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The conflict between religion and science 1• 

· reel,.. more apparent than real . There is no fundamental 

issue between them. Mhile the conflict has been a e4 long 

and furiousl7, it has been a ed on issues utterl7 unrelated ~ ~ 
to tae fteart ef reli ion or to ta, a11ut sf science. The 

conflcit bas been largely one of treapaseing, and resulted 

from the attempt of the one to poach on the preserTes of ~he 

other. Ae soon as religion and 

legitimate spheres ~ %5:&::eEt. . 
s 

cease~. 

science discover- their 

the conflict !a a ii 1 I:,: 

Religion. of course, has been very alo• and 

loath to surrender ita claim ton ct■ •J sovereignty ~all 

departments of human life; and acience, flushed by ear ■r 

iil8, Tictories ii the i,~~ few centurie■, has been quick to 

lay claim to f:i.1111111111al• sovereignty,-'• •il 4epaz l:m&ilta of Btbiaa • 

la&lst -¥ence the con:tliot. T_here 1 s, of course, •••• e:xouae 

for religion to 

t.aa lex sc l:eaee, fo 

~ife ii:011 .,.~"4 tlo • 

so very long ago, everything was _____ _ cloak. the shelter. 

the protection and 

literatur, government,were 

in purpose an4 

ae everythi 

Arts and science■, 

nally all religioua in 

The firat oture of mankind was tilt ••Zf~•-------ii----religioaa architec'tu -i,oetr7 o-f JU.DkiD4 wa■ 
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- tlfr-11- ~ •-~ ~ - -""~---;--c-

religioua poetey; the first le ank:ind -111111 relig _ v....-.- -

c"-eremo a i/~ i:■t A-=-~......., e of manki aatroloa 

...... ~~therapeutic■◄•••• ••lls•••• •• ck cut••· All 
. ' 

goTe:::-nt~original~theoo~ tio--gJ1gSou;;,.:;RliP$!d, 

'wa11a ~h• ai■s waa either high priest al ■lt orl,.rfiled b7 

the high priest. All la waa religious law~:.~:;~W!l~~--

f ~l social ~uato--

~ 
9re religious customl . .. tJ lent lull ••• There was 

t Religion enawathed the whole 

1111ngnees of 

tion of life . 

Se: that 

~ nevi table,- ta4KleHt8-t-tK4-e-i~rtr"ffiintTcirac1~Mcmr-ttmm!!m"'-

-sp1 rit o•eafiow&a tta ~~•; th••• eeme a time waa»1he~da 

of religion, the arla and the aoiencea;- ere no J.e■?onten'li 

to r~!:iJ~ un4er the tutelap of religion(~~~ a,.,,, ... ~~..JC~o.~c 

a2a~i:.1r pat1tmc10. free a■& unr,etriat•A Jelf-4uelopcJ 

....... ~. 'Mii tutelage or l'eiHsl••• ln "1• 68&1 ■6 of :t••• became 

too op reaeive, aai too re•••••*'•-- ~ eligion,"' ,.~ll re 

lJs11rt 

~u'itfc:::; ~!!;ut1oDBlhe4 ■IIHa~ :•a~ul, wlMI 

~ ...... ~.---rUt ·~===~~ ~~~-,- tiTe,allll ■9tll■ 1■■1D 
e--eo1 Shu» •· tll ■ pnl; ,al & JDJJ.iJz in■H•■H.mj 

~" , s!'l•d 1 t . 71■ 8SP •• ••"'JZ■J 9•};1, ■ ■- ■- c t ~•aloua of 

ita reati and~ prerogatiTe■• 
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fretted under 
,. 

th'6restraint.111a:,,a 1w,1tatlotra!: Is oa 1n,e■1i •,en •ne.-, 
~ -ta &al· they began te laata hi !611, 18 ,lt weze, aai strike out 

for themeelves Mt-41 .... -Wi4.-~~~~ reer life. ~th 

that the tendency oC •••ls1ts- began_ta •••••'•· 

You t e, for example, the Catholic Church 

during the There wae a church that wae complete 

mistreae of Europe. It laid claim, Just a■ religion d14 of 

014, to be the repo■i ory of both aecular authorit7 and 

spiritual authorit7; claimed to be both church and state; 

it made kinga and u . e them; it used governnent to enforce 

its theologic ideas an notiona; it used goTennent to sup-

press here117, for exa le; it used governnenta and people■ 
. 

and vast crusades beheat of ita theologio notions and 

convictions. 

not a secular 

!he chur h dominated the state; the state wae 

But ther 

human instinct began to 

a time when another fundamental 

itself. That as the instinct 

of nationalism, of racial em. ationaliam was being suppreaae4 

by .this political philoso h7 of the church that it was both 
• 

temporal end spiritual; t re came a time when the national 

consciousness of each peop e began to assert itself and to 

clamor for aelf-expreesioA, there came a time when people 

4eveloped a new political p iloeoph7, namely. that the 

authority of government la not the church but the conaent of 

the governel. tbat goTernnen was in the nature of a ■oolal 

contact between the goTe And the war wa■ 0•1 the 

-•-
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- -+-:-------~---
conflict waa on. 

triumphant; politioa 

out; the state emerge4 

from theology. and toda7 

goTernment outright eeoula:r affair. 

J■■tf.,;; churcb,..sf 111111cc. lost, t 11 9 •• ~ 
't I religion gainet, • Uh H•H■■• ■d.,: •es: fo1itioal power 

imvitab}Jrl c"or"rupt~ ~~le religio~• ••••• A 

great student of civilisation-- that noth:tng 

can be more fatal to politics t 

philosoph7, 

can be more 

■1 •and nothing 

o philosophy r to religion than a pre-
; 

pondernn of the political sort. And that is ofoundly 

tnM~•r folitica is essentially a practical problem of 

dmioist n~ J 
~c~~~-- w~, I , 

a matter of expedienc7 . . 
1 . 

-the e ~ rd a,i/_.....,.....-ie,r I 1 

aenae ef the -weN.<ZI..--Cempellrecl to make comprolliiaea Si 01 itr 
'Ii. l.t . ~ ~~ 

t+..oflt-1klr"lemenpr-'1tll"1hrJler-'118"'""-+......,PMrl,......,r.:;:i,i.-;JD;;:O;-...Ull'Wlll'T;-b ... _u..+-t ~ el igio . AR~ t ... 
A~ I J + 

expedle • make 'h 
o~•~k ~,..........~ -·--- ~ 
eaaR:Nltly hold aloft Qa 1 aea ~IIIIIIIM~"ffl8 SIMicJ' 4Lfb-

t,) .o.l ~~' ~, 'tR;b., LJ 
• ~ t9 t, .,,..,■,mite ,.. ~o iM'Jet ,-ien reli i 

' political it loses its propbetio Toio~ c:hJw . . 
be omea re ■ it Q.11J~IJIILJl...lli1,&1;1~--~....i-. ... N111.-..-~.-

~ 

Up te eempmettve rea1nr 
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to prove its postulates. If science establish its 

could do that e waa accepted; if it could not do that. 

acience was diecredi e4 and theologio argument was sufficient 

to anmil a Science wa a handmaid and not 

a miatrea■ in her own The c rob bad grounded itaelf 
I 

upon the dogma of the lnaplration of a book--the Bible. 
I The Bible enJoyed plena inspiration; the Bible was the 

reTealed word of Go4 from coT' to coTer. 

