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In our U■oaaaioa of the nbjeot, "What Can• 

Kodera llaJl BelieTe," it la of lntereet to obeerYe at the oat

••t that IIBJl fro■ the Ter7 lawn of hie rational life wa■ 

ourloue about the unlTerN in whloh he found hlaaelf. Be 

peraiatentl7 tried to unc!er■tand it. Kan from earlle■t till•• 

waa not content merel7 with ob■ening the p)Q-elcal world 

about hi■; he wae not content with the knowledge of whlch 

hie f1Te eenae■ appri■ed hill; he attempted in all age■ to get. 

•• it were, into the veq heart of thing■, to un4eratan4 the 

whole plan and purpo■e of the univer■e. 

I u■• the wor4 "curiou■. • and 7et 1 t waa not 

14le ourloait7 which proapte4 aaa in the■• apeculatlona. It 

wae a need, a 4e■perate neoesalt7 of hie life--the kin4 of a 

need which the mariner e~erienoea on the hlgh ■ea, tbe need 

of a ooapa■a and a chart. in order to e■oape ahlpwreok. Maa 

found himself in thi■ nux of life amldat the■• turbulent 

■oTement■ of the uniTer■e--th• reTolTlDg ■eaaou, 4q an4 

night, ■tar■ and planet■, growth and deoa7, lite an4 death, 

jo7 an4 aorrow--oaught up, u it were ln a Teritable yorlez 

of being, change, ■oTement; aD4 he had to un4eratand the plan 

and m1rpoae of it all 1D or4er to apeoialim hie own life, in 

order to guide hlm■elf lntelllg•ntl7 through hla world. Renae 

■olenoe, which la man'• effort to un4er■tu4 the uture an4 

the tanotion of pheno•na; heno• phllo■opJq and religion, wlllola 

are man'• effort■ to un4er■tan4 the meaning &114 the p11rpo■e 

baok of theH pqelo 1M-• AD4 ■olenoe an4 rellgloa -~ 

... 
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are not therefore two dlatinot and oontradiotor7 effort• of 

the human mini; the7 are one--one roa4 which bl:turoate■ 0Dl7 

to meet again. one effort embracing the two aide■ of the 

one problem • 

So great wa■ man'a need for a coaprehena1Te 

graep of the uniTerae that he went in eTe17 age far 'be,70114 

the knowable and· the ascertainable and oomtruote4 e7ate■■ of 

thought •. wi 1hout waiting upon the actual data which life cml4 

give hill. He could not wait. Where he did not mow he 

poatulate4; where he could not diaoover the fact■ qulokl.7 

enough he pro.jected a wiah that~aota might be ao. Inother 

word■, upon the apex ofj few kno1111 fact■ he built 8D iDTertell_/ 

pyramid of ayetema of thought becauae hie life demanded that 

sort of thing . He aban4one4 all the aucceaa1Te a7at ... of 

thought ae hie knowledge lncrea 4 ancl new truth beoame mown 

to him. But the building of 1nTerte4 pJTamida ie oontlming 

to this dq. Kan toda7. in acienoe ancl philoaopb7 ancl 

religion la postulating where he cannot mow. ancl le pro

jecting wiah-worl4■ to llTe la. 

Bow thla groping wq to truth i■ at onoe an 

eTidenoe of man'a hmaanit7 and of man' ■ 41Tln1t7. It 1■ a 

. oollfeesioa. 1n the first plaoe. of man'• t1n1teu■■ ancl ot 

the lnooapleteneee of hi■ knowledge. Be mon little; anl 

at the aiame time it 1• an indez to something T•'r7 akin to 

41T11lit7 ln hlll--the a■piration■ to mow ■ore and to be more. 

