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fhe aim of education, I ta e it, is one 

with the aim of hwn~n life. Jtduca tion ie the means by which 

we attain our life's purposes. hat is the aim of human lite? 

It is quite diftioult to give a ooaprehensive definition, but, 

briefly, the aim ot hwn n life mQy be said to be the tree and 

full expressions ot human peraonQlity, the realization of selt
1 

through and b7 and in the midst ot social lite and social 

aotivit7. 

I said the realization of self. Now, this 

self of ours is a very oomplex thing, or, rather, a many-

aided thing. en I epeuk of myself I have in mind the 

body, the intelleo,, and that something which we call the 

soul of a man. he self is the physical and the mental and 

the emotional. The self is a composite of sense, thought and 

teeling--1.llagination. And these things are not arranged in 

us departmentally. Human personality is not organized de-

partmentally; it is orpnized organically. All these are 

interlocked, interlaced, intertwined, acting and reacting upon 

one another; in fact. one element is a constituent of the 

other elements. And so the development of this complex, com

pound human personalit7 is a many-sided development. To have 

a free and full de"f elopment of one' e personal! t7 is to develop 

oneaelt phyaioall7, mentall7. spirituall7; else JOU remain, 

our peraonalit7 re■ains, distorted, poorl7 balanced, awr7. 

And that 1 ■ dangerous. ~or the atreaa of human enera whioh 
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surges tlirougH ua. wlien It finds ltsel~ d1111111ed in one or more 

ohannels, is diverted into the others, where it overtaxes the 

apaoity of that other ohMnnel to oontuin it, here it reaches 

the flood tide, and where it may become destruotive, devastat

ing. 

So that the well-being of the human 

personality is dependent upon the harmonious and simulataneous 

develop ent ot all the aides of all the faculties of human 

personalit7. ~e man whose body is superbly developed but 

whose mind is unorganized. and whose soul is dead,irresponsive 

to the ppeal ot the finer things of life. is only a man in a 

very limited sense of the ord. A mQn hose body and whose 

intellect aro finely developed but hose emotional life is 

undiaoiplined and anarohie, is ad ~eroue man, a danger to 

himself and a danger to society. A an whose body and soul 

are finely developed but hose intellect is untr ined and 

undireoted, ia a helpless man. whose best intention 111 be 

constantly thwarted by his ignoranoe and by hie lack of 

oonstruotive thinking. i'he ideal man is the man in ho■ 

physical prowneaa QDd well-being are blended 1th intellectual 

alertness and spiritual sensitiveness. Physical power, ment

al acumen spiritual sensitiveness. and an inquisitive and 

eager 1aag1nat1on,--theee, to my mind, are the ingredients of 

the well bal need man . 

So that eduoatioD has its program pretty 

well defined when onoe we define hat the im of life is. 

duoatioD, of course, o nnot gi e all these things to a man. 



---~---Ian7 of tnese things are gifts of natmie, gifts of heredity, 

which no post-natal influenoe oan give. But, on the other 

hand, education on and does modify and control and rearrange 

and redireot that whioh nature grants to a man. Phyaioal 

oulture may strengthen a situation which is physioall7 weak. 

Mental tr~ining may stimulate a mind whioh, inspite of its 

native endowments, aa7 otherwise remain sluggish and dul.l. 

Eduoation ma7 take these innate human 1nstinots hioh are 

neither bad nor good but human, and by proper cult1Yation and -

direotion guide these instincts into sooi~lly beneficent 

channels, where otherwise they ould run amuok and destroy 

life. Eduoation aa7 giTe wings to our imagination, hich 

otherwise would lie dormant in us. 

And so education is the tool, the 

teohnique of hwaan development, th tool of progress, the plow 

which breaks the new furrows in the fields of human experience. 

That is education from the point of view ot the individual, ot 

the man. Bow. from the point of view of sooioty, education 

ia that toroe which holds society together. 

I oame aoroee this signitioant paragraph 

in reading .ella'".Toan and Peter":"Jlen have to be unified. 

!bey are driven to seek unit7.Andthe7 are still with the 

individualized inatinote ot a aavage. See. than. what educa

tion always has to be! the prooeaa of taking this imperfectly 

social. jealous, deeply a vage ore ture and aoci lizing him. 

