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"SPIRITUALISM. ' 

ILVER. 



• 

• 

Spirituali■m ia the belief in a po■aibilit7 

of 00D111Unioating with the dea4; ■piritualiam la a■ old aa the 

belief in the exi■tence of apirit■, which in turn 1• a■ old 

aa man himaelf. One of the ■o■t ancient forJU of worahip wa• 

the worahip of the cleat.; ou of the mo■t wicleaprea4 ant 

prllllitiTe of hllDlan ritual• i■ the ritual of iDToltiDg aacl 

OOJl81lltiag the 4ea4. !he Bllale, which marlt■ a aharp &clT&DCe 

OTer the form and oo•tent of pr1111t1Te relig1oa. alreaq 

ola■a1f1•• n.oro■ano7--11h1oh ia the oomlting of the clea4--

aa a ferm of 14olatri-, aJ1cl prohibit■ it. !hu■ lJl the elg)l\Ja 

oem11r7 I■aiall, 1Ja ou of hi■ propheoie■• 4eolare■: "Ancl Wh .. 

the7 ahall aa7 unto 7cna., Seek IIBt the gho■ta and the 

familiar apirit• that chirp an4 tha tter, ••711J1.to thUI, 

Shoul4 not a people aeelt rather i OWll Qo4? on behalf of 

tbeliTillg should the7 OOIUllllt tu 4ea4T" And la DeutereaeJV • 

written in all liklihood in the ■•Tenth oenta17 before the 

coraon era, it ia stated: "!here ahall not be found among 7011 

&111' one that lll&keth hi■ ■on or hie 48.ugh ter to pa■■ throup 

the fire, or om that u■etll 4iT1Datioa, or a ■ooth-.. 7er, or 

an enohanter, or a ■oroerer; or a ahanaer, or one that ooa

alt■ witll a gho■t r a familiar apirit, or a Moroawer. 

For who•••T•r 4oeth theN thlag■ l■ AD •••inatlo• 1U1to the 

Lod." 

!hi■ .... 1.Jl~tloa 1■ later oa repeate& 

twlee Ill the Bo k of LeTitl•••• where Mo M7 • or ■plrlt-

aall•, 1• ■peba of •• a lefll .... fS. -- Ibc •• II 



• 

n■tere4 14olat" into the te■pl• of Jeruaale■ an4 thr011po11t 

the laDI., •• are tol4 that h• al■o peraittea the re■t ratio• 

of neoromaaq . Oil the other ham, when Xblg J ■iall 4••-

tro7e4 iulatr"7 lJl PalNtlm, •• are tel4 that h• al•• pre

hil,1 tea neor••nq. So that a■ earl7 a■ tnn"7-■lz or 

twenty-■eTeJI lnandre4 year■ age official religion enuanre4 to 

diTorce iteelf and to dieclaia &Jl1' kinabb with thi■ th1•g 

which toclq 1■ calle4 apirituali■11. BT14entl7 the praotio• 

had become eo abu■el and had contributed to ■ o much of 
. 

inaoralit,- an4 nperetition that the official■ of religion 

and of goTernment ■et about to mppre■■ it. 

The claaaio instance of 00D1111lting the 4eal. 

in tbe Bible, 1■• of oourH, tile ■ton; of Saul an4 the witoh 

of Kn-tor. Saul i■ 1a 4e■pera pligh'; he ia to taoe the 

Phillatine■ on the morrow, aa4 h 1■ ignorant of the outoo• 

of the battle, an4 Te-q soh 1■ 4epeDlent oa the ncoe■■flll 

outoae of the 'battle; aa4 ■oh• ■eek■ h1a •' a witoJa-• M 

who 41Tim■ b7 mean■ of oomlting the 4eaa. &Ill the witoll 

materiall••• for hlm the fora of S811111el, ant Samel preplle■i•• 

thl defeat of Saul an4 hl■ &rm7. 

Th• intere ■ting thug altoat that ■t -q ef 

Baul ana the witab of b-4 r 1■, 1n the fir■t place, that .. 

are told that Saul ha4 4e■tro7el all the neoraaenoer■ ant all 

the witch•• an4 all the ■oroerer■ ln the lan4. ID other 

won■, eTen 1ll the lqa of Saal Moro■■JI07 .... \alto -

prohlllite4; Oil the other bani. •• •• that eTen K:iac Seml 

!IS■aelt. •o ... re■peulble for the prohll»ltloa t lpirllllal.-

• -•-
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la, 7ielb to it an4 ■et■ out to ■eek a 41Y1.Jler; and thirdl71 

it le interesting to note tba:t in the 4.qa of Saul, •• in 

our 01111 4a7, the chief me411lld and perforara an4 profeaaional! 

