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Thie morning I ahall speak of llohanne4, th• 

last of the founders of the re t religions of mankln4. 

ohammed was b7 no eana the last of the great spiritual 

leader■ of the world. There were a!J1' after him ho perhapa 

excelled him in spiritual gifts and insight, but he a the 

last of the founders of eat reli lone. ill thoee ho 

followed him were great religious reformer■• who aucceede4 

perhaps in eatabliahing denom1Dat1ona or in aetting 1D motion 

tendenciee within the great faltha established b7 these 

founders of who I have spoken. 

From oe••• the fir t of the great founder■, 

to oh&llllle4, the laet, a period about two thousand yeare 

elapse&. It took mankind two thouaa~d years to paae froa 

ldolatX7 to monothelaa; from a111 ... 1M~ cu■tom to 

4ynamlc, purposeful ethlce. By the time of ohammed the great 

r llgloua rlnciplea and the great ethical doctrine■ were all 

made known and manife■ti not that the world unlversall.7 

accepted these principles, believed in them and practiced the~ 

high etalcesil. aoot•'••• wbtee t.he&I foUndera iillioune•~ but 

with ohammed the standards are all aet; the ldeala are 

all expressed and known, and it now remaine for fflAJlkind to 

realise them, to llTe them, to emboq th•• 1D their lutitu­

tiona and in their 11Te■• 

•• of the twntieth oentu17 h&Te Teey little 
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to add to the subJect matter of religious••••• or ethical 

ideal■ • !hat might sound rather discouraging, and yet it 

should not be. e of toda7 have Tery, little to improve and 

can improve very little oa "LoTe tb.7 neighbor a■ tlqself; 7e 

ahall be hol7, for I the Lord your God am ho].J'; 7• shall 4o 

no manner of unrighteouaneas of ·Judgment; Justice, ~atice, 

shalt thou pursue; loTe thine enem;r"; or "good thought■, goot. . 
words, good deed■" of Zarathushtra. There ia nothing to a44 

to them. It is the ta■k of our centu17, and perhapa of all 

future centuries, to discover the method b7 which thi■ pro-

gram, announced centuries ago, may actually be realized. In 

other words, it is for us to discover the technique;~ ia fol 

ur t Ptna the m ana, the agencies, the inatitutiona which 

will express evermore perfectl7 1Ji actual life these exalted 

, tb 

ohammed, 

waa also a child of the Eaat. .,_'fop ;!Jc r■cc11 ••:: A,i=~J 
lt-X personalitie■ of whom•• ■poke"in thia aerie■ •• IJ a Jtk.. 

were children of the East; Mo■e■ , Zoroaster, the Buddha, ---
Confuciu■, Jen■, I sea Mobamm~a. The Eaat ia the ho .. of 

~ religion. Europe o• •~e western world 111&7 haTe ade con-

tributione to mankind, but its contributione are certaiDl.7 

not those of religion or ethic■; and it ie wll for our eager 

Bordie champion■ to remember thi fact. 

composite, am ale, to which eTery race cont ibutee an 

eseential par, without which contribution t moealc remaina 

-•-
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permanentl7 inco race • dominant at a 
. 

given moment hieto17. however proud nits momentary 

• ought to. and claim to 

ithout the 

religion and ethics of the Eaet and Aaia. Europe today would 

■till be ateeped ill 14olatq, euperetition and barbariam. 

hammed waa born towards the close of the 
• sixth centur7 of the coJJDOD era. around the year 570. 1D the 

cit7 of ecca. wbto~.,., .. ,s ••• 1 ••• 1n Arabia--Arabia, the 

great home 

anceator■• 

c; of the Semitic people; Arabia, the home of our OWll 

" Up to his fortieth year ohanned's life wa■ quite 

uneTentful; he s born of hU11ble parent■; he was orphane4 

hile atill a child; he was reare 

was vecy meager; he probabl7 co 

The abilit7 to read and write ie tan 1Ddiapeneable 

' qualification of apiritual greatneea. Jeremiah had to emplo7 

a scribe to write down his prophecies, and Jeremiah was the 

eateat of the litera17 prophet• of the Bible. G1Ten 
~ 

""8.,...._.m;1-11at..t an alert ..... 1nquieit1Te mind and a wingel 

imagination. mo knowledge was handed. down 
----~~~~~~(> l,AA6A.~ 

orall7. illiterac7 • Veey f••• 

even among the w1Hat men of antiquit7. could read or write. 

