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■en to apeak of Moaea firat in thie 

aerie■ of lectures on t fcuD4era of the religiona 

of the the religion which Moses founded 

was the fir■t among t religiona of the earth; the religion■ 

of Bab7lon and A■87%' bad been highl7 4eTelope4 and a7at .. -

atise4 long before e■• wild noaadio,Se■itio tribe■ appeare4 

upon the fringe of anaan and began their career of religiou■ 

domination of mank nl; alailarl7 was the faith of Eapt 

quite highl7 elabo te4 oenturiea before lloaea waa bom. I 

haTe chosen to ap k of Jloaee firat for two reaaona: firet, 

beoauae Juctain, n point of tim , i■ the first great 

religion of t7 which ha a r,ived to tbia 4ay; and, 

griat religiou■ peraonalit7 lfhioh appeared on the acene of 

hiator7. 
~ 

• Up to t.. time 

.rrneti1■• of .., great out■tan41ng per■onalitiea. Th• re
~ 

ligiona of India, If A■&J'ri•, o/1 Ba 7lon, ,ti Eapt, wre the 

preoipitate■ of •• ■t illperaonal~force fi:7 wen the un-
-" 

oonaoloua a4Juat■enta of 1ntrtt~Te ll&D to hi■ eulroaaent • 

igiou of pr 

tatiou,--th•• nre oo oat 
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whether among the 

or 9 41atant 

India. e oreatlona of 

were 

1th Ko••• the prophetic peraonalit7 ,19t ■■ 

Venter4the arena of rellgloua tbough,..the great one-man 

who, rieiug abo·,.. the -H, be•I•• tie reinterpret eooial iJJ{ ac, 

ouatoa aec1: ■e11eJ Plllt, and conaeloual.7 an4 quite dellber-
-. ~ 

atel7 ~g1Te5,def1nite direotion~CCI••••-._.__.._ 

••U&'•• ■ 101 tcM• sat at.~• 
~ ~u~,-# 5~~~~~~ 

the beginning ofA ellgloua progreaa,1for 

a1ong the channel' of pereonallt71 

gre •--reformation, reTolutlon, 

/ vf' ible b7 the etriTinga firet of 

/ hia faith, hia hope, hie p 

~ ■o Ko■e■ ie t 

oouoioua pro-

are aa4e po■a

eat soul who tran■■lta 

the maeaea. 

firat in point of time 

of these great, titanlo rel1g1o peraonallti•• who giTe 

direction and new meaning to • religiona of their c1q.) In 

coDDection with thia thought loh I am en4eavorlng to ■tr••• 

thla momtnc. it ia not to note that a great religi011e 

write1~goaerM111 a1PUl .. k1Jlg of the God o_f ~•rul) make■ 
~ ~ 

thi■ keen ob■enatloa: llDique eharaoter, of the God of ,, 
the Hebrew 1■ hie iJlt a per■0Dallt7. Throughout the 

,, \ ., \ 

in: "I .. the Lora. I ..... I .. 



• 

, 

tremendoual7 real 

personallt7. 

and all-perTa■iTe 

I/) 

!he God of the Bible wee not a pale, meta-!11 
-----~-ph7eical abetraction) 

~ 
wthlaa3t-. 1mperat1Te 1..a. in eatual ne 

' ,t ,, .. w, .~~ ;,~ :...--• 
t)t,a :Bibl •- --e AJEil, YlfJ , " 

-
OTe orowd out all 

ll••i,y that the great pereonalit ••• firat .-.. he 
~ 

God concept 1 on of the ancient Ile e 

j~--~~~ ................ i ·.~ 7 masterful peraonallt7.whioh ... 

Iarael. (la 

deliberate, creation of indiTiduala, and therefore 

the moat anced and progres Te of religiona./ 

&ew, Who waa thie man oaea? V ry little 

la mown of him that ia not legen4aey. The great miata of 

hlatoey p /i1m ails 11. t. {r-a raoorda of the :Bible oome from 

a much later ti~•• and alrea4y show the traoea of the 

embellishment■ which the imagination of the raoe 1D the 

■uoceeding centurie■ ad4e4 to the rare personality of tbia 

m Jloaeaj 1rz 2 ~ legend la the tribute whloh a raoe 

pqa to lh great mea. (.&. people 11:Ua to 11TB lta life 1a 

lta great hero•~ .&. great IUD la the pro41lot o 
~ 

1Jl a two-fol4 a DN. Bot 01117 4oe■ hi■ r•o, ••Mf-tat:a-------
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Lincoln 04&7 la 1111ch more 

time. 

of hie da7. 

