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~ro■ earlie ■t time■ a diatinotion waa drawn 

between the bueineaa man and the profeesional man. The 

business man dealt in commoditiee; the profeaf,ional man dealt 

in knowledge. One dealt in thing■ and the other in ideaa, 

and because the coDU1odit7 of the busineaa man could be readll7 

appra1ae4. while the atook-in-trade of the professional man 

could not be aa readil7 ap»ra1ae4, lt came to be that aociet7 

placed a fluctuating Taluation upon the Nrvicea of the pro

fessional man. 

In certain age■ and in certain landa the 

doctor, for example. waa looked upon•• a charlatan. the 

la117er aa a kn&Te, the teacher a■ a neceaaary eTil, an4 the 

a1D1ater •• an affiiotion. At other time■ 1D other land■ 

one or all of the■• profeaeiona ••• regarded with high e■tee■ . 

Again, there waa thi■ difference: 1na8111Uoh aa the professional 

man 414 not aell commodit1ea but 0D17 idea■ , he was not to be 

paid for it. Perhapa society regarded 14eaa of 811Ch a ■acre4 

character that it refused to appl7 to them the commonplace• 

of the market place. It inaiated that a professional man 

ahould render hla aenlcea grati■; and it ia true that for 

hundreds and hundreds of year■ what we today call profeasion■ 

were .in reality aTocation■, and man earned bis 11T1Dg either 

in •DU•l labor or in some trade or buaineaa. In hi■ leiaure 

time he followd hi■ profeaaion. Sooiet7. atrange to aq,-

perhapa not ao atranp, would regarcl it •• abeolutel7 

legitimate, and 414 ao regard it, for a man to adopt a 
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bu■ineaa career with the &Towed purpoae of makiDg mom7. 

That wa■ looked upon•• abaolutel7 legitimate and honorable. 

But it neTer did countenance a professional man eetting out 

on a professional career with the &Towed aim of making mone7. 

I 

He doe ■ not do that to this ve-ey da7. Somehow aoclet7 ■enael 

that the profeasional aan giTe■ more of himself, of hi■ 

eaaential self, of his peraonalit7, to hie profeesion than 

the bualneaa man does to hi■ bueine■a. or the laborer to 

hie work. 

In other words, a man'a profession 1■ a renex 

of his personalit7--of the fine■t and the beat that ia 1D hia, 

and therefore a professional man cheapens himself b7 eelling 

his peraonalit7, hie eaaential ■elf, a■ a '"1aineee man ■ell■ 

hie coaaodlt7. And thie aaluta~ diatlnotion which eociet7 

4r•• between the bualneaa man and the profeeslonal man la, to 

ST mind, to this ve'r7 da7, the Teey oreat and heralcl%7 of the 

profeaslona. If the7 lose that the7 lose a thing of real 

worth and real merit. 

!here are, of oouree, still other dietlnction■ 

between the business man and the profeaslonal man. J. pro-

feasion require■ preparation; 7et &DT man can become a work-

ingman, an unskilled workingman. I auppoae •~ man can 

become a bueineae man--not a succeaeful buainee■ man, of oourN, 

but 8D7 man oan open a ■tore, ■a7, and lose mone7. You can 

11 plq at the game of a bualnee■ 11&11.. Suooeaaful buelne■■ 

require■ epeoial skill, apecial abllit7, but not, in a 

reetricted een■e, epeolal tralnl11g, teobnloal traln111g. !he 
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professional man mat graduate through a 1112oceaa1Ye eerie• 

of definite and apeo1f1o ■tudie■ before he oan praotioe hia 

profession • That g1Te■ him all advantage OTer the buainea■ 

man. Be le, aa a rule, better informed about hia profe8aion 

and all that ie 1DTO1Ted ln lt than the aTerage buelnee■ man 

i■ about hie bualneea. 

Again. the profession■ are apec1allze4 thlnga. 