4iT1nara were womea. 

Ko4era apiri tua11• began 1Jl Allerioa back 1Jl 

18'8. It 1■ hig),17 intereating to JIOM 'Utat 1Jl praotioal 

America, the soul of the ao-calle4 har4-hea4e4 blleiu■• maa. 

the tw ao■t ntr••. IQ'8t1oal fai tlla • f the ntnetee11tJl 

oentlar7 were bora. I refer of oour■e to ■p1r1tual1• &Ill 

to Chri■ti&D Science. AD4 it 1■ also •oteworth7 that botll 

of th••• faith• or aoYement■ were t~ creation of woMJl. aga1Ji. 

I aq it 1■ notewortlq beoauae where men are ■oat praotioal 

&DI lea■t philoaophio. the7 are like~ to be. ■tranp to ■q, 

moat 117■tical and moat nperatitiou . That sound■ like a 

contra41otion 1D tura. but it 1■ aot. !be •• llbo are the 

mon practical are llkel.7 to be the moat aqatical an4 the 

moat nper■tit101l■; for it take■ a philoaopllc tura of mill& 

to oonoelYe an4 anal7H, and the praotioal m ha• aot a 

philo■ophio t11.ra of ■fnt or he would not be taki.Jlg hi•■•lf 

and hi■ work ■o terr1b17 ••rlouel.7. 

!he fo1Ul4er■ of aplr1tual1•, tu• s ■later■, 

liTiag iD th• little toWD of ~4e■Tille, •e• York, •e are 

toll, n44eJl].J' beow aware of ■traqe ulH■ an4 n•■oc...t

One of tbe ■later■ arrmpl a oo4e wi~ the 

■ovee •-• the w.ppiJlg■ om, •••17. \hat three rap■ Will~ 

■lpi1) Ye■, anl w ra» wall •lplt, ••; '-e rap■ wo1114 N 

&oulttftal. J.a4 the7 there1'7 e■talallabel o a nl-a wlQ a 

-1-
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■plrlt ne. the7 maintainet. w.■ th• spirit of a mr4erel 

It wae later on eatabli■h•4 ,7 iJffe■tiptor■--ui& 

I un4eratan4 coDfirme4 b7 the caafeaal•a of•• of the .,ox 

■ieter■--'that the etrap aol■e■ were aatuall.7 oauN4 b7 •• 

of the sister■ partl7 41alooating anl re■torlng to place 

again the bones of her knee■ . 

Such were the hlllllbl• beglnniqa of ■pirltual.

la. But the moTement. atrange to aq. --an.cl thi■ 1• th• 

lmporlant thiJlg--414 not end there. !her• 1• a ■trange 

n.niTal qualit7 ab011t thi■ thing eplrltuall• with which one 

Jlll■t reaua. " Whea .... 7ear■ age Profeaeor Nnnaterburg. of 

Barn.rl. expo■el Palll•ao. thi■ ..... who had baffie4 an4 

reoe1Te4 the authentloatioa of ■ ame of the greate■t ■olunlat■ 

of the worlt,--wheD ahe -• n:poH4 back la 1909, people I 
thought that ep1rltual1• llacl reoelTecl a uath ltlow. But it 

aaother. 

80111ehow ap1r1tu.lia nrTiTe■ eM upo• after 

Slmilarl.7, lD. our own 4q. the Solentlfio aaerloaa I 

1■ auocesehll.7 upo■lng OM profe■■lonal aplr1tual1■t after 

another; 79t the moTement gou on apaoe. aD4 ha■ it■ heat■ 

of followra. 

If our newepaper■ are tru■twortl\1. in our oWD 

ci't7 there are m--~ou•. merou■ apirituallatio circle■ 

where the ■trange ritual of oomlt1Dg the deal ia praotiee&. 

