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RABBI AB HILLKL SILVER. 
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!he character outside of the Bible whioll 1a 

perhaps the moat loTable, the moat trul7 repre■entatlTe 

of the Jewish ideal of moral perfection, is perhap■ that 

of Hillel. We haTe no saints in JR4ai■a--1lJlle■a it be thoN 

whoa popular tribute aanotified becauae tho■• men in their 

11Tea sanctified Go4, died in martµdoa--al k1441lu. laaue.-

■anotifying the N-1D8 o:f Go4; otherwiae •• h&Te u ■aint■ iJl 

Israel. And yet .1D.4aiem haa a ooaoeption of eaiJJltlinea■, a 

condition of moral per:feotion--not in iaolation, not ill 

aeoetic monaatioiam, but a condition of moral perfection ill 

the aidat of life'• Tery turmoil and struggle; and Hillel 

moat cloael7 approximates thla ideal of Jewiah ■aintlineaa • 

Hillel 11Te4 i n the generation before the 

common era; he waa bona. in Bab7lon, which at that time wa■ 

the hinte.rland of Palestine. Babylon in the da.7• of Hillel 

coul~ boaat o:f no great academies of learniDg, nor of great 

culture; its golden era of Talmdio aot1Tit7 was still to 

come. Young Hillel had a great thir■t for learning, not at 

all penliar to him, but rather oltaracteri■tic of all tJae 

great ... of hia 487. And so Teq earl.7 in life )le 

aid.grated from Bab7lon and wended his wa7 to PaleatiM. Jle 

waa a poor lat and earned his 11T1Dg, so_ tra41tioa recount■, 

hewing wood and doing all kinda of oarpent17--work en01lgh to 

earn for him■elf a nbel■tenc•. and enough to earn the fee 

which wae required for ac1Jlliaa1on to the acal•JV of learning. 
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!he great thirat for learning and hia aiaple 

per■picacit7 of purpo■e are illustrated. of course. in that 

beautihl legend conoerning hi■• with which 7ou are all 

familiar. Young Hillel one 4a7 found himeelf without the 

small fee required 1a order to be admitted 1Jl the gre&\ 

achool of Shemaiah. and of the Tal•4; he did not have the 

wherewithal to enter; and so eager waa he to listen 1.Jl, and 

ao afraid was he of mieeing ~ of the inatruotio•. tha\ 

tradition aa7a he clambered up to the fiat roof of the school 

house, where there was a Bk7light, and that he listened in. 

It waa in the midat of the wintry season and anow began to 

fall, but so absorbed we.a Hillel in the diacuasion that waa 

going on in the school that tie did not notice the snow 

covering him until he was too numb to notice it. J'ortunatel.7, 

the aoholara and the teacher■ inside of the acadeJV noticed 

this ehadow upon the root. and the7 went to inTeatigate, and 

there the7 found the proatrate and bellllJllbed figure of Hillel. 

The7 took hill into the aohool. and the great teacher Sh••iaJl 

an4 hi• oonfrer .Abta.lion,■aid that for a man like llillel 

one la permitted even to Tiolate the Sabbath. 

Hillel learned readil7. eagerl7. and before 

very long Hillel became the president of the eaDhedriJl and 

the outstanding religioua flgare of hi• dq. He eatabllahel 

a great achool. raiaed ma!Q" diaciplee. interpreted the law, 

expounded the Bible. laid dom rule• b7 meana of which the 

new lan required b7 the altered coll4itiou of ■ooiltt7 ooull 

be &erinl from the olcl law ill the Bible. therelt7 preHniJlg 
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the Talidit," and the absolute authority of the Bible without 

stultifying th• life of the people. 

