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Among the social forces whioh influence 

American life there is none more pervasive or more continuous 

or stronger in its cumulative effect than the press. The 

American public is a reading public. The American does not 

always read intelligently or discriminatingly, but he reads 

voraciously. I understand that there are in this land some 

2,300 dailies, and some 14,000 weeklies, and numerous other 

periodicals which are rushed from our printing pres es to 

meet this great demand for reading matter on the part of the 

Amerio&n public. 

The census shows that the daily circulation 

ot the big ne spapere in the l.arge oitiee only exceeds forty 

million. The newspaper ie the '~ado mecwn'--the daily 

companion of the American citizen. He reads it in the 

morning. he reads it in the evening, he reads it on Sunday. 

In tact, in the vast majority of cases the newspaper is the 

only reai.i.ng matter of the average American, supplemented 

from time to time by some popular eeltly or monthly. 

To the ne spaper the American turns for all 

his information--local, national, international. It is his 

window upon lite. All the events of his own community are 

served up to him dail7 in all their variet7 and colorfulness, 

vividly and dramatioall7. .ver7 department of life is 

caused to pass before hie inquisitive eye. 1he social life. 

the business activities, the political occurrences, crime, 

_____, ___ epor:I. amuaemen'---ege17th1zag ia preaente4 to him through the 
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medium ot his newspaper. The events of other cities 

ot other lands are brought to him through the register and 

record ot his paper. 

In other ords. the newspaper touches the 

mind at almost every point, and it would be amazing, there

fore, it this omnipresent, persistent, oircumambient agency 

did not very forcibly influence the thought, the life of the 

American people. However lightly one may bold a ne spaper, 

no one, in the long run, can escape its influence. The 

newspaper is the greatest agency which we have for the 

dissemination of information, true or false; for the setting 

up of standards. right or wrong; for the correction or 

perversion of public taste, and for the molding of public 

opinion. And in a democrac7. the newspaper is paramount. 

It is not the fourth estate; it is the first estate. In a 

democrac7 hose political institutions are ultimately in the 

control ot the people; in a democracy where issues and 

candidates and legislation and things of vital moment are 

presented annually for the judgment and the decision of the 

eleotorate,--issues which sometimes reach don to the very 
. 

roots of the people's lite.--in a democracy where the success 

of the whole experiment of government depends upon the 

Judgment, the enlightenment, the sound and sane thinking o~ 

the people,--in a democrac7 the kind ot newspaper which a 

cit7, or the kind of newspapers which a countr7 has, is a 

matter of lite and death aeriouanea■• 

ftlia agenc7, therefore, can beoome a great 
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national asset or a great national liabilit7. This agency 

oan become a force for great good or a force tor great evil. 

Thie agenc7 should be welcomed, but we should guard ourselves 

against it in proportion to its beneficent influence or its 

malevolent influence. 

Bow, hich is it? i'he American press--is it 

helpful or harmful? ell, there seems to be a decided 

difference of opinion on this subject. Professor Ross, of 

isconsin, calls the press of our great metropolitan cities 

our "reptile press." In books like that of Sinclair--"The 

Brass Check," our newspapers are weighed in the balance and 

found wanting on every score and on every ootlllt. The news

paper is accused of mendacity, of vulgarity, of the perversion 

of the truth, ot the suppres ion ot t uth, of the dissemina-

tion ot halt-truths or whole lie . 1'he ne spaper is pointed 

to as the greatest sillgle menace in American life today. 

Professor Lloyd, a disinterested scientist, 

writing in the American Journal of Sociology about newspaper 

conscience, says: "Toda7, when business and leisure, political 

parties and society, are all in their several ways dependent 

on the press, does the press occup7 a position of real 

respect! It is accepted. It is quietly, almost insidious-

17 influential. But ie it truetedY Is it suspected ot high 

purposes, of honesty and independenoe, of devotion to truth 

and justice, ot anything suggesting moral aggression or 

adventure? 

negatively." 

• 
e have to answer," he concludes," on the whole. 
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Clearly, then, the American press ie not 

beyond reproach. What are its faults? And in speaking of 

the faults and deficiencies of the American press. let me 

sa7 at the outetart that it is far superior, in almost every 

respect, to the English press, to the French press, or to 

an7 ·Continental press. It is, in the m&in, more upright, 

more honest, less subservient to extraneous influences than 

the press of Europe. 

The first indictment which is frequently made 

against the American press is its commercialism. Frankly, I 

do not regard this as a serious indictment. I have long 

accepted the faot--most thinking men have--that a newspaper 

is a business enterprise, just like any other .business 

enterprise; that a newspaper is in business for what any 

other business is in businees--for profit. It oan serve the 

public in the performance of its business duties and enter

prises the better. but its primary concern is a business 

concern. 

There are, of course, here and there, rare 

spirits, great souls who go into newspaper work for the sake 

of a gre~t ideal. who want to expound or champion some great 

cause. These people are, of course, the salt of the earth. 

~ey are the leaders and the social prophets. But the 

average newspaper man--and they are average--does not seek 

the orown of martJrdom and does not enter this economic 

enterprise ohietl71 principally or primarily tor the sake of 

expounding an ideal or championing a oauae, but tor the sake 

_,_ 
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o t making money. 

This being the case, the owner--! speak now 

of the owner because the editor does not oount. 1'here ere 

daya when the editor was the newspaper; there were days when 

men turned to a newspaper to read what Horace Greeley had to 

sa7. or Charles Dana ha~ to say, or Colonel 'attereon had to 

say. The newspaper as a personalit7. Those days are gone. 

The editor is a non-entity, an employed drudge assigned to 

certain duties in the great, vast enterprise which a great 

metropolitan is today. The determining factor in a news

paper today 1s the oner or owners and not the editor. I do 

not think there are a dozen people here this morning ho can 

give me the name ot tbe editors ot the four Cleveland daily 

newspap era • I say. the owner is interested primarily in 

1noreae1ng hie circulation so ae o inoreaee the number ot 

advertisers in a newspaper. His chief concern ie to want to 

hold an inoreasingl7 large number ot advertisers, because the 

life of hie paper depends upon them and not upon the reading 

public. 

lo paper depends for its existence upon its 

circulation directil7. It may have hundreds of thousands or 

millions of readers. They do not support the paper. It is 

the advertiser who supports the paper. The statistics of 

the last year give us some interesting figures. The income 

of the merican newspapers from subscriptions or sale ot 

copiea was 192 millions of dollars. !be income of these same 

papers from advertisements na 373 millions of dollars. 

-6-
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There is the story; there is the faot beyond h1ch you oannot 

go, and there is the faot which determines the character of 

the American ne spaper . 

rtiat the newspaper is primarily a busines~ is 

evidenced also by the fact of the increasing number of 

mergers of newspapers,--the oiroulation of a hole chain of 

newspapers llllder one control in the hands of a few: the 

Hearst syndioate, the Scrippe-KcRae syndicate, the Kuneey 

syndicate. It is much more efficient in the newspaper 

world, as in the business world, to concentrate power. 