A professional man muat, of neceeei't7, be a apecialiat; a 

bueineaa man need not be a epecialiat. I haTe known mam

faoturera who became banker■; there 1a a conatant fiuctuation 

from one bueineaa into another, but there le no auch fluctua

tion from one profession into another. lor a profeaaional 

man to leave hie profeasion an4 to go into another he must 

paaa through another aeries of preparation for hi■ • new 

profession. !hat·. too, g1Tee him an advantage oTer the 

buaineaa man. B7 compelling hi■ to specialise it g1Te■ hla 

a more intellectual background to his life's work--• better, 

a more coaplete background than the bualneaa maD ha■. 

Then again, there 1a this other diatlnotion: 

a profeeelon ia a progreaa1ve affair. A buaineae ma7 grow 

quantitatiTel7~ it ma7 inorea••• it mq expan4, but a pro

fession deTelopa qualitatiTel7. There la not a 4&7 but that 

8ome new mowladge 18 added to the ac1enoe of mediolne, of 

engineering, of pe4agogr, of ohemlat17, and an;v profea81onal 

man who ia worth7 of the naae must conetantl7 develop hlmeelf 

and keep abrea■t of the awift 4eTelopment of hie profeaalon. 

if h• 1■ to be worth the ■al~, if he 18 to be worth the nsr• 
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of a profeaaional man. And that. too. giYea him an adYantage 

oYer the bu■inee■ man. It ooapel■ hia to be QDamio in 

life; it coapela hill .to be a4Yancing 1D life. 

So that taken all in all, the profeaa1onal JUD 

la better equippe4,. b7 the traditiona and b7 the requirement• 

of hie profeaeion. to fulfill man'e primaey tau 1n life, 

namel7, aelf-perfection. The profeealonal man le ln better 

poaitioD to realise the goal of 11Y1Dg--aelf-expreaai~n an4 

■elf-fulfillment. But eYen he does .not alwqe fulfill hie 

life'• work. !he temptation to turn one's profession into 

a apade with which to 41g, the temptation to a4opt the aame 

method■ and the same goal■ of the buslneaa •orl4--the tempta

tion to utilise one'a profeaeion for profit. la ve-q great, 

and JD&D7 aucoull'b to it. Bot &11. There la a ten4eno7. an4 

a Ye-q dl■heartenlng tendency, aaoqg ■&Dl' of the profeaslom 

to oommerolallse the profeaeion■• 

Bow it la hard to speak of commercialising a 

profession. eapeclall7 when one realise■ that eoolet7 to thia 

Yeey 4a7 doea not coapenaate the professional man properl7 

for hla aenlcea. Although profeaalon■ haYe beco■• Yooationa 

and are no longer aYooatlona, althO'Ggh a man muat giTe to it 

hie entire time and hie entire life, ■ooiet7 ■till grutglngl7 

oompenaate■ hi■ for hie ■enic••• !here is har417 a bllalnea• 

aan of ■ode■t auooea■ who■e re1111neratlon, who• social re

•neration, le not greater b7 far than the remuneration. aa7, 

of the teacher, the engineer, the m1Dlater. and •Y• the 

&Yerage medical praotitioa.r. And when one ■top■ to thlnk 
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that a man'• profession la all that he ha■• and when he die■ 

he leave■ hia famll7 no eatabl1ahe4 bualneaa and no aouroe ot 

income·; hie profeaa1on ends with h1a life and hie fam117 1• 

thrown back upon the meager ■&Tinge which he••• able to make 

out of hie meager aalarJ'. one hesitate• to speak of proteaaloa-

al MD co11111erolallslng their pro~eaalona. I 
And yet there are ma.D1' who do it. 

all; not all. b7 •~ meana. The great maJorit7 of men in the 

legal profession are men of uprlghtneaa and integrlt7; the 

great maJorit7 of men in the medical profession are har4-

work1ng. earneet. sacrificing eoula; the great maJorit7 ot 

men in the minletey are faithful, pious. earnest being■ who 

~•Tote themselves aelflesal7 to their work; and the great 

maJorit7 in the teaching profession in the public sohoola 

and the uniTereitiee of our lana are conaecrate4 human beluga 

doing a great aenice and rece1Ting Tery little rewar4 for 

their aerTice. 

But there are some who have fallen under the 

spell of the co■petltlTe life about them, and haTe been caught 

up, aa it were. in the ruah and the ■craable for acquisition 

and wealth, which la the Ter7 bread of our industrial a79te■. 