But it is not with the legal work of Hillel 

that we are concerned this morning, great aa that work, all

important aa that work was; it ie with Hillel'a ethio■ that 

we wiah to deal this morning. Hillel di4 not deTelop a ooa-

plete system of ethioa. That waa not dona in Israel until 

more than a thousand year■ later in Spaia. Life cli4 not 

require as yet ayatematisatio. Hillel, howeTer, laid 4o11Jl 

oertain tremendoual.7 Tital moral and ethical preoept■, •~lch, 

though now two thouaand years 014, have still a •••t 1Jlme4iate 

and vital applioabllit7 to life and conditiona todq. An4 -. 

what ia even more important, Hillel' a own life wae an ethical 

preachment . Hillel was UDiTeraal.17 beloved for hla humilit7, 

hi• piety, his love of peace, ht• bum8llit7, hie B7Jlll)athetio 

understanding of all life~e trials and trouble■, and of the 

heavy burdens which all men are wont to bear in life; and 

this superb kin411neea of the man, this active gentilit7 

won for him uniTeraal admiration, and what ie even more im

portant, universal loTe. 

Hillel'• love of hie fellowmen le lllu■trate4 

both laaxill and in ■to%'7. !he ■oat aipifloant ■tor7 of 

the !alad la, of 0011rae, the ■to17 of the pr••l.TM who oame 

to Shamalall, who was the ooJlfrere of Hillel, a ooatempora17 

of Hillel, and aleo a · great ra'blt1. and wh•• he ral■•4 J1U17 

41■olpl•■ after hill, a pro■•l7'• oaea to SJleealu Ul4 .. 1a t 

the rabbi: "!eaoll tu ••l• of th• !onla la the tl that 
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it takea me to stand oa one foot. !each me th• whole of 

Ju4aia■ in the brief ■pace of time that a man oan ataD4 o• 

one foot." Sharaaiah, who was a man ,ealoua of hie digDJ.t7 

and hia authorit7, reaented thia frivolit7 of the would-be 

proselyte and expelled him from his aohool. The pro■e].J'te 

then want to Hillel, the kindly. peace-loving Hillel, an4 

aaked him the eame question, . thinking perhaps that he would 

disconcert Hillel. too, and anger him; but Hillel, wiahing to 

diaara the proselyte, and at the aame time to utilise the 

occasion to propound the moat tre:mendoua truth 1D all re

ligion, aaid, "Why, eurel7. I can teach you the whole of the 

Torah while you stand on one foot. 'LoTe th7 neighbor aa 

tlq■elf.' Thia is the whol of the Torah; the reat ia onl7 

oomment4Z7 . Go and atuq." 

Io more vital religious emDCiatiOA waa ever 

made--and that froa a rabbl. "Love t)q neighbor u tlqael.1'.~ 

This is the hole of religlea; the re■t ie 0D17 aecoll4ar7, 

a help, a pe4agogio methol. !he heart and aoul, the llllJJ1 and 

nbatanoe of all religion ia love of our fellowmea. Tllo• 

ao-oalled higher oritio■ who have popa1-rise4 the notioa that 

in the dR.78 of Hillel, which waa shortly before the 49.7■ of 

the beginning of Christianit7, .ludaiam waa a mor1buD4, 

atultified faith. whoae apirit had been crushed b7 legali■-

and b7 the literaliat■ of the !orall,--tho■e ■o-oalle4 higher 

oritio ho haTe populariHI the notion that .1u4a1■- wa■ ever 

a religion of atem &114 rigid Juatiae, and that 1 • Qol wa■ a 

arael, YiJl41ot1ve leit,", ollght to turn to thi■ mi■ of 
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Hillel, which was not at all unique, which f1D4a it ■ echo•• 

re■plen4entl7 and abundantl.7 in that rich literature of 

that period which we call the Apoorypha end the apocaln■•• 

toTe. loTe of God, loTe of our fellowmen, loTe of stuq, loTe 

of the Torah,--theae were essential principles in .Juclaiaa 

generations before the birth of the claughter religion. 

