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The year 1925 ia not likely to prove a red 

letter year in the annals of mankind • By the standard of the 

laat few years the year 1926 waa rather an uneventful. un

d1etinga1ehed year .. both at home and abroacl. And perhaps it 

is better eo. Eventful years are, ae a rule, years of great 

oataatrophea. and a people that baa too crowded a hietor7 1■ 

uauall7 ~ Te-q UDhappy people. The year 1925 may be said to 

have continued the conTaleaoent period which began with the 

close of the year, and in such a slow and preoarioue period 

it 1■ encouraging if mankind doea not find it neceseaey to 

record a relapse. That in itself is aufficiently encouraging. 

Economicall7 the nations of Europe during the 
• 

paet year continued their advance towards stabilit7. Many of 

the peoples of Europe of courae atill have a hard and thorD7 

financial road to travel--& nation 11:te Poland or like the 

11111tilated states of Austria and Hungar7; a country like Clreat 

Britain will still have to face the &1D&singl7 aeriou■ problem 

of unemployment, and a oountcy like France hae still to face 

the problem of adjusting her national budget. But b7 and larg 

the economic situation of 1925 warrant■ continued opt1111aa and 

hope. 

Ae far as the political situation la concerned, 

no important politioal ohangee within the reapect1Te countrie■ 

of Europe were recorded during the paet 7ear. Con■enatl1111 

anl, in eome inatano••• extreme reaction. were in the ■addle 

la alaoat all the oountrie■ of Europe. -----~-tt--- !he idol of 192& la 
----1--~ 

-1-



• 

• 

• 

in governmental circle■ wae Muaeolin1--the idol and the 

ex,mplar. and men of hie ilk. men of the type of Chamberlain 

and Hindenburg and Horth7 and the various dio*atora of 

■oviet Russia dominated the affairs of the European peoples. 

Demoorac7 haa certainly not fared well ■ince 

the war. It has. in fact, proved very unpopular throughout 

Burope. For the time being Fasoia■• whoae dark prophet ie 

llaaaolinl. whose doctrine ia the dictatorship of the minorit7 

backed b7 force.--for the time being Pa■cia ia in the 

aacendenc7 in moat parta of Europe. even in euch countrie■, 

pch h-ee landa aa Prance and England; and it 1■ astounding 

to note with what equanimit7 the lovers of freedom, who a few 

years ago railed with auoh ~•to against the red t7ran117 of 

Russia. accept the black t7ranny of Ital7. Bo organised 

group, for example. in the United State■ has in the laat few 

year■, seeing the crumbling institutions of freedom, of 

parliamentaey government in Ital7,--I aay no organised group 

in the United States. for example, baa raised its voice in 

proteat. Yea, one.--the American Federation of Labor, aD4 

o-1.7 becau■e and only when lluaaolini outlawed the etrlke a■ a 

means of aettling lnduattial diapute■. To auoh low level■ 

baa dialntereated freedo■, love of freedom, fallen in our 4a7. 

In the all-l■por,ant work of eatabllahlng peaoe 

Burope has made marked progre■a during the 7ear 1926. The 

Leap• of Bationa baa gained 1D pre■tige and in authorit7, 

largely due to it■ proapt and effeotive handling of the 

langerou■ ■ituation which aro■e bet•••• Greece and Blllgaria a 
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few month■ ago which threatened another Balkan war. The 

effectiveness. the deciaivenea■ with which the League handled 

that delicate and difficult situation won for it additional 

respect in the eyes of the world. Of courae it ■till remain■ 
. 