..... It hla opporlllllitie•A . 
J ~ ..... ...., 

during hie life

he meant to the 

a grea maa gron, 

I 

Ko••• la 14ent1f1ed with the gnat epoch of 

' the exodua, which took place some thirteen hundred yeara 

before the c01111on era. Sae 1'114 Sealtio tribe• ba4 mi-

grated into the delta of the Bile. For a time the7 119re 

proaperoua an4 en~oyel freedoa. A change of 4yna■t7 

occurred and th••• tribes were nbJected to oppreaalon and 

to tJT•IIDl'• !hey were mau to do ,the hard ta■k■ of the 

Bgptiana. to build their fortified oitiee an4 their 
~ 

pµaaia.e. 'fbe7 were krf el lsaulua. ~e aon the7 wre 

oppr••••l;-■o a&J'• the keen p)lll••• r wrltiag that obapler 
I 

of th• Bi~l~--tlle more thq grew 4 the aore tlle7 llllltipliel. 

whioh 1■ a -.nelou ,1t rioal philoao-,.. or Ule 
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.,,, 
philosophy 

oppressed h 

multlpll 

, true unto thia da7. "!he more the7 

the more he lncr••••4 and the more he 

dom of the deaert which these tribes once experienced and 

never forget, remained with them/amouldering, until the time 

cams when oppression so great that the fires of re-
~ ~ ~I 

bellion began to ha;e:a~ he souls of t hese ea.-...•••••!D:. 
And Moaea appea:rJdon the aoene. 17?.e are tol.d that Jloaea 

was doomed to death. as were all male ch114.ren 

Iaraelitea in :E-gypt. But h a mother placed him in a little 
~ ,. _., 

~~ - ,, , I · 

the waters of the Bil•--veq much like 

Romulu■ and Rema were placed upon the waters of the Tiber, 

G•T7 IBllch like the waters of tU 

. Euphrate~ 1.lpi ~•--=- who • ileetined to be th~e__,l,.Ali,.• 

of hie eople was deliTered from death bl! Jrf b~~-•-• 

~ the Irr• ■• of Pharaoh, and lloaea grew up a prince 1n the 

house of the king. 
t 

Koaes wa■1 ra1aed aa ..,. .. _..,... the 

splendor o~ the courta of the aDCient Pharaoll.ar but when 

flu J grew up. uJll.ike a&1Q' of hia deeoendenta rdq. ::P• 

- -~ -=----when the7 grow up leaTe their brethern. lloae~ ■ou t Jli• ... , 
. ., ~ 

. /... J'rom the palaoe he 4eacen4el a.to the, 
~,r~- 1~ I 

] J ,,. • 

• the heaving mltitude■ toiling 1lJlcler th burning 

heat cif the E&7Ptian llkiea, ■laTlng for Pharao~, groaning 
~ 

UD4er the 7oke ot the tau- ■ter•• 1111111 o••• '11••• sat••• 
~ 

o••••lfwl ., hi• , •• ,1 ... , f/1. hi■ ■ie■lo la life s-
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4qh oul be the emaDoip tor at hi nal ve brot ra. 

One cla7. aeeing an tian brat 117 beat 

an ente bled Hebrew. ·• could no longer per om hi ta■k. 

oaea. in-. 
~ 

ath and the ae ion of youth. arose and slew 

~ m,ti ta••r he as betrayed by 

fello Je • nd ~ oaea h d to nee th land of gpt. He 

bee e an exile49 ew for 

neaa of idian--an exile 

op ortunit7 to beccme t 

th 

ilde , 

ye re he live - 1~ th ilder-

-
the .., 

and 

th ild r-

cl 

wealth and 

air. under 

ion,--aomeho. out t 

open skies. h re tl1ere 

oa-- llah.--•o how. 

clear 

aa the 

tee a an la 

ble come into co11111D.nion 

and out of the reat 

haTe co which ve 

--

the 

11 rne ■ tho mlght7 

th d tiJQ' o half of th 

eph r4. • 

• 



• 
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,i-,, tllere, aucJ he iab1~••• •••. ,i., eNrllbeltltl:ns lltmger 

tar fr~edom which the deaert t:::lJ:;; •••it■ ohi14ren. ODIi 

V, 
----■o free as the nomad of the wildernea■• And then one 

~~· ~4~~ • I~ 
4a.7 tNe long period of ■21"1?:+1■. of ge■tation~ 
~ c........~~~ ,, 