Hill 1 is also credited with expounding the 

golden rule--"That which is hateful to thyself, do not 4o 

unto th7 neighbor." In a positive fora this aame priDCipl• 

1• repeated in the Bew Teatament. "Do unto others•• 7ou 

would haTe others do unto 7ou." Beither Hillel nor Je81l■ 

are the originators of tbia maxim. Pour hundred year■ before 

their time Confuciue alreaq laid down this principle. The 

significant thing ln connection with this formulation of 

loTe, of human loTe. 1• this: th .t by positing the principle 

of loTa in this particular form, namely, "What is hateful 

unto thyself do not do unto th.7 neighbor," Hillel, in a ■enae, 

reinterpreted and sanely modified the same thought foun4 in 

the Book of LeTitlcu■, chapter 19, namely, "LoTe th7 neighbor 

•• th7aelf.• One c&Dllot loTe his neighbor as one loTe■ 

himaelf. a■ one loTea hi■ om; it ia not within the aphere of 

hUJl&ll emotiona. "And the Torah waa not g1Ten to angel•; the 

Torah waa glTen to buman beinga with their aaeential 

11ml tat ioa." One cannot and one does not loTe hie neighbor 

aaone loTea hie owa, his immediate famil7, his childrea, •• 

one loves himself; and unleea tbi■ principle become utterl.7 

irrelevant, it J11Uat be relnterpretel •~ Hillel reiJlterpretel 
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time■ love is hard, and aometimea love muat be taxing and . 
exacting. The aim of love 1a robu■t morali't7; _the aim of 

love 1■ to enable a man more readil7 to develop him■elf and 

to liTe a finer, nobler life. ID other word.■, love ia not 

an en4 1D itaelf; it is a meana to help mea to augment their 

liTe■ and lead better, finer, nobler, more helpfil liTe■ • 

Thia 1a the oonoeption of loTe in Judaia■, and it 1a the 

only sound co:noeption of loTe. 

Hillel also ■aid, "Be of the 41ac1plea of 

Aj.ron, loving peace and puraruing peace." There are two 

distinct idea■ 1nvo1Ted in this brief maxim to loTe peace, 

to deTelop a disposition, a hUDger for peace, Ju•t aa there 

is in human life a love of fight. of combat, of riT&lrJ', of 

domination, of competition . 

cultivate within themaelve 

So Hillel counaele men to 

the motional quality of loTiDg 

peace--of lOTiDg it; not merel.7 being peaceful, but actuall.J' 

to loTe it with an oTerpowering, emotional urge. ID other 

wor4■ , to create 1Jl bnwa eociet7 a temperament, a will to 

peaoe. That ie what life needa todq. liret of all, before 

&Jll' machiner7 for the ultimate paoifioatioa of the worl4 oaa 

be eatabliahed, aanklnd 11uet _get a hunaer for peace; i ~ imet 

eTolTe a will, a real .win to have 1,, an4 when maaklDd wiue• 

a thing and willhea it Jmoh and wishea it 111tenael7, J8Ul get■ 

what it wiah••• 

And th D Hillel aa14, "Purne peace." It 1■ 

not enough to wiall it; one must go out in aot1Te purault of 

1 t. 1fh7, m:t1n4 ha■ p reaohe4 peaoe, peace , peao•. for 

_,_ 
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thousand■ of year■, and there 1■ no peace, beoau■e rnanktu, 

chained to its looalitie■ and its temporal condition■ and ita 

conTentiona and ite preJudicee and its national chauTinlam 

and its national antago:111-, waa forced to etq put an4 

remain where it ia. and merel7 to engage in the piou■ an4 

the mechanical repetition of peace, peace, peacel Hillel 

■a14. "Be of tho■e who pureue it" - actiTel7 and energeticallt 

to build thoae agencie■ and to ■tabliah that machine17, 

howeTer temporal, however tentat1Te, which will bring peace 

a little nearer, and atill a little nearer. 

!ho• who are engaged in peaoe work tolq, th• 

fine, 4eTote4 ao~l•, the men and women of this lan4 an4 

throughout the worll who are g1T1• of themaelTe■ uutiatiDg-

17 to the oauee of peace, ought o remember theae two 

principle• which Hillel emnoi tel, oth in41apeJl8a'ble. Kea 

1111et work firat for a ~1n4 of eclucation which, in the kinder

garten, in the public chool■ and in the hig~ achool■ and in 

the church and in the home will build up a peace sentiment, 

a peace loTe, ao that youth will be inepired to work for it 
also 

and to sacrifice for it. And then they muatAwork not for 

peaoe 1D the abatraot, not for peace merel7 ae a principal 

ideal deaire4, but for peace oorporealise4, expreaee4 1Jl 

dlatinotiTe inatitutiou and agenoi••• If o ia unae■irabl• 

and unaati■faotor"7, then another mo.at be discovered, 

and other■ 1111■t be 41acoTerel. Bat maohiu17, 1nat1tut1ou, 

agencie■. whlab will gin the natiou of the worll a HDN 

f ■eourit7, aa4 whloh will therefore make peaalbl• 111l1Teraa1 
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41■armament and international oomlt7 an4 peaoe.--inatitutiona 

are neceesar;y to·aoccnplisb that. 