true that the League would not have been aa decisive or aa 

effective if one or the other of the parties involved belonge 

to the group of maJor power■ in Ellrope. Of courae it still 

remain■ true that the League of Bations did not or could not 

speak aa forcefull7 during the equally critical situation which 

arose some time ago between Ital7 and Greece in Corfu. Of 

course it is true that the League did not find it within it■ 

competence to speak in the horrible Jloro .. aa war. and in the 

even more horrible Syrian massacre. or in the caae of the 

lmgliah man-handling of &8'7Pt. It ia true that the Leag11e 

is still under the ■anction and the domination of three or 

four of the great eatern h"uropean power■. It ia aa yet not 

a free agenCJ'. not at all autonamoua. 
I .But it is also true that aa the League contimle• 

to gain in the confidence and in the respect of the people■ of 

the world through its intervention■ in behalf of peace through 

the accumulative achievement■• it will be in position to 

emancipate itaelf progreaeivel7 fro■ the domination of theN 

great powera--the allied nationa. 

Looarno baa been another mileatone 1D 1926. a 

■ileatone on the road of international underatan~ing anc1 peace 

!he treat7 of Locarno haa been ha1le4 wi\h ntre•. I aight 

al■o■t ■a7 exoeea1Ye Jo7 all over the worll; the treat7 whio~ 
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etipulates that the contracting partiea are to submit here

after all disputes to compulaor7 arbitration; the treat7 which 

epecifiea that England and Ital7 will come to the aid of 

either Prance or Qerm&D1' when attacked b7 the other; the treatF 

which demilitarise■ the Rhine sone. which haa been the plague 

apot of Europe for so m~ centurie ■ .--thia treaty baa been 

hailed with great reJoicing by the peoples of the world. 

Bow it may well be. as Briand. epokeaman for 

~ranee. aald upon the signing of this treaty. that Looarno 1■ 

the draft of the constitution of a new European famil7; it 11&7' 

well be, aa another statesman declared, that Looarno la the 

pride of modern diplomacy and the hope of the people. That 

will all depend upon the honeat7 of purpose and the steadfast-

nese of the resolution of the nations eignatora to the treat7; 

for remember that Locarno ls only a treat7 1 and treatlee ae 

you well know •7 become scrape of paper; treaties may be 
. 

abrogated; treaties may. b7 mutual oon■ent. be nullified; 

treaties are not warrants for enduring peace. But we are 

ready to take the moat optimistic and the most hopeful Yiew of 

the situation; we are ready to ■ee in the signing of thie · 

treaty the earneatneaa on the part of the nations of Europe to 

preaerve peaoe. and aa auch re ard it a■ a great achieYement 

of the 7ear 1926. 

Germ~ ha■ definitel7 been brought back into 

the conoer, of the natlona of Burope and into the Leag11e of 

Bationa. and that 1■ a 4eclde4 gala. But Bllaala la ■till 

without the p le; Rueaia ■till renaalna uJ100Yenante& an4 
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there can be no enduring peace in the world, there can be no 

economic atabilit7 in the world with Russia, actuali, great 
. 

and potentially even greater, outlawed and isolated. Dr . 

Benesch, the great at~teaman of Central Europe, expressed the 

thought which is the p~ayerful thought of the whole of mankind 

today. !he time is not far distant, he said, when there will 

be a aecond Locarno, when the whole of hilrope will arrive at 

an agreement with Russia. That must come. It is the last 

danger spot 1D the European aituation. 

The Leagae has followed up the logio of Looarno 

b7 beginning preparations for a great international di■arm-

amen, conference. The League is no reaq to take leadership 

in the indiapeneable work of lifting the burden of taxation 

from off the bowed shoulder■ of the peoples of Rurope 1mpoae4 

upon them b7 excessive araament■ .--iand and ■ea and air arma-

ment■. It has convoked a preliminary conference for the 

month of February, at which time a program will be outlined 

for this great international diaarmament conference which it 

plane to summon before very long. To this preliminary con-

ferenoe the United State■ baa been invited. It. 1a our hope 

that the United States will accept the invitation; it ia our 

hope that the UD1te4 Stat••• which called the first armament 

lilllitation conference ainoe the war in aahi.Dgton in the 7ear 

1921, and which ainoe that time, ainoe 1921, baa done prao

tioall7 nothing for the oauae of world peaoe,--that the Unitel 

State■ will ~oia thia oonferenoe, for••• too, are deaperatel.7 

in ue4 of a limitation of araaaen,. 
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toda7 ■pending eighty centa of eveq dollar of revenae upon 

national defense; for pension■, for bona■••• for pa71Dent of 

natienal debt■ incurred in war■ • 

dollar are spent on war. 

