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America 1■ to4q a Para41•• of criminal■• 

!here are more criminals in the United State■ and there are 

more crimes committed in the United States than•~ other 

countr7 in the worl4; and Amerio& is the aafeat place for 

criminal■. I need not burden 7ou this morning with 

atatiatica, but auffice it to say that last year 10,000 people 

were murdere4 in the United State■; BUffice it to sa7 that 

last year 300,000 robberiea, burglariea and holdup■ were 

recorded in the United States. It bas been estimated that 

there are 135,000 1111r4erera at libert7 in the United States, 

and some 350,000 men and women who make a liT1ng b7 crime. 

!hat miaber of 350,000 does not, of course, include the boot

legger• and the gamblers and the tax dodger■• These are juat 

the criminal& that are not respectable. 

!he cit7 of Chicago ~o-■ta one murder a dq. 

Her record ia higher than that of the entire Dominion of 

Canacla--one murder a da7J And in Chicago gangatera are 

buried, as you know, in silver coffin■ and ten thousand people 

or more attend their funeral. It ia a great ciTio holida7, 

as it were. It baa been estimated that the American people 

are annually defrauded of some t•~ billions of dollars--not b7 

acts of Tiolence, remember, but Juat by acta of fraud, b7 wild

cat speculation, b7 fake mining and oil coapanie■ and similar 

enterprise■. And ori■e la on the increase, and appallingl7 

ao. A committee appointed b)' the American Bar Aaaooiation 
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reported that crime and lawleaaneas in the United Stat•• 

have been eteadil7 on the increa■• and out of proportion to 

our growth, and there baa been a eteaq and growing diereapect 

for law . 

Io• the figures which I have ~uat quoted are 

in themaelvea terrif7ing, but tbe7 are even more terrif7ing 

when one atopa to think of their implication■. The7 ■peak 

umai■takabl7 about a break-down in the moral tone and temper 

of our national life; the7 bespeak a weakening of moral fiber; 

the7 bespeak a spiritual decadence in our land; they tell ua 

that every institution charged with the training of ethical 

oitisena, every institution charged with the protection of 

life and propert7, ha• broken down. !heae in■titutiona--

the home, the church and the achool--goTernment itsel~--atand 

conTicte4 of dereliction in the performance of their primar7 

duti•• in the face of thia appalling regiater of crime an4 

lawlesaneaa. ~or remember that crime in the Unitel Stat•• 1■ 

not limite4 to acts of Tiolence, nor to•~ one aection of the 

co111111nit7. !he ugl7 trail of lawlea■n••• one mq traoe in 

eTer7 claaa of society from the highest to the loweat, fro■ 

the richeet to the poorest, from the moat educated to the moat 

ignorant. Bo ■ection baa a monopol7 on crime. 

ho 7eare ago or more we were humiliated, the 

American people wae hurailiate4 at the apectaele of reeking 

eorruption in govennent which engalfe4 cabinet ■inietera, the 

attome7-general, public officials, prominent cit1sena,-

corruption of the worat kinl, corruption which went right to 
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the heart of our national life; pgblio neoe■aitie1, publio 

resouro••• were handel over to •rauder1 and exploiter• beoau■• 

of bribe. And 7et ao cumbersome 18 our maohine17 of juetioe 

and ao indifferent doe■ our people become after the firat 

flur17 of excitement that now, more than two 7eare after the 

commission of th••• crime,, not one of the■• guilt7 oulprit■ 

la behind bar■ and not likel7 to be. Rich people are not to 

be ' found in the prison■ of the United State ■. Influential 

people need never atone for their sine in the penitentiarie■ 

of our land. How 111&Jl1' war profiteer■ are toa.,- behinl bar■T 

Bone. But we kept oonacienti011■ objector■ rotting in our 

jail■, and we kept so-oalle4 "red•~ a■ we are still keeping 

the■, rotting in our jail1. Lawleaaneaa 18 not to be looked 

upon aa the monopol7 of a117 clasa or &Ill' group of our citisen8 • 

!ake the prohibition aoandal. Railroa4■, 

goTernment agents, public officials, rich men, poor men, 

miniater■, so-called reverend■, have all been caught up in 

thia aaasing ti4al nTe of lawlea■nea■ which•• call boot-

legging. !he little fellows, moatl7 foreigner■, are caught 

an4 aentence4 to aalve the conacienoe of the oo~D1t7. !he 

big fellow■, with big lawyer■ and big "pull" are aeldoa oaught, 

and if apprehen4e4 ■eldoa are puniahe4. 