O_m 11111■t aocoat for till■ pheu•••• Ber• la a ■ituatioa 

that bu •• 7e'I aot tuea plan wv••re elN in the worll: 

... •coe■aflal aoieJl\ifi• esi,erllleat to l1■ou\rate 'll• 

Tall41t7 of ~lrihali••• hrihenore. M&rl.7 all ef t!ae 
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mediuma at one time or another h&Te been caught in fraul, 
. 

ooneoioua or uncon■oiou■, TOlllJlt&r'7 or iJ1YolllDt&r7. ml 7et 

1Jl apite of th• e fact■ peo:ple 'beli•T• in aplrituall•• 

•o•, 1dl7T Prlnoipa].J.7 beoau•• tbe7 want to 

'belieTe iJl it. llhell people want to belleTe 1a a thiJIS, • 
of 

manneT~r•tional argmunt or log1o will pernale th•• te th• 

!here are in the worl4 aillioa■ of l»ereaT-4 ant. 

■orrow-laua aen and woJMn--men an4 women who haTe lon a 

dear one anl who ache for the touoll of a 'YUl.iahe4 hana, an4 

who ache for the aollJld of a Toio• that 1■ ■tilled; there are 

ever3wbere in the world men and women who haTe lo■t aome 

dear one, an4 who baTe not 7et reconoiled theuelTe■ to tu 

lo••• 'lhe7 oannot think of bl■ a■ ua4; tbe7 do not wlllh 

tothink of him aa dea4 . Sur 17., h ir epirit■ 11Te, al 

their religiona have ~•tifiet an4 sanctioned their faith 1a 

immortalit7. Bow, if theae spirit■ of the 4epartel 11Te, 

wh7 oan .. not eata'bllu commnioatioa with them? So 

UDCOD11oio11al7 reaaon tho•un4a of men and wmea. AD4 Wh•• 

MJl appear on the ■oe:ae who ~ "W• oaa OOINIPDioate with the 

4eparte4, &Bel w are qaalifle4 to aot u u4111U for ■ull 

coDPWD1oatioa,•ma17 of th••• thouaan4a of berean4 m anl 

women will turn to th .. in their hour of me4. 

And 1 t ia quite ••117 1D •••, too• h • rea41J.7 

nch eager an4 reoeptlTe people eaa be 4-i,e4 aDll Tiotill1H& 

b7 profe■■ ional apirltualiat■• !ha war, for uuple, ha■ 

giTeD a tre■entou■ i■petu■ to ap1r1tual1■-; not beoauae •• 

eY14ene• atte■ting '11• nr1'7 aal tntll of epir1hal1• ... 

-•-
• 
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41■coTere4 au.ring the war, but beoauae llilliona of uw graT•• 

were made b7 the war. and milliona of ■orrowing heart■ were 

a44e4 to the dark regiater of life. Ant ■o it i■ the■• 

people who are the rioh harvest■ of the oommeroial ■piritual

iat. Of cour■e there are the curiou■ people, th• people wlao 

are intrigue4 b7 the m7atery of it, the people who out of ful 

aD4 out of a ap1r1 t of a lark will attend the■• aeanoe■ or 

viait mediuu, curious to mow what lt ia all about. anl a, 

the ■am• time there 1 ■ a l~kiag n■picioa baok in their •lnl 

that perhap■, 11ho oan tell, there ma7 be ■o .. thiag 1n it 

after all. 

lo•. modera apirituali• ba■•• it■elf ■quare~ 

upon the eTiclenoe of certain p■70hie&1 and p)Q"■ ioal plleme11&, 

which they maintain oamlot be OllDted for b7 the blollll lan 

of nature. !he7 point, for example, to certain p87ohieal 

pheaomena, mch as apparition■• olairT07anoe, o"b■•■■iona, 

automatic writi~. or to certain plqaical phenomena, auoh 

as table-tiltin« and the movement■ of bo41e ■ not pr•p•lle4 

b7 ~ Ti■ible force. or ■trange ■oun4■, or ■trange light■, 

or spirit writing; the7 point to th••• :fact■ anl maintaiD 

that the7 oumot be accaante4 for except b7 po■iting a nper

normal ■pirihal force or intelligence; that the orc11ne17 

law of nature, ■oientifioall.7 e■tabli■hel, 4o aot an& 

~erret aocoma.t for th• • 

•o•, theN eTiclenoe■ of p■7ollioal aa4 .-.1 al 

■eatfe■,atlou are atte■te& Mt ~ 117 pr te■BioJlal Mcllw 

, al• '7 .. 1aem ■olat1■t■. 
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eminent ■oientiat■• reputable men. h&Te collecte4 an4 elfte4 I 

a great deal of 4ata an4 haTe arr1Te4 at a almilar oonoluaioa. 