•1r1tRal Qllltiy1tJg~ DBViR@ ••en end-~tbs revelat,oa • , 
,,... (A,Al ~ ·n>wd -.J. ~ • .,#6 

--cmss, A t,61ce,. call&(H_.. to his life~ ork. Goel reveallllL 
~ ~ 

>J,tmself as s 'll••n••a ii.rue, as ~ al ys reveal■ himself to 
~~ 

hie ch114ren,~ae e. co uming flame, as an overpowering and 
/"-

.,.,. ose realizes that he must ... 
~ 

burning conviction. 

leav the quit and the peace of tM eaert 

bask to that world of master lava, of king and aerl, 

Ml4t-.llN~· toil and ~ffer in of pleasure and suffering, 
I 

order that he may becane the pator of hia peop~ ~ 

0898 MIii_..-. ... _...-.,._.. •••• aoas 

prophet end 't#e leader. 

9tt':::'.-fl1!J'lr:~m1.=-1 ..... .,...~Nr'~'Y!J~ 

timee, ao says the Bible, osee •••sOsa-11111,...,,... 

' ~t11ts•c1N1__.«•■11■••---•• •r .... ,~, at shall I aay?" 
I' 

"Th p srle will not believe me." 

~he a er o the Lord la great. A oODT1otion, ono• 

1 t beoomea trong in the oul of a man, oannot b d .. ,. 

_,_ 
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It become■ 
LAN t 

lzt.~ 
h t,,d., ~ 

So Ko■•• .&a.a~ the wilderness and return-p to 

E87Pt, and there beg1.Da that long, tragic period of atruggle, 

not OJU.7 to CODTiDO ~ cruel king to aitigate hie hardship, 

but to convince a people tha't for four hllll4Ncl 7eara 1tQ . A 
been ateeped in slavery. to mock off ita ahackl•• and to~~ 

":;;t'freedom. w. jlis mission,... 11a. Far from easing the 
'"~ 

burdene of ~ people.~ 1.1ug,; err•8•I: at thi orr■AiiYi' 

But Ko■•• mow that it 1■ not nough to 

emancipate a people politicall7• •~•tjf Iarael ia to become 
wJ,~ ~ 

a great •••tl• W- muat emancipate it■elf epirituall.7. Be 

1111at gln - ta Ierael a law,• aole; lq •1•~ tu■e peepie■ 

-a-
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other people. 

wish hie people to be like an7 

ing gone through the tragedJ' aD4 

the auffering of exi ea d aertdoa, and having redeemed hia 

people. desired to 

so he eoTenanted with d; he e■tabl1ahe4 a unique coanant 

between hie people 

to .TehoTBh; he made 

peculiar mission and 

hovah;De riveted the soul of Israel 

el ehoTah'■ people; a people with a 

a peculiar deati~. BaTiDg 

unto the promieed l 4, the con1R11111ation of hie life work. 

Ah. but the people hom he led waa a people of ■lave■; th• 

ph7a1oal eT14ence■ f eerfdoa maJ' haTe been loat, but the 

apiritual, the P87 hie illprint of four !nancll'e4 7•r• of 

serfdom rema1ne4. Hie people began bli.lldiq UBto tllemaelTe■ 

golden •al Te■ ; h .... i..ring after the tleallpot• of Eo,t, the 

people began to 

harlabip, a llff 

leat.er al NU 

.... 00llflaiJl; WUMTer ta.7 faee .. & 

an ••-.r, tlle7 tU'M •poa llalr 

4e■tro7 ht.a; for at heart tu7 •re 

_,_ 



r~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ WI f_llU,;f,,,..~ u a 
~ ~I~ 

• 

• 



• 

•• 

• 

enter the 

a 

the 

culiar 

••• soon realis t theee 

t 

cannot 

out of it 

deTious way■ through 

to perieh in 

led them along 

wildernea■ , until the entire 

generation of 

ohildren,who 

ehel., and a new generation of 

haldron of fire . " grew up. Theae 

of the Hebrew nation. When 

the 

Jor 

oTer lloaea people to the RiTW 

, on their way to the proai lanl. 