It la thl■ quallt7 to mow ■ore and to be more which dla

tlngulahe■ Jl&Jl from the bea■t and make■ man Ju■t a little 
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lower than .the angel•, a■ the Pealaiat would expreaa it. 

lhat •• mow ia TerT meager. and relatiTe to oar inadequate 

agenciea of cog11itioa. and pre4eterm1ned b7 the organisation 

of oar brain. What •• mow la meager; what .. are llkel7 to 

mow will probabl7 alao be •all 1n coaparleoa with that •hie• 

oan be knoldl. But what •• wiah to mow, what we aspire to 

mow, what .. ■weated and agonised to mo•,--that la the 

41Yinenea■• that la the li■itlesa, that is the o•own aa4 th• 

heral4r)" of h11man lite. 

Our unrealisable 4reaaa are endleaa quest■. 

'!he goodness which•• oan perform is small, limited b7 our 

human abilitiea. The juatice which we ~an eatabliah, the 

truth which we can ma~e manlfeat, the beaut7 which we oan 

expreaa,--theae things are little because of the innate 

defioienciea of our 11Yea. But the7 are amall olll.7 in 

realisation; in execution the7 are bigger; but 1D our desire• 

tbe7 are infinite; in our paaelonate deair••• our craYing■, 

our longing■.•• oyerleap the plQ'aical barrier■ of our life 

and we riae to the Yeq height& of the infinite. It ia iD 

these aspirations of man that he finds hla contact with 

DlY1Dit7. hie acceaa to Go4. 

So that when we speak of a man'• belief■ w 

are approaching the hlgheat lenl• of hla lit•, the oli■■z ot 

hi■ being, and we ought not, therefore, to speak of a man' ■ 

belief■ apologetlcall.7, a■ though the7 were a conteaaioa of 

•••kn•••• •• ahoul.4 not, of oourH, len4 ouraelTe■ to tha, 

popular notloD entertained b7 the half learnel--that the 

-a-

L-



• 

• 

■olentiat mow■ that the ignorant man belieTe■• !he 

■cientiat doe■ not know. 'fhe aolentiat does not mow a 

fraction of a fraction of the knowable faota of the uniTer■e. 

and the man who 1■ accounted ignorant 111&7. 1D his inatinotlTe 

groping. in hla intultlona. touch something which le profound-

17 true. ~he greateet eoientiata of the human raoe haYe 

neTer clalme4 that the7 haTe found the anewera to the problem■ 
' 

of human _life or of exietenoe; the greateet ■olentieta haYe 

DeTer claimed to baTe diacovered the aolutione to the problema 

which haTe perturbed and perplexed the ■ind of man ainoe the 

beginning of hie rational life--the problem of the one an4 

the ma117. of being and of beoomingi the proble■ of oreatloD 
' 

and the problem of the origin of life.- the proble■ of the 

origin of conaciou■ne■■ . !he great aoientiata haTe never 

claimed to h&Te plllllbed the very depth■ of human peraonallt7 

and the bu118D will. !he7 haTe obHne4 phenoaena, 

the7 have ■tudiecl the world about the■• the7 haTe oolleote4 

4ata. they _haTe organised and claaeified. the7 haYe diaooTerei 

certain rule• which ■ee■ingl7 are conatant ancl whloh we call 

the lan of nature. But baok of theH pheno•na the ■ouroe. 

the purpo■e. the en4.--th~t no aolenti■t baa la14 bare. 

It le onl.7 thoae who interpret nbJeotiTel.7 

the finding■ of the ■oientiat. lt ia 0D17 those who bulll 

p7%'&1114■ upon the apex of ~h• ■olentiflo faot■ 41■ooTere4 

wllo are ■ometlmea tempted to generalise an4 •&7 ■olenoe proTe■ 

that th.• worl4 la a blind aechanla an4 that .... lib \he 

bea■t. 1■ a aeohanloal autoaatoa. and that there 1■ no ■plrlt 
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rallilg and ooatrolling the worll. But no eoientiat wortlq 

of the name ha■ eTer made noh unwarrante4, ■oientifioall7 

unwarrantel aa■ertiona. !her• 1 ■ nothing 1D the aoClllallatel 

knowledge of ■oienoe whioh ooapel■ a aodera maa to mrrender 

hie bellef■--aoth1ng. Be mq haTe to 111rrender ao■e of hi■ 
. 