ilfre4 Ru•••l Wallace, for example, oalle4 mourn spiritual.la 

a great an4 all-important truth. Sir 011Ter Lodge aotuall.7 

oe1111RD1oatel with hie bo7 RaJ1RGa4, who 41•4 luring thellU', 

an.I pblillhe4 the coneraatiou which the bereaTed father 

hal with hi■ departed bo7. Profeaeor Hislop, . of Col1111bia, 

profeaaor of logia and ethio■• ••• ao reaaea aoept the 

naploloa of tor witbllol41ng a aollJII ■pirituali■-. 

Professor Bart■••• of Caa)rldp, wrote: "Daring the per1o4 of 

twelTe 7ear■ I han ha.I. throagh the mecll•■abip of llre. Piper 

(thie faaou■ me4111■) c•1J1D111a1cationa with the ■pirit■ of tho■• 

who haTe been dead for ■Olle tllN. l>llriag the fir■t few 7ear■ 

I abeolutel7 41abelieTe4 in her power. I had but one obJeot-

to 41■coTer fraud and triokerJ'. and I had had plent7 of 

experience with th•••• Jlrant17. I ••nl to Jira. Piper witil 

Prefeaaor Jame■ about twelTe yeara ago with the object of 

l!Dma■:tlng her. !ola7 I am prepared to ■q that I belieTe iJl 

the poa■ibilit7 of reoe1T111g H■■age■ from llha' 1■ oallel 

•the worll of ■pirit■.'" AD4 the greal ohalli■t. Sir Willlaa 

Crook••• write■: "I oou14er lt the au,7 of ae1eD't1f1• mea 

who han learne4 exaot aode■ of workl11g, to exaaiu plle-■ena 

Whloh attrut the attentloa of the P11)ll• 1a or4er te ooafira 

their ge•lM•••• or to explalJI, if po■eilal•. the 4•1•■1ou 

ef Ill• heneat Ul4 to expo■• the trloka of the uoeiTer; th&, 

oenaiJl pqeioal phem••• •oh•• •"Nlleat of aaterlal 

n\nano••• aa4 the prol1letioa of ■olUII■ nN■ltlillg eleotrl• . 
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41■oharge■, oo01lr 1Ulder oirowtanc•• in wbicJa the7 ouno-t; 

N explained b7 &Q ••• 1■. a faot of llttlioh I aa a.a cerlaia 

a■ I am of the mo■t ele■ent&r7 faot in ohemi■t17.• 

So there 7011 haTe it. Spirit11aliaa apparentl.7 

1■ not a matter which oaa be left out of oourt. •• 11&7 be 

on the threahold of di■coYering n•• natural lan which were 

heretotore unknown;•• ma7 be on the threshold of diecoverl~ 

mw faote which will a:ten4 and modif7 our knowledge of 

p■7chio lan; or we 111&7 be chaeing up a dark alle7. !hi■ 

le clear: that ■oienoe ought to acrupulou■l.7 collect, exaaiu, 

■lft. and correlate th••• faot■• an4 endeaTor to account for 

them. Bat 1 t la nrel7 too earl.7 in th• 4q to begln to 

4opat1•• on ■pirlhal.1•. Ia the flret plan. our faet■. 

the ao-oalled eY14eno•■--o•r • ar ao piti:tull.7 1Jla4equate 

&114largel.711111111themieatel, that it 1■ npreme foll7 at thl■ 

Julct11r• ,o declare that ■pirituali1111 1■ a faot nientlfi••llt 

e■tabliallel. 