And thea Hillel. from the maxim which we reacl 

last week. giTee espre■aioa to his own great hunger of 

learning in the following e,qing: "He who does not atuq 

deserve■ death." Io•. of oour•~ Hillel 1e ua1Dg a )Qrperbole 

here. What he meana clearl7 ie thia: that he who doe■ not 

etuly 41••• for when man ceaeee to learn, not merel7 book 

learning, but to learn of life, to increase his atore of 

knowledge ana w1■4om, wlJ1'. man ceases to 11Te. Ono• our 

mental alertne■e ie deadened. once our intellectual hunger 1 ■ 

■ate4. once there 1■ no loDB9r a~ quest or eagerne■s or 

Tentureaomeneee in our life,~. then•• cease to live. 

Life la onl7 de■erYiJlg of the name life when it 1a teue, 

when it haa eagerness and expeotan 7. when the miBd ia oon

■tantl7 aotive, eeeklug, aearching, pilgrimagiJag. aencJing 

fortll eTer new &Jlt•nn•• to reach out to toaoh the 1Uliver■e. 

Be who doe■ not atui.7 41••• 

And Hillel furthermore aa14. "Be who doe■ not 

l~reaae in knowledge deoreaae■." Kaa aeTer rrtaD4■ still. 

In man' ■ life there 1■ either ascendency or decline. Y011 

cannot etan4 still. A pool of water which doe■ not reoeiTe 

from time to time a fresh influx ■tagnatea. And it la ao 

with the human m1D4 . The human mind cannot foreTer fee4 

upon itaelf; it muat open up •• wln4ow upon life; it lllll■t 

inTite the worl4 lDto 1t--tbe learning and the wi■do■, thlt 

book knowledge and the lcJlowle4ge that oca•• from uperieno• 

_,_ 
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in order to keep that mind clean and alert and creatiTe. 

"He who does not increase in mowle cl&• decrease■ it." 

Hillel furthermore eaya--and thie le quite 

important ·tod.&.7--that there oan be no pie't7. there can be no 

true religion without knowledge. !he ignoramua oannot 

reall7 be a ■in-fearing mu. ancl the illiterate oam1ot 

really be pioue. ReligioD finds ita deadlieat eM1117 1Jl 
• 

ignorance, ·ana ita atronge■t ally ill mowledgt .and . learning. 

Religion baa nothing to fear from science. which meana 

mowing. Superatition need fear ecienoe; relig_ion oan wll 

welcome it wit• open arma. 

When 7Q.ll compare this doctrine o'f Hillel'• 

with that which preTailed in the Middle Agee, for example, 

credo guia abaur4ua--I belieTe in a thing just because ~tis 

abaurd--and when you oontraet the r ligioua liberalit7 and 

tolerance of that man Hillel with thoae political illiterate• 

and religious fanatioa in the legi■lature of the atate o'f 

Tennessee, who feel that the onl.7 W8."6 to preaene religion 1■ 

to stamp out science, 7ou understan4. you realise how far in 

advance of hie clay Hillel wa■• and how far behind their time■ 

thee• people of to4a7 are. 

LoTe learn1Dg1 And that haa been a dominant 

motif ill Jewish life right thr011gh the age■ . 