You take, for example. the legal profeaaion--and I speak of 

that not because the la1r7ere are more culpable but beoau■• 

the7 are more in eT14enoe; there are more of the■ . 

proteaaion 1■ perbape the oldeat ln the world; the moat 

prlmltlTe aociet7 wa■ held together b7 law. Io aooial 

organisation oan endure an hour it it la not 4oalnate4 an4 
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oontrolle4 b7 certain definite lan of conduct in human 

relationship. C1Til1sat1on la the effort of men to 4eTelop 

their lndiTidualitiea through social experience, but inaamuc~ 

a■ no man oan be tree at the expenae of his neighbor. it 

behOOT88 a man who ·••kB to deYelop h1J18elt to delimit hill

••lf in a wa7, to circumacrlbe hie lite, ao that he will not 

■tep on the aphere and the rights of hie neighbor. llow thia 

eelf-delialtation ia what•• oall law, and no aociet7 0&11 

. 
endure which 1■ not baaed on law. !he ancients recognl •d th• 

taot and called law d1Y1ne. On that ••al upon which the 

code of BNNIPrabl waa diacoTered in Bab7lon ia pioture4 the 

BUD god Shamaah handing down the code of la•• to ~MUIQTabl-

the source of the law ia 41Tine. And Koaea, 7ou will recall, 

receiTed the law from God. In tact, the first lawyers of 

mankind were the prieata. It was a rellgioua profeaeion, 

ao important did aociet7 regard it. And if the legal pro

fession haa a noble tradition and waa important in ancient 

4aya, it ia even, in a aenae, more important toda7. But 

don't you eee, under an autoorallo system of government ■uoh 

aa the people■ of antiqult7 11Ted under, the king, the t7?"ant. 

the autoorat, would declare the law, the people would obe7 it • 
. 

!he law 111&7 haTe been goo4, the law~ haTe been ba4, but 

there was a quality of durabillt7 about the law, a oolllplllaion 

about it; it u:aote4 obe41ence and reTerence; la•-~•• re■peot,4 • 

Todq people aake their owa lan; todq 1n a 

4eaoorac7 people are their own law-•k•r•. and thereto:rethelr 

own law-breaker■ . .. are the apeedle■t law-maker■ and the 

_,_ 
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■peedieet law-breaker■ in the worl4. We make lan Teey 

often out of impatience. Tery often 4riTen b7 paaaiona,e 

appeal of 4eaagogue■ ; we make lan quiokl7, thoughtlesal7, 

to eolTe a pres ing problem, and then we make other lawa to 

repeal thoae lan because the7 did not eolTe that pressing 

problea. An4 moat of our legislators are la117er■• The 

character of our legi■latore has changed tremendousl7 in the 

laet few generatiou. The parliament■ of Burope a genera-

tioD or two ago were not made up of la117er■ ; the7 were made 

up of the nobilit7, the7 were made up of the merchant claae, 

the7 were made up of the clerical class. Tod&.7 our a■eaablie■ 

and our legislature■ and our congreaa are ovenrhelmingl7 

composed of lawyer■. So that it le the most vital thing, to 

the veq life of the atate, to ■ea hat the character and the 

quality of the legal profession r emain auperlat1Te. 

Again, in our eociet7 to4a7 there are great 

and powerful industrial organ1sationa whioh Tery often wiah 

to dictate legielation or to thwart legielation or to 4efeat 

Justice in the courts of our land, and they oan reward the 

ekilful and the unacrupulou■ la117era with such fabuloue weal th 

that it takes strength of character to reeiet 8Uoh temptationa. 

And mBD7, m&n7 lawyers ill our lan4 haTe, unfortuna tel7, not 

reaiate4 auch temptatiou. There are thoae who haTe pro■-

t1tute4 in their profession; there are tboae who haTe hire4 

the■aelTe■ out; there are tboN who haTe 4efende4 llliqv.lt7; 

there are thoae ho haTe made it poaaible for the rich oulprlt 

to ■ta7 out of the pellltentla17 and tor the hone■t maa to •tat. 
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out of politics. 