belief• whloh are not eesential belief■. !here are certain 

belief■ which rea~l7 have nothing to do with the nature of 

r~ligion but which are aiapl7 the antiquated aclentlfio 

notiona of the paat which a modern man in deference to the 

newly discoTered truth muat nrrender, and aboald b7 right 

nrrender. Botiona mch aa the creation of the world in 

■ix 4a7e, the creation of man out of 4D ■t and of woman out 

of the rib of man, and notion about a p)qeical heaTeD an4 

a ph7aioal hell aboTe the earth and below the earth; the 

notion of ph7aioal renrreot1o; the notion■ of literal 

inepiration and ildallibilit7 of a book, or the aobal . 
4iTin1t7 of a ■an; the notion of miracle■ and oaeu. an4 all . 
the•• pae~4o-■o1entifio aotione of ancient maa,--the■• thing■ 

a modern man muat surrender, should eurrender. 

!he funclamentaliat who 4oea not surrender 

the■e thinge 1■ not. on that account, more a religioniat; he 

la almpl7 leaa a aoienti■t. !he ~nl.amentali■t prefer■ the 

■olence of the Semite ■ and the character■ of three thouan4 

7ear■ ago to the ■cience of the twentieth century; he prefer■ 

the kindergarten atage to the reaearoh laborato17 of the 

lmman uniTerait7. !hat's all. !be modern un 1n aurren4er1Dg 

the■• belief■ ■urrender■ nothing which la Tital to hi■ life 
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either rational or it ia not. If. it 1■ not rational then 

it ia foll.7 to t17 to discover in lt lan ooutant • . operative 

at all time■ .--1••• Which lmpl.7 ra~i~nallt7 and which there-

fore impl7 a rational ■1n4. The uniYer■e ie either the 

renlt of accident or the reault of plan. I'f it la the 

renlt of accident, th Dhow oan we account for the order. 

the balance, the B11,011et17, the diec1pl1ne. the organisation, 

the oon.atanc7 11hioh are eY14enced ln ten thouaand fora■ all 

about ua, ten thouaan4 expreesiona all about u■? 

What is accident? fhe Ter7 idea of accident 

lmplie■ a preordained plan fro■ which the accident 1■ a de-

parture. If the univerae la built according to plan, then 

there muat bee planner--aomeone who planned it. If the 

world is organized upon, aa it re, the blue-print■, 

following definite lan which the soientiat aeemed to dia

cover, then theae blue-prints•~• the creation, nmat be, of 

aome llaater Architect who conceived it all. 

!here have been thoae Who have tried to 

explain eYerything in the world on the baaia of matter an4 

enerc,. We oall them the materialist■. !he mind la but 
' 

another fora of matter; life la but another menifestatioD of 

aatter. And 7et •• aak: what 1■ matter? A~d tbe7 will tell 

7oa that matter ma7 be reduced to oertaia primal. partial•■--

th• electron. And what are eleotrouT 

la energ but another name for ••••thing whioh 1 ■ vnmon bllt 

real, aomethlng real but lndefl11&ble. Agala, how 4o •• pa■■ 
' 

fro■ matter, aa the materlall■t conoelYe■ it, to mln4T How 

_,_ 

\ 

0 

' : 
I 

' 

' 



• 

4o •• paaa from aenaeleaa matter and blind enero to oon-

■olouaneaa and lifeT How oan a thing which baa neither 

peraonalit7 nor will nor me■o17 oreate that which baa 
• pereonalit7 and will and memol7! le lt not ■ore reaaonable. 

eTen on the baaie of aoientlflo reasoning. to poatulate that 

the whole of the uniTerae i■ mln4 and spirit and that ·a11 

which exl■t■• ant■■te and inanimate. organlo and lnorganio, 

are forms an4 expreaalona, each after lta kind. of that all

perTadlJ18 llin4. which la Go4f 

Sclenoe haa not dethroned dlT1Dit7. It ■eeu 

that the hypotheela of a oreatlTe intelligence le the onl7 

)qpotheai■ which is llkel7 to aocount for the fact■ of 

exlatenee. !hat la the first thing a modern man oan belieye 

ln--ln God; ln an all-powerful an4 all-gooa In~elllgenae out j 

of which all thing■ are formed. lilto which all thing■ return; 

an Intelllgenoe whioh touohe■ and direct■ and control■ the 

uni Yer••• 

And the second fai,h of a modern man which he 

need not surrender. should not surrender. le the faith that 

man la in relation to this unlTeraal mind; that man la klD; 

that IIUl aharee part of that ■1D4, part of that lntelleot. 