Kolumvnel when a 7oung man wae a owl 4riTer. 

It ■eema that the greate■t reTelationa haTe come to mankln4 

from her, ... a ·an4 ahepheru ancl oarpent•r• and 0 ... 1 4r1T•r• 

1(11 J•••••; it ■eeu that OM ha■ to be Teq clo■e to the 

heart of the toiling ■N■ of IDAPk1114 before ou oui be Ter, 
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clo■e to the heart of God. At the age of twenty fiTe 

oh&JJID94 entere4 the erTice of a rich lleaoaa widow, KadiJa, 

whom he later marr1e4; ~ the age of fort7 ohammed began hi■ 

ministry of preaching . 1or man;, yeara prior to that time 

Mohammed meditated. communed with himself and his maker. Ver'7 

frequently he would go to a caTe outside of the city of ecca, 

and there for hours and clay&, amidst the Wild deaert ■cenea 

of mountains and the wildernea■, stretching for endless milea 

about him, he would brood over thoee might7 probleme "la- ~ 

exi■tence which the world of God and the world of men thrusts 

upon ever)' aenaitiTe soul; and it is out of these years of 

meditation and study and brooding and contemplation that hie 

reTelationa came to hiJII. and for twent~-two years he ■troTe 

to impart the message which had come to him--bt■ •6ol••• ••• 

a,,.1,toa to hi■ fellowmen; fir t t coa. and then at 

Kedina, amidat nruggle and peraeoution and furious warfare, 

What wa that new truthT !he people of Arabia 

to whom Mohammed came with hi■ new revelation was an idolatrou■ 

people. Thefl JD1meroua tribe■ and clans, some nomadic and 

some town-dwelling, who inhabited the great land of Arabia. 

were idol worehipper■--tribea who had their local oulta built 

around some aaore4 tree or cave or rock or spring or mountain. 

Bature worahipl You will recall that Mecca, the modern hol.7 

cit7 of the ohammelaa worl4. waa a hol.7 cit7 long before the 

4a7■ of KobAD1N4. Ia Mecca there wa• a aaore4 rook at tm Kaaba, 

and outei4e of lleooa there wa• a ·aaore4 ■OllDtai --
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The Semitic people had nature 4eitiea who dwelt on mountain 

tops, like Sinai, Bebo, Carmel, or in oaYes or in apringe or 

in tree■, and around these aaore4 objeote1 ehrinee were built, 
~ 

and altara and aanctuariea• ..... INIII._Niliaa.a...-.. ~ polytheiatio, 
I 

or rather pol7Amoniatio religion waa the religion of the 
f /4, ;,i- • 

Arabs to whom oh&mmed came. ile Judai■m had 1cs1 ■1 

;}';housand years preached monotheiam, and Chriattanity for 

almost six hundred years had preached an attemate4 form of 
• ~, . ~ 

monotheiam~ the Arab world ■till clung to ,es l&Jh 

!here were maD7 Jewe and Christiana in Arabia 

in the days of obanme4; eome of them had aettlel oenturiea 

before, some of them had come as traYelera in purnit of 

trade, and the Arabs were in touch with theae Jen an4 

Christiana and knew of their faith, -••)t ia perhapa the 

Yeey presence of Jews and in Arabia which tended 

• to undermine alowl7 the of the nat1Yea. 

ohaaned waa 1n close contact with Jen and 

Christiana; ohammec\ knew the scripture• of Jews and Chria­

t1ana--not 1D a correct form but 1m::t:l:t form, _. • 
~ 

nev9r$beleaa •• kEe■ *•••f\en.-'1fie Koran, which la the 

repoaltoey, rather chaotio and fragmentar7, of Kohamme4'• 

preachment■, la ample eYidence to the fact that h 
I 

v / I 

a quaintecl with the reUgloJl of Jll4aiam and of Chri■tianlt7. 
J ..m,,q.....,..-.., _,,_. 