Bow the Bib / had certain atoriea about 

Creation, 

about the management 

the creation of man 

truth; which the ch 

supplemented with 

out coemographl', certain atorie■ 

niverae, oert in stories about . 
church accepted as the absolute 

se4, and which it later on 

of the Ptolemies, and 

of Aristotle and the a■tro~117 

e the standard authoriud 

scientific trut of me.nkinl, an mankind waa held in bondage 

for fifteen h dred year■ in tho peeudo-aoiantifio, theo­

refused to amain permanentl7 1mpr 

mock at and tear at lta 

appeare4, and 

iatotle and with Ptolem,-, 

neei •· And the war waa 

But the mind of man 

it began to 

Copern1oua, 

plqed haTOO 

1th the firet f•• 

Science pointed to truth. 

true beoau■e •• oan 4emonatrate the 

• mow theae thi~ 

Religion 

for■oo,h, 

Copernicu■ 

• o. tbeH thl:nga Oamlot b ,ra •. be 

our boob,our ■aore4 ■criptur ■ 

-&-
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was censured, Galileo waa 1m risoned, the boon were burne4. 

The struggle was on. The hurch again lost, and ecience 
• 
emerged triumphant . 1Q" wae secularised; aetronomy left 

the domain of the church 

The cbnrch loat but reli 

regal in its own rights. 

on gained tremendously. The church 

in a mat er in which it had absolute-ae attempting to dicta 

lJ' no interest, in whi its Jrinciples ere not at all 

iDTolved. After 

foundations. osme 

told of the age of 

years old, and tol 

a.bout univeraal 

men began to stu 

hich shook the church to it ■ 

Instead of reading books which 

e world aa being five or six thousand 

the world was created 1D •~ days, anc1! 

and all theae legenda of antiquit7. 

the earth--to use their eyea, to u■e their 

mind.a, 

truths 

traditions 

making and t 

an co te; and the7 discovered 

not at all tally 1th what the book or the 

told them. The earth wae eternltiea in the 

was millions of years 014. And again 

the war was on. 

church att mpted to lay down a fiat, to 

ieeue decrees, prorogue truth. Science insisted upon ita 

s of 8.Jl7 other autborit7, to discover truth 

b7 its own tee Science a ain won. The church lost, 

but r ligion ined. or spiritual religion is ~ouncle4 

on tnth and oan never be built on the shifting aande of 

ignorance 
1 

auperati tion. 

Then ln e laat oentu'J' osae the 4ootrine of 

eTolutioa. which ahook bl church from ao■e to l»•••· Solentl • 
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who had in their laboratoriee. 

world, studied phyeioe and ch 

conclusion that species of pl 

crested by the fiat 

the other through a 

and selection; that 

thelaborator7 of the 

and .biolog, oame to the I 
animal life were not 

7 BUddenl7, but evolved one from 

a long process of adaptation 

not a revolutionary aot but 

an evolutionary act, and bat m.e.n himself was not created man 

as he is now, but that e, too, passed through a long aerie■ 

stage of the prese 

And then the wa was on in earnest; because 

this doctrine seemed to ohalleJige the doctrine of the creation 

of man out of duet, and u of the rib of man; it 

seemed to contradict_ the doctr1n of the original perfection 

of man in the Garden of Eden and hie fall; it aeemed to con-

tradiot the doctrine 

contradict most of 

l sin; in fact, it eeemed to 

that ere dear to the cilurch; 

and the soientiata were bra heretic■, agnostic■ and 

atheist■, enemies of God an man, and malediotiona were hurle4 

upon them, and excommunicat one. The truggle was on. The 

atruggle, for tlat matter, is atill on; 1te reverb rationa 

~ still be heard in our own land, where foolish men, ml■-

guided en, thinki 

would attempt to su 

that they serTe the interests of religion, 

by la the teaching of the doctrine 

The etru le ia on; but the church will loN 

_,_ 



• 

• 

tl,~1 

t,u/ P. ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
1 ~j ... .::::=- ~ 

. 
I 

~ l /U; I~. ?~,~ .. /1,_ 

Ti ~ 14 ~ .--r~ /4· 
~ -~-6 -

t.., _____ 

I-
~ F~I ~, • • w ~ ~.....-i~ 



• 

• 

• 

out; it is inevitable that it should lo e out, because it 

presumes to speak on matters concerni which it know■ 

right toe eak. nothing, and concerni11g 

Underlying all of these scientific dvancee. and perhaps ae 
• a result of them. thee come abou a notion of law aa 

goTerning the world instead of The doctrine grew up 
\ 

that the universe is governed d controlled by iJJmutabl• 

law. not by sporadic ions of a deit7 who cannot make 

have appealed moat 

io intervention of 

miracle.--e.11 

church reeen 

survived 

her way. 

o-called religious ma--the dramat-

7 in the affairs of the ·orl4. the 

a weresompped by science; and the 

losing out on these matters. but 

It has been truthfully remarked 

arveloua that science Bhould ever have 

fearful obstacles which theology caet in 

I have made that the 

thie haat7 survey which 

ere waged were wage& 

religion--ieauea which haTe 

nothing to do with spir 

advanoement of learning 

1se4 the thought of the ar14. 

ranoia Bacon. the 

D wbo■e 

Organum reTolutioa-



c;/ ~ w-f 1< ~ . 
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oentuey. realised first. that 

■clence. and that aclenoe ie the 

so atatea • Let me read to you 

l s the wo rat eneJQ' of 

friend of religion; and 

it 1a signifi­

He aaya: "AD7-

111 find natural 

oant. and very little oan be 

one who properly considers 

science (he calls it natur phllosoph7) to be. after the 

word of God, the aureat r medy against superstition. and 

the moat approved eupno of faith. She is therefore right~ re-

stowed upon religion aa a oat faithful attendant. for the one 

(religion) exhibita e w1'11. and the other the power. of 

God. or was he ong." he observed •... "~e· are not 

knowing the Scripture■ and the power of Go4. thua uniting in 

one bond the reve ation of his will and- the contemplation 

of his ower. 0 tural acienc contemplation of the 

worka of God--t e power of God; r 11 ion concerns itself with 

the will 

the pro 

In the meanwhile it is not wonderful that 

natural science has been reatrained. since 

has so much infiuenoe on men's mind■ has been 

led and huri ied to oppoae her through the ignorance of some 

and the imprudent ~•al of othera." 

ict betwe rue religion and e science. 

conflict~ een euperst\tion dis~ised as rell~~on, LO· 
~w,. ~A-o~ ,b",L~-~ rvJl 1 

and 11A:11roe; er materialia 41eguieed as science••*~ ••ligtRi~ 
~kt *-~-/J.~ 

Religion and ■oienoe . are the two hemi phere■ of~)hJ~•7 ar• 

different although OODT rging truth■1·'f/!rf11--,rtr,ll~llw4~M~rMUU,.L_ 

of 
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itself .with the how and the what. What is this? What 1• 

ita composition? Its p~aical. it chemical composition? 

How is th1.s effect brought about? By what cause? Religion 

concerns itself 1th the why and e whither. with purpose■ 

and ultimates. The method of ao ence is one of observation 

and expoaition. of investigation d analysis; the method of 

religion ia one of interpretatio of contemplation. 

Science has an hiatorice.1 intere t, in realit7 an histor1oa1 

Bltereat. Bow did this thing C What stages of 

development did it pass through Religion has what ia 
j 

called a .._,logical interest; t concerns itself with the 

en4. the ~urpos••• the goal. t obJeotiTes of realit7. con-

cerning which science has noth ng. Science concerns itself 

with the mastery of the phyai al world. including man; the 

physical world which concerns ; the physical world in 

which man live■; wants to disc its lawa, its forcee. ita 

operation. its construction. Religion concerns itself with 

man•·s personality, with hie sp ritual world, and with man's 

, apiritual adJuatmente to this rld in which he livee. Two 

altogether 41fferent aphere■ o intereat. 

ion have a ocmmou source; X Science and 

they have a common goal. 

their avenues of approach are 

heir aphere are different; 

fferent; their roa4e, althoup 

ultimatel7 the7 oonTerge, an4 ig1Dall7 starting from the 

aame place, yet the roa4a are fferent, totall.7 different. 