D1T1Dlt7 flow into the life of man •• a great rlTer now■ 

into a narrow ohannel--oontlnel. llm1te4, but the water■ are 

■till of the Taat. endleea reach•• be7on4. .And aaa toaoh•• 

41Tln1t7 through hi■ ■ind-effort■ and hla ■oul-effon■• V 

!hrollgh the hlghe■t reaohlDg■ of hie being IIIUl touoh•• 

liTlnlt7. 

-a-



• 

• 

• 

faith that 

An4 the third. tai th ot the ao4ern MD l■ th• 

1■ fr••• llaD l■ not olq worke4 •po• 'b7 

external toro ■ am oon41t1ona. 

u arti■t: man l■ a on tor; 

llanl not pa■ in;-.. l■ 

• ln a DN, i■ a taalcmer 

of hl■ own 4e■t~. !o cl•~ 1111■ l■ to 4•111' the reallt7 of 

Jl•Mn progr••• an4 of clTlllsatlon 1n general. !he ton•• ot 

the worlcl ar the ■elf- • fora•• which •rroun4e4 

thou■ana 7eara ago. tlft7 \ho11■an4 7ear■ ago; aa4 flf'7 

tho11■en4 7 ar■ ago m •• a 'bra\e 111 the .11lncl•. aacl tot.Q 

u 1■ a Slaau■p are &114 a Darwla and a wtoa ancl a BHthOTe ' 

Jlaa • • aot oontent to be woru 11poa 'b7 the toroe■ of natan 

•• willecl to 0011trol tJl ; 11• wllle4 to cllfJ' hi■ eJITlroa-

nt to Nne hi ••• an4 th 

an4 free4o ao to clo; an4 he 414 lt • 

.. ...... haYe aa14 that man 1 4'U•t an auto ton; 

,___ 

he react■ ln tinot1Tel.7 to external ■tlllllll; be70D4 that he V 
1■ nothing. And 7et there la no aoienti:tlo warrant for Uaat 

■tatement at all. In~ 1na'8noe■ m doe reaot 111-

■tlnotiTel.7 to hie enTiroment; la mu17 in■tano•• m l■ the 
I 

■l Ye of tore•• wlllall he oennot oonrol. b1lt 1a ••• l knee• 

eq11all7 •• ••~, m ~• ma■ter of hl■ own 4e■t1.JV. Be l■ par 

et rao• 

reaotlou of the r ••• 

allt7. Ul4 hl■ tloa■ 

.. 

7e\ Ile 1■ ea b41Tlc111al, a per■--

hl■ ieol■lou •••ot N la eTer, 

OallCI~• reaotlou of tJla 

• 
ezperl• •• l• 
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poeeibllit7 of choio• of the will--and that make■ hi• fr••• 
. 

And beoau■e he la free he la reapone1ble. and beoauee he 1■ 

responsible he le rewarded ana pun1ahed for hie aote--not 

alway■ aa •• would like to have hia rewarded an4 punlehed; 

not alway• in a phyaioal aenae; not alwaya a■ an lnd1T14ual. 

but in life there le comnmnlt7 reaponalbilit7 and indlTldual 

re ■pona1b111t7; there la c01DD111nit7 happineaa and there ia 
' 

0011U1111nlt7 aufferlng. for a h11Dl&D pereonallt7 i■ a ■oclal 

product. a o01Bunit7 procblot. 

Qood lead■ to gool and eTll leacl■ to eTll. 