Bow it ia not.., intention thia morning to 

diaoua1 the merit■ or de■erita of the prohibition law or the 

Volateal aot. It 1■ not Jt7 deaire either to approTe the■ or 

con4ellll th•• beoau ■e that i ■ entirel7 beaide the point. Ken 

u7 asr•• that prohibition i■ the moat ■al•ta17 law Whioh baa 

I 
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been enaote4 upon our atatute boot■ in a generation; other• 

•7 think that it ia a atupendoua mi■tau, that it ia a 

failure, that it ia not produotiTe of the gool whiah waa 

bespoken for it, that it ia 1noperat1Te, that it produce■ ■ore 
, 

eTil than goo4. ill that i■ beside the point. !he point 1• 

that the people of the Unite& State■, through legal methol■, 

long e■tabliahed method■, have enactel a law which the7 put 

into the funlamental law of the lanl, ezactl7 in the aame ••1' 

aa the7 put in the amenlment aboli1hing alaTe17 or granting 

the auffrage to the womanb,iod of Amerio&, and that law 1■ 

there b7 the will of the people; it ia there and it cannot be 

Tiolate4 without cheapening reapeot for all law anl all 

authorit7. It can be repealed through regularl7 preordaine4 

11ethoda, but it cannot be Tiolated without cutting to the 

Tery heart of law. A oitisen cannotbe aeleotiTe aa regard■ 

the laws he need obe7 and the laws he need not obe7. !hat 

leads ineTitabl7 to anarch7. J.nd the American people aa 

regar4a the prohibition la• are a people of law-breaker■. 

!ake the income tu. !'he Houae baa ~•t 

repealel the publicit7 olauae in the inoCIDe tu law. Here

after the government need not publiah the income tax•• pail 

b7 the citisena of the United State■• I woncler •h7. I woncler 

what waa responsible for that great outo17 when th••• liat■ 

were firat publiehel. I won4er What 1■ reaponaible for that 

.tre11en4011a preaBUre that was brought to bear upon Congre■■ to 

repeal that law. h hone■t mania not afraid to haye hi• 

tax•• pul,liahel; an honeat man i·a not afrail to haTe hi■ 
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oontribution to a CoJ11111Unity Pund announced. It is the man 

who haa not done hia dut7 who doea not want hia contribution 

publiahed . I wonder whether it••• not a caae of an attack 

of conscience which the whole American people experienced when 

these lists were published; and I wonder whether it was not a 

deaire not to be ao attacked again in the future that the 

American people, with its cuatomary prudence, determined not 

to publish theae lists in the future. 

respectable element■ of America! 

What ia the cure-allT 

Lawleaanesa among the 

Clearl7 there is no 

one cure for crime and the spread of crime in our land; there 

is no M■tr1111; there is no oatholicon. Clearly a frenzie4 

cruaa4• will not aolTe the proble■a, t~e kind of cru■adea in 

which•• indulge from time to time when the situation become• 

too serious. !his ailment is a constitutional ailment ant 

no drastic cathartic oan sOlTe the problem; there must be an 

oTerhauling all along the line. You will not decrease crime, 

for example, merely by making punishment of eriminala more 

severe. If the penalty is exoesaiTe you will diacover that 

juriea will hesitate to convict. You are not going to 4•-

crease crime merely b7 pampering the criminal by inoreae,ng 

the good efforts, the de ■irable effort ■ which haTe been made 

in the penitentiarie■ of -'merioa to rehabilitate criminal■. 

Some criminals can be rehabilitate& and aome cannot. Bor are . 

7ou going to aolTe the problem of crime ■imply b7 haTing local 

house-cleaning and b7 4r1Ting the criminal■ fro■ this co111111Ulit7 

into the next 00D11111Dit7. Criminal• are migrato17 and when it 
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become• too hot for them in one looalit7 the7 moTe into the 

next. ~he specific localit7 may, far a time being, be rid 

of the problem, but the nation ae a whole haa not been helped • 

The problem of crime, to my mind, to the mind 

of a l&J'ID8.Il who has not specialized on the subJeot, ia a 

national problem and should be approached from a DLtional 

Tiewpoint. !here ought to be the cloaeat kin4 of cooperation 

between stat•• in the matter of registering the recorda of 

each criminal and in the matter of following up his trail and 

hie whereabouts; there ought to be the cloeeat cooperation•• 

regarda setting atandarde of crime and punishment, aa regard■ 

aetting atancl.ar4a throughout the land of proeedure, aa regard■ 

facilitating criminal .1ustioe. 