You eliminate waste; you give the business maria better 

medium for hie advertisements. Jrank Munsey bought up quite 

a number of old Bew York ne•aJApere, killed oft most of them, 

merged the others, and is no in position to dominate the 

newspaper field in the oit7, and to offer hie customers a 

better medium for the advertisement of their wares. 

low, there is nothing wrong in that. rhat is 1 

the normal process of business development; but it at onoe 

shows the definite limitations and the implied and possible 

dangers in the newspaper. Concerning the concentration of 

newspapers in the hands of a fe, Mr. Gardner, who was for 

eighteen years the editor of the London Daily Bewa, (I am 

epe&king of the mgliah newapapore now) has this to ea7: "I 

think the greatest of all evils is the concentration of many 

newspapers in oompar tively few hands. Lord lortholiffe and 

hie brother oWD one-halt of the papers of ~ngland. The 

opiniona ot millions are made b7 this man, who baa bad ~er7 
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little publio lite. fhe press are. in many oases, poisoning 

the wells of public opinion and deliberately garbling the 

news with aubtile intention to bring about certain opinions 

in the minds of the people and oertain actions on the part 

of the government." 

A newspaper whioh depends for its subsistence 

upon a business element will ultimately, consciously or un-

oonsciousl71 serve that olaes and that element. low, when 

the interest of that class does not conflict with that of the 

publio, the newspaper of course will serve business and . 

publio -alike, but when, as it sometimes happens, the interest 

of the business public, or more specificall7, the particular 

advertising business public, oonflicts with the interest of 

the public at large, there is great temptation to serve 

the clientele whioh supports the newspaper direotlyrather 

than to serve the publio. Some newspapers have coneoienoe 

enough and power enough to withstand that temptation, and 

they do serve the publio 1n spite of that element, but most 

newspapers, unfortunatel7, have neither the vigorous con

science nor the power and independence to withstand this 

temptation. 

I oame aorose this significant statement from 

the hands of a newapaper m&D oonoerning the great steel 

strike of a few years ago. ID the lew York lation of 

Januar7, 1921, •r. Charles G. Killer, formerly editor of the 

Cleveland Plain Dealer, exposes the lies ot the Pittsburgh 

papers during the ateel atrlke. "In two weeks the Pittebur 

_,_ 
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papers published more than thirty pages ot paid advertise

ments denouncing the leadership of the strike, invoking 

Americanism against radicalism and eyndioalism. The ne s 

and editorial attitude cf the papers oo1nc1ded 1th the 

advertisements and gave the impression tb~t the strikers 

were disloyal, u.n-Amerioan, bolshevik. They were silent on 

the real questions at issue--hours, pay, orking conditions. 

nd not only the PittsbUl'gh press. but the press of the entire 

country was poisoned. For the Associated Press and other 

news services are not independent organizations feeding news 

to their clients, but simply interrelated ne spapers sapping 

each other's stories. The Denver newspapers control all the 

news that is read in Boston about the Colorado oo 1 mines; 

the Boston newspapers control 11 t e news that is read in 

san Francisco about the Bew Ell l and textile milis. fhe head 

of the looal bureau of the ssooiated Presa is not a reporter; 

he is merely a more or .less skilful compiler and extractor. 

He sends to the nation. and to the whale world, matter whio~ 

is furnished him by the papers of his district." 

The American newspaper controlled as it is, 

direotly and indirectl7, by the American purchaser of 

advertising apace. must therefore always be a conservative 

institution. low. there is no harm in a newspaper being 

a conaervative institution. very newspaper is justified 

in determining ita own editorial polio7. Conaervatie11 has as 

much a place in American life aa progreseivim or liberalism; 

but when that oonaervatiaa becomes propaganda, and when the 
~-+-----
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editorial policy leaves the editorial page and invades and 

permeates and colors the news. the tacts.then that con

servatism becomes mendacious, and that newspaper beoomes a 

corrupter of public morals and public thought. 

low. this compulsory oonservatism of the 

American pe0J9le is not limited to things of looal or 

national concern, but it is also international in its scope. 

You take the case of Rus sia. In the last seven years Russia 

was the scene of catastrophio, revolutionary change. 'rhe 

things which transpired there were ot vital and momentary . 
concern to ~very thinking man and woman in this land and in 

any other land. In order to form a sound judgment, so as to ,. 

act intelligently, the American people stood in dire naed of 

· acourate. authoritative, sound , impartial information about 

what is transpiring and what did t r anspire in Russia. 

?\lo great newspaper men, Mr. Lipman and 

Mr. Merts, made an analysis of the reports oonoerning events 

in Russia, wbioh appeared in the Bew York Tiffies over a period ! 

of a year or two or three. · hey picked the Bew Tork rimes 

not because it was most culpable. · but beoauae it was, as they 

said, one ot the really great papers of the world. To their I 
dismay the7 discovered that the amoµnt of misinformation, 

misstatements, errors and untruths was so vast as to be 

staggering . It seemed as it a perverted ingenuit7 was at 

work distorting, oo~tusing. deliberately mialeading the 

reading public; not on matters ot policy, mind you; not 

on editorial judgment■• but on matters ot fact. fbe souroea 
--------+--------------~ 
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from which the information came to the Rew York Timee--the 

newspaper agencies abroad--were found to have been in the 

employ of those people hostile to the new Rus tan regime . 

--the so-called staff correspondents. cabled the 

most unwarranted assumptions and wildest kinds ot rumors, 

and the local editors embellished these rumors in euoh a way 

as to give that impression wbioh the editor wished to give 

to his readers concerning what is actually transpiring in 

Russia. 

Bow. a newspaper that wishes to mislead, that 

wishes to editorialize its news, has a vast latitude and a 

gre~t field in which to do it without actually being a 

pr.evarioator . They will display things in head lines whioh 

are not at all found in the body of the report; they will use 

words to suggest things which the speaker never meant to 

conve7, or which the repor~ never meant to oonve7; they will 

refuse to publish some news items and print others; they will 

elide. suppress. subvert. change; they will publish one 

report in great head lines. and then retract later on in 

small point type somewhere inside of the newspaper, next to 

a patent medicine ad. 

Bewspapers have great latitude to oarry out 

their policy ot editorializing their news. And then again 

today even newspapers are hoodwinked. ~rank Cobb, the great 

editor of the Bew York orld, made the statement that in the 
' 

United States alone there are twelve hundred press agenoiea, 

newepaper agenoiea, who are thee to manutaoture news for 

-10-
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ver7 great oan1t, every great railroad, 

every great politic l part7 he its own press agent, ho 

manulacturea tacts to serve the interest ot that particular 

institution whioh hired him . And then unceneored,unanalyzed 

news is served up to the reading public as fact. Governments 

have such press agencies. at you read about international 

events you must alwa7s read 1th a great deal of caution and 

oare, for what you get ia not unbiased truth but detinitely 

biased propaganda. 

