
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         149           52           213 
 
 

Gautama (The Buddha), 1925. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



"GAUTAMA." 

February 8, 1925. 



_(.~t~ 

~Shorthand t:. 
-, Aepaki -

Q~ 

" UfAKA. 



·• 

• 

• 

r,J) 
I wieh to speak thi■ aorntng of the :fowler 

of a religion whioh onoe upon a tiJlle ••• the religion of 

more than one-hal:f of manktDI. and which toc1&7 muaber■ ■ore 

than 136 m1111ou of people aaong 1t■ .worah1pper■. !hi■ 

faith neTer peraeoutel 11111' other faith. and never won 

It grew aa a reault of the pelMlltal. 

propaganda of it■ 4eToteea and the moral auaeion of it■ 

41aclple■. 

It is no longer a great religion 1n In41a. 

Where it waa born, but it baa it■ m.1111ou of adherent■ 1Jl 

China, Japan an4 Central Aaia, Xorea, Siam and other parta 

of the Aaiatio worll. !he tounc1er of thi■ religion;-•hiah 

ia mown a■ BD44liiaa--Qea,aaa, o -later oJL, when the truth 

waa reveale4 unto him. beo ... mcnm a■ the Ba44ha--the 

B:al.1ghtene4 One,--Qaut811& belo11ga to that marYelou■ periol 

in 1'•JMJJ hiato%7 ooapr1■•4 wt thlD the ■ixth an4 the ■eTen'Ua 

oenturie■ befon the 0011110a era--that gol4ea age whleh gaT• 

ri■e to Zoroaater in Per■ia. to Confll.0111■ 1n China, te 

Jeremiell an4 other great prophet■ la I■rael, to Heraclfitua 

1n Greeoe; a ■&rTelou■ age of eplrihal awakening anl 

1ntelleob.a1 que ■t an4 re■tleaane■■ , whioh ha■ left lt■ 

imprint upon all 1111ooee41ng oenturie■ and who■• aplritual 

oontr1but1ou are part of our oo-on heritage tola7. 

Qautaaa the poet wa■ 'bol'D ln the ■izth 

oeah17 bef on the oo-•• era. Be ... laora 1D ID4la 1Jl 
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th• northwestern proTinoe, in what ia now Britillh India, 
• 

not tar fro■ the pre■ent oit7 of Boar••• Of oour■e legenl. 

nrro11n4■ hl■ birth and hi■ earl.7 ohllclhoocl with ll1rac11l011■ . 
attenlant olro•■tanoe■, .tu■t aa it nrro11D4■ the birth aD4 

the life of eTe17 great religl•• peraonali'7; lnlt :troa tm 

ma■a of IQ"th and legen& a few taot■ mq be gleanel. 

wa■ born fro■ the nobillt7. Bi■ parents belongel to th• 

ari■toorao7 of their partioular olan or raoe; hi ■ father 

waa a ohleftan, or a prlue or a king aaong hi■ people, anl 

Gautama therefore •n~o7el in earq 7outh the comfort■, the 

a4Tantage■ of noble birth; like Koaea, who wae raieed in the 

palaoe of the Pharaoh, an4 like Zorouter, but UDl.Ue Jen■ , 

who wa■ a oarpeater'• ■oa, and 1Ulllk Kohaaaea, who •• a 

oamel lrinr • So that ••al h an4 p0Tert7 an reall7 ao 

hlnc1rance■ to greatu■■; the gi-eat man tranaoen48 them both. 

Up to the age o~ twnt7-DiM Qe.utm liTe& 

the life of a nor11el 7011th, a man belonging to the ari■too-
. 

ra07 of India. !hen soaethbg happen.&; a ■harp ltnak 

oocu■ 1D hie life; he ndulll,7 4eo14e■ to lean hie hoae, 

hi• wife an4 oh114, hi■ :t.rien4a and hi■ ooa:ton■, azul to •t 

out a■ a wand.erer ant a begger 1D ■earoh for ,rutll. lbat 

happenel wa■ probabl.7 tu renlt of ■&Q 7ear■ of ■n- an4 
• 

cli■■atl■faetioa 1Jl the ■olll of Qaut.... !he lite abollt hla 

414 not ■atl d7 hill. s .. etblng m leaTelli.11g la hi■ ■oal; 

■o■ething n.■ 7eant.1Dg for expre■ ion, ancl Qautaaa felt that 

1D hl■ pn■ent eDT1roDHnt, nrroun .. 4 'b7 hi■ aear one■ Ul4 

'b7 hi■ ooafod■ --4 'b7 hi■ lmrl••• that • e1:)1wg wcnal& 
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uTer expre■s iteelf. Be nee4ecl eolitucle; he neede4 

laolatlon to flnl h1maelf. 

