ainst unjustified and sudden 
aggre, ion they will not they cannot► they should not 
d~rm. • 

The church mnst be on the alert to discover and, 
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if necessary, to bring into existence such an agency. 
If the exi tinO' Leag·ne of . ation. he ina l q uate 01· 

if in our om try it eem not tl an,· wer all om 
requirements then the church mu t turn to other 
agencies or devise them. There should be no he itancv 
on the part of the church at the pre ent time t~ 
en<lo~ e the ,v orld Court and to invoke the on. cience 
of the .American people in it. behalf. This a )ffi

p1ished, let the chur h advance to the next . tation 
on the way to th ultimate goal, leading, not followiug, 
a church militant and adventnron , not timid an 1 
bn t ed and wistful 

This proO'ram which I have briefly outlined j, not 
a11 ea. y program. It i. extreme 1. difficmlt. Christianity 
mu. t reorfontate it. elf anew. Christianity be.~an it. 
career preaching pacifi. m. At the behe. t of em pi re 
it abandoned the ideal of paeifi. m. It gained in 
prestiO'e, but lost in leadership. 

It may well be that pa ifism i an ideal not 
adapted to the Western. World. Pacifism i. after 
all the reliafon of' the spiritual elite,. the ari. tocrnry 
of saintline s, and the We tern Wo:rld ha not 
produced a sufficient number of sueh saintly . onJ. to 
be a determinino- influence in the affairs of the world. 
The '\Vestern temperament s em, to be activi ti . 1 he 
We tern mind believe. in pro, -re. and . alvntion 
throuO'h om bating evil. lt pirele1"'8 ncth e re. istanre 
to a~tive or passive non-resistance. 

Furthermore, the pacifi tic and ommuni. ti· ethi s 
of primitiv~ Christianity wa" for a world in 
extremi ' a. world about to end in cata lysm to he 
mira nlou ly reconstrufted on a scheme of ab. ·ol t 1tr 
perfection. Evolution has "upphmted e hatolo,..., in 
onr day . o that the an ient indnrate code i not fit 
for a world pro&re int-I by evolutionary rath~r than 
revolutionary stages. 

If tbi be true, then Chri tjaniV ouc,ht to tnkr, 
coonizance of thi. faet of ra ial psy hology ancl 
hi . torical . eien e and adju t itself to it. It should 
.. urrender in theory what it ha been compeJlect to 
, urrender in fact. It should proclaim an aeti vi. tir 
proO'ram of so ial reO'eneration, thereby saving it elf 
from tha.t spiritual dichotomy the g'laring contrast 
beh\.-'een profe. sion and prartice, which has heretofore 
stultified it~ will. 
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Judai m faces another difficulty. The synagogue 
as an organization has played a very small role in 
bringing about world peace. The Jew, the world over, 
i. prayerfully yearnina for peace. o nation suffers 
a much from war a doe the Jew. Witne~ the 
traO'edies which the la t war brought to his door. 
,J ndaism, too, ha. a marvelou tradition of peace which 
was fir t fa hioned in the ouls of it !!reat seer . 
Yet the Jew i so situated in the world and his 
position i. o in e ure that in some land he mu. t. 
perforce refrain from ago-re ive work in behalf of 
peace le t hi. sincere and earne t endeavor be 
interpreted by hi. enemies and traducers a. 
manifestations of di. loyalty and treason. The Jew 
ha been compelled in . elf-defense to be wary lest his 
devotion to the cau e of peace bring suffering and 
di abilitie upon l1im. 

The Jew, however, mu t realize that thi is hi. 
ero s and hi crown and his immortality. It is only 
by such independence of spirit that he can vindicate 
hi. laim to a separate existence, and to his profe sed 
prophetic mi sion. If his rol,e is to be the role of a 
prophet then he must submit to the tribulations which 
fall to the hare of the prop bet. he Jew must 
redi cover his prophetic voice and at the co t of bein~ 
mi understood , of beiu(J' maligned, of being damnerl 
a. traitor he mu. t speak his soul. '' Peace, peace, 
unto tho e that are near and unto those that are far 
off.' 

Chri tian and ,Jew alike must remember that peare 
will not come a a radiant maiden bearing oift. . 
P(la •(l will rome, if it ever ciome at all. a. a mnn of 
. orrow, ~ . pat upon and mo ked. Like mto every 
gr at ideal of mankind, peace mu t first travel thE> 
thorny road of frustration defeat :md . orrow er it 
ean reach the ~oal of consummation and triumph. 
Herein is the ha ll(lnge to heroic deed. and saerificia 1 
lo:valty. Herein lie. the redemptiv mini~try of 
organized relfoion in th world today. 
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