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From my discussion last week of the theme, 

"The Privilege of Living Today," you may have inferred that 

this brilliant future which I prophesied for he races of 

mankind will come of itself automatically nd assuredly; that 

nothing can prevent the coming of this far-off divine event; 

that all th t we need to do is o drift leisurely along and 

watch the grand processionai of human progress. 

So undoubtedly reasoned the gre t civiliz -

tions of the past in the midst o heir 0 lorious cities, with 

their far-flung legions and armi~s and their wealth; they, 

too, undoubtedly assumed that their future was assured, and 

that their progress would be unc eclted and continuous, and 

that all thf:l,t they had to do wa leisurely to drift along 

with the high tide of rosperity which was destined to carry 

them indefinitely into the future; and I suppose if a prophet 

arose among them ta warn them of a possible coll&pse, that 

such a prophet would have been met with--as they undoubtedly 

were met with--scorn and mockery and contempt. 

And yet of all these mighty civilizations of 

the past, we have today but monuments of death, and occasion­

ally a curious archaeologist , fumbling among the debris , comes 

upon a relic, a broken bit of what was once a mighty empire, 

or a ci~y teeming with myriads, a city of palaces and citadels 

and temples and strongholds. I am afraid that races and 

nations, like individuals, deliberately fail to realize that 
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progress is not a contimioua affair, and that it is not 

automatic. Progress is the result of great mental and 
. 

spiritual and physical effort. When that effort ceases 

progress automatically ceases and retrogression sets in at a 

terrific pace. There is nothing automatic but the progress 

of disintegration. or an organism to keep alive it must 

feed; it must have an active principle of living actuating 

it; when once it becomes moribund, when the life principle, 

the principle of stir, of enterprise, of initiative, leav a 

it, decomposition sets in, and it is swift and terrible. 

And so it is 1th a social organia. or a social organism 

to be alive it must be cared for and guarded; it must be 

given spiritual and mental nutriments; when these things 

cease, why, th n automaticall7 decomposition sets in. 

In oth r orda, the price of progr~ss is 

eternal vigilance, eternal effort, ceaseless aspiring. In 

the last fifty or seventy-five years many people glibl7 

assumed that this doctrine we call evolution has someho 

underwritten human progress; that evolution means that mankind 

will riae contim1ously rung upon rung; that som one haa 

guaranteed the progressive advancement of mankind . .ind yet 

evolution is nothing of the sort. As far as evolution i 

concerned, man mq 4'uat as well degrad a advance. volution 

is Just the daptation of the speci a to their environment. 

C rtain specie living tod&.7 are inf rior in man,- r specta to 

tho speci a from hioh the7 re riT • 4 i 1 o with 
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and intellectually inferior to their ancestors of three 

thousand years ago. You take the modern Greek. The modern 

Greek is a pigmy in comparison with the giant intellectual 

forces of ancient Greece. You take Spain today. Spain 

today is much behind Spain of the fifteenth and sixteenth 

centuries, in spite of the fact that in point of time it is 

three centuries ahead. d I suppose Italy today is not to 

be compared culturally and intellectually with the Italy of 

the enaissance. 

So that there is no such a thing as automatic 

progress, as continuous progress in races, peoples and 

individuals. Why is it so? Why do nations after they reacn 

the peak somehow begin to decline? Why cannot they be pro-

grassing steadily and constantly on into an indefinite future? 

Why, simply because sooner or l a er certain social maladies 

begin to develop which the race in the pride of its prosperity 

and achievement does not take heed· of, does not pay attention 

to, and in the course of time these maladies undermine the 

strength of the race; in the course of time these maladies 

enervate and weaken the people; in the course of time the 

spiritual and mental reservoirs are empty; in the course of 

time other races more vigorous and more powerful outstrip 

this race or overpower it. That has been the story of all 

the yesterdays of mankind. 

the way of Babylon. 