So much for the credit side of the ledger. On 

the debit aide in this movement for .universal peace may be 

placed the imperialistic war which ~ranee baa been conducting 

in Morocco; .in that scandalous, horrible war upon civiliane 

which France hae been conducting in Syria--Syria. where the 

bankruptcy of the Colonial policy of ?ranee baa been under

scored with a massacre of defenseless civiliana. !he 

Christian nationa of Europe are still exploiting, oppreasing . . 

and deveetating the non-Chriatian■ and so-called backward 

nations of Africa and of Asia . hey are still putting the 

"white man's burden" upon the shoulder of the colored races, •• 

and greed. the worst kind of aelfiahneea and greed and rapac

ity which have dictated all the colonial expansion policies 

of the peoples of Europe, the white races of Europe for a 

hundred years, are still the dominating motif in their 

relations with the eocalled backward races of the other 

continents. And Just aa all the warl of the past hundred 

years were cauaed by the riva~riea among the great powers of 

Rurope for the privilege of exploiting these weaker and 

backward nations, so will all the wars of the ftture be caused 

b7 thie imperialiat1c · r1valry and rapaoit7 of the European . 
nationa. 

!here la a war brewing to4ay in aopotamia. 
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Bnglish merchant■ and capitalist■ cast a longing eye upon the 

rich oil field■ around the Tllqet of Moeul. and so England 

proceeded through diplomatic maneuvers and political machi

nations to haTe the district of Uoeul included within the 

kingdom of Irak over which Great Britain now has a mand&te. 

so that these oil fields may. from now on. be exploited without 

let or hindrance by the capitalists of ~reat Britain. But 
, 

Turkey look■ upon oeul certainly with greater right than 

3Dgland--looks upon •oaul aa belonging to it. to its territoey, 

and Turkey. which is not even a member of the League of 

ationa. maintains that the Leagae has no right .to take 

territory away from one nation and give it to another without 

the consent of the nation inYolYe'cl • But Turkey has been 

oTerruled and the Angora government la now thinking war. 

There is really no solution to a problem such 

ae this except moral self-restraint on the part of the great 

peoples of the world. The small nations cannot control them; 

the League is aa yet too powerless to control them. They 

must control and discipline themaelves. 

As far as America is concerned. the year 1925 

has been a year of peace and rosperity. our industries have 

thrived. our commerce has expanded and, with the exception of 

one serious coal stri••• which ia now in a fair wa7 of being 

amioabl7 adJusted. the year 1925 has been one of industrial 

peace. The ~ederal income taxes have been lowered to the 

great relief of the citisena of the country. and our debt■ 

with the f•reign oountriea are in the wq of being adJgate4. 

_,_ 
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our nation played a commendable role 1D China 

during the paat year. The Chlneae are growing reatiYe under 

the exp1o1tat1on of foreign peoplea, too. The Chineae, the 

oldest and the moat historic race in the world, are beginning 

to demand abaolute national autono1117 and aelf-detennination. 

and the Chinese have begun to boycott foreigners and foreign 

goods. and, as you know, there resulted serious riots and 

bloodshed. At once the European nations, especially Great 

Britain. saw an opportunity to intervene in China and to clamP, 

on the hand of control and despotism eTen more, but the 

United States, which haa always had, traditionally had an 

enlightened. wise. long-Yieioned policy towards China, 

prevented such aggression and sug~ated the oonToklng of an 

international conference to substantiate even more the righta 
I • 

of the- Chineae people. 