~!:;~~Jl~oh~ann=!::.~,~brought to this idolatrous people--not a people, 

olau,frequentl.7 at nr with one another, haTiJlg no Hue of 

aational 11Dit7,--Koh ... ecl broaght to the■ the go■pel of the 

-•-
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ODeDHB of Go4, the llDit;v of Go4. ~:;.•::.1;a◄ltti~&iii-immn-Mmtlt­

~ ....... ,ft'fd ..... -&la~~m~~PMU~~-~.ap~•1M•~*5'~--..... He 

warned his people against the foll7 of idolatey; he urgel tbea 

to aarrender the pagan belief■ and ractioee. ffThere 1 ■ no 

God but Goel." There 1■ the mighty refrain which ha■ eohoe4 

down the ea. "There ie no God but God. and ohanmed is his 

messenger." 

Idolatry--or. as he calls it the "adding of 

god■ unto God"--waa to llohanmed the one unpardonable sin. the 

unforg1Ten sill. It is true that Mohammed did not have a var~ 

exalted or spiritual conception of this one God; ohamm,.4 wa■ 

not a philosopher or a 1117stio, but be did have an overpowering, 

OTerwhelming aenae of oneness of God--the one God, the all-

1N. the all-Powerful. the ell:- roi:tul. And tbat faith he 

brought to his people. 

llohanmed attac Christianity beoauae it 1• 

not aufficientl7 monotheiatio. Thus be aaya: "O 7e people 

of the book. OTeratep not bound■ iJl 7our religioa, and of 

God speak onl.7 truth. The easiah Jen.a, son of ry. 1• 

onl7 an apostle of God, and hie word which he conTeyecl unto 

.Ma%7 and hie spirit proceeded from himself. BelleTe, there- • 
ln 

fore. ill God and.His apostle■. And ■ay not there is 

trinity. orbear. It will be better for you. God is only 

one God. Far be it from Bia glory that He should haTe a eon . 

Hie ia whatever ie in the heaven and whatever ia in the earth, 

and God la a nfficient pardiaa." ♦ nt ae 1ihronpovt Be . 
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Jlobam:mea. claimed to be the messenger and the 
prophet; of thia Go4. lie neTer claimed for himself d1Tin1t7. A 
ohammed held that God reveala himself at great moment■ in 

human hiator7 to reat leader■ . He apeaia through them and 
. imparts hie soul to the • And so llohammed ia quite reaq to 

accept all the prophet■ and aeera of the Old and the Bew 
Testament and iDTite the into hia faith. Abrahaa was an 
authentic prophet of God; and so waa oaea; ao ••• EliJah; so 

a Daniel; so was John the Baptiat; and ao was .Tena. An.4 

he, obammed, was the last of theae mes■enger■ and spoke ... n 
of God;... But none of them was divine; the7 ware 0D17 the 

. 
bearera and the repository of divine revelation. And neither 
was ~e. ohemm~d. divine. So he eaya in one of hie aura■: 
•rt eeemeth not a man that God should ive him the scripture■ 
and the wisdom and the gift of p oph 07. and that then he 
should say to his follo r■• 'Be ye worahippe a of JD8 as well 
aa of God.' but rather. 'Be ye prophetio in thing■ pertaining 
to a. since ye know the scripture■ and have atudied deep.' " 

The ethioe of oham!Nd, while not prophetio 
or e%alte4. are ■till a vast improve ent over the practice■ 
and connct of his fellow eountr,men of hie dq. 

sought to control the tempe■hou■ paaaiona of hie fellow 
Arab■; ohammed tried to teach them moderation ln the art of 
living • hammed was not an utremlat, 1D theory, at lea■t, 
ither as re arda a■oetioia or as repr4e ■elf-indulgence. 

I... Be looked th contempt upon the III011 ■tie life, even ae he 
looke4 with abhorrence upon the life o~ over eelf-indulgenoe. 