I venture to say there is not today a single 

item of important internation 1 news which you get through 

the me ilUB ot your newspapers which ia not in some manner or 

nother garnished; not by your newspaper always, but by those 

agencies at the other end ot the o ble. 

fake the news which e natee tom gypt. 

Take gypt today. 

Here is ngland, 

in 1924, carrying out cynically a bit of political piracy. 

Here is a nation, sanctimonious, alwa7s serving humanit7, 

which, under the cloak ot a political assassination, is 

imposing terms upon a people such as Austria tried to impose 

upon Serbia--terms which precipitated the Great ar. Here ia 

a nation which is imposing terms ot a political character 

utterly unrelated to the crime of assassination which took 

place; terms which would reduce gypt to a crown colon7 of 

Great Britain; terms in direot contravention of international 

agreements, and in a c711ioal disregard of the League of 

I tiona, of whioh this nation-- ngland--ia a principal 

member. 



• 

• 

• 

low, what news acnes to us from Cairo or 

London concerning the events whiah are transpiring there? 

The Egyptiu patriot is represented as a fanatic. rhe 

English cause, wbiah is violently i11perialistio, is represen 

as a humanitarian service. And even that bogy of bolshevism 

has been called to service again. Moscow is now -directing 

the Egyptian revolutionary toroes in Cairo! And that 

information and its insidious and invidious propaganda is 

sent through the American newspapers, and 2300 dailies 

publish that and serve it up as tact. 

So that in the whole of the city of Ne York 

there was but one newspaper. the New York -:iorld, that dared 

to speak courageouel7 about this newest international trial. 

Governments control news. If you do not know 

that you certainly should have learned that during the war. 

I quote Mr. Cobb again, because I wish to quote only news

paper men who are close to the work. •r. Cobb, ot the 

Jew York ~orld, perhaps the greatest American paper today. 

said: "In the war the governments conscripted public opinion, 

put it in charge ot drill sergeants, goose-stepped it and 

made it salute. Then it was molded by two molda--oensorehip 

and propaganda. Censorship was obviously to prevent the 

giving of information to the enem7. I'he result was that it 

suppressed ali information. It was atupid and ineffective . 

Propaganda was, as it inevitably developed, directed to 

air planes and tanks.'' 

Public opinion now is being rnade by _private 

-12-
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propaganda. Direct channels are closed and public opinion 

ia molded through press agents, whose work is not to pro

olaim the truth but to manipulate the news. Bo. this, to 

my mind--the editorializing ot news--is the moat serious 

oharge which oan be brought against the American newspaper. 

It has t~equently been BMid that the American newspaper is 

'yellow'' and sensational. 'l'he Amerio n newspaper caters to 

qu ntity and to masses. It oannot live it it oaters to the 

elite, to the tew. nd the average intelligence of the 

American people is low. and the verage re der has no more 

than a public school eduoMtion. and so that the newspaper 

is compelled to work don to the lo er level of the mass 

rather thu to the high level ot the exoepiionall7 eduoated 

or cultured . 

It is sensational beoause .American lite is sensa

tional. It the merican people want that sort ot thing, not 

alone in their newep pers but in their tiotiona. in theu-

pl ya, in their movies, in their life, the newspaper oan 

only mirror and retleot the life ot the people. It would, ot 

course, be highly desirQble it the newspaper, instead ot 

catering to the taste, ould try to mold and refine and 

pu.rif7 taste. But that would really be asking too muoh of a 

business institution. Prinoipall7, that must be done by the 

aohoola and the ohuroh and the home, and ultimatel7 the 

newspaper will retleot this 1apro~ement of taste and morale 

in its ool1111Da. 

It oan be blamed on theae two aoorea: when it 

-11-
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deliberatel7 panders to the lust and the vicious instincts 
. 

and passions of people for purposes of oirculation. Then it 

is oulpable; then it becomes a morally leprous thing, and it 

oan be oeneured--censured on the ground of editorializing 

news, tampering with tao,. low, there is a certain 

sanotity about a taot whioh no one has a right to desecrate . 

There can be no two opinions oonoerning the tacts, and the 

least, and perhaps the most. whioh a newspaper oan do ia to 

present to us accurate information concerning all things ot 

interest. It can well leave the interpretation of these 

taote either to the newspaper reader himself or to its own 

editorial columns; tor the newspaper column must be held 

inviolate trom the intrusion ot subjeotivism. of personal 

laws must not be interpreted or played up in such a 

wa7 as to result in a biased an in a partial presentation 

of the taot. 

these taots? 

reading publio. 

Construotively, what are the remedies tor 

I oan see but two. First ot all, a better 

i'he public cannot pass. an~ should not be 

permitted to pass the bl ae onto the newspaper. It the 

American publio will demand a more ooneoientioua newspaper. 

it will get it. It t e merioan re der will demand ne a 

untainted, even as he demands milk untainted, he will get it. 

The American publio today is indifferent oonoerning the 

qualit7 of the news whioh he gets. AD educated, oritioal 

public opinion, fashioned in the sohool and in the church 

and in the literature hall and in the home. will ultimatel7 



refine our press. And, seoondl7, the training of 

journalists, the building up of great eohoole of journalism, 

the raising ot the entire industry to the level of a pro

tee Jion. e must train the people ho see for us; we must 

train the itnesees ot great national and international 

epeotaolee which ooncern ua; the e:ve of the reporter must 

be trained to sea acour2tely. And it you think this is a 

simple matter, let me recount to you a psychological ex

periment which was mnde not so very long ago . 

. orty eminont psychologists were assembled 

in one place, and on the stage betor~ them, in their full 

sight, and 1th eleotrio lights playing upon the action, a 

simple bit of stage murder was carried out, and the forty 

professors were then asked eaoh to rite down the account 

of what transpired on th~t st go, in their presence, before 

their eyes, and hen theso forty ccounte ere ready, out of 

the forty only one had accurately represented the important 

thing in that inoident presented to them. 

A man with the beat of intentions, witnessing 

a thing, will oftentimes tail to see it truthfully. 1e need 

schools to tr in the people who are going to be our ne s 

gatherers and our informants to see aocuratal7. and then we 

must train them to report aoourately,--the aoourate use ot 

the word, the sharpness ot the definition of a phrMse, the 

aanotit7 of a word. That, too, we must tr~in 1D schools, 

even as we train our physioiana and our lawyers and our 

ministers. 

-15-
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Then ne apaper men must be paid more. It is 

one ot the worst underpaid protea ions in the orld. and it . 

is a profession which brings a vast amount of drudgery and 

hard work with it. It is an uncertain profession. All that 

must be improved if the Amerioan people is to have in the 

days to oome well trained. competent. independent reporters 

to report to them oonoerning the things of interest to them. 