That was the story of Babylon--

And the question arises in one's mind: will 

the reat races of today go the way of Babylon? ill erica, 
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mistress of the world, in a sense, today, some day, too, . go 

the way of Babylon? ill it, too, reach the pe k and then 

begin to descend into the shadows, go into oblivion? Ah, 

you will say that can never be; and it will be your loyalty 

and your patriotism speaking; but nature and the laws of 

nature know neither loyalty nor patriotism nor prejudice; the 

laws are universally applicable to all peoples alike--then as 

now, there as here. Nature plays no favorites and makes no 

concessions to personal likes or dislikes. • 

I speak of this subject, "Are we going the 

way of abylon?" not because I believe that we are actually 

on the road to Babylon now, not because I believe th t e re 

in imminent danger of national collap e. .ar from it. Our 

national life is quite sound; or ol"tical institutions are 

quite secure; the merican people s a whole is still a herd­

working, God-fearing people. There is in our 1 nd great 

prosperity and economic wealth, and the people are fairly 

well participating in and sharing this great wealth. e are 

not in imminent danger of a threatening enemy; we re not in 

danger of having our foreign markets cut off, so that we would 

be forced into starvation,because our plains are broad enough 

and our mountains are rich enough to sustain us for many 

generations nd centuries to come. So it is not because I 

forsee intnediate doom that I spe k of the subject " re we 

\,J'oing the ay of abylon?"; but I believe that it would be the 

supre est folly if we did not from time to time call the 

attention of the merican people to homself-s me social 
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maladies, which begin,almost insignificantly, like a c ncer, 

and then proceed ilently, swiftly, like the "pestilence that 

walketh in darkness," to corrode and undermine and weaken the 

strongest of social structures. nd there re symptoms of 

these m ladies abroad in our lund today. It has been id, 

and truly said, that he bulwark of society is the home. 

That is a plati ude, one of hose luminous plati es, ike 

th of gr vitation--simple, easily understood, e sily 

overlooked. The home is the cell unit, the life unit of 

the state. The s ate builds itself upon the ho:ne; the state 

is as trong or as weak as the individual home; hen the 

home begins to break up the s e \ill ultimately break up. 

e e sense of loyalty and res o sibility and the sharing 

of the common burdens of life· the ome is flaunted and 

disre arded in the home, the tha same sense of loyalty and 

responsibility and the sharing o he co on burde swill 

ultimately be flaunted and d.isre ar ed in the common home--in 

the state. 

This is a pl&titude, si~ple and clear, but 

quite easily overlooked. The United States outstrips the 

world in the number of homes that a.re broken up annually. 

The United tates outstrips the world in the ber of 

divorces annually granted. The ratio is, I believe, one 

divorce to every eight marriages. The spread of the divorce 

evil . is not limited to any one section of erican society; 

to the rich , for example. It has invaded the rank and file, 

and close onto eighty percent, I understand of these divorcee 
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are not contested, which means that a great deal of fraud 1 
and collusion is back of this institution--fraud and collusion 

which make of legalized divorce legalized iinmorality. 

Now, of course it may be assumed that our lax 

marriage and divorce laws, the ease 'Nit h which they are 

granted, may be responsible for this condition; it may be 

assumed that the forty-eight different sections of marriage 

and divorce l_aw which we have in the United States, and the 

three hundred and sixty odd causes for divorce which are 

:found on the respective statute books of the forty-eight 

states,--it may be that these facts are in some measure 

responsible for the ease with which divorces are obtained, 

but surely they are not responsible for the cause of divorce. 

The causes must be traced back to th individual man and 

woman; the causes must be found in the altered standards of 

morality, in the weakening of the social sense, in the break­

down of moral principle largely. 

The spread of the divorce evil in the United 

States is an 1-aex not of the growing emancipation of woman­

hood, not of the greater freedom of men, but an index of a-

lack. of moral disc line, a break-down of eeecD:'ti"&l moral 
- -

standarda,,which augurs ill for the prosperity of our 

American civilization. Along witt the spread of this divorce 

evil is the outrageous, staggering spread of crime in our 

midst. {e are the most criminal nation in the world; we are 

a nation more addicted to man-killing and to crimes of 

violence than any nation in the world. In 1923 there were 

-6-



• 

• 

• 

two hundred cases of murder in England. In that same year 

there were ten thousand cases of murder in the United tates. 

In 1921 there were ninety-five cases of robbery reported in 

England and in ,ales. In 1922, in the city of Chicago alone, 

there were 2417 cases reported. The United States has had 

to contract for three thousand armed cars to carry its mail 

because crime and violence are so rampant in the land. 

Now it may be that our lax officials and the 

lax administration of the law are somewhat responsible; it 

may be that the endless delays and the endless appeals deprive 

the law of its full measure of deterrent influence in crime, 

but the law is certainly not responsible for crime. This 

vicious spread of all forms of crime is an indication of a 

moral weakening; it is the ch apenin of life; it is the loss 

of a sense of reverence for the sane ity of human life and 

for the sanctity of the immemorial commandment upon which 

civilization grounds itself: "Thou shalt not murder." The 

spread of crime is an unfailing indication of na ional decay. 