Legend aq■ that fou~ tblnge moved the Bu44ha 

to lMTe hla home: the elpt of a 4eorepit old man, the 

eight of a 41naN4 014 maa, the 

an4 the eight of a oalaeaoetie. 

ight of a fe■teriJlg oorp••• 

!h legend holu w1 thbl 

1 t■elf the kernel of tnth. . Gaatama eTeD cluriJlg hie 7011tll 

waa becoming lmprea■ecl with the eTil of the wor~a. witlt 1 ta 

trau1torlne■a, ~th it■ aorrow, with it■ lmp•x ~•'IO•, an4 

he lmngered f<r that ■plritual 11luainat1on whloh waal4 

reaolTe hie doubt■ ancl aolT• hie problema an4 anmr hia 

perplexltiea whioh would ■aTe him from the sorrow of the 

wor14. And so he left bi■ home and retir ec\ ln.to the woou, 

and for eix 7eara he lived the lit of a hermit, praoticing 

aaoeticiem, -- a rlgoroua aaoetlo. tucqing the wiea.om and the 

phllo■op)Q' of hi■ time■, meeting an4 holdllag CODTerH With 

other Hekera after the truth, and groplDg through the worl4 

of hie epirit for th• ke7 to the absolute tnth. 

Bat eT14entl.7 aaoet1o1•, ••lf-mortifioat ion, 

414 not lea4 him to trath, an4 one cla7 11hen hi■ Nlf

printiou an4 aortif1oat1ou oau■e4 hill to taint, •• ■tanel 

aD4 emao1ate4 waa he, that when h• wae rou■e4 froa hi■ fas.nt 

he 4eo14e4 that he ha4 'beea ■pen41Jlg ■lz 7ear■ of hie lite bl 

niJI; that all hie tlae_ wae like t11ae ■pent in enleaToriJlg to 

t7blg alr into mot■• J.aoet1o1• •• aot leading hla to 

,nth. .ADI ao he pTe up ,hat rigoro•■ regiM Ul Uao1p11u 

an4 returae4 to normal life; not to hi■ ho•, to hia 
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oomfort■, but to normal exi■tenoe. 

AD4 then, ao rune hia hiato17, gre t 

temptation beaet hill; the pull of hi■ former life waa ■traag 

upon hill; the peaoe and the ~07 an4 the oomforta of the 

earl7 life in the home of his parent•, ■urrounded b7 hi• 

loTe4 onea,--the■e thing■ began to fascinate hill anew, anl 

to tantalise hill and to beckon him to return. Kara, the 

great tempter, waa after hill, and he wreatled with Kara eTell 

as Jacob wre■tled with the angel of clar:.t:ne ■e, alone in the 

night; eTeD a■ Jena wre■tlel with Satan on the top of the 

mountain; and he fought his spiritual battles to the bitter 

enl, until one 4a7, under an oak tree. weakened and worn b7 

thia terrific struggle with him■ lf, the tnth BUddenl.7 

■aturate4 hie whole being. From that ■OIDent he beoame the 

Bltddha--the Bnlightenecl Om. !he ■eoreta of the uniTerae 

were ·laid bare before hie inner e7e, ant he knew tbat he ha& 

found the wq; he mew that he had dieooTerecl the path which 

leala to beatit11u, and fro■ that 4a7 11Dtil the eD4 of hi■ 

life, fort7-fiTe 7ear■ later, the Blllaha beo ... a teacher 

and a preacher, wanleriJlg fro■ Tillage to Tillage along ti. 

Gange• riTer, -•ting peO)tle, prlnoe and paper al.lb, g1Tlng 

the■ hi• new Tieioa and \he new trath llhioll hu OOM to hill, 

reoe1Tillg &lee &114 bestowing beneUotloa • 

•• are told that he returned to h1e i.o•, to 

hl■ wife, to hie ■on; but he returned •• the Bud4ha. Be 

DeTer g&Te up hl■ ai■eion u preacher an4 teacher, &114 until 
• 
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attempt to defeat diaaolution anl 41.aintegration bringa with 

it pain; ■o that any attempt made b7 a 1'vman being to pre

■erTe hi■ 1nd1T1dual1t7, hie ego, hie 1dent1t7, hie aeparate

ne■e--to be himllelf, to hold blllleelf together aa a unit 

aeparate aD4 di■tinot, 1a to 4e ~ the law of 41e1ntegi-ation 

and 41eeo111t1on, an4 it ia to incur pain and offering an4 

■1■•%7• So that to be 1■ to eldfer. 