!he old taunt of Bacon is etill true todq. 

Baoon said lawa ar like cobweba--the Bnl&ll files are caugb,. 

the great fiiea break through. And to this Ter7 day that 1■ 

true. !here are minister• who have sold their birthright 

for a pottage of lentil&; there are ministers ho haYe 

quenched the prophe&ic fires in their souls, ho epeak ■enilt 

and with bated breath for fear of offending those who are in 

the seat■ of the mighty; there are ministers who trim an4 

cackle and straddle, who follow--follow popular fada an4 

popular notion■, popular prejudicea,--follow instead of 

leading; there are ministers who nrefer comfort to the 

dolorous road and the crown of thorns which any leader of men 

muat welcome; there are inlet re o have desecrated the 

sacred fires upon the high alta e o God. Thereare 

ph7eiciane who have not 11Yed up to the full mission, the 

magnificence of their profession; there are physician■ who 

are gifted with superior endowments who are able to 4o fine 

research work in the laboratoey and perchance grasp a boon 

and a benediction for mankind, but who prefer the quick 

return■ and the fleshpots of a successful pratltioner. 

!here are teachers in the richly endowe4 

colleges and universities of our land who refr in from 

speaking the word of light and leading, the word of protea,, 

th word of gu.14ance--the en.kindling and the infiaming worl, 

becauee of fear or becauae out of love of peace and comfort. 
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Suoh men cheapen the aaore4 profeaeiona in 

the eye■ of the worl4, and they do irreparable harm to their 

fellowmen. their fellow-worker■ ln thoee profeaelone, and to 

eociet7 at large. The7 do not fulfill their life's prlma17 

taek; they do not realise themeelTe■ :tull7 and completel7 in 

their profession; their 11Te■ become thwartel and etulte4 

and ugl7 and mutilated aa a result of their following 

strange fire■• 

arti■t. 

I ahould like to ea7 a word of my fr1en4, the 

!he great diatlnotlon between 1lJ7 friend, the pro-

feaaional man. and tQ' friend, the artl■t, la thie: that while 

the profeaelonal man ma7 sell knowledge. the artist oan onl.7 

sell himself. The oontrlbutlon of the artist ha■ DO 

utilitarian T&lue wbataoeyer. He doea not heal, he doe■ not 

win oaae■ , he doe• not inetruot, and hie atook-ln-trade, 

hie paint and oanTa■, hie atone and ohiael, hla pen an4 

paper, hie bow and atrlng, me.7 be bought for a few pence and 

eold for a few nenoe. It le the man, entirely the man who 

makes the art, and therefore the artlat la perhapa neareet 

to our conception of a creator, for he eTolTea his glfta out 

of hlmeelf. tJDlike the profeealonal man, an artlet le born, 

not made. Hie. teohDlque may be improTel. Stud7 oannot mak• 

an artiet. ADI, unlike the professional man, the artl■t, I 

Tenture to ea:,. need not be warned about oaaamerolalisizag hi■ 

art, for no true artiet think■ of doing it. 

!he real artlet oreate■ beoauee 1D hill there 

1■ a fiaaiDg fire, an 1rre■1■t1ble pa■slon to onate. B• lo ■ 
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not.create to plea•• and he doee not create to aell hia 

creation; he does not oreate to please himself; he 1a a 

channel through which aome unknown but oTerwbelaing diTine 

force pour■; he must sing beoauae the aong ia in hie heart. 

and he must chisel that hard block of stone because there i■ 

a driTing impulse in every fiber of his being to chiael that 

atone. so that he may get frm it some image budding forth 

some dlTine beauty and B11blimit7. 

'lb.ere are ID8D7 sham artiata who sell not 

tbem■elTe■• who giTe not them■elvea, bu, giTe the self whioh 

■ooiet7 wants them to giTe. or m&Jll' selTea which aociet7 
' 

wants them to giTe. They are the people wbo write the 

popular books and the popular muaio; the7 are the people who I 

write your popular poetrJ' and who paint 7our popular pioturea1; 

the7 are the people who gather in the shekel■ in the world. 