It the law of oaueation meana an;rthing it meana :atet that 1D 

the ■oral worll; and that which le good la the life of ■aa. 

and hie goo4 aota and hie ~od dee4■• will reault ln goo4 

either to himself or hie full.7 or hi■ ooamD1t7 or to aan

kln4. either· now or ultlaatel7; bUt the ralllll ta of good are 

good and the reaulte of enl are eTll. 

Kan la free--free not to do &Jl7thlng he like■; 

nature baa been too k1n4 to him to permit him that--free . 

within the llmlta of the moral law. Kan ie free to 4eTelop 

hlmeelf; man le free to make aotual. that Whloh i■ potential 
I 

in hill; man la :tree to follow bl■ deetl~, free to ■eek Go4. 

!hat la what free4oa meana; all elae la lioenae. llaJl 18 

:fire• to concentrate hle mini aD4 hla will ~pon a p11rpo■• an4 

to••• that purpo■e through without leTiatlDg fro■ it beoau■e 

of obanoe pu■ion■ aD4 ohanoe ~- Be la fr•• to follow 

hi■ lalgheat ptrpo■••• ancl that 1■ tree4oa ill th• tne■I ••ue 

• 
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!o 81la up. then. a ■o4ern man oan belieTe ·1n 

Goa. in hla oomra4ellh1p with Gol. 1D hie freedom to grow and 

levelop. A modern man 1• free to believe in the real1t7 of 

the ep1r1t an4 in the realit7 of the spiritual. and the ·value 

of ideal and the nobility of striving. in the certaint7 of 

moral law. He la even free. if so he will■• to believe in 

lnnnortallt7; 'for lf the world at•engthene hie spirit. if all 

that le has ita highe■t expl'8as1on in the spiritual. then the 

spiritual ia lndeatruotlble. for even the ph7aloal 1■ in-

4e■traot1ble. 

In a uniTeree conceived to be the dwelling 

place of the Infinite Spirit there la no room for death--olll.7 

for change. for tranaformatloa--aot for death. There le no 

cleath, liTerythiDg live■, ever,:thlng move■ on the atreaa of 

the eternal vital ener17. whiab le Goel. We mq not know the 

ooD4it1on■ of our iJJ111ortalit7; we mq not know the atate 1n 

whloh our eplrit 41aembo41e4 11Te■• but w ~ bel1eve--an4 

nothing in aoleno• contradiota the bellef--that our ego, our 

personality that la in ua, which 1■ part of thl■ All-Kind of 

the unlverae,--that remaina. that abide■ through all the 

fiuotuation■ of time and plaoe and all the change■ which our 

mortal boq will paaa through. 

So that in thle age of aoientlflo truth ant 

d1acovery the modern man oan etlll take into hi■ eoul the 

great beliefs which have helped m&Dkin4 aoro■a the inm■•rabl• 

ob■tacle■ on it■ har4 pllgr!■•g• to happlne••• 1a1thl !hat 

1■ what make■ life po•l'ble. hl~--that la llhat make■ 

-11-
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progre•• poaa1ble. laith--that ia what g1Te■ a num a ••n• 

ot at-hoaeneaa with th• worl4 and a ••n• of worthwhilenea■ 

in life, &D4 a aen■e of peaoe conoernlng hie ultimate 4e■ti~ • 

The Rabbi■ aq, "God g&Te to Ko■e■ 618 

ooman4menta Which were the expre■siou of religiou■ life. 

DaT14 oame and he reduoe4 the 61.3 ooamandmenta to 13"--founl 

in that great p■alm, Paalm 15--"Lord, wbo shall dwell in th.7 

dwelli.Dgplace!" ne prophet Ieaiah came and reduced them 

still further, and then llicah came and reduced them tothree. 

"!hou hast been told, 0 man, what is good and what the law 

doth require of thee, for do Justice, love 11erc7, and to alk 

humbly with thy Go4." 

And then the prophet Habakkuk came and reduoe4 

the whole of religion and •--•- d it all in one dootrine ~ 

"!he true man, the righteous man shall live b7 his faith." 

And Amoa came and reste.te4 the aame faith: "Seale me an4 live." 

!he quest of Go4--fa1tll1 'lbat la the 

destiny of human life. 

--o--