Both religion and eolenoe in human life; thQ are 

both oallecl into e:xl■tenoe the •■truggling, affering an& 
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nor 

can 

claim superior authority as having come from etll--~ 

A.Mu~~~i me- Thy all have their fu and origO 

ffi!Jly,I. 
ele 1 

in man. Kan 

was created ou of duet; so was his religion; so was hie -
ethics; so was wisdom; so as his science. But inspired 

dust; dust elect ified with the spirit of ood; dust which ia 

contixmall7 formi itself into increasingly ascending 

lovlineaa. in the lowest depths of human 

life. and neither r ligion nor science should or need or oan 

claim a~ ity but tbe authority of serving hurnan 

~ hope and 

because it has been bleeee 

the laat few generations 

religion; t hat 

religion; that 

reality, while re11 
l,. 

intangible utiliti 

It la for eoience, 

achievements 111 

is truer than 

obJective truth than 

deals with eal realit7, absolute 

aaicle • f laoiou■ reaso~ng. 

elf with rather Tapory, 

ill, you can 3'1at brueh 

Science hae 3uat aa 

ma.113 limitatio aa religion ha■, beoauae aoience ie .1uat aa 

human. fio truth la, after all, human truth, and what 
~ 

the •7• ■oienti t ■ee■ la what a m&11 •• •• Abeolute 

-11-

~ 



• 

• 

• 

reality is beyond the ken of 8.!11' an--even beyond of 

the most powerful telescope andmioroacop. Scie labor• 
• • 

under the same reetriotiona--aensea which ar-e faulty and 
• 

inadequete, and intellect which has a definite construction . 
beyond which the mind cannot go; poetulatea and axfbma which 

the intellect ia compelled to assume, being unable to pr9ve 

them. anlll interests 

which the mind cannot e 

organism gives to the mind, 

In other words, the acienti~io 

man is just as boun and shackled by the inevitable human 

bond, the needs organism. as the religious man. 

There ie no such thing as abstract transo7l• absolute 

scientific truth. 

Let science continu scover fact after 

fact and truth after truth. L it all meana advance the 

human min4. expand it, stretch tj.f Let it lve an masteey 
/ 

over the earth. and let relig1~n bestow upon these new dia-
l 

coverlea ita apostolic benediction; for the true 

spiritual life, friendsji-the real spiritual life. does not t 
need the crutches and the clay buttreaaea and the pillar■ 

/ I 
built of sand to support it. Let religion speak of the 

thinge which conce the spirit of man. Let religion apeak 

of human • eraona. it7 ._..-.re ecte - ..,.,~ 1-oe~ Let 

religion speak in terme of faith, of the origin of human life 

-AllJlli.n life. 

8o1eno 0&11 4 ■cover the lawa operating 1n 
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human life; science can describe; science cannot account for 

the Tital urge or impulse in the universe; nor can it tell 

us whither all this etupendoue vital force ia oving. 

Chemistry and physics and biology have never been able to 
~ud~ tl,.f ~Yw-~ 

expiain previieaee and gettl:aa and the human t1n•ezl11g after 

perfection. eai leTe &fii tae aeatime&'tie of human a!teetinaaJ 

The scientist cun tell you everything about the phyeioa of 

sound, of the mechanics of eound; he c n tell you the Tibra­

tiona of each note; he can tell you about t e toneeaild the 

oTer-tonea of each note. But that knowledge will not build >( 

you a symphoD7. And the scientist is not a BeethoTen. 

Beethoven knew absolutely 110th1ng about th pro erties of 

sound or the scientific formula r gulating vibration. 

Beethoven derived his inspiration not from scientific 

kho ledge concerning sound, bu rom spiritual contacts and 

spiritual experiences from the deepmoet depths of hie oul. 

that welled up in hie music; and the scientist of language 

can tell you everything about orde, their origin, their com-

position, their history, their ~ar. their syntax; but 
X 

the scientist 111 never write Hamlet. The poet derive■ hi■ 

inapiration for his great crea~ive achievements not from the 

scientific knowled e about things but from the vecy a011l of 

things themaelvea--from the heart of the univeree. the e■senoe 

of the uniTer••• the will of the univere, the thought of the 

uniTer■e. And religion concerna itaelf 1th the heart of 

thiD&tl. with the e ■aenae of \hinge. Religion la in it 011Jl 

doma when it peak■ bout Go4; wh n it tella men of a 'belllp 
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and intelligent purpoae underlying all reality at ita 

beginning. at its ultima e end. Religion ia in its own 

legitimste domain when t speaks to men of the poealbllit7 of 

establishing oommunio and fellowship with thia all-spirit of 

the universe. ell .ion speaks 1 ts own voice when it speelte of 

human destiny, of e goal of life, of the things in the 

golden future con erning hich science c n tell you nothing 

but faith can 1 you IJJUch. 

sometimes love to think of religion a■ 

from the infinite in order to increase the 
~;J.,(., 

om-nerce of human life. which the r s qr cash o-L 

borro ing c 

traffic an 

ac1ent1f th would not 3Uatif~. Religion is anticipatory. 

ts programs. ca••••• and u?ttmat&e- for the 

buman m&D of the endleeenesa 

of b1E life and e eternal quality of his evecy act, it la 

in its own aphere. en religion concerns iteelf with the 

® 

ieh, the wish whic la the unit of conduct--for we live not 0 
by the things w know but by the things we want--when religion 

attempts to direct thi human wish--our will. our desire. our 

longings, our cravings, owarda a social end, religion la 

within its sphere. ligion seeks to unify life by ~ 

giving it a central motif. o consecrate life b7 giving it an ~ 
ultimate goal, religion is 

rediscovers ite 

and righteouene a as demanded 

Mb.en religion 

and ■peaks to men of Juatioe ® 
the universal apirit. am u 

iemande4 b7 the pos ib111tiea o human life; when religion 

oall■ men to holiness erlineaa and to the augmen~ 
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----)-
tion of personality. then religion is itself imperial and 

I 
queen on its alabaster throne, w th none to make it afraid. 

Science or relis on-- hioh will aurTive? 

Why, uoth,---if an is to survive-Without religion. science 

is a dreadful frankinstein, a destroying rover. a machine 

that will crush the very maa who invented it; for the mind 

I 
let loose in the orld, unrestrained by ethical and moral 

consideration, uninspired b7 purpose, is so much c17Damite in 
I 

the hands of a child. And religion without science is a 
I 

helpless thing, aubJeo to all the dangers of superstition, 

subJect to constant d generation, because with the min4 

atrophied and the intellect left untrained, a man remaine 
I permanently incomplete. Science an4 religion are friends. 

Goa created Hi worl b7 wisdom, and the 

I 
beginning of wisdo• ia the fear o the Lord. 

--o--
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The conflict between religion and science is 

really more apparent than real . There is no fundamental 

issue between them. fuile the conflict has been waged long 

and furiously, it has been raged on issues utterly unrelated 

to the heart of religion or to the heart of science. The 

conflcit has been largely one of trespassing, and resulted 
-

from the attempt of the one to poach on the preserves of the 

other. As soon as religion and science discovere~ their 

legitimate spheres of influence. the conflict immediately 
4-

ceasel'. 