And la■tl.7, I ahould like to oall 7our attenti 

to Hillel' ■ marTeloua ■aaS,t7. to Hillel'• Aperb balanoe. Be 

was not an extreai■t one~ or the other. To hi■ the ideal 

of li'fe. 3a,■t u to the great Arl■totle UIODg the great 
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Greek■ , was th• Keaoa--the middle wa:,. He ■aid, "If I am 

not for myself, who will be for me? But if I aa for miaelt 

0D17, what am I?" !here are two philoeopbiea of life con-

traatec1 there--egoia an4 altrui■■; ■elf-effacement and ■elt

aggrandisement. And Hillel find■ a golden mean between the 

two. A man should think of himaelf, a man should think of 

hie welfare and of the welfare of thoae near to hi■; for if 

he doea not. no one will do it for hill. A man should not 

4eJV himself, a man should should not efface him■elf; a man 

should perfect himself to the higheat potentialitiea of hi■ 

being; a man should think of hi■ 41gnit7, of hie position, 

of his priu. 

But 1:f one tb!nk■ he can cleTelop himaelf 

without regard to aooiet7, that he oaa 4eTelop, aa it were, 

out of bim■elf, indifferent tote desire■, to the nee4a, or 

to the aimilar 7earninge on the part of other men, he 1■ 

miatakea. If a meD 4eTelop■ for himself oDl.7, muael7, to 

have a little ■ore and to be a little more--1t I• for 1117■el~ 

oD.17, what ea IT Bothlngl A mean, mall, atane4 . 
peraonalit7, uarela.te4 to the great worl4 about hill, out ot 

contact with the great movements of life about him. 

!be ideal 1■ to find the middle cour■e; aelf

development through eocial life,b7 eana of ■ocial life, for 

the aake of eocial life; for man la a aoolal belDg, and hi■ 

lif • depend■ for 1 ta aa■tenanoe, for 1 t■ growth, upoa aocil t7. 

and he 1■ therefon clut7 b01lB4 to recompeue ■ociet7 for the 

lllTe ■t■ent whiell ■oolet7 make■ • 
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Hillel furthermore explained thia idea of hie 

of the golc1en mean b7 a stor7. Be wa■ found one clq going 

to the great batha which the Romana had eetabliehe4 in 

Paleatine, and hie diaoiple■ asked him whither he wae going, 

and wh7. He ■aid. "I am going to exalt the name of Qol." 

An4 they woJl4ere4, and he explained. Re aai4, "In the 

great oirou■e■ and aaphitheatre■ whiob the Romana haTe built 

here they haTe put up atahe■--atatuea of their god■, ■tatue■ 

of their emperor■, either mea of little importanoe or gob 

which do not exi■t; and yet men tak• care of theN atatue■ 

and wash them and oleo the■, keep them respleD4ent. I, 1n 

whoa• bocl7 God place4 pan of hie spirit; I, who aa oreated 

in the image of God, ■hall I negleot Jr1 bocl7T The bo47 la 

the temple in which the soil dells." 

Bow that is a remarkable doctrine, when one 

think■ of the great moTementa in the days of Hillel and 

since, which taught men to look upon the bocl7 not aa the 

temple of the soul but aa the prison of the soul; which taught 

men that their bodiea are contaminated, that their bo4ie■ are 

sinful, that their bodies are the cause■ of all weameeee■ 

and all wicuan.■■ and all eTil 1n the worl4, and that their 

bo47' shoud be ea■tigatel and affiiotel, tortured and 

repne■e4, in order that the ao11l 111&7 be exal te4. 

Hillel kept the golun aeaa betwea a■oet1o11111 

on the one han4 encl eplnreul• oa the other; bet .... oTer

lnnlgenoe, bet•••• oTer-p-,erlJla the boa,-. and ietweea 

ab■olute repre eloa aad at11ltlfloatloa. That 1■ ■OIIK, ----------~---+---
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robu■t moralit7. That la what Hillel preaohet.. 

And la■tl.7--and I shall be througll--he aa14. 