Equally menacing, friends, is the lack of 

administration of the law. In no na ion can that old 

proverb be applied with as much justice as in our nation: 

"Steal a million and you are free; steal a dime and you go 

to jail." Our penitentiaries are full of criminals, but 

nearly all of them are poor. The rich somehow manage to 

escape the penalties of the law. A wizard of finance who 

will engage in reckless speculation, squandering the earnings 

and the savings of hundreds of widows and orphans, will go 
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free, because in all probability he was in position to 

procure the finest and the most gifted of legal talent. The 

poor, ordinary thief, breaking into a grocery store, will 

receive twenty years in the penitentiary. 

is seldom punished in the United States. 

The rich criminal 

Those ghouls of 

recent years who fed on the misery nd the suffering of the 

erican people during the war--the profiteers--not one of 

them is today in jail; I don't know of one of them that ever 

found his way into jail. Even . Fall is still at liberty; 

and Mr . all will probably live to a hoary old age before he 

is convicted or sentenced. 

Now these charges are not made by men who are 

professional critics of the over ment--by radicals, by the 

disgruntled people. ... he poor a he rich do not have an 

equal chance before the law. Tha is the testimony of the 

greatest legal authorities in the United States. A study 

was made not long ago by the Carnegie ~oundation, and Mr. 

R· H. Smith, writin_g on "Justice and the oor," concludes his 

survey with the following statement: "The administration of 

American justice is not impartial. ~he rich and the poor do 

no stand on equality before the law. The widespread sus­

picion that our law fails to secure justice has only too much 

basis in fact. If this suspicion is allowed to row uncheck l d 

it will end by poisoning the faith of the people in their own 

overn.rnent and in law itself, the very bulwark of justice." 

And Chief Justice Taft, the head of our Supreme Court, 

declared: "Of all the questions which are before the 
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people, I re ard no one as more important than the importance 

of the administration of justice. e must make it so that 

the poor man will have as nearly as possible an equalbppor­

tunity in litigating as the rich man, and under present 

conditions, ashamed as we may be of it, this is not the fact." 

Now a tendency such as this, of having one 

measure of justice for the rich and another for the poor, 

inevitably makes for anarchy and revolution, for it destroys 

a man's respect for the law, for the courts, for the judge, 

for the government, and when that sense of reverence is 

destroyed, men begin to resort to force and to violence. 

I have frequently spoken of the lowering of 

the moral standards on the part of adults and on the part of 

the outh of our land, and I ill n t dwell at length on he 

subject now. ut yesterday I re an abstract of the report 

submitted to the board of education of iew York City by a 

co ittee appointed to study the moral conditions of the boys 

and girls in the high schools of the city of ew York, and the 

report reads as follows: "A cosmopolitan high schohl is a 

cross-section of the great city itself, including every 

element of society, every race, color, and every creed. As 

a result, the school disciplinarian has to deal ~1th almost 

every conceivable kind of crime. He must frequently call on 

the police for help; to maintain la~ and order he needs the 

training of a detective (this is in high schools); he often 

wishes he had a finger print expert, a psychologist or a 

psychiatrist; but he shock comes when we learn their code of 

-9-



• 
./ 

• 

• 

morale (speaking of these young people}. These same 

delightful young people belie e hat it is all ri ht if they 

can get away with it. They lack respect for parents nd 

for authority; to copy home-work is entirel "'T honorable if 

t~c ~re not caug t; forging a sign ture is a simple vay of 

saving a lot of trouble; cu ting is to e comm ded if they 

can get by; thieving is a mat er of l most daily occu rence; 

c e ting is no disgr ce if t e o fender is no detected. And 

so do the line." 

Now with all the indulgence th tone may have 

for the ge of youth, with all the allow nces one my make 

or the natural ebullience of youth, these facts are quite 

shocking , quite disconcerting nd quite menacing. There h s 

set in a lowering of standards cl ar own the lie from 

parents to children. 

maladies is ~ealth. 

I think on of our greatest so9ial 

le are today the richest nation int e 

,orld; in the last thirty years we have increased our national 

wealth five-fold; in 1890 our wealth was something like 

65 billions of dollars; today it is something like 320 

billions of dollars. Our wealth is two and a half times as 

great as the wealth of the British lfilllpire, and this wealth 

to ay in many instances is no longer wealth which is being 

used by people who produce 1 t. There has set in a vast 
. 

in..~erited wealth, a wealth which instead of giving to the 

man the discipline which comes with producing wealth, brings 

to the man enervation and a weakening which comes purely from 

the job of spending wealth. 
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There has bee a tremendous increase in 

luxuries and in he consumption of luxuries in erica. Now 

luxuries are not good for any individual or for any race. 