!hat is the fir■t of the four Boble !ruth■ 

of the B114aha. Bow, wb7 l.o•• enetenoe neoeaaarll7 bring 

pain? What la the origin of arlferlngT I haTe stated it. 

Stating it in another wa7, it 111 thia: the origin of mffer- 1 

1Dg ie desire. When you want a thing you nffer fer it 

until you get it; when you get it you are .not satisfied; you 

want eomethlng more. In ot r ora. gratifioation lea4a 

to increased hunger, and life is jut OD& mountiDg fever of 

dlaoontent. We feel our h11Dg9r upon the aatiafaotion of 

other thinga. Our seat for lite--for thia life or life 

hereafter, our Te'r7 hunger for exiatenae le. 1B itaelf, the 

aouroe of our greateat 41aoontent. In other wor4a, the will 

to liTe la the root of all our mlae"r7. That 1• the Noona 

tratll of the Bud4ha.. 

Iow, how 1• thl• auff ring to be cleatro7e&T 

Bow i■ man to oYeroome thee• ■iaerle• of hie life! Wq, 

■lapl7 b7 deetro7lng 4ea1re; b7 oeaaina to W&llt to l1Ye • 

!hat do•• not mean neoe■■arll.7 b7 eomlttlng •1•148, bul 1'J' 

le-,tng thl■ Jnmger for life. When 7011 free 7ouraelf fr ■ 

the l7ran117 o'f 7our ego, fro th• t77an117 of 7011r ■enae, •~. 
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7ou are a fr•• man. en JOU come to think of 7our■elf 

not as an indiTidual, not a■ a ■elf-aufficient, ■elf-

ooncerna4 peraoa--a something which Jou mu.at fit and hol4 

together and proteot and augment,--when 7ou come to think of 

7our■elf merel7 a■ a waTe upon the ocean, a link 1n an eDdle■• 

chaia of oau■• ancl effeot--the fruition o:f all that hae gone 

befoze, and the ■eed of all that ia to come 1D the future; 

when you oame to tb~nt of Jour■el:f aerel.7 a■ a ■oTement 1D 

the Ha of eternal emra; when 7ou forget 7our■el:f, 70v 

■oul, your persoualit7 aacl 7our indiTldualit7, wh7 then JOU 
a11 

8MDoipate 7ouraelf from.the -oonaerna and all the affiiotiou 

which come with indiTiduallt7; 7ou •■anoipate 7our■el:f fro■ 

uaire, from luat, from ~er, therefore froa pain aD4 

■orrow. You haye cle■tro7ed fer~. !bat la the th1r4 

of the great truth■. 

And the laat om concerna the 'fl&7 to pt to· 

tbia point where 7011 oan 4eatro7 ■uffering--the eight-foll 

path which leacla the man to beatituu; and I haTe real thoee-

rightuae of epeeoh, o:f ooD4uot, meditation, eelf-11&eteZ7, 

an.I •o :tortll. low, theH eight thing■ are not, in the 111D4 

of the Buddlla, thinga cle■irable 1D an4 :for theaaeln■• an 
• 

ethioal 117ate■ for th• aake of iaitating Go&, or for the ■au 

e:f expreaaing th• be■t tut ia 1n u■, or an ethloal ■7■t•■ 

•• a renlt of a eatagorloal illperatift • 

eight t are ••r•l.7 ao ••:sv help■ to le■tro7 ou 

la41Y141lallt7, anl. ,hereb7 to u■tro7 palll an4 ■orrow. Ia 

other pane of hla wrltlag the Ba4cllaa apeak■ of the ,en 
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ohalna, the ten fetter■ which a man Jllll&t fir■t break before 

he could enter that prophetic atate of ■elf-annihilation-- . 

IirTana. 
~ 

of aelf; 

~ 
He must first deatro t chain of the fi ■■•••ton 
~- G. -~0,,,•Mtcq':)__ / 3J 

e muat de•tro7 4
0

01!bt ;}\; • mu~t deatro7 the belief 
/\ -.lt..A --- "-" 

in the efflcao7 of goocl worn and ceremolli.ee; he muat de■tro7 
, . - -

■eD1111alit7, •x>tN pe■■l1ms; he muat 4e■tro7 ill-will an4 
- - I.. 7 fi' 

the loTe of life, and the 4esire for a hture life, ancl pride 
'f I~ 

and aelf-righteouaneaa and ignoranoe. The■e are the thing■ 

which are ■tllDlbliDg-Dlook■ in the wa:y of the oomplete 

emancipation of the hllDl&n aolll. 