Religion, of course, has been very slow and 

loath to surrender its claim to absolute sovereignty in all 

departments of human life; and science, flushed by its amaz­

ing victories of the f;.~~ew centurr, has been quick to 

lay claim to absolute sovereignty in all departments of human 

life ♦ Hence the conflict. There is, of course, more excuse 

for religion to entertain these imperialistic pretentions 

than for science, for religion has completely dominated human 

life for countless generations. Once upon a time, and not 

so very long ago, everything was under the cloak, tlw 1e1ll1r, 

tk1 p»atee~ion and 11111h, control of religion; just as everything 

religion. Arts and sciences, seems to have originated in 

literature~ovenunen\ were 
"I\ 

originally all religious in 

character, in purpose and in tone. 
~-Ma 

The first architecture of mankind was the, pla--

archi tecture; the first poetr;v. of mankind was i£..i. ~ ""--
-1-
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religious poetry; the first plays of mankind were religious 

ceremonials; the first science of mankind--magio, astrology, 

primitive therapeutios--were religious in character. All 

government was originally theocratic--religioue government, 

where the king was either high priest himself or ruled by 

the high priest. All law was religious law; all tribal or 

national lore was religious in character; all social customs 

were religious customs. lien4'ieal wt tli 1 eligien, There was 

no separation between the sacred and the f.:'C:n, between 

the secular 

of life,,- ae 

and the religious. Religion enswathed the whole 

in an elemenb-, 2completely dominated human life. 
( \ 

So ~ft&t one can readily understand the un-

wil l ingness of religion to see the s1aw but sure seculariza-

tion of life . But there came a time when this became 

inevitable; there eeme a t1roe when the flood of the human 

spirit overflowed its banks; t-Ae1 e ee:me e: 1Jime when the ards 

of religion, the arts and the sciences, were no longer content 

to remain under the tutelage of religion. They began to 

demand their patrimony, free and unrestricted ~elf-develop­

ment. The tutelage of religion, in t he course of time, became 

too oppressive and too restricting. Religion, Y•• will re 
~i~ 

~ 11: was the first among the great ~srrie of human life 

to becCllle institutionalized &Rd •••hozate13 ae,ale,ei, with 

-the result that it became conservative a1ti ct bhoaa; ll ass 
f 

a conserver of the past• geing an .lncumbered institution-r 
~ 

1 t began to move slowly ;1 1 t became ••••''' 1 n:1, Jealous o! 
I\ ~ ~ ~ ~ --.., I ~--..,....---its prestige and of its prerogatives. Al9iiif!!lll•j children of 

-2-
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the human mind--young, eager and venturesomei;-fretted under 

the restraint which institutional religion imposed upon them• 

~~ey began to leave the fold, as it were, J strike out 

for themselves on a new road, to• freer life. And with 

that the tendency of secularization began in society. 

-~e, for example, the Catholic Church 
?+~~ I 

during the iddle Agee. W..1 rs mp Iii & ak1il•a• tt1n!l:'W Hail oeapis•• 

It latd claimd:tua• au t&ltgton dl4 elf mistress of Europe. 

~ to be the repository of both secular I kl &El&J and 

spiritual authority; itce? • I to %9 both church and statef 

,9tt made kings and unmade them; it used government to enforce 

1 ts theologic ideas Iii • 1 a ; it used government to sup-

press heresy.._ !'!Mt eX&Mj'!!l!o; it~~: .. & I J a ii. peoples 
to ~ ·, ~ ~ r,~ k«d ~ · 

and »rift crusades at the ~ehee~ of tbs l5aeieglc ~ !L'ft& 

C 

But there came a time when another fundamental 

instinct began to assert 
(Jul 

of nationalism, of racialism. 
(' 

itself. That was the instinct 

Nationalism was being suppressed 

by this political philosophy of the church •fta• 1 t .. as bu th 

tewporeJ eQd cpi1lbaal...,._;i~a..a-Q.ame--i~...a-•••,:,;;;; national 
~ 

consciousness of ➔IWh people b~U:fX itself and to 

clamor for self-expreasio~ the~e eame a ii• wben people 

developed a new political philosophy, :sra r? J , 1Jl!flb ~_h; 0 ,.AA~~~:-
~~ ~,,_,.. ,- -i----

authority of government is not the church~but the consent of 
Ml 

the governed; that government was in the nature of a social 

contact between the ~~nt. &Bdr 7,he war was ont- iae 

" 
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Mbtati o I, ti « a•. The church lost out; the state emerged 

triumphant; politics was divorced from theology, and today 
v,VV.-,~~et. 

government is 8'1:sAlltH '8itt secul sr affair . 

Now, the church, of course, lost, and yet 

true religion gained by this divorcement~ for political power 

inevitably corrupts and enfeebles religious influence. A 

great student of civilization--=--remarks that nothing 

can be more fatal to politics than a preponderance of 
,,~ ( 01 '' 

philosophy, ~e might have said tQe ~,i1gie~a1 and nothing 

can be more fatal to philosophy or to religion than a pre-
~ 

ponderance of the political sort. c•M ~ftat is profoundly 

true, for politics is essentially a practical problem of 

adjustments of human interrelation5;an~ administration. 

Politics, therefore, is very largely matter of expediency . 

to keep the social machine moving; but religion dare not be 

expedient; religion dare not make concessions; religionmust 

constantly hold aloft the ideal so that man will constantly 

try to ap roximate it. So 1;Mt when religion becomes 

political it loses its prophetic voice, and when ~olitics 

becomes religious it becomes a menace to the~M:~ 

administration of llnm*l iRe •Ri social community. ,a, p alt nL 

Then science- --111 Che § trlctes t se1me 01 bbe 

.: If -began to demand its freedom. Up to comparativ~recent 

times science was used as an instrument of the church to 

--4--
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establlsh its dogmas, to prove its postulates. If science 

could do that science was accepted; if it could not do that, 
r;:,_ 

science was discredited.M!Ml theologic argument was sufficient 

to annul a scientific fact. Science was a handmaid1and not 

a mistress in her own right. ~he church had grounded itself 

upon the dogma of the divine inspiration of a book--the ible. 

The Bible enjoyed plenary inspiration• tQ1 itels cae ~he 

anagement of the universe, a.a ~ rte• a)s~• 

the creation of man, 11!1lcl1 J,he church accepte'), as -Waoe absolute 

later~ ~ truth; 

sup:plemented~\wi th the physics of ristotle and the astronomy 

of the Ptolemies. ~is becam he st ndard authorized 

scientific truth of mankind, and mankind was held in bondage 

for fifteen hundred years in thoeepseudo-scientific, theo-

logic~scientific notions of the day. But the mind of man 

refused to remain permanently imprisoned, e.1:4 it \5e~an 10 

Jrnook at :\be ·•!lie atrd ~ear at• l ts enaat:lue~ Copernicus, 

Galileo and Iepler appeared, and he telesoope played havoc 

with Aristotle and with Ptolemy, and with the first few 

ch pters of ~enesis. And the war was on. 

Science pointed to truth . e know these things. 

to be true because we can demonstrate their truth. Religion 

said. "No, these thins cannot be true, because, forsooth, 

or books,our sacred scriptures say otherwise." Copernicus 

-5-
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w s censured, Galileo was imprisoned, tMr books were burned. 

The church again lost, and science 

emerged triumphant. Astronomy was secularized, aetP,n101ay !eft 

The church lost but religion gained tremendously. The church 

was att~mpting to dictate in a matter i.R ll'R toil •• ha4 eebeel11t,e-

involved. After astronomy, which shook the church to its 

foundations, came geology. • Instead of reading books which 

told of the age of the world as being five or six thousand 
.. 

years old, and told how the world was created in six days, and 

about universal floods, and all these legends of antiquity, 

men began to study the earth--to use their eyes, to use their 

minds, to weigh and measure and compute; and they discovered 

truths miich did not at all tally ith what the book or the 

traditions have told them. The earth was eternities in the 

making and the earth was millions of years old. And a ain 

the war was on. 