But the real artiat oannot give ~thing but himself; the 

sham artist will dissemble; he will give a hundred aelve■• 

but be remaina a ) dauber and a fiddler and a scribe and a 

olown--but not an artist. 

The aham artiat ma7 even assume air■ to giTe 

the lmpreaaion that he ia real and th~t he speaks of l~••• 

realitiea; he may eTen adopt a stock-in-trade and &hook 

realism with a ■hocking aalaoiouaneaa in order to delude 

people to think that he ia real. But he 1 a a ahem. !he real! 

artlat apeaka himael~. !he beauty and the glor7 that are in 

bl■• whatever hla st7le.--ola■alo. romantlo, reali■ito, 

illprt■eiolll■tie,--lt la the maa who ■peak■ • ancl there 1■ DO 

-10-



• 

• 

• 

gall• and no deceit and no pandering and no catering in 

his work; and the arti■t ha■ perhapa the highest mi■eion to 

perform 1D life • He ma7 not be coneoioua of performing arq 

aiesion; the great artiat ■eldom ia conacioua of the ultimate 

nlue or the ultimate aerTice of hi■ art; but if an artiat' ■ 

eathetio Judgment■ rise from the Te17 depth■ of peraonalit7, 

then the7 are aleo at the aame time ethical Judgment■, the7 

are aleo at the eame time serving aociet7. 

Art la a human creation in response to a 

bnljan need; art ia a human experience. an expression of some 
' 

inner urge, of some inner propulsion. There may be an 

element of play in art; there ma7 be an element of diTer

eion in art, but aa far aa a man 0&11 think back in the 

history of the world, mankind s~ and mankind danced an4 

mankin4 painted and mankind sought to expreae themaelve■ 1D 

line and fora and motion and ma■a,--same inner bung•r of the 

human aoul. And ao art la a eooial need. Juat aa 

■oience must explain life and industry must auetaiD life 

and medicine must protect life. Art has a diT1ne function 

and• 4iT1ne mission, however unconaoiou• 1n life. Artie 

autonomoua onl7 a■ regard■ lta techniq11e. the rulea of it■ 

own art; but it ia not autonomous aa regards life it ■elf, 

becauae it ia part of life, beoau■e it is caught up in the 

indiTialbl• unit7 of life; it 1 ■ either real and ■erf'e■ 

life. or it ia unreal and therefore 1u1noere. immoral anl 

a 4eYe■tat1on 1B aocial life. 

•o•, what 1■ th• mleeion of ant I epeaJc 

-11-
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not now of the point of vi•• of en arti■t; I apeak now frOII 

the point ?f view of a rellgioua mua and a aooial ■erYant. 

What is the mission of art in life? - for all thinga must h&Ye . 

a mission. all thlnga must haTe a function ia life if the7 

are of &!J7 worth or•~ realit7. Wh7 • I take lt that the 

miesltn of art is to aava mankind fro■ chao■ and fro■ ugli

ness and to rehabilitate man according to the higher pattern■ 
• 

of order and beauty; I take it that the mission of art ia to 

make vialble to man the real in the aeeming, the eternal in 

the nux. the glor7 in the drab an4 in the 1111rk; I take it 

that it la the divine mieelon of art to teach men how to eee 
' 

more clearl7 and more profoundl7 through things. into the 

very heart of thinge--to aee the graoe of line, the charm of 

movement, the mystery of color, to u nderatand the meaning of 

aound, and to appreciate in a l a r e r sense the whole burden 

and grandeur ln the terrible trageq of life. 

The mission of ari.fden4&.la to aenaitlse the . 
human soul, to find meaning and correlatioa, pattern an4 

design in this conglomeration of thing■, color~ ■lghta and 

sounds of physical phenomena. 

rt, then. in lta highest form, le a uD1f7lng, 

interpretative. splritualizing force 1n aociet7. And bleaae4 

ie tbe man whoee life God baa touche4; bleeaed le the man in 

whoae eoul the dlTine aeal has been placed; who oan g1Ye to 

mankind its song. lta color, ita 11111elc. lte grace, ita beat7. 

e have too few of them in our eooiet7 tocla7; 

pemapa becauee we are not JR wortb7 of the■. But the7 will 
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