!believe in the progreoo ot the merican 

press. in spite ot the many times which the public has been 

viotimized. I still believe that in the main the men vho 

are working in the various newspaper off-ices are honest men 

and earnest men. are endeavoring to do their beet.WJth the 

aid ot the publio. that is critical and alert. demanding the 

beat and only the beat; with the id of the publio, whioh is 

read7 to support great universiti to develop journallsts 

and reporters. the whole protass1on will be liftod up to 

greater heights. to greater service. 

I oame aoroee this phrase last night in 

Proverbs. whioh particularly applies to the newspaper, as e 

vision it to be. iadom orieth aloud in the street. She 

uttereth her voioe in the broad places. She oalleth at the 

head of the no1a7 street. at the entranoe of the gates: in 

the c1t7 she uttereth her words." 

That le the nnapaper--a noisy, clamoring • 

insistent. pervasive, everpresent, aubtile, influential 

ageno7; one that we should welcome, one that we should 

oorreot, and one against whoae faults we should guard ourselv••• 
--o--
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.ong the social forces whicn influence erican 

life there is none more ~er vasive or more continuous or stro ~er in 

its cu.r:iulati ve effect t:r..an the press. _he • erican u' lie is a 

reading -puolic . The k. rica oes not lua.1s read in tel lL;ently 

or discrimLati gly , but n.e reac"'..s voracimJ.Sl:' . I a.erstand that 

t.'1t!re :-.re in this l and so., e 2300 ilies, an · so .e 1
1 

00 wee'-lies , 

and nU!!lerous ot .. 1.er ,:)erioa.ica.ls v1hi h are ru.sned .1.ro . o~ p rintL1u 

:,res s to neet this reat de .. .ari • or readin r:1atter on t .. 1e nart o • 

the k:erican uu lie. 

'!:he censt1.S s: ov,a th·· t t e ilv circul· tion of the ., 

bi:;; ner s:pa-ners in tile l' r _; cities o ly ex eea. ·ort nil l ion. 

The nev,s .. a ..... er is the I v do ~ .. ecJ.m 1 . , . 
... " co . a .. 1 on o the 

-• .erican citizen. He re· .. s it in the or .. i g , he reads it in the 

\., ~;e .inc- , • e reads it on 1111c.a , . IL .1. act , in the vast rna. • ori ty of 

l;aoes the news a r i the nly rea in~ matter 0.1. t e avern;e 

erit,;an, su ule..:ented frou ti. e to i. e y so; .. e )ouul::::.r , ectcly or 

.onthl? . 

-0 e ev,s?a!)er t: e rican turns ... or all his 

in::t or.3atio1 - local , ':..t,i o~ '11 1 inter • ¥t i on. t is his ,1i elm t19on 

li::'e . All t· ... e events o :us ovn com.nun· t, • are ser ved uu to him 

clail i! all their variet· an color1 lne s , vividlJ an ra:.1·. t ically. 

..;J , ery e) .rtme1 . ., o • lL e is -!a ed to s · e ·ore his in ~isitive eye . 

The social li~e , t: e ines activities , he nolitical occurrem:es , crime , 

s ort , ~ ant - ever : thi u is resented to thro' • t' e -ne • i'um 

or his eus ll:O r . rn e even ·s o ... o 1.;; r citi s rud o ot;1er 1 1 s 
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are orou t to nim throi.J.o·h t~1e reg ister and record o • is ria er. 

In other wora.s, t 1e news a:_ er tou.c11es t i1e nind at 

almost every oi t, and it ,,ould e amazin.g, t.11ere ore, i t~is 

omni"!.)resent , persist e1 t, c ircxnru bient agenc~, "i not very ~ or cl oly 

~or:ever, 

li ~l ly one may hola. a :1ews'!_)auer, no o. e, in the long 1 u.. , can 

esl,;g,pe i · s in lue11~ e. ~he nev:spaper is the greatest agenc.,r wnich 

.e have .i..or the "isse.1ination o L~· or :ation , tr ·e or "'al se; .1.'or 

the setti u o . .;.:" standards, ri _nt or wrong; ror the correction or 

perversion o o bl ic t,ste , a.aa. or the moldi g of uolic o: i ion. 

Ann in .: u..emocrac ... • the news"1auer is 2ara..1ount. It i 10 the 

ourt'1 estate; it is t!le ·irst estate. In the c... er:.oc racy whose 

political ins tit t ions are '.l.l tima el,/ in the con l,rol of the fpe ople; 

in a ue:itocrac,: v here i SJ.ts a"1.c. e .. ndi tes and legislation and 

thin .o•s O.L vital tno:nent are ..,resented a . "l y ..1. or tne j 

tn.e C.ec ision of the elec orate, - iss s w: icn so·::ieti. e: s reac.n own 

to he ver y roots o the neo::,le 1 s lir e, - in a c..e-:io\,;::..ac:; w ere the 

s ccess of t!1e ·,hole exneri;~ent o goverrunent de~ ends unon the jud~

... e t, t ... e enlignten.i.ent, t ' e sound an s!".) e thin :ing o:i. the people, 

in a democracJ the .dn • o 11:::vrn: .. aper ·:uci1 a city , or the ~ ... ind of' 

ne, s .apers ·,.:ich a comtr 'i.1a.s, .:.s a rnatter of l L. e an~ ci.eath 

seriousness. 

~his age1ey , therefore, can oec .ea great national 

asset or a grea t national liaoilit:,·. This agency can beco:.e a torce 

1or great good or a .orce ior great evil. This agency should be 

\ elcomed, out we s 10~1 • guard ourselves against it in ,roportion 

to its beneficent in 'luence or its malevolent influence • 

. . o ·,, which is it l ' he . erican ress - is it hel ful 

or bar. ul? , ell , tnere see . s to be a deci ed o.i - ·eren~e of o. inion 

on this subject . Professor 1-.oss, o. ' iscon : , c ... .lla th n ress of our 
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grc:at .. etro olitan cities our 11 re.1tile T)ress. 11 In ·ooo'::s li':e tn:tt of 

Sinclair 11 Ti.1e _ ass ChecK, 11 our newsnauers are ,1eig:i1 in the alance 

a ... oun V1anti Cl' on eve.i. ~ score and. on e·er. co'.lllt. !.he nev;spaucr is 

accused of mendacity, of vul~ari ty, o • t. e ,,erversi n of the trutn, of 

the S""..l. --)ression o· tr..1.ti1, o the d.issenination o ... half-tr t~11.s or hole 

lies. T e news!)a:9er is pointed to as the r·-reatest si:ru..::, le m nace in 

ericc.n li! e to~. 

rof essor Lloyci, a disinterested scientist, v;rit ing in 

t. e .1erican Journal 01· SoL:iology about newsna'Oers co scie ce, says: 