The church attempted to lay down a fiat, to 

issue decrees, to prorogue truth. Science insisted upon its 

right, re ardless of any other authority, to discover truth 

by its own technique. Science again won. The church lost, 

but religion again gained. or spiritual religion is grounded 

on truth and can never be built on the shifting sands of 

ignorance and superstition. 

Then in the last century came the doctrine of 

evolution, which shook the church from dome to base. Scientists 

-6-
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who had in their laboratories, and in thelaboratory of the 

world, studied physics and chemistry and biology, came to the 

conclusion that species of plants or animal life were not 

created by the fiat of divinity suddenly, but evolved one from 

the other through a long series, a long process of adaptation 

and selection; that creation was not a revolutionary act but 

an evolutionary act, and that man himself was not created man 

as he is now, but that he, too, passed through a long series 

of evolutionary stages, rising from the lower to the higher, 

through endless cycles of existence, until he has reached the 

eta e of the present day. 

And then the war was on in earnest; because 

this doctrine seemed to challenge the doctrine of the creation 

of man out of duet, and of worn n out of the rib of man; it 

seemed to contradict the doctrine of the original perfection 

of man in the Garden of Eden and his fall; it seemed to con­

tradict the doctrine of original sin; in fact, it seemed to 

contradict most of the things that were dear to the church; 

and the scientists were branded as heretics, agnostics and 

atheists, enemies of God and man, and maledictions were hurled 

upon them, and excommunications. The struggle was on. The 

struggle, for that matter, is still on; its reverberations 

may still be heard in our own land, where foolish men, mis­

guided men, thinking that they serve the interests of religion, 

would attempt to suppress by law the teaching of the doctrine 

of evolution in our schools and in our universities. 

The struggle is on; but the church will lose 
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11 
out; it is inevitable that it should lose out, because it 

presumes to speak on matters concerning which it knows 

i to s eak. 
t 

nothing, and concerning which it has no right 

Underlying all of these scientific advances, and perhaps as 

a result of them, there came about a notion of law as 
. 

1 
governing the world instead of whim . The doctrine grew up 

• 

ii in the last few hundred years,as a result of scientific study, 

that the universe is governed and controlled by immutable 
Ii 

law, not by sporadic interventions of a deity who cannot make 

Ii up his mind what he wants to do. The miraculous was read out 

of court; all those things which in ancient days seemed to 
! 

1 

have appealed most to the so-called religious man--the dramat-

ic intervention of divinity in the affairs of the world, the 
,I 

:: miracle,--all those things wereacrapped by science; and the 

II 

church resented that doctrine. 

The church is losing out on these matters, but 

religion is gaining ground. It has been truthfully remarked 

that it is indeed marvelous that science should ever have 

11 survived amid the fearful obstacles which theology cast in 

her way. 

Now you will note from this hasty survey which 

I have made that the battles which were waged were waged 

lar ely on issues not related to religion--issues which have 

1, nothing to do w~th spiritual faith. Francis Bacon, the 

1
, greatest mind of the seventeenth century, the man whose 

advancement of learning and whose Novum Orgamm revolution-

,! ized the thought of the world, as far back as the seventeenth 

-

·--------+----- ------
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century, realized first . that theology is the worst enemy of 

science, and that science is the best friend of religion; and 

so stated. Let me read to you his sentence; it is signifi-

cant, and very little can be added thereto. He says: ''Any-

one who properly considers the subject will find natural 

science (he calls it natural philosophy) to be, after the 

word of God, the surest remedy against superstition, and 

the most approved supnort of faith. She is therefore right:cybe-

stc:7M3dupon religion as a most faithful attendant, for the one 

(religion) exhibits the will, and the other the power, of 

God. nor was he wrong," he observed, ... Ye . are not, 

knowing the Scriptures and the power of God, thus uniting in 

one bond the revelation of his will and the contemplation 

of his power. atural science i a contemplation of the 

works of ~od--the power of God; religion concerns itself with 

the .will of lod. In the meanwhile it is not wonderful that 

the pro ress of natural science has been restrained, since 

religion which has so much influence on men's minds has been 

ledand hurried to oppose her through the ignorance of some 

and the imprudent zeal of others." 

This is a complete summary of he situation. 

There is no conflict between true religion and true science. 

The conflict is between superstition disguised as religion 

and science, or materialism disguised as science with religion . 

Religion and science are the two hemispheres of life; they are 

different although converging truths; they have two distinct 

spheres of service and of investigation. Science concerns 

-9-
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itself with the how and the what. at i this? at is 

its composition? Its physical, its chemical composition? 

How is this effect brought about? By what cause? .eligion 

concerns itself wi h the why and the whither, with purposes 

and ultimates. The method of science is one of observation 

and exposition, of investigation an nalysi ; h et od of 

religion is one of interpretation, of conte pla ion. 

Science has an historical interest, in reality an historical 

interest. How did this thing come to be? What eta es of 

development did it pass through? Religion has what is 

called a theological in erest; it concerns itself with the 

end, the urposes, he goal, the objectives of reality, con-

cerning which science bas nothing. Science concerns itself 

with the mastery of the phy ·cal world, including m n; the 

physical world which concerns ma; the physical world in 

which man lives; wants to discover its laws, its forces, its 

operation, its construction. eligion concerns itself with 

man's personality, with his spiritual world, and with man's 

spiritual adjustments to this world in which he lives. Two 

altogether different spheres of interest. 

Science and religion have a common source; 

theY:_have a common goal. But their spheres are different; 

their avenues of approach are different; their roads,although 

ul~imately they converge, and originally startiftg from the 

-same place,µ~ the reois are different, totally different. 

Both religion and science originate in human life; they, are 

both called into existence by the struggling, suffering and 

-10-
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ad ancing life of man. either religion nor ethics nor 

science came down from heaven to man. No one of them can 

claim superior authority ash ving come from superior levels 

unto man. They all have their forms and origo in man, n 

was created out of dust; so was his religion; so was his 

ethics; so was his wisdom; so ms his science. But inspired 

dust; dust electrified with the spirit of God; dust which is 

continually forming itself into increasingly ascending 

lovliness. mhey all originate in the lowest depths of human 

life, and neither religion nor science should or need or can 

claim any other authority but the authority of serving human 

life, of responding to the desperate needs of man. 

Science was c lled into being by the life of 

the race; to give it knowledge, orga fzation, control over 

the world; religion was called in o being by the race to give 

it hope and confidence and buoyancy; to lift it; to trans-

figure itself ever and anon. It is not well for science, 

because it has been blessed with marvelous achievements in 

the last few generations,to assume that it is truer than 

religion; that somehow it discovers more objective truth than 

religion; tat saneho it deals with real reality, absolute 

reality, while religion concerns itself with rather vapory, 

intangible utilities, which, if you will, you can just brush 

aside. mhat is falacious reasoning. Science has just as 

many limitations as religion has, because science is just as 

human. Scientific truth is, after all, human truth, and what 

the eye of the scientist sees is what a man sees. Absolute 

-11-
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reality is beyond the ken of any man--even beyond the ken of 

the most powerful telescope and microscope. Science labors 

under the same restrictions--senses which are feulty and 

inadequate, and intellect which has a definite construction 

beyond which the mind cannot go; postulates and axioms which 

the intellect is compelled to assume, being unable to prove. 

them, and interests vbich the organism gives to the mind, 

which the mind cannot escape. In other words, the scientific 

man is just as boun and shackled by the inevitable human 

bond, the needs of the organism, as the religious man. 

There is no such thing as abstract transcendental, absolute 

scientific truth. 