Luxuries inevitably enfeeble character; luxuries p per and 

make weak; luxuries ake for a laxity ultimately in moral 

principles; luxuries ultimately make for envy o the part of 

those who haven't luxury; luxuries make ultimately for unrest 

and disturbance. The way of ·abylo is the primrose path; 

it is a plain which masquerades in silks and satins; it is 

the way of death. 

I think a nation would serve it elf exceeding­

ly ell, and protect its soul, its life and its people, if 

it would tax out of existence 11 une rned wealth; for nothing 

so destroys ch·racter and unsettl andards of life and 

conduct than unearned wealth. Ad so these are some of the 

facts which we must, in deference to ourselves, take 

cognizance of. They are indications which are far from 

promising for our future. An increase in the number of homes 

which are being broken up annually in our land; an increase 

in crime; an increase in the unfairness and the injustice of 

the administration of law; an increase in immoral practices 

on the part of even the youth of our land, and an increase in 

poorly used, wrongfully applied unearned wealth,--these are 

things which, if not quickly checked, controlled or mended, 

may result in terrible harm and hurt to the life and the soul 

of erica.. 

I said that eternal vigilance is the price of 
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progress. Eternal vigilance is the price of national 

health. Ve must, with every ounce of energy in us, endeavor 

to keep American life from degenerating; we must keep it by 

constant mental and spiritual exercise from becoming 

enfeebled and weakened; we must train our young people into 

a vigorous, arduous, disciplined mode of living; we must set 

up standards in our homea-- standards of duty, standards of 

good manners, standards of social responsibility, standards 

of high thinking and plain living--simplicity. 

This cannot be brought about by legislation, 

and this cannot be brought about by the establishment of 

new institutions and new societies; and we are so often 

tempted to thrust all of our irri ating problems to the 

attention of government, as th ugh go ern.~ent by~ legal 

fiat can improve and make str ig that ~hich is crooked, and 

make whole that which is wanting. These spiritu 1 problems 

are individual problems, and individual men and women in 

their respective homes and their spheres of influence must 

themselves meet those problems courageously and solve them. 

A bit of the old pioneer spirit of hard work ought to be 

conserved in every merican home; a bit of that hsrdy spirit 

of he faith of the founders and the builders of empire, of 

the people who broke through the jungle land to extend the 

frontiers of a great nation; application to duty, respect for 

authority, devotion to the elemental dec~ncies of human life,-­

a bit of that ou ht to be fostered and cultivated in our 

homes. 
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It is infinitely more important for the 

A.~erica of tomorrow that your children should, in your 

respective homes, be inspired with the ideals of loyalty, 

devotion, rectitude, hard work, honest thinking, then that 

they should be clothed in silks and in purples and in furs 

and in jewelry,--infinitely more important. Plain living, 

high thinking, the simple life, the purposeful life,--this 

is the life which will make erica great. All else will 

make us less and less. Our very blessings may become our 

curse. Our wealth, our prosperity, our sense of security,-­

these very things which are the gifts of the Almighty God to 

us may, unless we use them worthily, become our maledictions 

and our destroying angels. 

Vith the use o ealth must come a vigorous, 

compelling sense of self-control a nd self-mastery. fuen 

that disap~ears all disappears. Our homes must remain the 

sacred dwelling place of life's highest virtues, and men and 

women must remember that life brings with it burdens which 

must be shared, even as it brings 11th it blessings which can 

be shared. But the enterprise of home-building is not free 

from difficulties and perplexities and soul-taxing irritations, 

which strong men and strong women who do not pamper themselves 

but who serve one another, surmount and overcome. 

Our courts of law must remain the sanctuaries 

of justice--i partial. "Thou shalt not resnect the p rson 

of he poor. nor p y heed to the person of the rich.' 

"Justice, justice shalt thou pursue " Our youth st be 
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inspired with a sense of duty--not so much a sense of 

privilege, their rights and their prerogatives, their 

desserts, their rewards; their duties, their responsibilities-­

the things which they must do in order that they may enjoy 

the blessings of social life. 

All of us must look to the establishment of 

a norm of living which will not be restricted. Simple 

living, honest living--that will keep us from going the way 

of abylon. 

--o--
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