~Tou.ay hen ousiness anQ leio e, ~olitical parties and so·iety, are 

all in tht:ir several ,-,a..,rs ·e"JJendent on t .. .1e nress, 6.oes the '!)ress o cu:py 

a ,osition o real respect? I · is ace nteu. I i q~ietly, almost 

insiuiously in-luential . ..1.t i i • trusted? I~ it s~snected o high 

purposes, o honesty an·inde~endence, o· devotion to truth and oustice, 

of' anythi ~- SU.:'.'~estin • r.1oral aggression or a.dven l.lre? ·, e h · ve to 

ans,. er 11 he concludes, 11 on the ~hole, ne6ati ve II • 

e ly, them, the '!leriC3.c"l !)ress is not be ond re"1roach, 

.ht are its ... aults? .. o in snea.dng of tr .. e • aul s and defi iencies 

o:f the American res~, let . e say ~t the outs tart tr1.-;.t it is ... ar s..i: erior 

in almost ever .. res:pect , to the nglish press , to t h e 'renG __ ress, or to 

any Continental -ryress . It is, in the r1~in , more .1pri6ht, r:iore honest , 

less subservient to ex r ·1eous influences than the .,..,ress of E.\lrope . 

-he :i. irst inc:i.ictment ,hi ., is 1 requently .. de against 

ne erican nress is its cor:rrnercialis?. . ... !·m l,T, I o not regard this 

as a serious indictment . I ve long acc09ted the fact - most hhi nking 

me ve - that a newspaper is a ous·ness enterprise , just like an· other 

business e terprise; tP..e..t a news~aper is in business for wi -t any o her 

b siness is in business r'or - ~or rofit . It c serve t1e uhlic in 

the per ·orrnance o i a business du ies an ~ en erprises the etter , but 

its rirr:.a.ry concern is a siness concern. 
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There are, 01 cour e, here a·1 the1 e , r2.re s iri tis, 

great souls, ho go ·nto ne\,'S_ 9-J r 1ork or ·he sa.Ke o.L a reat ic'i al , w: o 

to exoound. or cl"i-:-1.:::n io11 so~e 1;reat cc::J.se. COUl se, 

he alt o.:i.' the t:arth. l1e•r are the l e aclers and. the so 1,;il '1ro net • 

:Bu the average ne a a:oer nan - an· ·1.,l e., ~re aver2.; e - uoes not se k 

the crov,n 01 mart.rra.o c. anC a.o es not enter this econor.1ic enterprise 
hiefly, ri ci-oa .. ly or ~ rimarily for tl1e saice of ex:;,oundircr an id al 

or ch· .ro ioning a cause, but for the sa.'1..ce oi ma1cint: money. 

' .. his being ti1e case, the m.ner - I s eal:.. no, of the 

011n r e ai.1se he ed.i tor does not count. '!'here were a.a.1s \/hen the 

e i tor --., s the nev;sua Jer; t' er were ays '{ .... en .. en turned. to a ne\, s -

- a1,er to read what Horace G-reeley had to say , or Jharles Dana had to 

sa:y or volonel •; at terson h·\d to sa:,· . ~he neY:sp er was a _ eraonali t y . 

Those u.ays a re go e. ~he editor is non-e1 t, i t;r. An e ... plo· ed ., uage 

c. ssir ned to certa.:.n d..ities in th great, vast e .ter rise ·;hich a reat 

?!'letropoli tan is today. ,,.,. 
- e eterr.1 inin'" f ctor: in a newsnaper to y is 

ilile o • er or o -:ners ancl ot the ec..it or. I do no t think t· ere are a 

d.oze -peo9le here this rcorni c- uho can ~ ive .~1e t.'!.o :r 1• e 0::: the ec.i tors 

oi' the .1.our Clevelan • ciaily ne-v1s1:>apers . I say, the owner is interested 

? rimarily in increasing his circulation so ~s to increase the nu:b r o 

advertisers in a neii spa"'._Jer. His c;nief concern is to, an to ~olc... an 

i::icr _ sil ; ly larg e m.u:1ber o • $Vert isers, ecause ·he li e o his 

pa'9er depends :oon t . e:-:i m d not • on t : ... e read.in,:; pu lie. 

~·o naper de_ ends or its e}:istbnce .,-~..:>on its circ 1 tion 

cii rectly. It ~ have nun · eds of thousand. or . illio s of readers. 

- he o no sup~ort the a r. I t iti t1e advertiser who suunorts 

"he a er. T1 e st tistil.,s o· t· e l a st ye r i ve us some i · terestino-

i ures. ..he i co.ne o t.1e erican newsJa_ers tro~ su scr·utions or 

al of' co Jies as 192 mil li ns o c....ollars. The incor. e of t hese s · e 

:pap rs ~ram advertise ... ents uas 73 r.iillio s o o 11 ar s • T·n re is he 
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story; t' ere is the ± '"'.ct be ond whici1 you -.:anLot go, and t:1are is 

t_ e • ·act rihic:1 • etermines tl1e ~i: • r cter of 1:.e k eril!a 1 1.ens~ uer. 

· t t' e news_ aper i..., ri ! '"'ril • a bus· ess s 

evidenced Lo,l o b-, ti: e .Lact o • t ' 1e inc.:re.· sin nw.1ber o ?:ner_;er 

o.:. nev1s a-oer e c irc.1la t io.1 or· a hole L;.l? in of ~r,spa"'._)ers un • er 

one co.!.Yiirol in the ha.: ' s of ew; the Hearst sJndic::tte, t~1e 

cri ps-.. cRae syna.icate, the . :unse syndicate. It is . 11 more 

ef~icient in t1e ne~s9aper world, as in the usiness vorld, to con 

centrate no\ er. You eliminate vaate; yo g ive tne business man a 

• etter ':le ium 'or i1is a ·vertise ... ents. .:.·a1tl:: un:::;ey ou.:.> t up quite 

anuinber o. ¢010.. : ew York newsnapers, ~illed oif most of tne .. , 

er :;;ed the ot ·1~rs, an , is .ow in os i tion to orni· ate t.he news ... a er 

.L ield in the city, anu. to o ·fer l1i s c·J.Sto~ers a better medi1 :.i for 

he a(tve ... : tise: c::nt oI ·heir wares . 