I quote a great authorit7 when I aa7 that the 

whole administration of criminal justice in the Unite4 State■ 

needs reTamping. Chief Justice Taft not long ago declared 

that"the administration of criminal law in the United State ■ 

is- a disgrace to civilization. !he trial of a criminal seems 

like a game of chance with all the chance• in favor of the 

criminal, and if he eecapea he aeems to have ,tbe sympath.7 of 

a sporting public." 

!here are 160 1111rdera committed in the cit7 of 

Bew York to ten in the city of London; ■eTen _out of ten are 

hung in London, and onl7 one out of 160 are ■ent to tbe chair 

in the etate of Bew York. And .1uatioe in Bngland 1■ ■wift anl 

aure. It ia not ao much the ■everit7 of the penalt7 whioh 

■trike■ terror into the heart of the criminal but the ■Wiftne■a 
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of it and the sureness of it and the i11placabilit7 of justice. 

!hat, unfortunatel7, we haven't in the Unite4 Stat••· !he 

criminal haa a ten to one chance to escape punishment and he 

ia read.y to take that chance. He mows that there will be a 

long period of dela7 before he is broa.ght to trial; he knows 

that he will have perhaps a sentimental Ju17 to whoa a skill

ful and apt attorne7 Ja&7 make a sentimental and moving appeal; 

he :tnowa that if he is found gailt7 he can appeal again and 

win another dela7; he knon even if he is ultimatel7 found 

guilt7 and eent to prison that there are approachable boar4a 

of pardon and boards of parole, and even an approachable 

governor, that will get him out of the difficult7. And ao 

he take ■ the chance. 

• In a Chicago paper the other da7 I read thie 

• 

editorial: "!he Chicago police get a man who has committe4 

a crime. !be proaecutor ma7 beat the defense, which i ■ one 

of the hardeat thing• to do in thie conaunit7 if the criminal 

baa a!JT mone7. !he convicted man ma7 be aent to the penitent

ia17. '!he next thing the police know he ia back on the 

street■ with a gan in hie pocket, and the7 are in luck if 

their knowledge of thia doea not come when he atarta shooting. 

hecutive clemenc7 ia auppoaea to prevent in3llatice; the 

parole system euppoeea that a contrite pri•oner will r•aum• a 

haralea■ and even uaeful place in aociet7. hperience with 

the ■e theorie■ haa made them ironic. !be caae which finall.7 

clrew the attention of citisen■ charged with certain reapou

ibilitie• in tbe aclmini•tration of ju1tice wa■ that of Ira». 



• 

• 

Per17, a son of a man reputed to be wealth7. He pleaded 

pilt7 to murder; the police also have faetenel a long record 

of holdup■ OD hia. It waa discovered la■t week that the 

governor hal changed the sentence fro■ one of murder to one 

for manelaughter, and that the life convict waa out on parole 

after ■erving three year■. !he pardon and parole boarl 

aeema to have held another trial with only the defense heard, 

and to have decidel that the pri•oner was not guilty of the 

crime for which he was indicted, to which he pleaded guilt7, 

and for which he was sentence&. !he penitentiar7 aee■a to 

have no look■, and soon the doors will be lifted off their 

hinge■." 

Ia it aD7 wonder, then, that in tbia specific 

cit7 eix policemen are killed to ever7 murderer that ia bung? 

Bow wbo ie at fault? 11h7, ever7bo4t--lawyera, Judge■, 

pro■ecutor■, ,Uror■, public official■, tbe public it■elf. 

You know that we are prone to indulge in the denunciation of 

the _criminal laW7era who help these criminal■; we are temptel 

to pin all the blame on the■, and yet the7 are not to be 

blamed entirely, if at all. !he■e attorney• for the defen■e 

are there to defend the criminal and not to defend aociet7 or 

the social atandarda of ju■tice; the7 are there to help the 

criminal, and it 1• expecting the impossible of them that the7 

will think first of societ7 and onl7 aecondaril7 of their 

olient,--unle■• our aohool■ for the training of la1r7er■ oan 

turn out the 10~ recorl of morall7 perfeot apeo1me118, which 

1■ a thing quite iapo■■lble. 