"If not no•. when?" !he whole of life centers 1n th• now. 

not in the hereafter. not in the other worla. nor eTea 

tomorrow. Bowl Thia moment which la glTen 7011. whim 7oa 

have, which you can u■e; do 1 t now I The morrow 1■ not 7our■• 

It 1■ ln the will of God. The hereafter ia beyond your ken; 

the other world is not of your knowing. All that you mow. 

all that you can uee is that precious moment which ia giTen 

you now. Use itl "Do not aay." aaid Hillel. "when I shall 

have time I will etuq." !or moat people never have the 

time. I have known eo m8J1T very bu117. very actiTe buainea■-

men who are so absorbed in their business and the tau of 

buildi:qg up a great eat~liah n, and I have often heard 

them ■q. "ell. I am too bu■7 just now; I ea too pre

occupiel; I haTen't got tiM for atuq; I haven't time for 

llll■io and BJDIPhollie■ and operaa; I haTen't tllle for the temple 

and for worship; I haven't time for book■. I am too bu■7. 

Later on. later on after I will have built up ST buain••• an4 

I will have leiaure and time, I will retire and deTote JD7■elf 

to these thing■.'' But the chance■ are that when the7 

retire. if the7 retire, they are no longer qualified to do~ 
' 

real reading or stuq, any real intelleotural or cultur~l 

work. The;r have ao long ■tarve4 the IDll■cle ■ of their mini 

and their soul tbat they can no longer UH the■; and moat of 

th•• when the7 do retire, retire under the care of a dootor 

or of a mtr■e; the7 retire to a ■1ok be4. 
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Do not ea7 "When I ahall have .time I will 

stuq. Thou ma7at neTer have the time. If not now, when!" 

And. eTeD thoae who are not so-called practical buaineaemen, 

eTen thoae ·who are the impractical i4ealista often make tha 

■ame mistake. Tbe7 aacrifioe the preeent, the now, the 

precious momenta which are giTen them, to some diatant, 

perhaps neTer attainable goal. Gorq, in hi■" ragmenta of 

'111T Di&r7," tells this simple but profound little aneoaote. 

In the Alexander Park 1n St. Petrograd, there was a gar4ener 

who for years and years took care of the park, of the flower 

beda, of the walu in the park, and during the days of the 

osar, de.117, like clock-work, this gar4 .ner would come to 

hie ark, put on bis frock and go out weeding hie planta, 

watering his flowers and cleaning the walks. When the 

revolution broke out and Petrogr w agog with excitement 

and movements of arm.lea, when great ideals were in the air 

and men were speaking of the millennium, thia simple gardener, 

day by day, with white apron, repaired to hie garden an4 

tended to hie work; and when the second great reTolution took 

place in Russia, and again vast armies crowded the ■treet■ 

of St. Petrograa, and again great expectation.a were in the 

air, and people and soldier■ thoughtleesl7 would cCIJle uA 

ataap OTer the aicel7 grown graa■ and laWDB of the park.or 

of the flonr bed■ • th1a gard ner would ■tand there like aa 

&Tenglng angel, and scold and threaten and proteot, a■ a 

mother proteota its babi••• the flo•r be4■ and the lawa an& 

the walk■ of hi■ park. And eoaetillle■ aol41er woul4 aak hill, 



• 

"Jtool, when all the world la being ohangel, and all th••• 

wondertul tbinge are coming to happen,~ are 7ou remia.1»1118 

here in the garden. eatis~ied with this stupid little work, 

thia apada ork. thia trucking?" But he would reeponl 3Rat 

aimpl7, "You wieh to fight? You wish new government? You 

wish new conditiona? You go and get them; I will take care 

o~ urr dear little park." That's all the story. And yet one 

can re&d a great deal in that story. Others were trampling 

OTer paru. and other■ were trampling over human life. an4 

others were de troying. others were sacrificing the now, the 

kin417 things that could be done now, the beautital thing■ 

that could be done now, for eome distant, ultimate ideal at 

stake which may never come to be. 

Perhaps the only real thing, the on17 laating 

thing. tbe onl~ worthwhile thing t t waa done in that atoz,v 

city of Petrogra4 during all those years was the work of th••• 

humble little garden re, each one doing hia humble ~ob aow 

and here. Whether 1 t be the gardener o~ a flower bel, or 

the cobbler at hie lathe. or the student in his stuq, thoee 

who clay by da7 do their God-appointed task are tho■• who 

aerTe mank1D4. .If not now, whenT 

--o--
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