.. 7o: , t_ ere is no thin_., \,ron,;;;, i 1 th t. T'ru .t is the 

nor::-ial urocess of ouslness d.evelonment; but it at once shows the 

efi· ite limitations anu the i plied and ;ossible da gers n the 

nens_ a"!)er. voncerning the co.11eentration of news ... apers in the 

hands of a feY1, .:r. Gardner, w1 o \ias for eL_::1tee yea.rs the editor 

of t'1e London a.i l y _ e\'1s, ( I aE soeaki~ of the 1glish newspaT.>ers nov,) 

has this to say : 11 I tl-ii 'r the "'reatest o all evils is t : e con-

entrat ion of m.nJ neus_a_ers in comparatively few hanas. Lord 

_.ort. cliff'e and his rother o ·:n one- 1- o: he a era of E glan • 

.!.'h opinions or millions are '"lde by this r:ia.n, who has had very 

little !)ublic li. ·e. '~he ureas are, in y cases, poisining he 

,:ells of public oninion and · elioerately gar ling the news with 

subtle intention to bri aoout certain opinions in the minus of the 

people ana. certa • n actions on t : e nart of t. e "'Overnment. 11 

A newspa er which de ens or its su· sistence ~on 



.,. 
- 0 -

a business element ill ulti. tely, consciously or unconscioQsly, erve 

.., . a t cla ss 'Ul • t hat lement. :ro .. ,, w 1en t he i :1 erest ot t . . t class does 

not co. rlict wi ti1 t. ~ t o t e pu lie, the news_ aper of course wi 11 ser ve 

·ousiness an ::,uJ lic ali::e, but \:hen, ~s it sor. eti s hap_ e 1s , t i1e in erest 

of the bus.;.ness nublic, or .1ore speci ically , t " e ~rticul a vertisi 

business public, con:: licts \' it t he i nt er~st of he ublic at l a r e , 

t h ere is a reat tem tation to s erve t h e clientele lhich su·)ports 

the news a:per directly rather t fl.an to serve the :public. Sor.ie ne 'IS

pa:pers have conscience enough and p ower eno~h to ,ithstand t'hat 

te .rotation, an..: Lie;,· do serve t h e public in suite of that ele ient, but 

most ne s_a;,)ers unfortunately, have neither tne vi ; orous conscience 

1 or the "'1ov·er and inde endence to \·ith stand this ter:ipt ation. 

I came across t h is si~ni ~icant state. e.t from the 

hands o a newspaper an concern i n the ret steel stripe o a ew ye s 

go . In t 11e A,. el7 Yor ..... ation of J an. 19' 1, ... r v:b.2 .. rle s G . . . iller, 

r'ormerly editor of the Cleveland. Pla i n aler, exnosea the lies of the 

Pi ttsourgh nap ers during t h e steel strL"e. II t wo neeksthe Pitt urgh 

n :oers l)UDlisheci more than thirty _ es of aid advertise-me ts de .. o~cing 

he leadersh i p o~ the strike, invoki ricanism against radicalism 

a1u synuicalism. _ne n ws an e"itorial attitude of the l)ayers 

coinci ed wi th t '_e advert i...er.!ents and :,ave the i .. ression t hat the 

s trikers ere disloyal, un- .American, bolshevik. TheJ were silent on 

h e real questions at is ue - hours, uo.y , ,;or~i u conuitions . And 

not only the itts .. gh !)ress, b t t. e nress of the entire country 

\/as :>oisoned. 'or the Associated Press and other news services are 

not i u.ependent or ganizati ons feeding news to their clients , but 

si t ... lY interrelated news aper s swapping eac.,.1 other I s stories. Tne 

e~1ver newspapers control all the n ws that is read in Boston a·oout 

t : e Colora · o coal mi es; t 1e oston ner~ era con r ol all t n a that 

is read in ;:,r.) ... 1·a ci l!O a oo • tne' """ 171 •••. 1:?: la.nu" "' " - _ extile .ills. The 



- 7 -

hea of t .. e local bureau o.:· too As&oc iated Press is not a renorter; he is 

merely a more or less s ... rill ul com:) iler an ex ractor. He senci.s to tne 

nation, and to the whole world, matter w' ic. is furnished him by the 

papers o • his is tric t. 11 

T'tle .erican ewsnaner controlled as it is, - ~ 
rectly 

and inci.irectly, oy t he -:er ica.n i\lrcliaser of advertisi g s ace, must 

therefore al·ays be a conservative institution. row, there is no . 

in a newspaper being a conservative ins ti tut ion. .2.very news_ a_ er is 

justified in ueternining its ovm editorial !)Olicy. vonservatism 

has as muc~ a l ~ce in .erican l t_e as progressivism or li eralisn ; 

but \7hen that conservatism beco s nro!)agand.a, an w: en the editorial 

polic leaves thee itorial nage and i nva es and ermeates and colors 

the news, the !'acts, then tnat conservatism becomes mendacious, anu. 

that newsnaper oecomes a corru!)ter of ublic r:iorals ana. "9ublic thought • 

... o,·: , this co:__ ulsory co ervatisn of the . rice..n eople, 

is not limited to things of local or natio· 1 c oncern, b tit is also 

i ternational in its scope. {ou t a.~e t he case of ,Russia. In the last 

seven years ussia was the scene ol catastrophic, revolutionary ch vnge. 

'!'he thi s which transpired tnere were o • vital and mo? entary 

concern to every thi ..:.Ciru...) man and wor.lall in this land and n any otimr 

land. In order to form a sound. judgment, so as to act intelligently, 

the erican peo9le stood in di.e need o accurate, authoritative, sound, 

i:n!)artial in ·or_1a"v i oJ.-:.. a out what is tran.s--:iiring and what did trans·oire 

i 1 Russia. 

_ ·10 _reat n ws aper men, :~r. Li"'Jman anci. .. r .. :ertz 

,.1a6.e a n lysis of t e re!)orts concerni events in ~ussia, which 

peared in the :e I Yor1.. i. es over a period of a "ear or two or ihree. 

T'ney ~icAed the :ew York Times not · ecause it ,as most culna le , but 

oeca e it ,as, a s "'. e oaici, one of the really 7 reat napers of t · ~ orl • 

DUllllXEllf 
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':..o t eir dismay the' ~iscovered t hat t 1.1e amount o .. isinfor::ia tion, . is

stute .. ent s, err ors anci untr-1. .. s was so vast as to be ste.ggeri ,.. It 

8eemed as i f ] erverted ingenui t v, as a t wor_-c dis 11 or i .I:' • , co:i.1. u sing , 

C..eliberately mislea<ii ng t he reading pu lie; not on .1at ters of -- olil!y , 

mind J ou; not on edi oria.l j u c:4Y'"llents, but on .e.tters of ·act. Tile 

ources from wllic.1.1 v ... e i "orrna.tion c ar..'1e to t i1e ew York: TL"!'es -

·he news-paper agencies aor oad - were ound to have bee: in t "' e e,n:?loy 

o • those peop l e hostile t o t ile n .... w us1:>ian re.;; i T.e. Ti1e - so ca lled 

btaff cooresyondents, cabled t.e nost unwarranted assu."Il!)tions and wildest 

kinds of rumors, and the local editors embellished these rumors in such a 

\'-ay as to "'ive that • _ression hich tile editor wis i1ed to ·veto • is 

readers concerning what is actually trans,iring in Russia. 