!he deYelopment of education nd the deyelopm nt of hum a 

aooiaU.are one and the aame thing. Edueation makes the aooial 
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man. So tar as schooling goes. it ls quite plainl7 that. 

You taaoh your solitary be~st to read and write, you teach 

him to expxoss himsolt b7 drawing, ~ou teach him other 

languugoe, perhaps, and aomethtng of histor7, knd the dis

tribution ot mankind. What is it all but making thisoreature 

who would natura1ly possess only the fierce, narrow sooia

bilit7 of a suvage tamil7 in the oave into a citizen in a 

greater coIJ.munity? i"hat primarily is whht h&.a been done. 

An uneducuted m~n is a mQn who oun talk to a few score 

~emiliar people with a few hWldrod words. You two CLD talk 

to a quarter of mankind. V,'i th the help ot a 11 ttle transla

tion you oan get to understandings with most of mankind. As 

a child learns the aooepted langu~ge and the accepted writing 

and the la a and rules of life, it learns the communit7." 

In othe~ words, education 1o the moans 

whereby the individulil is initiated into community life and 

into sooi~l organiz~tion. Bow the school ie, ot course. but 

one o! the institutions of education. There are others. 

'.rhere is the home, which is also a potent and tremendously 

important agency in education, in the development of person

alit7, and in the eooiali2ation of the individual. There is 

the ohtlroh, there is the oommunit7; and these institutions ue 

not ·graded seriously or ohronologically. A bo7 or girl lives 

iD allot these institutions simultaneousl7, and their 

intluenooa como to pluy upon h1a eimultaneoualy. So that 

their 1Dt~uenoea. too. are interrelated and intertwined. 

1'he7 are one. 
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Bo~. then, it our definition is a 

aatiataotory one. n .ely, thnt tho aim of education is one 

with huaan life, and thMt the aim of hUJBan life 1s the free 

and full developr ant of human personality. then the program 

and the ourrioulu and the method ot instruction, and the 

tellhnique of instruction and the quality of instructor, become• 

quite olekr and apparent: the school. the public school, and 

the high school and thu college and the universit7 must look 

to the efxioient porformanoe of those things which will help 

to develop man physically, monthlly, spiritually. 

Bow. the Amerio~n school in the last decade 

or two has been quick to reali?.e this task, t•e public school 

to a larger extent than the high echool, the high school to a 

larger extant than the collage or the university; the private 

school to a l~rger extant than th publio sohool, the public 

school to a lurger extent than the country eohool. The 

private aohool. beokueo ot its greater financial independence 

and endolllllent. beoKuae of its smaller enrolment of children, 

and because of the closer cooperation between teacher and 

parent, is able to a larger degree to experiment with the 

newer theories of eduoatioD looking to tho de~elopment of 

humMD pereonalit7, than the publio school. So that the 

private aohool, to that extent, ie a benetaotor ot the public 

aohool for the things 1th whioh it experiments.and the 

theoriea whioh it will establish will ultimatel7 percolate 

down into the oommon public school syate■. 

As a rule, the private school is not a 
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- - --------~ aaount of information and knowledge. 

ov aohool syotea, taken by and large, 

from the public school to the univereit7, is vitiated from 

time to time b7 certain things, the first ot which, to my 

mind, is the desire to make of our educational system a pure-

ly practical, utilitarian affair. Rduoation, as soon as it 

passes from the public school stage, at once is diverted into 

protea ional channels. The youth is at once taught to 

specialize so as to prepare himself for his chosen vocation 

or profession in life. His education 1s stripped down to 

the bare essentials needed for hie profession. 1th the 

result that our education, to a large degree, is training 

aen to be professionals, to be experts, to be specialists, 

to be capable each in the perfor noe of his particular job, 

an efficient maob1ne,--doctor and layer, engineer and 

minister, teacher and business man. 