_,_ 
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ohammed tried to mitigate the evils of bloo4-aacrif1oe. 

hich le the curse. as you know, ~t e tribal Arabian 

..,.~. obal'Jllled decreed the abolition of infanticide, the 

slaying of children, which was quite preTalent in Arabia in 

hie da7, as it is still preTalent in some parts of the 

Aelatio world. ohammed forbade all intoxioating liquor■• 

He was the first great prohibltloJliat of hiato?7; and the 

atrangeat part about it all is that hie prohi~ition la 

obaenel. "0 beliaTera, aurel7 wine and gamea of chanoe 

(gaallling) and atatuea (the making of image■ ) and the dlTine 

arrow• (diTlnatlon) which, hand in hand with idolatey. are an 

abomlnat ion ( or aatan' e work) &Told them that 7e may prospt r." 

llohammed cande11111a4 all forms of 11TPooris7 • 

He taught charlt7; he taught f air deal ing among men; he taught 

a moat beautiful loTe of parent■• "!he Lord hath orclalne4." 

he says in one of bis propheciea, "that 7e worship none but 

him, and kindness to your parent■• whether one or both of 

them. ·When one or both of them attain to old age with thee, 

sq naagntto -them. aye. neither reproach them, but speak to . 
them both with respectful apeeoh and defer hwnbl.7 to them out 

of tenderne■a, and say, 'Lord haTe compassion on them both, 

they reared me when I wa■ little.•• 

In some of hie teaching ha.mm d ahowe himeel~ 

to be extremel.7 toleran,, which waa a rather atrange pheno -

non in hla 4&7, a it perhapa le still in our own clq. Di■ ~ 

la• _ a phraN ooalng from a religiou■ leader of the 

auth oeat11Z7: "Veriq, the7 ao 'belien (1.e.Ko•l 

-•-
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the7 who follow the Jewish religion and the Christiana an4 

the Safaites, whoever of theae believeth in God on the laat 

aa7 (i.e. judgment) and doeth that which is right. shall h&Te 

their reward with the Lori. Pear shall not come upon them. 

Bel ther shall the7 be grieved • " !hat is more than some of 

our ood old-fashioned fundamentalists of our own day wonld 

sa7.--those people who h ve taken out an option on heaven and 

admit only those Q$-the r own little creed and their o 
f 

little denomination. Kohan:aed at l•at invited all gooa 

chil4ren of God, whether llohanneclan, Christian or Jew, into 

the circle of the bleaae4. 

There la an echo there of the old Jewieh 

rabbinic doctrine: "!he righteous of all nationa will have a 

teacb111g, waa not ao tolerant in tiia practice. 

a miasion&r7; he waa determined to 11&b hie faith regnan,, b7 

all teen■ at hie diapoaal. He at fi rat was kindl7 to Jew 

and Chriatian, th:tDk1.ng that the7 ultimatel7 would be cOD­

verted to his faith; the Chriatian would accept hie absolute 

monotheiam, and the Jew would accept him, Kohamme4. aa one of 

the prophets of Go4. When ohammed began 1:6" realise1 that the 

Je would not be ccm.verte4. he, like Luther, who alao waa at 

firat favorably inclined toward■ the Jew, hoping for their 

com raioa, and when that hope vaDiahed ll9 turnel an4 became 

their bittere■t ene~,--llohemmed, too, turned agatn■t the■ 

and accuaed them of mal~p111g hi■, of being the e11e111• o~ 

tne illl■•lM•; of pervertiJlg the •• lo 
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inconmode and confuse hie follower■, and began to peraecute 

them. Of the three Jewiab tribea that lived around the cit7 

of c11na_ I· P5 Jitl for centurl••• two ail •: 1 t; 1 baa. he 

banished and confiscated their propert7. and the third he 

annihilated. Some six or ■even hundred were beheadel ln one 

horrible day of battle. 

~ca•••· Kobammed was not a suffering aaint; 

he was not at all of the t7Pe, say, of Jena--a man content 

to preach his doctrine and suffer for it. and let the truth 

itself win its way into the hearts of men. Mohammed we.a 

determined in his own life to make convert■• When he waa 

dr1Ten from cca in 622 and fled to Medina, he was not 

content to remain in dina a quit. patient preacher of hie 

truth, b•' he beoame a marauding b d1t, a robber, attacking 

the caravana on their wq to .llecc in order to lMe■u oaf•••• 1; 

Ml) trouble the eocana ae much as he poasibl7 001114. !wo 

years after the Hegira he waged a battle against the Meccana 

and won, and aight years after the Hegira he entered cca 

as a co~queror. 