4 :o~, a news,aper tbat wishes to mislead, that wishes 

to editoria lize its news, has a vast latitude and a reat field in which 

to do it without actually being a ~revaricator. They will displ~ things 

in head lines whicb are not at all ound i n the body of the report; they 

, ill use lords to suggest t h i ~~s which tile speaker never meant to ~onvey, 

or which the rep ort never meant to convey; they will refuse to ptiblish 

bo e news i terns and "'J rint others; t h ey will elicie, su:o-press, subvert, 

c11ange; t · e will publish one rep ort in great head lines, and then 

retract later on in small oint t ,_ e somewhere inside of the newsp ·per, 

ext to a a.tent ,., e icine ad. 

--ews:9a:9ers have reat l a titude to carrJ out t 1eir -policy 

of ea.itoria lizing t1eir nt-ws. An then again too.a even newspa_ era are 

hoodwinked. ,ank vob" \c the great editor o • t e " .. e Yor:c I orl , m de 

the state .. ent t hat in t he United S .,atea alone t here are twelve hun.J"ed 

p r ess o-encies, ne spaper ·enci es, ·1 . o c.re t ·1 re to manufacture news for 
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their clients. ~very great ank, every great railroad, every D great 

political party has its own ·9ress agent, Wt10 -:nan ·actures facts to 

berve the interest o • that "9&rticular institution which hired him. And 

then uncensored, unanal.,rsed news is served up to thereading publ ic as 

J.act. Govern-rnents nave s".lch press agencies. \Th.a.t you read a out in

ternational events you mu.st always read wit, a great deal of caution and 

care, for what you get is not unbiased truth but definitely biased 

pr op% and.a. 

I venture to say there is not today a sin6le item of 

important international news nhich you get thro~h the medium of your 

nev:spapers vii1i'ch if.-> not in some ro.anner or another garnished; not by your 

newspa"9er always , but y t 1ose a6encies at the other end of t ~1.e ca.;le. 

!J:ake gypt today. Take the news wnicl1 eI1anates from .hlgJpt . Here is 

.inglanti, in 1925 carr~-ing out cynically a ·oit o _ olit ical piracy. 

Here is a nation, sanctimonious, always serving humanity , vfoich, under 

the clo&c of a uolitical assassination, i:s .• osing terms upon a :people 

uch as A-a.stria tried to impose upon Serbia - terms which preci ita ted 

the Great War . Here is a nation which is im~osing terms of ·political 

ch,?.ratter utterly unrelated to the crime of assassination which took 

place ; terms which woul d. reduce .";JJr>t to a crown colony of Great B1 itain; 

~erms in direct con~rave· tion of international agreements, and in a 

cynical isregard of the League of :·ations , of nb.ic· t ... 1is ation - , ~1an 

is a pr incipal member. 

: ov1 WL1at news comes to Ub .i. rom Cairo or Lo lion con,;erning 

he events v1hicll a:re transpirin.:; there? 2.he Eg.;,,-pt ian _ .r.riot ii:, re _)re

sented as a fanatic. T'he n l is11 cause, whic11 is violently iin:?erL .... listic 

is represented as a • u.,.-rna, i aian service. Ana. eve·1 tha.t bofy of 

bolshevism has been called to serv:ice again. :.~oscow is now • irecting 

the .Jg.,1pt ian revolutionary ~orces in vairol o. th.at i :for1:~ion an - its 



10 

insidious ~ d invidious _J ro .ga:."lo".l. is sent t.1ro, -·11 the . erican nel s

p ers, a.u 23JO dailies pu lisn t. ~t and serve it u. as! ct . 

So t... t in the hole of t:1e city of :·ew or_ ti1ere 

'.as t one news-oa~er , the .~e¥1 Yor: .. ·, orld, t : !Cit dare· to s e~ .. 

co:Jr ageousl~r out t.is nevest inter.ational trial . 

over ... 'T..ent s co~1 • ro 1 ne s . If ~rou do not .mow t n.a.t 

·ou certe: .. l y sl1oul d nave learned tMt d-urL.: t:le ,ru... I O-'J.Ot e 

. :r . 0 agaL , Jec~u.se I u is .1 to ,..,uot e only ne ..:1a er men w: o are 

clos t to t: e wor·~. .r . Cobb, of the ~:ew Yor:~ ,forld, :per · :ys the 

0 reatest A.'!lerican ..... n er too.a;·, S'"'ic. : 11 n the ,,,., the governments 

conscri ted !> blic o_ inio .. , nut it L charge of drill ser. eants, 

goose- ste:ped it and m e it salute. _he_ it ·as .,ol. .... ed y t -:o molds 

e· sors:1i r1as oovio!.lsl.,r to prevent the 

g i vin"'' of' infor.:iation to the e:nemy. _he result 

all information. I ,1as stu id and i eftecti v . 

its :n ressed 

'0"".>a.--::anda as, as 

it inevi ta ly develo ,ed, ciirected to ctir "".>la:1es a __ • tanl-cs . 11 

Public o inion now is being made by priv~te ~ron~_anda. 

Direct ch~ nels are closed ~~ )U lie o inion is mo l ded t}u-o h ress 

Cl' ent s , wi10 e wor· . is 1 ot to proclaim t· e trut. b!lt to manipu.l t e t .. e r-ews • 

.. o ., t 1is , to r.1V . in · - tn.e editorializing of news - is t .. e most serious 

C1.,-;) ge W1.1ic ... 1 C inst the . erica~ news_a~er . It has 

re uently oee sai t'18..t t: e A>nerican news_ a""'er is 11 yellow11 and 

sensation 1 . _.he Jr .. eric,., Y1spa: er c ters to u ntit: an· to masses. 

It cannot live 'f it c ters to the elite , o the fe . k1d t : e ver~ e 

rea • er ~s no r.ore th2. a ublic school eciuc t io1... And so that the 

I 

is co .uelled to ,•,or· .. r orm to t: e lo,,er level of the .. ss 

r..,ti.er tl 1 to tne hie- level of t·1e exceptionnll ed'.lc ted or culture 

It is sensational ceca e • e.·ic? li ·e is sensational. 
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If the • erican neo le ··;ant t ... ~t sort of thin..; , not alone in their 

er s ers ou in their r ict ions, in t ·1eir nlays, in t· e • r . ovies, 

in their li-·e, the ne,/Sna er can o. ly • irror and reflect the li ~e 

of he _ eople . It v1oulu, of course, be h:!.ghly desira le if t· e 

news_aper, instead of ca.terin.o- to the t2.ste, would try to mold and 

refine and -uurif., t.-,__ste. :But t·1at rnuld really be sxing too c' of 

business institution. Principally, that !n'J.St be a.one • t' e sc:10O1s 

'.) - the church - nc. tl1e 110:ne, and ultir:..a.tely the nerts a-oer will reflect 

his im rover ... ent or' taste and .orals in its coltunns . 