Let science continue to discover fact after 

fact and truth after truth. Let it by all means advance the 

human mind, expand it, stretch it. Let it give man mastery 

over the earth, and let religion bestow upon these new dis­

coveries its apostolic benediction; for the true 

spiritual liferfrionie, ~he Ieal spl1i~&al ½l!e~ does not 

need the crutches and the clay buttresses and the pillars 

built of sand to support it. Let religion speak of the 

things which concern the spirit of man. Let religion speak 

of human personality, where science is utterly lost. Let 

religion speak in terms of faith, of the origin of human life 
I 

and the destiny of human life< er.rt1.i'cience can tell us 

nothing of the origin o~ human life or of the desti~ of 

human life. 

Science can discover the laws operating in 

-12-
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human life; science can describe; science cannot account for 

the vital urge or impulse in the universe; nor can it tell 

us whither all this stupendous vital force is moving. 

Chemistry and physics and biology have never been able to 

explain providence and genius and the human hankering after 

perfection, nd love and the sentiments of human affections. 

The scientist can tell you everything about the physics of 

sound, of the mechauioe of sound; he can tell you the vibra­

tions of each note; he can tell you about the tonesand the 

over-tones of each note. But that knowledge will not build 

you a symphony. And the scientist is not a Beethoven. 

Beethoven knew absolutely nothing about the properties of 

sound or the scientific formula regulating vibration. 

Beethoven derived his inspiration no from scientific 

knowledge concerning sound, but ram spiritual contacts and 

spiritual experiences from the deepmost depths of his soul, 

that welled up in his music~-end he scientist of language 

can tell you everything about words, their origin, their com­

position, their history, their grammar, their yntax; but 

the scientist will never write Hamlet. The poet derives his 

inspiration for his great creative achievements not from the 

scientific knowledge about things but from the very soul of 

things themselves--from the heart of the universe, the essence 

of the universe, the will of the universe, the thought of the 

universe. And religion concerns itself with the heart of 

things, with the essence of things. eligion is in its own 

domain when it speaks bout od; when i tells men of a benign 

-13-
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and intelligent purpose underlying all reality at its 

beginning, at its ultimate end. eligion is in its own 

legitimate domain when it speaks to men of the possibility of 

establishing communion and fellowship with this all-spirit of 

the universe. Religion speaks its own voice when it speaks of 

human destiny, of the goal of life, of the things in the 

golden future concerning which science can tell you nothing 

but faith can tell you much. 

I sometimes love to think of religion as 

borrowing credit from the infinite in order to increase the 

traffic and commerce of human life, which the ready cash of 

scientific truth would not justify. Religion is anticipatory. 

eligion projects programs, schemes and ultimates for the 

human soul. en religions eaks t man of the endlessness 

of his life and the eternal quality of his every act, it is 

in its ovm sphere. When religion concerns itself with the 

wish, the wish which is the unit of conduct--for we live not 
. 

by the things we know but by the things we want--when religion 

attempts to direct this human wish--our will, our desire, our 

longings, our cravings, towards a social end, religion is 

within its sphere. ijien religion seeks to unify life by 

giving it a central motif, to consecrate life by giving it an 

ultimate goal, religion is doing its work. fuen religion 

rediscovers its prophetic voice and speaks to men of justice 

and righteousness as demanded by the universal spirit, and as 

demanded by the possibilities of human life; when religion 

calls men to holiness and to brotherliness and to the augmenta-

-14-
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tion of personality, then religion is it elf imperial and 

queen on its alabaster throne, with none to make it fraid. 

Science or religion-- ~hich will survive? 

,fuy, both,---if man is to survive.Without religion. science 

is a dreadful frankinstein, a destroying rover, a machine 

that will crush the very man who invented it; for the mind 

let loose in the world, unres rained by ethical and moral 

consideration, uninsp·red by purpose! i so much dynamite 1 

the hands of a child. And religion without science is a 

helpless thing, su ject to 11 e dangers of sup~rstition, 

s bject to const nt degeneration, because with the mind 

atrophied and the intellect left untr ined, man remains 

pe nently incomplete. Science and religion are friends . 

God created i rld by wisdom, and the 

beginning of wisdom is the fear o the Lord. 

--o--
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conflict between religion and science is 
1 ore pp rent than real. There is no funda­

mental • c et T n them. 1il the conflict has 
been cd long and furiously, it has been on 
issues 1 er y t..nrelatcd either to religion or to 
science. T c conflict h been largely one of tres-

ssi.ng, ana'~ ul ed from the attempt of the one 
to po .. ch on h pr "rvcs of~ther. As soon as 
religion and scien c disco c eir legitimate spheres 
t e conflict cc s . 

Rcli ion, of cour , h s been ery slow and loath 
) surrender i s clain1 to so ercignty in all depart 

m nts of human life; and sci .. nce, flushed with 
r cent ic orics, has been quick to lay claim to a 
i1nila so e c1 n y. I--1encc the conflict. 

Th is, o.t cours > so 1e excuse for religion to 
n er ain im cri lis ic pretensions, for in religion 
II the r s and sc·cnces originated and under its 

r gis they flour·shed for a very long time. 
The first architecture of mankind was religious 

[ 2 ] 
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llELIGlON IN A CHA GI G ORLD 

architecture-the temple. The :first poetry of mani, 

kind was religious poetry-the hymn. The :first 

drama of mankind was religious drama-festival 

pageantry and ritual. The :first science of mankind 

was religious science-magic, astrology and priestly 

therapeutics. All government was originally theo~ 

cratic. The ruler was either himself the high priest 

or was ruled by the high priest. All law was reli­

gious law. All social custom was religious custom. 

There was no separation between the sacred and 
the profane. Religion enswathed the whole life of 

man as with an element. 

One can, therefore, readily understand the un­
willingness of religion to yield up its hegemony 

in this realm to the steady secularization of life. 

Such abdication was nevertheless inevitable. The 

wards of religion-the arts and the sciences-wer'.! 

not content to remain forever under the tutelage 
of religion, for in the course of time this tutelage 

became oppressive. As religion was institutional­

ized it became extremely conservative, set in its 
ways and jealous of its prerogatives. The young, 

eager and venturesome wards of religion fretted 

under this restraint. They began to strike out for 

themselves along independent ways to a freer life. 

7 
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1 e ndcncy tow· rd secularism began. 
Por tically t 1 s rugglc ra a bitter one. The 

1fed· • l urch regarded its If s sovereign in 
II fie dr, f hun1an activity. It claimed supremacy 

in 1 tte s IJoth temporal and spiritual. It inh rited 
t 1e imp ri l ideology of ancient Rome. The sov-

ig1 t of national monarchs a subordinated to 
the i1 tcu..sts of the £hurch-Empire. The political 
s lf=co c·ousnes oi national rulers and p oples 
could no , Lo •er, Le per a1 cntly repress d. The 
str g le set in b '- en the s ular state and the 
imperial church. The state triumphed, and its 
triump 1 spelt t e ul imatc s ularizatio f o rn-­

V mcnt nd tl entire s ate appar us. 
The ch rch lost, but religion gain d. olitic I 

po r inc i ably corrupts reli :ou. Politics is e -
s ... ntiah pr ctical problem of a inistr tion and 
pf dj :it.:ng the conflicting intc sts of individuals 

roup i hin the state. It must, by its very 
natu e, submit to expcdi ncy. To keep the political 
1achinc O ing it is necessary to make com• 

pro 11is of ll sorts. Religion, ho 1cver, is not a 
matter of cA diency. It r presents the t1ltimate 
ocial idealism of the race. It must steadily hold 

aloft ideals to ar hich men should move. When 
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religion becomes political it loses its prophetic 
voice. Similarly when politics becomes clerical it 
sinks into a morass of confusion and obscurantism. 

Science, likewise, demanded manumwion at the 
hands of religion. The ?dedieval Church had taken 
over the astronomy of Alexandria, the metaphysics 
of Aristotle, the psychology of Plotinus and the 
cosmology of Genesis. It gave the obsolescent sci­
ences of the ancient Greeks and Hebrews the im­
primatur of orthodox religion. Within this dogmatic 
framework the newer experimental sciences could 
not expand. 