lloat of th••• phenomena take plaoe 1n the lark 

under p117chio ■traia, witJl a po■■ibllit7 of oouolo•• or 11Jl

oonec1ou■ fraul oonetantl7 pre■ent; with the poa■ibilit7 of 

■elf-deluaion, both on the part of the aitter and on the part 

of the me411lll 0011■tantl7 to be reckoned with. Aa 7et ao 

pheno11enoJ1 hae been atu4ie4 in the clear, cold light of a 

■olent1f1o laborato17, and under the exacting, rlgorcna■, 

eraolal teat■ of a ■oiea,lfle lupeotloa. AJl4. •• ought t 

bep t1ll■ faot olearl7 la ■in4. Ill the ■eocm4 plaoe, lt ha• 

•' ,-et been leflllltel7 enaltlluel th, th••• u111fe■tatlou 

-1-
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th••• phenomena, eTen if true, oannot be aoco11Dte4 for b7 

other than aupernormal or auperutural foro••• . It ha■ not 

at all been proTed that there oannet be an altenaatiTe 1Dter

pretat1on of th••• aaae faota; that tor e%8aple, the workinga 

of th• n'b-eeuo1011a aid, or the work111ga of a bal per8oa

al1't7, or the workiaga o'f what•• oall teleplltQ', oannot 

aooouat for th••• faeta. I 4.o not aq that the7 oaa, or 

that th•7 haTe been proTel ocapetent to account fer th••• 
'fact■• On the other han4, in 4eferenee to aoientifio ~ruth, 

it ehou14 be 8&14 that it ha■ not 7et been eatabli8he4 that 

the7 oaa acooant for the■. 

In the third place, all the phenomena re

porte4, all the an8wera rece1T~4 from the world of ap1r1ta-

&Dd there have been thoueanu of th m reportel--all the 

••••se• reoe1Ted from the 110rld of the dea4 haTe not g1Tea 

us one worthwhile truth; not one worthwhile aoientifio faot, 

for example. baa been reTealed to manki.D4 through the med11111 

of thia 00D11111Dioatioa. !he deal tell u■ aothiDg. apparentl.7 

nothing that we do not know; and the dead•••• to mow aothiJag 

'b11t what ••• the liTiJlg, tell the■• !hat is quite illaporlant 

to Uliu about. 

AD4 la■tl.7, the arrq of pro■1nem n••• o-,:)lt 

ut to weig)a oona14erabl7 with u. Selene• 18 DO reapeeter 

of persona, and the &r&!JI! tuad Jtnlrr■ lo•• not wip witJa 

aoienoe.. !he fineat minu of aatiquit7, for ezaaple, Plate, 

Ari■totle, Pll.JW. Virgil, all l»elieTe& ill aatroloa. It 

naaea are proof■, then a■troloo ahoul4 be a fact. On the 

-t-
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other bani, we are not ,Uetlflel 1Jl dogmatlsing negat1Tel7 

and ee.yiDg that spiritual1811l 1■• b7 the nature of thinga, • 

foll7; for there ia nothing in the fundamental structure of 

the un1Ter■• or . of life wbiah precludes the posaib111ty of 

communicating with the departed apir1ta. K1nl you, I do not 

ea7 that communication with the departed apirita is a fact. 

I do D7 that there is noth111g in the nature of the wor14 or 

of man which preclude• the posalblli't7. Solenoe aeeu to 

lean more and more to the aplrituallatie lnterpretat10Jl of 

the UJliTerae a■ agaiaat the materialiatie. •• now are 

com!Jlg to belieT• the thinga; •• are JIOW eomiJag to belieTe 

that thing■ are force■ • that thing■ are energy, uul that the 

mia4 o'! ma 1■ aa energy, a for••• not oreate4 'b7 the braia, 

nor 4epen4.ent forever upoa the brat•. but in h11man lite wrk

ing tbrougb the braia, eTen •• the w1ll4 worka through the 

pipe• of the organ g1Ting 7ou nm.ale. The pipe■ of the orgaa 

do not create the w1n4. !he mind of man la an eur17. a 

force, perbapa the moat 811btle and the moat powerful force in 

the uni Terse; and energ ls neTer deatr07ecl, just a■ matter 

ia never 4eetro7ea. 

Iow 1f--an4 I etreaa the wor4 "if"--if mini -
peraiet■• if m1D4 ie aelf-exiatent and per■i■ta after the 

4ieaolutlon and the crumbling of the J>h.T■ioal boq--1n other 

wort■• if ■ind eontiae■ to 11n, thenwll7 mq- it not be 

poaaible for that llTiDg epirlt to eetab1l■h c~wmn1oatioa 

with o'Uler 11Tblg epirlt■ llho aJ&7 be re■14ent in the flealt.T 
. 