So that the full and free development ot 

human personality, which is the aia of life. and therefore the 

aim of education, is, unfortunately, quite frequentl7 over

looked. As a result, the man's horizon becomes tragically 

narro ; the man's interest becomes tragically confined; the 

man himself becomes grooved and niohed and jobified. That is 

unwholesome. You hear from time to time eo-oalled practical 

men, ho are the moat impractic l men in the world, attack 

liberal education as a clear dissipation of time and energ; 

those men who would like to turn all of our colleges and 

universities into a aohool which would train efficient and 

_.,_ 
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oapable aaohinea. Olaeeioal educatioa is sneered at as 

being ao 11110h dry rot oome down to us fro• Medieval days. od 

literature and fine art and philoeoph7 and eathetioe are 

reg r4ed by these praotio 1 men as sort of naab7-paab7 

eubjeota that no real--what do they call the■?--he-men ould 

take 

low that is the voice of ·ain Street, ade 

heavy with the rich food of pro perit7, dictating to our 

eduoatora. Bo education. friends, ia worth the name it it 

is not a liberal education. lo eduoation is worth a "tinker' ■ 

da■" if it does not liberate a man, it it does not tree his 

mind to think conatruotivel7 and creati~el7 and tree hie soul 

to roam, if it does not inouloate in him a finer and nobler 

enthusiasm for all of the fine things h1ch baye been said 

and rittan and oreated fro■ the e inning of time, if it 

does not make him eeek out the h nities of lite, if it does 

not give him the humanit rian, the social point of vie• in 

lite. 

e need specialists, of course. ,e need 

men who are specially trained to do a oertain thing especiall7 

well, but over and boye that, and of infinitel7 greater 

import noe to us and eociet7, ia to have men whose mind and 

soul have been trained to love truth and to lo~e beaut7 and 

to loYe goodness in lite; men who haTe social BJIIP&thiea; men 

who loYe hllllllDit7 and all that the struggling and auttering 

mind ot huaaD1t7 baa produoed in the ny of cultval an4 

spiritual nd moral yaluea. 
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And ao Allerioan education 

not to hearken to the voioe ot the praotio 1 men of our day 

and our generation, but to follow its light and to carry 

through its prograa established by human experience nd by 

human needs, namely, the free and full deTelopment of hum n 

personality nd the socialization of the individual. 

fllere is another tendeno7 which today 

seems to Yitiate our educational syate■, namely, the conceptioa 

that the eduoator is there to impart knowledge, to give in

formation to the pupil; that the whole business of the school 

or the high school or the college is to teed the mind, to cram 

it 1th a certain amount of no ledge--facts, eyents, dates 

or formulas. In the first place, that amount of knowledge 

and information whiah the school doea nd should 1~part to 

the student must be true and a c te, uncolored, undistorted; 

and most of the knowledge which our schools impart under the 

subjeots of history and politics and ecoaomioa ia colored 

and distorted and deliberately fals1fie4 by well meaning 

though foolish pedagogues. 

I make bold to aa7 that we ould have 

tar lees war in the orld toda7 it ou historioal text book.a 

were not lying dooumenta, in every land ·here the Tirtuea of 

a nation are extolled and the ?ioes ot • nation are passed 

over 1D ailenoe· where each nation is represented as the 

noblest and the tineat , be70nd elll or the poasibilit7 ot sin, 

and where the arrior and the fighter and the soldier and the 

battle are the toUl' a14ea arolllld bioh the eduoational lite of 
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the cb.114 ts moulded and hahtonea-, and not tbe aolent~st:

and not the teaoher, and not the ■en who quietly and un

oatentatiousl71D the stud7. in the laborator7 and in the 

school roOlll and in the pulpit are giTiDg of themselves to 

make life sweeter and botter, and men finer and nobler. I 

aa7, that even the information and t:nowledge which we impart. 

whether they touoh politioa or government or economics or 

hietor7, are not those conducive to think1ng,--or1t1oal, 

unbiased thinking on the part of the ~upil. 

But be that as it may, the chief function 

of education is not to impart k.no ledge, which knowledge 1a 

sooner or later forgotten.and sooner more than later. or the 

real tu.notion of eduction is to teach a man how to think. If . 

he does nothing else but that, eduostion has justified itself 

1D the fullest measure. !o t e ha an how to use his mind, 

how conatruotiYel7 and consistently and deliberately to think, 

to solve the problem; how to be able to discern, to shift and 

sift evidence; to discern the true from the false. the real 

from the unreal. to think logic~lly. to think without bias 

and without prejudice; to thiD.k.--the most difficult and the 

most neoeesary thing in lite. ·That, I take it. is the real 

tunotion and purpose of the school. Rot to impart beliefs, 

not to transmit dogmas, not to 1nculoate notions which are at 

this day considered orthodox aDcl conventional and proper. but 

to stimulate, toe tat work this marTeloue machinery of the 

hum n mind, so that hen th& young man goes out into life he 

take■ with hi not a certain amount ot dead taota and dea4 
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we1ght--a m1leatone o~ information, but he tMkea into lite 

an aotive, marvelously orking machinery to solve every 

problem and to meet every situation whioh will confront him 

with tair chance of suoceas • 

That the American system of education 

very often forgets. Presidents and professors in our un1vers1-

t1ea who think to muoh are unceremoniously discharged, ·1th 

the result that our student bodies in most of our 0011,gea 

present the sorry spectaole of a atandardi2ed, UDifor■, 
. 