Ko 

promised. lanc1 • 

get thee up to the top 

afar off, but hither 

never destined to enter the 

f Go4 emne to him and aa14: "lloN■ , 

not come." 

th• land froa 

He alone of the 

old generation could ot enter the promised land. He ha4 

order had come to a lose, and Kos••' death was to mark the 

close of that chapt And Ko■es ■trained hie. tired, age

wearied eye■ OTer eland of Cman and aaw that beautiful 

lad, the eight o which au.etained hill throughout the m&JQ' 

year■ of wan4eri -the hope of being there, of 11Ting there, 

of apen41ng the a■t few yeare of hie life there; 1up1rlt1Dg 

hlll luring the errl'ble year■ of the wllaernH■ • ~ WU, 
I_ I nt llo1 ••ii•* .le. tA. 

legen4 ••78 Mr t the angel Qal»rlel ■preal out hie eoach, 
/ 
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prep1med bi1 ••••••••Aim. and the angel icbael spread 

hie silken robe upon him. and the angel placed a 

■ilken pillow under his head, and God liimeelf descended, and 

reedom became the keynote of Israel' 

il'e ~ I'\ 

t~,..u.~1Q.1145-~..aa ...... .,.-.rii1&-~~~,._a~L.i:Gllar_..~~~as-......, 

iP-
Bo e eo resonant with ideal■ 

of emancipation a the.history of he children of Iarael; a 

people ~hich lo d freedom. ape hich hated royalt7, 

hioh ineiatecl that Gol 

speaks unto by grace an4 no b7 ~riv1lege; tbe.t birth an4 

position an r~ and anoeet17 mean nothing 1n the sight of 

God. 

a 1.,.._; 

and ao wae 



• 

IU;J -pGAIA-,, 

~ ~ ~,~ 

~~~~ 

,,r.;r., ,, __ .. ,~-"- ' A~ ~ 
~ -~ ~ I ~ 

• 

w • 
I 



• 

• 

■hepberda ana tillers of the ao1l,--pls1n men anJ· woae~. 

And they beoame the 

Moses ia tnioal of 

of revelation to 

of the race 

• people■• 

the supreme emancipato race. is the 

o eatabliahed a great coTenanter e people--the man 

coTenant between and ~od, between I r~el and Go4. l'lo 

peculi&r relat·onehip between e peop1e and its God. A 

whole people n dertaAes to be a ki~dom of priests and a 

hiera.rc 
• 

;.11nd you, a whole 

not a priestcraft·, b 

ople; not a class. not a 

a. whole people, through 

this co. enant, t akes on the burdeu a.nd the miracle o-f 

priesthood. 

Aud !aet:\it, 1l e h~ the founder of the 

some things in common but un ~•a1Ni. Kos•• take■ 
a 

these tribes and gives themAsoul, a nst1onal soul, becauae 

he givee them a natioilB.l mission and a national deatlJJT. 

The Bible speaks or oaes·. as prince, of oaes as emancipator:, 

of ,.oees ae leader, of oees as legislator. of Koaea a■ 

warrior. and yet perhaps the truest appelation which ma7 be 

given to that ma1velou personality is that of shepherd. 

en Israel wished to speak lovingly of ita 

God. Israel spok of God as a ahepherd. "Shepherd of I■rael, 

hearken unto ua. ih7 should we be like lo st sheep, lCII t 

in the darlcneas of ihe orl4? Shephard of Israel, hearba 

unto ua." hen I rael wiehed to sp k lov1Dgl7 of 

-12-



• 

• 

• 



• 

tJ Jloaee, it spoke of him aa the shepherd, the man who, 1D / 
spite of tti 'backalidi11g of hie people. ana of their iDaulta 
and their moc ery, in epi~e of their aina and their ■hort-
cominga, never, never lost hie loTe for th••• en the 
people sinned gr eYiou"17 and built a golden oalf after he I 
had giTen them the Te Commandment■, and God waa wrought with 
the 

kneels before God a 

and sought to deatro7 them, oae■ 

atay-■, "Great God, tq children hay 
sinned, but forgiv them. nd if thou wilt not. then erase 
Dl7 name thee, tete me aa a vioarioua atonement 
for the eina of t~eae, 'ftJ7 bl 4 and m1aga1ded little lamb■ , 
for I am their ebfepherd." 

Moaee died top of ~ount ebo in a 
lonel7 shepherd aepuloher; and no knowa the place of hia . 
■epulcher. But the apirlt of oaea, the •mancipator, the 

not lie burie in a ■epuloher on an vukao ■011J1ta1n top, but 
hae long ■iDc/ found a place in the ■anon of a people' ■ 
■0121. la the inoarnation of the epiri~ of Mo•••• 
Bia epiri t h a long ince bee• one I 
lighte •hioh lea4 a ■torm-toa■e4 and tortured >m■an1 
aoro■a th/ temp ■tllou■ ■ea■ 'llDto the ■afe, quiet harbo 
of b atitucte. 

aa-o--