By the ■word KobaWM4 established his npreaa 

in the Arab world, and b7 hie aword he made hia JlllJDerou■ 

converts. But it would be folly to assume that 0D17 the 

sword won adherent■ for 

message for hie people . 

ohammed. Kohammed had a real 

Hi■ people were~ for that tr] , 

me sage. Idolatry waa faat breaking up 1D the Arabian warl4, 

and ohemmed wae -...~ man at that great orl■•• who had the 

Tiaion and elsed the opportu.n1t7 end coanrted bi■ people. 
·--~------ -----~-~------------------------,f----

-10-
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much more tolerant to Christian an4 Jew than the Chri■tian • 

was to ohamnedan and Jew. • When the Jew was driven out of 

Spain in 1•92, after he had liTed there for over eight hu4re4 

yean.--driTen out b7 fanaticism and bigotq and religiou■ 

intolerance, he fol1D4 a refuge in ohammedan landa 1n northena 

Afrioa and in Turke7. The Golc1en Age of Spain, the age whio:11 

produced our greatest philoaophera and poet• and ecientiata, 

was the hamme4an age Jo (IV) 

We haTe now, friends, told the etoX7 briefl7, 

and only llketohil.7, of the au greateat religioua personal-

itiea of mankin4. 

one from the other. 

The7 p e■ent mch which differentiate■ 

The~/ are not all alike. b7 8117 mean■, 
The7 were all preachers o their t and of their plaoe. 

I 
bearing the at~ of in41Yidual1W, both nbJectiTe aa out 

of themeelTea and obJecti ea■ belng moulded and fashioned 

b7 the 1r envi~o:mnent. o two men are alike; certainl.7 no 

t o great men are alike• I And 7et all ban m&JJT thiDga 1D 

common--Koee■• Zoroaster• ~tama, the Buddha, Confllciua, 

Jen■ and .. oh&Dlllecl. In the first place, the7 all eatabliahe4 

great faith■; they all iilfluenoed the oourae of human life; 

the7 all determined to large degree the deatiniea of the 

human race; the7 all reaeiTed at some moment in their life 

a reyelatios--whenoe we mow BOt. But that the7 reoe1Te4 a 

reTelation which took o.-,lete po■seasioa of thea, which 

became the OTerpowerillg motif of thelr liTe■, that .. are 

oertaiD of, beo&11■• the r liT • are T16enoe of the faot, 

and their worb are aaple te■ti -, of that. 

-11-
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Somehow diT1Jlit7 ■weepa oTer an 1n41Tidual 
and eaturate■ hi■ being oompletel7. and he became■ a channel 
of reTelation, a Teasel 1n the hands of an unrno but 

onm.1.potent poW9r--a tool; and we oall him prophet or me■aenger • 
Bot all men are blessed with 8uch reTelation. "JlaJJ¥ are 
oalled but few are chosen." But he ho is choaen knowa it 
beyon4 a shadow of doubt that he 18 a marked man,and that he 
mat p•a through hell ltael:t and oar17 oa until the worcla 
which burn like a couuming fire in him are 1mparte4 to 
mankiD4. And so all of them auffere4. ETe17 man who 1■ 

burdened with the load of an ideal suffer■• The7 had that 

!he7 had la co oa alN thia oCJDTiotioa: tha, 
the time had come for their peopl to riN aboTe the rel1g1ou■ 
notiona whioh the7 had oarried wit the■, perhapa, for flft7 
thousand 7eara or more, through the earliea, per1o4a o:t huea 
h18tori-. llank1n4 eTidentl7 had come to a ero■■-roa4; man-
kiD4 was entering upon a new perio4--Ko■ea fint ■enae4 thi■ 
fact--and that in thl■ new era idolatr7, hich wa■ sufficient . 
and adequate for man up to that time, was no longer adequate, 
and that if man ia to advance to the dawn of the new c1q, if 
he 18 to di800Ter new worlcla,he mu■t aunncler hi■ pa■t ooa-
pletel7 an4 take on thia new f. 1th. 

to all th••• found. ra. lloJIOthei 

!hat ... the idea COIIIIIOD 

1Jl one form or another 
maat now npplant pol.7thel , pol.7c1.emon1 , henotheiaa, 
the belie:t 1D ••~ gou, th 'belid 1D tr1Nl gocla, the 

belief lJI idol troua repre■entatioa o:t goaa, the belief la 

-18-
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nature worship.--that regime, that spiritual discipline in 

which ma.nk\nd lived for perhaps tens of thousands of yeara,-­

that must end. 