It 4oe■ aot foll• that the7 a; it lo•• aot follow thal there 

-10-



• 

• 

• 

1■ ut ■o• irremoTable ob■taole whioh makes it impoasible 

'fer noh oaiu•ounioatioa; but until B11ch time aa ft han 

lefinitel7 4eaoutrate4 thle fut, belie'f la ■pirihall■a, 

1D the po■aibllit," of lJl.tero W1P•1~atioa 0AJD1ot be ha■til.7, 

ant ehoul4 not be for the aake of aoienoe, brualle4 aa14e. 

IPifty 1•ar• ago people would haT• laughe4 out 
• 

of court the poaaibilit7 of fi7ing 1D the air in a machine 

heaTier than air; and twent7-fiTe year■ ago, fifteea year■ 

ago, people would haTe laughed to acorn &JlT man who would 

haTe maintained that I could etan4 here and speak, and m7 

Toice would be heard ten thouaand mil•■ awa7 from here. 

carried b7 the air, and b7 no material wire or aubatanoe. 

It ia not wi■e for a modern U.Jl 1il acorn to bruah th••• faot■ 

aaile, and ■8.7 the7 are all fraul, the7 are all ~r•po■terou■ 

i111poaltio11■, the7 are all meaaingl•••• 

Ia other wor4■, it la my firm oouietioa that 

it le too earl7 in the llQ' to 4epatise about aplri'11allaa; 

that om ought to keep an ope• •1114 oa the aubJeot. 

a■ •• ougll, aot to 4ogmat1H about it, ao om ollg)lt not to 

make a rellgioa of it. !hat le the wor■t thiag that eaa 

happen to it. All aper■titiou aro■• fro■ attempt■ of people 

to ■ab religloa of half truth■• Spiritaall• ,e1011ga in the 

laborato17, not in the church; apiritualiea uould be entru■tel 

to the bani■ of competent , trained aoienti■ta, an4 not into the 

hanla of mini■tera or preacher■. 8prit1ualiam ought to be 

■•nlar1N4 ooapletel7. It ha■ Terr little to lo witll 

rellgioa. !he ■oat that ■p1r1taal1D oaa 4o for religloa la 

-11-
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-+- lo co~ira the ~altli ln tlie liiiiortalit7 o tlie anl. wliloli 

religion haa maintained for thoueanu of year■• !hat la all . 
that spiritualism can do for rellgion--to reaffirm or oonfir11 

a f•ith which religion, b7 gift of intuition, if you will, or 

aa a reault of the dire necesaitiea of bVN-D life, poeitel 

1n the auniYal of oouciou■ ~nman personality after death. 

Beyond thai spiritualiaa haa nothing to offer to religion. 

lor eTeD if it be eetabl1ehe4 b7 abaolute 

truth that the dead are not 4eafl but liTing, and that ... oua 

oo:c,mmn\cate with them, our life will continue to be Ter, llllloJl 

what it ia toclq. You will oontimle to 11Te 1B thi■ wn4a11• 

exi■teno• with ita probleu and 1~• perp1exlt1••• aa4 the 

experiences of the departei spirit■, 41aeabo41efl allcl 11Tlmg 

oa another plaae of beiJlg, cut Tery little help to••• 

11T1Dg aa we do ill a pb7■1eal rll, wi,h ita bitter an4 

t171Dg problems of lite. 

Religion will oont11111e to concern iteelf in 

the future. aa in the paat, not ■o 11112ch with spiritualiam a■ 

with apiritualit7; not with the task of •■tabliehing oom

m.nloatloa with the departel but with the tau of e■tabliahingj 

friencll.7 communioatioa with all the llTiJlg. Religion 1Jl the 

4a7■ to come will still ollng to it■ central foci. namel.7, 

ethiea an4 moralit7. aad the relationahip■ bet•••• man anl. 

man. betwaea 11111A an4 Qot.. !he problea of nrT1Tal le bal 

one of the problem■ of h•••• life. !lle pro1»1 .. of "rt.JI 1■ 

aaother probl••• and perhap■ aa iaflaitel.7 .. re lllpor\aat 

probl • 
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•• look to it with 81loh lo11gillg if, in the epaoe of tiM 

allotted to ua--our fift7, sixty, aeTenty yeare--we make 

nothing of our liTe■, e permit our phyaioel. po era to go 

to waste. our apiritual and mental po•r• to l&J fallo • 

W!q' do we nee4 oontimatioa in.terait7 if•• make nothillg of 
. 

our life ill our teaporal existence? What Talue ha■ 

i11&ortalit7 for a man who doe■ not liDk himael~ up with the 

inaor'bl. and spiritual qualitiee of lifeT Moat men ahollll 

not be 111111ortal; ao■t men live too long a■ it ia; moat me• 

make nothing of that gift of life which ia given to them. 