-► 
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But it ia thoae agencie■ which the public oan 

control, fro• the pro■ecution, or rather fro■ the police · 

department clear up to the governor of the ■tate; tho•• 

agenciea which are within ita control, it ia there that the 

pu~lic can function, if it wiahe• to function, if it wiahea 

to decreaae crime; through an agenc7 such aa we have in 

Clevelan4,--tbe Cleveland Association for Criminal Justice, 

an alert and inquisitive bocl7 which ia conatantl7 aurTe7ing 

the crime situation and conatantl7 stuqing each and ever7 

specific case through a focalized attention. Such an agenc7 

of this kind is in po■i~ion to prod up sluggiah pro■ecutore; 

it ia in position to control politioall7-mindel Ju4iciaq; it 

1■ in position to terrif7, if need be, governor• who are 

carried awq b7 a7JBpath7 or who can be manipulated to releaae 

criminal■, and, above all, through a conatantl7 alert agenc7 

auch as •e have here--which 1a onl7 in its ~nfanc7, who■• 

real effectiTeneea will be shown in the 7eara to come, I hope,-

the public can educate itself out of that slobbering senti-
... 

mentaliam which prompt■ it to think more of the criminal than 

of the victim of that criminal, which makes a hero of the 

criminal. 

I auppoae when all is said and done our nation 

needs a moral bracing-up. !heae facts indicate a moral 

rottenness at the core of tbinga . We have grown in the la■t 

generation or so altogether too rich and too eaa7-l'J)l11C anl 

morall7 too indifferent. •• are beginning to lo■e our ■oral 

■enaitiTen••• and our paa■ion for ~uatioe and for right which 
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ns the proud boaet of our people. We love luxuriea too 

much, and eelf-ind111.gence. We don't think of moral standard• 

which we are charged to aafeguar4 and protect until we are 

terrificall7 ahockel b7 some extraordinarill7 aen■ational 

crime, and then we fuse about for a day or a week or a month, 

and then we sink back in our indifference, in our indolence. 

!here are group■ in our land today, especiall7 

among the elite, the cultivate4,--there are groups among whom 

virtue has come to be looked upon•• old-fashioned and rather 

a bore, and vice hae come to be regarded ae extremely fashion-

able. ~here is throughout our land a chasing after pleaaure, 

among men as well ae among women. •athera are eating sour 

grapes and the teeth of the children are set on edge. Late 

hours, loose talk, wild partiea, indecencies, vulgar plays, 

nlgar booka,--the ■e are the daily currioulwa of m&D7 of our 

older aex and of many of our younger sex. People don't 

speak toda7 a~ more about duty and obedience and purit7 and 

self-restraint. Theee are antiquated notion■; they belong 

to the limbo of the past. In this free age one does not 

speak of theae thinga. And so merril7 we aow the wind and 

terribl7 we ahall reap the whirlwind. 

!he American hOIMt ia alraaq beginning to 

diaintegrate and to break up. Look at the fearful records o~ 

divorce, the most aatounding record in the civilised world; ant 
. 

the breaking •f homea ia the breaking up of aociet7; it meana 

decadence; it meana 4emoralisation; it meana that crime an4 ■in 

will aoon come to stick like a plague in our midat, uatro7ing 

-10-
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ue. You cannot pla7 fast and loose with these basic moral 

principles that are a■ ancient, aa immovable as the rock of 

Gibraltar. !hey are not to be tampere4 with and fOU cannot 

4eal lightl7 with tbem and speak of them jestingl7; they are 

avenging angels, they destroy him who approach•• them in 

leTit7, the sandals of whose feet are not remoTed when he 

approaches the sacred ground. 

!he aafet7 and the permanence of this nation, 

of a~ nation, are depoaited in the vigorous moralit7, in the 

harcl.7 conscience of its citizeJU7, and when this moral Tigor 

wanea and in its place comae shabbiness and luit7 and nlgar

it7 and cheapness, then 7ou are facing a people that ia on the 

down road to obliTion. !hat nation ia on the wq to Bab7lon. 

I sometimes ask 1117eelf whether the time ia not 

yet come in tbe United States for a great reaction; I sometime• 

ask myself whether the good sense of the American people, whic• 

has heretofore looked with indulgence and half aJ1111singl7 upon 

this national sowing of wild oats,--whether that good senae, 

that conmon sense is not alreaq becoming restive because it 

ie beginning to see the seriousness of that which we looked 

upon aa altogether harmless. I wonder whether the American 

people before very long will not begin to insist upon a more 

rigoroua code of conduct for all of ita citizens, beginning in 

the home and going right through it ■ buaineaa and profe■aional 

life. I wonder whether American parent ■ before Ter7 lona 

will wake up to the realisation that moral di■cipline doe■ 

not grow out of la11itude and inditterenoe an4 cyniclaa an4 

-11-
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laiaaes-nou■ faire and let well enough alone. I wonder 

whether American parent• before very long will not begin to 

insist upon some of those principle■ which their fathers and 

their fathers before them inaiatea,--upon these indispenaable 

principles, unavoidable to4ay aa 7eaterda7, and ten thoueand 

7eara from toda7 as 7eaterda7,--tbeae baaic, moral principles 

which are the foundations of the character for ever7 man and 

tor every woman in &!11" age, paat, present or future; and I 

wonder whether a good dose of good, o14-fa■hione4 puritanism 

is not exactly the thing which the .American people need■ toda7i. 