And the American government baa been instru

mental in adjusting or in attempting to adJuat a boundary 

dispute which baa irritated two of the countries of South 

America for a long time,--now the famoua Taona-Arica dispute. 

In 1926 I make bold to say that all forms of 

racial and religious intolerance continued to be on the wane. 

The common aenee and the broad-mindedness of the American 

people continued to assert themeelYee, and while intolerance 

is far from being dead, and while prejudice and bigotry in one 

s form or another will continue to be, still, they are no 

longer assuming those menacing Bbapea and that ruthleaanea■ 

which they aeau.med in the ~eara lmmediatel7 following the war. 
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The broad-mindedness of the Ame~ican people found. I believe. 

its moat authoritative and eloquent expreaeion in the now 

famou■ address of President Coolidge delivered at Omaha 

before the national convention of the American Legion. • 

ma7 look forward to a continued dissipation of that intoler

ance which coalesced and concentrated imnediatel7 following 

the war. 

But another form of intolerance cropped up 

during the year 1926--an anti-scientific bigotry wtich 

culminated in the concerted attack upon the teaching of the 

doctrine of evolution,. and which found its dramatic expression 

in the no f&moua Scopes trial in Dayton, Tennessee. 

Orthodoxy is today waging relentless warfare upon progress. 

It is the fifteenth century again fighting the twentieth 

centuey; and the war has Just begun. The first victim in 

this struggle was the arch-enemy of scientific progreea 

itself-- . Bryan. the brave crusader in behalf of a lost 

cause, or rather the pathetic on Quix.Qte fighting chivalroual7 

for antiquated, discarded dogmatism. It is an age old 

struggle; it really never began and it reall7 never will en4i 

it will go on as long as man endurea--tbe struggle between 

tradition and progress, between the paat and the future. 

between what was and what ought to be, between yeaterda7 and 

tomorrow; and it is incumbent upon devotees of progreaa and 

disciples of civilization to organize themselves and to be on 

the alert during the next years.for the maae attack of the 

forces of reaction will be powerful. The forces of reaotion 

.· 
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are likely to win eTery battle in the next generation except 

the last one. The laat battle, the last Tictory 5 the ultimate 

victoey al-.ya belongs to truth. to knowledge • 

As far aa the conditions o~ the Jews are 

concerned in the year 1925, you will recall that I spoke of 

their economic condition upon my return from Europe. I 

called your attention than to the aad plight of half of our 

pBople, almost nine millions of them today liTing in Eastern 

Europe and in Russia, and spoke of their economic distress. 

I did not speak about the condition of the Jew in Ruseia for 

I was not there and could not bring you first hand information. 

I suppose economically the Jew in Rue~ia is no better and no 

orse than th~ other people. except in this: that he was a 

small tradesman of useia, an bolaheviem, to a 1 rge degree, .. 

has iped out that institution, and thereby wiping out the 

livlihood of hundreds of thousands of our eople. 

But I ant to call your attention not to their 

economic ~light this morning but to their spiritual plight. 

There is great danger that the whole of Russian Jewry. OTer 

three millions of your Russian Jewry. which, up to the time of 

the war, was the great reservoir of Jewish learning, of Jewish 

thought and, above all, of Jewish loyalty and apirit,--that the 

whole of Russian Jewry is in danger of being wiped ut, not 

hysically as much as spiritually • 

There has been an appalling slump in their 

intellectual life and in their cultural life and in their 

I 

religious life. Mhe young Russian Je a are ro ing up Godl•••• 
~ -- • - --- --- - . - . - - --- - --- -- . 
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faithless. atheists, mockers of their faith and of their 

people. !be Russian government. which. as far as freedom of 

religion is concerned, has been more medieval and more reaction

ary than the osariat government at its worst,--the Russian 

government has officially prohibited the teaching of religion 

to the youth, and so a Jewish father is not privileged to 

teach his child the religion of his people, the ideals of hia 

race. The soviet government has even carried on a systematic 

campaign of irreverence towards religious doctrines and 

principle a. 