The unquestioned authority of theologic· rubrics 
in scientific matters had to be challenged. The 
respective spheres of science and religion had to 
be sharply defined. The process was long and pain. 
ful. But the work which was begun by Bruno, 
Copernicus, Galileo and Kepler was continued 
with increasing zeal, and religion was constrained 
to retreat, time and again, before the victor· ous 
onslaught of scientific discovery. The church suf­
fered major def eats, first in the realms of astronomy 
and geology, and latterly in biology and in other 
fields of human knowledge. 

The church did not surrender without a struggle. 
[ 3~] 
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lind y "t sought to quench the new enlightenment. 

y m o bulls and edicts, through inquisitions, 

anathc 1 .. as nd e .... communications, it attempted to 

pror b e 1d proscribe truth and to estroy the 

unde c r d ru h-seeker. It failed. Here again the 

church ost b t religion gained. 

for re igion, tied to the dead body of antiquated 

scic ific notions, was tragically handicapped. The 

utho i y of its spiritual and moral verities was 

vi iatcd by t 1e pseudo-sciences ith which they 

ere inte ined. Men could not readily dissociate 

the t o, and their rejection of the one entailed also 

·he rejection of the other. 
Oo ·ously the issu over hich religion nd 

scit:r ce, and r ligion and secular national sov­

P.r i nty "\ ncd had nothin what ver to do with 

l c csse ial principles or u pos s of religion. The 

cl u ch s simply thwar in the processes of de­

cc1,t alization which had set • in the realm of 

hu !an I no ledge and political organization. The 

rst rhilc ar<ls of the church had attained their 

1 ajo 'ty and v ere clamoring for independence but 

t 1c churc 1 ould not relinquish its strict and jeal­

ous guardianship. But there was never any real 

conflict be cen religion and science as such. 

[ 33 ] 
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There cannot be. Their respective worlds are dif­
ferent though not oppositive. Their methods are 
dissimilar and their immediate objectives are not 
the same. The method of science is observation that 
of religion contemplation. Science investigate:-. Re.,. 
ligion interprets. One seeks causes, the othe • ends. 
Science thinks in terms of history, reJ"gion i:n terms 
of teleology. One is a survey, the other an outlook. 

~=~"""""'-'"--Phe conflict was • always between superstition 

disguised as religion and materialism disguised as 
science, between pseudo-science and pseudo­

~gion. 
ltNi_gion 

of humao 
are , the two mispheres 

t. They are "ff erent though 

ence and religion -spring 
gro 'binately. Both sci­

om the same seeds 0£ 
vital human needs. 

Science is the re,t>onse to the man need for 
knowledge and power. l\.eligion is t response to 
the human need for hope and certitude. One is an 
outreaching for mastery, the other for perfection. 
Both are man-made, and like man himseL, are 
hedged about with limitations. Science can see only 
th~ things which man is equipped to see-and his 
equipment is sadly deficient. Man cannot transcend 

[ 34] 
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reali~ed is the wor .... t oLo ~ of 

Sc • ence 0 nd tha· cc-ci· ence -... • s t,1,n b~s+. f-:--i· end of re11.· ;::i· o 
]. ' <,;l, l, .::, •'-' - V - ~ 

so stated. Let me ~e~ to yo· his sentence; it is gn ·fi-

cant, and very litt_e ccn be ad ed tnereto! "' Any-

one who properly co:loic.ers the subject will f. d natural 

science (he calls it natural ph ~osophy) t be, after the 

word of God, the surest re□edy a 7 ainst uperstition, and 

the most appro ed s·pnort of fait . She is therefore right'iybc~ 

st~~dupon religion as a mot faith 1 attendant, for the one 

(religion) exhi its 

God. Hor Yas he ". 0 :::r 
--0 

r , e 

knowing the Script~res n 

~d t e other the power, of 

' . . . Ye are ::::ot, 

o~ r of God, thus unitin~ in 

one bond the re el&tion o~ is v:i_ and the contemplo.tion 

of his power . #at .rel science i a contemplation of the 

v1orks of God-- the ~ ov10r o .... God; relig on conG._erns itself •:itl: 

the.will of J Od. I 1 .~e mean._·,hile it is not wonderf'u ., hat 

the progress of natur~l science hav oeen restrained , sine 

religion which as c-o m ,c 1 i•~flue1...ce on men's minds hus e-

led and hurried to o )OSe 1er t:.r ugh the i )nor ance of s n e 

and the imprudent z & . oi: others.u 

There is no conf ict ..,t1:e ~'l t .... ue religion and true science. 

':::he conflict is b t·.700n .:.i"J._ 0r tit ion disguised s r~li0ion 
\. 

llnd~s~c~·•••t•a•a..-r~ mu.te rio.:'..isr11 dis£' --ioecl as science) ::J tJa r sl i Jlon . 

_ eligion and scie ... 1ce 2.rc the t,. he~isphe res of life; t: o;/ are 

di:tferent altho _, con er ing trt "'-' C. • they he. re two • .j.. . t .. ... ,., .. 0' is ,_nc 
&,(_,,:) 

of service b..1 of in c:- .1.. ~ "",;:i "'" i· 0 :::l Scie::.1.ce co 1ce y,,.. 
V l, • CJ,_ • _ .. 
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itself with the how en_ t.e what . irnat is this? \/hat is 
o.,.-, 

its p:~ysicu.J ► «¼:ts chemical composi tio1? 

HO'vY is this effect brought about? By v1hat cause? _ eligiO!l 

concerns itself vith the ·why and the ~vhither, ,,vith purposes 

and u ... timates. The metho of science is 0•1 •• observation 

and exposi tio• , o<l of 

contemplation. 

Science has an historical interes~i.ll--$ea.lity an historicv.l 

~ 'ito~~ did this thing come to be? W'nat stages of 

development aia it pass thro gh? Religion has 'J.na, i.s 

a ~cJ ■ giGJ.. inter~concerns itself vith the - , ... ---- , 
end, the purposes, the goa_, the objectives of reality, con+ -r 
cerning which science has Science concerns itse_f 

with"" mastery of tbe physical world, incl ding man; the 

physical world vvhich concerns man: the physical world in 
J&~1vcL 

which -man lives . 1,wants to disco.re its laws, its forces, ·ts 

operation, its construction. Religion concerns itself with 

man's personality, with his E:piritual world , and with man's 
(' 

spiritual adjustments to this world in vhich he lives. 
• ,. ....,.._.,~ t'• ti I I .., 

altogether "fferent s. o~ inte·rest . 