The Buddha haa a epDol for hia e7etem of 

religiou metaph7aioa, and hie B7JaDOl 1■ a wheel--a wheel 

U.Tidecl into Tari011■ ooapartmenta, each compartment 

representing a oauae and. an effeo
1

t 1 and the h 18 
cJA~ t c~ ~~.__ 

oaught in that wheel of cause and e:ffeo\ 11 and the human be 1Dg 

i■ caat about in thi■ oeaaele■al.7, eDdleaal.7 reTolTing wheel 

of life, and he can neTer get out of it unleas through an 

effort of aelf-maate17 and self-emancipation. The spokes 

of thia wheel, accoraing to the Bll44lla, are ignorance an4 the 

free diapoaitiona that come to us from the put, and that 
J 

oontiJme■ after u■ in the tu.ture--the xan.--conaoiou■ne■s, 

ind1Ti4ualit7, eenaibili't7, contaot of our ■enN■ With 

obJeot■, ■enaation, leeire, loTe of life, •l■tenoe, birth, 

old age, death, ■afferiDg. 

Bo• 1■ maa to pt out of thi■ wheel, th1■ 

oea■-le■■q reTolTiJlgT !ha' ia the wllOle purpo■e of the 

BudGlin philoaoplaJ'. BIIAGli• l■ a rellgloa of aalntion, 

_,_ 
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but not to aaye ■&Ye a man from 

the torment■ of the hereafter. but how to ■ave a man fro■ 

himaelf; how to re■cue one's being from that endleaa, re

TOlTing wheel of cause and effeot--from life itself; beoauae 

aa long aa life ia, suffering 1■; and 4eath doe ■ not end 
~ 

life, for the soul of man contimiea through an enclleaa eerie■ 

of tranamigratiou, to go OD ancl on 't;hrough thia wheel o-f 

life. 

Bow ia man to ■aTe himeelf froa the life here 

and the future aerie■ of traD11111igrationaT That ia the 

obJect and purpoae of the mea■age of the Budcll:la. A maa oan 

aave hilleelf onl7 b7 deJV"~ hlm■elf, b7 IAlppreaeiDg hia 
. 

ind1Tidualit7,b7 extillpllihiJlg ~- lOYe of life, the loye . 

for poaaesaion, the loYe for e~i t1Tene••• the love for 

growth and ieTelopment, the love for progrea■ .--b7 ertingaiu. 
~ 

1Dg all thoae
1
that we, in the •••tern worll, regar4 aa the 

fundamental iDBtinote of life1 the will to liYe, the will 

·to hold, the will to poaaea■ , the will to grow. B7 quench-

ing all the•• deairee, by ■tamping them out, one ■aves hill

■elf fro■ the wheel of life here and from the wheel of life 

hereafter. One beoomee abaol11tel7 free and elll&Jloipate4, ant 

therefore at peaoe Wit 
UA- a./4 VVV'l- - ~_,..,, 43. V -~ 

wa■ the relig o ...,._ You oaa ® 
■ee that a religion of thia kin4 woull leal to moDUtioi--

aa it 411. BTe17 rellgloa whleh •o ema lt■elf wiUl ma■•• 

llalTatioa leaa■ to IIOJl&■tie1D. Chri■tiaait7 lei te 

aona■tlol•. "'o •• a.11ei. •••• 1Jl tlle earllen oentarl••• anl 

-10-



91h·~11---c,:~~~~~~~~7~-,~~~-c 

~,w ~ 4 , 

tt -~ ~ w 
s~~ P • 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

theae thl a man free hlJuelf. 

In the atricteet eenee of the word, therefore, 
~A- ~~ 

Bu44h1• 1• no religion at all; it le a B7■tea of•••• I ' J 
I 

Set9a--a myetic monism rather than a rel1g1ot.l/ It he.a no 

room for God; it has no room for the human aoul; it has JlO 

ft ~ X room for immortality, 1~•1tet_...._,_.-.~.,...na:ta~~!'- A f 

{At onoe you aenae tbs difference between a faith 111te that 

of .Bud4hlam and a faith like that of .Tu4a1•. lulaiam 

place■ in the center of ita thiDking a ereonallty--Gol; a 

will, a benefioent purpoH--*hat Y,r7 thiDg which the B1144ha 

clenie■ • God created the uniTera ; a.i1cl when he oreatel 

inorganio matter, the _1nan1Nte. e •a• that it waa goo4; ant 

when he oreate4 the animate worll, he ■aw that it wae goo&; 

and when he oreated .man, he aaw that it was Te17 gooa. 

but gooa. 

-
According to .lu4a1am the unlTer■e le not eTil 

And man waa created aa a peraonality, too. 