The chief conoern of religion ie the deTelop

ment, the harmonious and complete development of our l.ife 

here; to ~k• it regnant ,With meam.- and purpoM; to make 

it rich 1th abwidant an4 good er1torious acts; tc 

establish a kingdom of God here upoD arth. Bot eachatoloa. 

not apecalJPN, not the concern of the ultimate end. but 

ethioe, moralit7. These thillga are the realm and the 

proYiDoe of trae religion. 

So that religion toda7 would do wll to laltate 

the religioa of twent7-fiYe hundred yeara ago,uwa).y, ~o dia

olala an_v kinuip with a rellgio•• apiritualin; to dlYoroe 

itaelf oompletel7 from 1~. and to 4e~ uucieatifio ep1r1hal

iaa to olo&k it■el:f in the garb of religioa, beoauee it haa 

nothing to do with religion &D7 more than che■letX7 ha■. or 

p)Q'■ioe haa, or pa7choloa ha■• If epiritualiam ie •?11'thlng. 

it 1■ a aoience; if it la not a aoienoe it 1■ no'Ulillg. 

!here 1■ the meaao of it. lla11k1D4 ha■ f011ghl 



• 

• 

• 

three thouaan4 year■ to oenter the re11g1ou■ thought of 

aankin4 •pon this earth and upon thi■ world and upon aooiet7. 

llankln4 haa struggled deaperntel7, religion has atruggled 

4aaperatel7, to establish the center of graTity fro th• other: 

worl4, from the hereafter, from heaTen and hell. to thi■ 

worll, to the problems of ~•tice and kindneee &Ill. loTe 1JL 

thia worl4. Bow come■ a f 1th which attempt■ ag~iD to throw 

baok the center of graTit7 into the other worll, illto the 

hereafter, ana to fl:E the attentioD of people on •ha~ will 

take place later••• 

!hat 1■, te rq aiad., a aenaoe to olTillsatloa. 

Spirit11&l.la ought to be ■eCJlllarisel oompletel7. Cheaiatq 

onoe •pon a tille wa■ a rellgioa. It traTelecl 1U14er the 

cloak of alohe1117; &114 aloheiv ea religioa 1111til aoienoe 

4epr1Te4 lt of it■ religiou■ cloak 4 re4uoel alueaw to the 

bit of ao1eat1!1o truth which it o<mta1ne4. P97olloloo 

~1f't7 yeara ago lent itaelf to all foru of raligioue 

aberration; today ps7ohology ia becoming a acienoe, and 

there'b7 remoTiJlg the religioue cloak from th few bit■ of 

■cientitio truth which were there. !he aame thing muat 

happen to apiritualiam. 

!o men an4 wonwn 11T1Dg in this world the ,rue 

faith and the aufficient faith 1a thia: that there 1■ a goa 

&ll4 wi■e Qot 1n the uniT rH; 1ta Creator, 1,a proT14er. 1,a 

beDafioenee; 8114 that whereTer w a:r, here or th r • ill 

What.Ter ooll41ticm •are.•• are 11114er Ilia uelterlJlg lne; 

\hat aereTer r clear o•• who llaTe gene laefore ••are.er 
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1D whatever conditioa the7 ..,- b, tbe7 are atlll 1Jl Qo4'• 

orl4, au4 11Dcler the proteotiJtg love•~ a Qo4 who euraoe■ 

everything there 1• or wa■ or ■hall l»e; aa4 that while ware 

upon earth, our ohief ooo•ra ia not to "111.Jlk of tile here

after, cm eYea to think of 011r lear hparte&, ex ept •• a 

tribute or a■ an 1Dap1rat1oa, but our ohief 00J10era 11!111• 

here oa earth i■ to 4o Ja■tl.7, an4 to loTe mero7, 8D4 to 

walk hwabl7 w1 th Qo4 • 
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