I c.::m e lamed on t11ese two scores: v." .en it deli er tely 

::..n .er· to the lust and t·1e \ icious i .stincts and c:.ssions of 71eoule 

_or pur:_1oses o..- circul--tion. ".:.1~1en it is culpa le; t ~1e1:. it beco .. es a 

morally lenrous tning, e • • t c--.n e cens ·ed - censur -d on t ...... e _round 
. 

of editori liz·ng ne\·s, t.,1:1pering with i· ct. 

a:.:.ct it,. about . f'"ct : ic' no one 1as r i 1 t o deoecrat e. T ... ere c n 

e 10 t10 opinio s concernin~ c1e 1;·1e 1 ast, ~·1d p erh :os the 

most, w: ic a n ws a e1 can do is to prese.1.. to u a.c1..-...irate inf or t ion 

co1 cerni g all t:hin_s or" inter ~st . It c n ,·,ell leave t·1e interpretation 

of th se facts either to t :~e news·0a,er reader ~1i nself or to its own 

editorial colurr.1ts; or t·1e news ... a.per co l'.1!. '1 must ·o e .1eld inviol ?t e from 

~he intru.sio!1 of su°t:)jectivi . , of e!'so al bias . . ws . st not be 

i ternreted or nlsyed ~Jin sch 

parti 1 nresentatio1 of the fact . 

ra,/ ::..s to reS'1 l t n 2. i sed and in!:) 

Constructively , w.1at !Xe t.e rer!"~e·ies for t}1ese f cts? 

I can see bllt . two, irst of 11, better rea ing ) ublic . _ e ublic 

al1!'lOt _ as, and Sl.O!.ll not e e . itted to ass the olame onto the 

news a_ er. If ·i;he A:ne ic •>n ubl ic will -e .. ~and a . ore consci e .. t iou.s 
.: 

1 et:·cnaper, it \ il l ·et it . I· t:1e . rican reader 1ill em nd ne rn 

it • ill ·et i . L. t:he mer ic 11 reader -:i 11 • e .. ~ L.ted, 

ve:n s ne a.emands ~iLc unt~inted, he ,.il- et it . •. e meric311 .,..,u lie 

• 
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today is indifferent cancer. i ,. t: e a lity of t:1e nev. s ,. r ic· he gets . 

An educ:->ted, critical u l i e o_ inion , ·as lioned in the scnool a d in 

e church an int, e l i ·erature hall • in the home , will ultimately 

r efine our -:,ress . _tmf~ , seco ... ly, the trainin__ of journalists , the 

·buil~ing U"? of gre t schools of journalis 1, the raisin0 of the entire 

industry to the level of a I)rofession . ',le ... st train the eo:ple 1ho 

see fo r us ; we must t r ain ~ i tnesses o great nationa and inter-

nat i onal snecta.cles w?i.ich concer n us; the e e of the reporter n st be 

·.,; r ined to see acc1.u--1tely. Andi:;: you thL': t'1is is a siunle rratter , 

let r.1e reco"'.l."1.t to you a syc:1010:-ical e eri:nent whic' was evde not so 

ver · lon~ ·o . 

orty eminent 0syc olo ,·ists ere asse::1 led in one pl~ce , 

anc'.. on the stage be ore t·_e, , in their full sig!1t , an.d with electric 

i -4. 1 • t· t • • le • i· t -f. st.".'::e . " .... r.er was g 1"s n ........ 1.. upon • e. ac • 1. n , a s1 _ -~ ~ ..... 

c.arried out , "ll t · e ··ort , ., rofeosors were t. e- asked eac ... : to ,rite 

orn tne account of n.1at tra.n pired on t ... !'It Sv e, i~ ti eir ,rese~1ce , 

efore tl eir e, es , and w en 1,·1ese ... ort ac1.,ounts ere ready , out o:: the 

·orty onl.,· one :1 d a.ccuratel~' re_ resented the i. or tant t·:d1 • in th.c1..t 

incident nrese1 ted to t 1 e ...• 

.1an r • t· the b---st of i ntenti -Jn · , -:i tnessi. e a thing , 

will o:ftenti. es f il to see it tr!lt "ully. :e need schools to train 

he • eople ·J10 ..... re o ing o e our 1:er s g~ therers d our i ormant s 

o s e ccurately; .,, a. v' e 1 ve must t rain ther. to re_ ort ccll.I'ately , -

l, 1e ccur ..... te use of the ··,or , t: e sr1nrpness of t· e • efini t ion o 

he sancti t.. or ~ m:d. _ rt , oo , rte mu.tit train in sc· ools , even s 

e tr in our p sici s ··1d our l w,:er s .,, a. our ni:1L:iters . 

_:1en news. a;-iJer me1. u t oe a ;; mo1·e . I l, is one of the 

\,Orst un e1 °i • rof essions in t· ... e world -n • it is ... r ofession which 

rin~s ou11t of ·'r''..l ery .,., .... ,.,rd ·or·-, it 1 it . I is n 

se , 
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m1certain profession. 11 ~ t • ' • r d • t e • 1 •• e1-- • c"" lil •.. l') Ii oe L"TI ove , ... eo le 

to days to ome .ell trai e, corn1etent, • nde- en6.ent re-

norters to e ort o t11e . concernin:,:; t: "' thin~s or interest to them. 

I believe in the ro ress o: t· e ress, in 

.... ni ·e of t e 1..ru • tioes w. ich t e ub_ic : as bee:: victimize . ! still 

elieve t:i'iat in the .ain t e .. e ,1.1.0 are wor· in L he vai ~ s e, s-

pa'_?er OJ.fices --e : one st men ?..na err:1est .. e 
' 

9re en ee.vori >J' to do -
heir est. 

.. 1 t st id oi the u _ic , n3.t is .1 . e 

c;ri ic:->.l !l lert, dema.n i~ the best .cl onl t: e best; wi t n ~·1e ~ · d 

o ... the :-uolic xxu \"i ich is rea y to su· ort reat "'.llliversities to 

develo_ journ .... ists nu. re_ orters, t:1e v1'1ole , ro.,.'ession will be li ·ted 

' .. ro o ,:reater 11eig'1ts , to gre2ter service 

I C'"'.1e across this hl·""..se l ... st .1i0 ht in .rover s, , 1ich 

pa.rtic larl • <pnlies to the :news.._Y"'=> r, as Y vi on it to be . 11 ,:i om 

crieth nlou in the s reet. She utteretn 1er voice :n t e ro< 1- ces. 

6: e calleth at t:1e ·1e ci OJ.' t: e noisy s·.,ree , at tl e entra ce o the 

g" tes; in t_e c·t sheut eret. :e1 ;ords. 11 

.!. . r.1 t is i, 1e news~1a er - a • ois , cl~ori:. - , L sis tent, 

uervasive , everprese t, subtile, in· luential age~cJ; one tat ,e s.ould 

welcome, one tl at we v,oul correct, and one against whose faults e 

s~ ould d ourselves. 