They had in commoa. too, this thought: that 

the ethics, the conduct, the relationship between man and 

hie fellowmen, muet no longer be merel.7 a matter of custom, 

of group practice, something inherited, something automatic, 

something unintelligible--Juat a matter of habit, but ethic■ 

must become an intelligent, purposeful ideal--a program. 

Man must add to or improve upon or r~viee tbeae inherited 

group customs and group practice& and group habits wbichhaTe 

come 4ow,a to him from primordial eraa. Ethics must m come 

eTolutiona17, Q'D&mio--a process constantly advancing; man 

mat ri■e on the aoale of moral life to higher level■ an4 

purer air conatantq. !rhat a note which all theH great 

religioua leader■ atraok. The7 aet up new goal■, new 

atan4a;ru; they knew fall well that aallkind cou.ld not 

realise them all at once; the7 knew full well that as far ae 

perfect realisation of theae ideal■, perhaps mankind will 

DeTer realise them; but the7 set up the atandarcle neTerthe-

leaa. There they are, and manJctucl JDR■t not rest c cmtent 

1th doing the thing■ it has been doing for thouaanda o:f 

year■ in the old conventional, traditional way, aanctioned 

and hallowed b7 year■ ~d oenturiee; but it must free itael:f, 

riae aboye itaelf, and climb up aa near•• it oan to tho■• 

mountain peak■ of Ju■tlc• and truth and beaut7 and peaoe 

ancl holineu~ 
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I hope that our study of these au diTim men 

haa led us to the realisation that while the expressions of 

religion are ma~. as they must be. the heart of religion 

is one. I, for one. do not look forward to a time hen all 

people 111 worship in one church. I think that is rather 

a naiTe and childish anticipation. It hae always been rq 

conTiotion that the more ciTilised and advanced men become 

the more differentiated and individualised the7 becCl'.N. 

The expressions o~ religion■ will continue to increase 1n 

nwnber and Tariet7, but the heart of religion ia one, will 

be one, and man will some day realise that it is one. To 

be different does not mean to be diT14e4; difference■ should 

not be dlTi■lbl• but should rather reinforce and st1Dmlate. 

What matte•• it r one insist■ upon 

calling hie deity illah, and anoth r Ahura Mazda, and still 

another YarTah? What attera if one continues to worship 

in a cathedral, and another in a moaque, and till another 

in a B)'D&gogue? What matters it if my prayer book la in 

th vernacular, and another is in the Latin. and still 

another ia in the English, and still another ia in the 

Arabio. or in the Pereiaa, or in the ChineaeT What aatter■ 

it Whether I worship OD the Sabbath, and another OD Sunclq, 

and another on a JlrilqT What matters it whether rq 

ritual which i ■ oo■e do1111 through th• agea ha■ o rtala 

particularltie■ and certain oharaoterlatie■ which are dear 

to •• which I loTe, aad whioll I wish to keep, and another 

hae a ritual which 1• dear to hi■, ui4 for the ■elf-■aae 
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reason, 

Th••• fact■ lead men to the one incontro­

Tertible truth: that back of all theae externalities an4 

within all these eanotuarie■, boon and scriptures and 

prayer■• there is one impulse. there ls one mood, there is 

one aapiration--the urge which man feels to reach up and 

touch diTinit7; the urge which man feels to ad3,uat himself 

to the Taat mysteries of the universe; the urge which man 

feels for communion with a power greater than hie and a 

strength mightier than his own. 

That is religioD. Some day men will all 

recognize this tnth. Let each man wal.k in the name of hia 

God; proTlded each man realises what God aa1ca ot him: to do 

tciatioe, to loTe mero7, and 111 hum111t7 to wal.1c constantly 

with Him. 

--o---
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