Judaism enthrone■ the idea of individuality. The ■pirit of 

God waa breathecl. into the soul of man, ao that man ooulcl 

become God-like 1D hi• aol2l. : that 1a, in his peraonalit7. 

Kan na told to rule, to deTelop himaelt to the higbeet. 

•nou haet made him a little lowr than the e.Jlpl■ ." Jalal• 

41d not deUT the exi■tence of eTil--whloh :faot Me to llaT• 

led the Buddha to hi■ hiloeopll7--1nlt 1D file alglat of kl• 

•Tll 1• •ot 1lltlllate, •Tll la aot ftnal or a Hl te; eTll l■ 

-u-
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a pa■aing ■tage which will lea& 11ltillatel7 to the 

tr11lllphant gool. BT11, according to Ja4a1•, 1■ 1D tbi■ 

worll a■ a pedagogio training and 41■oipl1M for man. BTil . 

1■ here so that man ahall OTeraome it, ant b7 hi■ effort anl 

aplritual exertiona to oTercome eTil and sin and diaeaae 

and wicke4ne■a. to deTelop and expreaa himself and complete 

and perfect hia soul. 

Buddhism belieTeB that rogrees la not onl.7 
~ -~·(),JI¼_-
.., •• n4'M!lt but undesirable. We ve an echo of that that 

passage which I read you 

"Vanity of Tanitiea, 

that ia only a pass 

atel in the Hol7 

of h•■an life men sometime• 

a■ aueh, in it■ 

faith never accepte& the d 

morning from Ecole■ 

the thought o a man ~orpor

• an authentic mool 

thi■ impotenoe . 

ilu4aia belieTe■ 1D 

human progreaa; Juclalam believe ■ in the reality of )nuum 

advancement, and therefon Ju4alem wa■ a llee■ianio religion--

a religion which plaoecl the golun age of 1D4 aot 1D the 

past or in the preaent. but in the distant future. 

Some orll will ome to an en4; ■ome 

clay all thinga ill 

oreation, but befo • the worll co e to an enl .Julai• ■q■ 

human life will eccme pafeot, 

kingdom of ri teouanea■ an4 

will be liahel upon• 

d the lle■■lalli.o age, tba 

h ant well-being &114 peaoe 

So 7011 haw theN two ~.1 ... atal, omrut111g 

-11-
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4 ltl . ft 

religlo of ot1T1 • r llgloa of aplritual ffort an4 

enterpri , religion ho■ faith 1■ piune4 1D th T 141t7 . 
4 the 

f ita 4 a a Cr ator. co tantq fa 

ll&1l a■ hl oo- orlt r • b 1 1Dg hill• o 

1 

1 

tio 

'b 11 

r tiTi't7 • 

. ~.- 41 • So ]IIDbaaer 

o 4· th T isatioa. 

the re 11'7 of hmDIILD -~-.......... . 

l 

• BOll ro • l 

1Jlg ter t 

oannot th cllll 

of 

th h 1a 

■al ... 

11 

4 our llo o 1 rlp. Ov 1 wro 4g of tlae 

uni......... 1 too frapent&r7 to ~ ti~ 

r 4e lrabl • 

11ft a if llf 

ff r 

r 

lh 

111 

t eO&D 71 tht wlala 

rogre 

1D 

r r • 1d 
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contact• with fS.. m1D4•. 
! nere are 8ha4on 1D lite, an4 gloo■ anl 

I 
4arlme■• and night; the ia death, there ia lo••• there 1• 

bereaTement, and me■ our heart■ a.oh• for the touoh of 

a vaniahea hana, or t / eoana of a vole• that la atllle4. 

,!here if•, but there is also 1n. life famil.7 

love; there is alao . ill life the deTotion of parent to chill I . 
and child to parent; there is also in life the ~01 of work, 

of creation, reaeing those latent, hidden wonder■ that 

are in 7our nd mine; there ia alao 

and moments of exaltation and beaut7. 

• ish to live aa if 11:te were orthwhlle, 

as if Goel di if thie worl were not a blin4 

machine--a chain of cauae and ef t; aa if it were con-

as if our 

but we 

do not 

iae and beneficent urpoae. 

were real an4 immortal. 

·e wiah to liT• 

• do not mow, 

t conaelve of ou■elve■ eTer qing, and ■o •• 

to think of ouraelTe■ as eTer oeaaiDg to be. 

• wish to 11Te aa it life oan beco e 
I 

triumphant and glorioua. !he Budihiat differ• with 11 ■. 

11110J of n have lived happll.y sna well eo tllov.ght 

ciif feretrtl.7. 

----o--