• t 
41" Science o.nd 

a_ r 
~e~. h~~ a comm.on goal. · 

religion have a common source lno 

M a_e 1/Jll.'P 
B;_,t the .:..r spherec are different ; 

1)1 

• their avenues of approach are :lifferent; their roads.a- al though. 
-~...,, bll.?Al- , ' 

tart from the 

same 

Both religion and science origina.tc in human life; theJ a.re 

both called into e:-:istence by tho st_ uggling, sufferin~un 

' 7 
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ad .. :-3.nc ing life of L1a::. nor e 

• 
.ie 9Js.it of 

claim superior come _fromA~uperior lev81 

~~~~ir1-~§ii~~i]~.ii.~r.:§~f '- .. ~, J1., 

v:as created out of oust; so ·:,.__s 

ethics; so \ras his . 
-'ll sc om; so ·.a...., his science. But insul:!'ed .... 

dust; dust electrifi~ witn the spirit of God; dust whic. is 

continu~lly forming itse:f into iJcre&singly ascencing 

lov,J.iness. lo rest depths 0.L. 

life, a a either ion should 

a otner authority but the authority of serving ·umz..n 

·£e, of respondi g to t.e esporate eeds of man. 

Scienc-... nas cal ed i to being by the life of 

the race, to give it knowle ge orgl1nizatior., control over 

the world t religi n ·,as c'"lled int being by the race to give 

it hope and confi de~ce und buoya~cy, to lift it, to trans 

figure itself ever aL· anon. It is not we4-l for scien0e, 

because it has been blessed ·;.; ·_ n-.c.. rvelous achieve· ents in 

the last few generationc,to assume that it is truer than 

religion; that somehoN it a · sco·"ers more ob~ecti e truth than 

religion; tr.at scne_ or1 it deals •:i +h 1=1-. .... rea.li ty, 

vhile reli 0 ion concerns itself vith rather vcpory, 

·ntangible uti1· • , whi.ch, _;_f .... ou. v1il_, you can just rush 

aside. ~hat is fulucious rc~Eo1in6 . Science has juut us 

m~ny limitations as because science is 

h man . Scientific tr, th is 
' 

after all , human truth, O.Ld vi ,at 

the eye of the scie?:J;ist ... cos i3 whc.t a man sees . lo o- r'-

--
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reality is beyond t .. c ::e_ ... 

the most poverful te_escopc and microscope . Science _cbors 
I 

under the same rcst:rictio .. _ --::. - ses v1hich are fc.ul ty and 

inadequate, ana. in .ellect ·:hie' Las a definite construction 

beyond which the nind cannot go; postulates and axioms whic 

the intellect is cospel_cd to assine, being un~b e to pro e . 

-44~_....,_an . interest s ·:::1ich the or5anism gives to the min , 

•hich the mind cannot escape. In other words, the scien~ific 

man is just as bound und s~ ac~le by the inevitable hurean 

bona.+sthe needs of the oro-anism 
0 ' 

cs the religious man . 

There is no such thing us_ abstrac) transcendental, absolute 

scientific truth. 

Let science conti~ue to discover fact after 

fact and truth after truth. Let it by all means ~avancc the 

human mind, expand it, stretch it. Let it give ~an mastery 

over the earth, and et religion b stow upon these ne v ais­

coveries its apost _ic benediction, for the true 

docs not 

need 4'!1-.~~~,e=iiii!I.M1.~ clay bu"tresses and ~ pil ars 

built of sand to support • + 
l. l, • Let religion speak of the 

things which concern the spirit of man. Let rel"gion spe~k 

of human personality, •. he re scie::ce is utterly lost. Let 

religion speak inters of f aith, of the origin of huma life 

and the destiny of hu=~n 1·fe 

othing o,f 

Science can discover the laws ope=ati~0 i~ 
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_umc.n life scie __ ce co..n d '='C:-i"Je; science cannot account for 
/' 

the vital urge or i mp~. se in t nor can it tell 

us v,hi ther all th s ,c, -upendous vital :force is mo ring. 

Chemistr7.-. physic~
7

and biolo 0 y ;1ave never been able to 

explain providence an Genius and the human hankering after 

perfection, and love an the sentiments of human affection¢. 

The scientist can tell yoa evcryt ing about the physics of 

tions of each note; he can tell you about the tonesan<l the 
r . 

over tones of each 1~ But thc.t knov1le dge r1ill not build 

you a symphony. scienti "t is not a Beethoven. 

B b .,~e t rt· 0 of 

1 re n Vl ration. 

Beethoven derived -his i1:.__ -,:ration not from scientific 

-;:nowl edge cancer i_ g 0 oun ' 
r 
from the devpmost depths 01 his s011 

. / 
th t '1~~t.r+J~r:H-..__. .. -.~..----~ T½e scientist of langua0e 

can tell you ever.., th::11: ~bot t ·;ords, their origin, tr..eir co -

position, their history, their ynta: ; b"::t 

inspiration for his not from 

scientific knowledge u out thin. s but from the -¥· 1 soal of 

things themselves-fro 1th . ev.rt of the universe, the esse!3.ce 

of the uni verse, the w· 11 o-:: the uni ·erse, the thought of t .0 

univ rse. .. ;:=~ !e 1 ig • 0_1 concerns i-'- self vi th the heo.rt of --
tings, 11th thee SCTIC3 O~ things. 

omain when it speaks ~bot it tells , e 

-

. . 
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a.nd intelligent !) r ... ,cc uno.orlyi:!16 all re 1 i ty t its 

Al'.)0 
beginning at its ul ti: ~, 1 . . 

.... 0 1gion is in its o.·:n 
I 

legl.. timate domain~ e~ it s ~o n of the uo~sibilit= of spec.._;: "' .ae ,. - , 

establishing communion and fe ....... ov. ship Vii th this a- 1-s .... •ir.:. t o _,. 

the universe . eligio:n spc ... l:.s its o:;n voice v; en it R:pe~ ::o ')f 

human destiny, of tI'-e ~o~l of life, of the thin~s in the 

golden future concerni:::1g .,.. ich science can tell .You not ... i110 

but faith can tell Tou J~ch. 

thin?: of religion as 

borrO\'ving credit fro!Il ~!'e infinite in order to increase the 

traffic and coIIrlerce of :.unc.n i::e ;:hich the ready cc.sh of 

scientific truth 'lou_d not j ~stify. 

eligion projects pYograms, sc_1err:es) an 

eligion is =nticipato y. 

ultimates for the 

h man soul. ~fuen rel"gion speaks 

of his life and the ete:n~l 

.I.. 
V m of the endless~csc 

of his every act, it is 

n its ovm sphere. 'ihen reli::,ion c 1cerns itself \':ith the 
I 

vish, the wish hich is the 1,..nit of cond.uct- - for we li e not 
/v 

by the thin0 s we know but : the t:1in s r1e 

longings, our cravin to -:ard.s u social end , religioi:: • s 

within its sphere . to unify life by 

gi ing it a central oot.:.f, t consecrate life by giving it ~n 

u ~i ate 0 0 1, religi ~ \rnen reli~.:.on 

and riu teousness as dem~nde bv tLo .. rriversal spirit, au-

d.c. o.n ed by the possi • ... i ties o:: :_ an life; v r:in r0 i 0 .o·-i 

calls ,C t O " ; UP s s 1 u~ L ,.. .. • JV- _. ::. -r • ne ~ s - --- ., (... l, -.., • - - - an 0 

·-

r,,.. 
c.,.., 
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tion of personality, then r --~.i0 ion is i tzelf imperial and 

queen On l.• ts alab._•,.~·.L.\J,,:~ ·" ' • .J...h n "'n to m ke 1· ..... a..rr .,1· ~ . . ~ . • ., • ;;:_ \., V .l. 8 • l, .L u. • 

is a 

that 

both 

Science or re .igion~..,·:.:i.ich will_ survive? 
~ 

r 
--iI mv .. n i~ religion, scien~e 

~,,,11.l"IC!!'!t!llt 11s11a•t11' .,.~ ---~~'ff-~ 
dreadful - _ _ 1 destrot' ~,.. ... ). me.chine 

will crush the very mo.n. ri' o in- entea· it; for the mind 

let loose in the viOrld, unreztra ined by ethical and moral 

consideration uninepl~ed by purpo£e ! is so much dynamite in 

the hands of a child. eligion vn thout science is a -
• helpless thing, suo ·A to al tr..e a.~ngers of su ... ersti tion, 

subject to co stant deg ,nera:. · on, bec~.use with the mind 

atrophied ana. the intellect left untrained, a man remai .. s 

pern anently incomplete. Science &nd religion are frieiids. 

God created I.ii c wor_a. by wisdom, and the 

begim1ing of wisdom is t e fear of -the Lord. 
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