monotonous affair, without color, without life. ithout 
. 

individuality, without cultural uniquenea■, quite ordinary, 

and quite unattraotive. 

Lastly, there is this tendency, too, which 

aometimos threatens our A erioan educational system, especial

ly the public sohool systea. na 17. the attempt to Protestant 

iza our public sohools, to introduce form&l dogma, religion. 

into our common school educational sy tem. I said that it is 

the purpose of eduoation to develop a man physically, mentally 

and spirituall7. Spiritually. I did not say that it is the 

function of the public school to develop a man theologioall7. 

f)lat is the business ot the church and the temple nd the 

synagogue and the home. The publio school well perfo ms its 

spiritual task when it trains the youth into clean, tine 

habita--phyeioal oleanlinesa, ment 1 oleanliness. spiritual 

oleanlineaa; when it opens its mind to think honeatl7, when 

it teaches reTerenoe tor the great instituti na of human life. 

e, tor the ohuroh, for one•a 001111unit7, for one•a 
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oouatr7. and tor the hole of mankind. That 1a the limit and 

the extent of the spiritual eduoation which the public school 

ought to undertake. Beyond that it ie d ngeroua. Beyond that 

the public aohool becomes the theologia battlefield. l'or no 

one oan teaoh formal religion without introduaing a aubjeotive 

personal biaa. 

!he publio sohool ought to be a plaoe 

here children meet as children and not as members ot this 

ohurch or that church. or this denomination or that denomina-

tion. There ia a danger against which e must guarl our-

selves in this generation, and above all generations. thia 

ie the most intolerant arid the most bigoted and the moat 

benighted generation wbioh Amerio has experienced 1D a 

hundred year e . 

To sum up: t e ric n school may justly 

be regarded as the pride and the glory of American lite. The 
. 

greatest tribute that can be paid to the AmAriaaD people is 

that to this d y we are spending more money on the education 

ot thoir children than an7 other thing and an7 other institu-

tlon in erioaa lite today. Tho .American sahool is alert 

to the problem of ore efficient, oulturall7 etticient type 

of education, and it 111 undoubtedly progres ivel7 solYe 

this problem. 

I think a word of tribute ought to be 

pa14. hen one ep ks of the Aaerloan school, to tho•quiet, 

patient. oonaeorate4 ■oula ho, 1D the olae■ ro • in the 

aohool■ of our great land. quietl7 and unoatutat1ouel7 perto 
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real evotlon thla. the greatest tasI of 

civilization. I ean the teacher; the teaoher, who is seldom 

heralded and seldom proclaimed and seldom publicly honored; 

the public school teacher nd the high school teacher and the 

college teaoher--those ~en and women to whom e owe so much 

of our mental and moral development. 

hen one looks back upon one's school 

days one does not think of the mount of kno ledge which he 

received there, much of hioh he ma7 have forgotten. One does 

not think of his aritlur\etio, of his histor7, ot his geograph7. 

One thinks, as I think, of a few luinoua personalities who, 

b7 divine grace. oame athwart our lives and helped ua. stillll

lated us, set us to thinking. These ■en and women are, to 

my mind, the real r ya ot mantlnd ministering at the altar 

of humanity. Some da7 when e re a iittle more enlightened 

th n e are today, and a little more thoughtful than we are 

today, we 111 pQ7 sore heed and more attention to these 

uncomplaining souls ho do the work. the real work, ot 

civlliz ion. Under aid al aya, aociall7 UDreoogDized, as 

they should be, ne rly always. But b7 and large, they are 

more important to this country and to the orld than the men 

ho exploit the millions and amaea the fortunes, and 

appropriate the material goods of life. 

The te oher--o1Y111sat1on•a guide-poa~ 

n4 path-tinder. 