Koralit7 movea as a pendulum move■; it awing■ 

from rigidity to laxit7, it awinga from one extreme to the 

other. I fear me that the next pendulum will awing to ave~ 

great extreme in ethical rigoriam in America . But it must 

come; it must be. Thia primrose path of luxuey and pleasure 

upon which we have been so jo7full7 marching is leading ua 

into a cesspool of iniquit7 and crime, and these are only the 

first indicationa of it. 

We need, all of ua, we Jewa aa well as othera--
thia 

for•• have reacted to.enTiromnent quite readil7 and almo■t 

eagerl7, and our home■ are beginning to ahow the ~nfluencee 

appallingl7,--we need to return to that piet7 of our fore

fathera, to that aenae of reverence of eternal T&lue, to a 

■en■e of dut7 in life and obedience in life and honor an4 

rectitude. •• neel a TiT14 een■e of God in our live■, a 

rev1Tal of faith in our home■. 

!ha,, to rq mind, ••t be the 4r1T1ng lmpal■e 

I 
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behind &DJ' moTement for the rect1f1oation of th••• 
tenlenciea in our live■ • 
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A IATIO O LA 

Amerio today la the paradise of orimin 1 . here are 
more orimin ls in the United St tea and th re are or~ er e 
o itted in the Un!ted t te than in y othe country in 
the world. Laat year ten thousand peop. e ere urdered in 
this country and three hun re thou- rotberie oo ittel. 
These figures ape unmistak bly of bre down in the or 1 
stand rds o our natio 1 life. All of our n tional institutions, 
the .oYernment, the home, the church d the school stand convicted 
of dereliction in the performance of their prim y duties 1n the 
f ce of this a.pp 111n register of crime. The menaoin inore se 
in the numbef of divorces in thla l like1•~ points unmiet bly 
to mor l eo ence. he tidal wave of lawlessness which the pro
hibition la• bas set in otion 1a yet another indio tio of our 
groin disre rd of public la . 

any solut1 ne ve been of ared and any 111 be offered 
fort is iminment problem. There 1 no doubt but what the hole 
dministration of crimi 1 justice in the United St tea needs 

a complete revamping. Bu sho ld not the responsibility be put 
squarely u o the Amerio peep: th mselves e have gro too 
rich an to e sy oin. e are f t losin our or 1 sensitiveness. 

e love luxuries to muoh n e lf in - = ... ,.~ .. , There re ou a in 
our 1 d tod y, e peolal y ong the oult1Vc t d d elite, c on 1 

hom virtue has oo e to e loo e o th6r old f hioned nd 
ore. verywhere ther 1 11 1 d .Q.l)aBJ.WS ter 

ple sure. athers r eating sour r the,7otilit!Hn re et 
on ed e . L te h urs, loose t 1 , 1 p ties, vul ar pl ye, 
vul ooks - this 1s the daily curr1oulum of many of our older 
set, d of y of the younger set. eop e seldom spe these d ys 
of duty, obedience, purity self-re tr int. These re antiquated 
notion .ind •o %r1ly we so the ind and terribly ah 11 reap 
the hirlwind. 

The safety d ermanenoe of this nation,of Yl)nation re ide 
in the Tigorous mor ity and the hardy conscience of its cit~enry 
and when this mor 1 vigor•~ in ite 1 e co es e bbines 

d lax1 y n vul 1ty, t t people 1 on hero d to by on. 

I ond r hcther tbe rio peop e 1· not no re · y or a 
gre t mor 1 re-aw kenin. I onder • ether the ood sense of our 
people which has heretofore looked with 1ndul no n half- use ly 
upon this n tio 1 so 1ng of ild o ts, ie not lre dy beco in 
re tive un er the liscense and buse. I won er whether good dose 
of old f shioned Purit is is not exactly the thin hich the 

me19.o peopl needs tod Y• 