So that in Russia today our Hebrew schools are 

shut and our academies are non-existent. Our brethern have 

no way of transmitting to their own children the precious 

heritage of three thousand years. There is no solution for 

that problem, either. except the change of policy on the part 

of the bolehevik government or the collapse of the bolabevik 

government. mhere are still 1n Russia "the saving remnant" __ 

of a few faithful and loyal ones who aurreptitioual7, aecretl7, 

like the Moranoea in Spain, are teaching their children their 

faith. their Bible, their ideals. It is to them that we must 

look for perpetuation of Judaism in Russia. 

The year 1926 has eeen a remarkable development 

in Palestine, an inrush of thousands of new immigrants who 

bring with them enthusiasm, loyalty, devotion in the taak of 

the upbuilding of Palestine. That augurs well for the future 

not alone of the community in Paleetine but of Jewr7 the world 

OYer. In America Jewish lifa during the past year moved on 
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apace steadily. firml7. One of the most significant sigml 

of tbe times has been the increased attention which the 

merican Jew has given to the problem of religious education. 

His mind is turning a bit from the heretofore all-absorbing 

interest of phil~nthropy to the new and tremendously important 

problem of the religious education of the youth. which. 

unfortunately. we neglected in the last two generations. 

In our om community of Cleveland during the 

past year we ' ave much of our time end our thought and our 

substance to the intensification of a program of religious 

education for the thousands of unaffiliated children in our 

community; but of this we shall have occasion to speu later 

on. 

In closing, friends. let me say this: the year 

1926 marks the end of a quarter of a centuey--the first 

qu rter of the twentieth century. All in all it has been a 

marvelous twenty-five years. Scientifically. I venture to 

aa7 we have made more rapid progress in the last twenty-f1Ye 

years than we have in the last f1Ye hundred yeara. The 

inventions. the discoveries. the perfected mechaniaa; the 

progresa made ln physical science. in chemistry. in ohe■lat17. 

in medicine. in psychology; the progress made in almost 

ever7 branch of human thought ha been short of miraoulou■• 

Think of the tireless and. the radio and the airplane alll the 

think of tbe profound discoveries to curb diaeaae, and 

the re arkable advances in the science of surgery which have 

been meae in the last twenty-five ears. and you 111 realise 
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that mankind has moved. and marvelously moved. 

t the same time remember that this qua~ter of 

a century witnessed the ghastliest, the most destructive of 

all ware known to the human history. Clearly, t e one does 

not exclude the other; clearly, scientific progress does not 

necessarily mean human well-being; clearly, the accumulation 

of knowledge and machinery does not of itself mean the 

augmentation of ell-being and happinees in the human famil7; 

and clearly mankind needs much more than increased comfortaand 

increased luxuries and increaeed knowBlge and increased 

machinery and better methods of locomotion and batter methods 

of transportation and quicker ways of navigation. ankind 

needs much. much more for its well-being than that, and I hope 

the next uarter of a century. will focus more of the energy 

of the onderful mind of the human r~ce, 111 focus more of 

human thought and hu~an intelligence upon the problems. 

ethical and spiritual,--the problems of social adJuetment, 

the roblam of a more equitable distribution of the gooas 

of life, and the problem of internationnl peace and comit7, 

and the problem of culture. than it has in the past _twenty-

fi ve yea.re. 

That is the great thought which we ought to 

take into the years ahead of us; not by strength and not b7 

po er, but "by my spirit, saith the Lord." Strength and power 

alone ill not a e ua a happy people; strength and powerma7 

destroy us completely. It is the sp1r1t--the spirit of Juatice 

and of truth and of peace and of love; it is the spirit of 004 
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which will lead our race up and up and on the terrace■ to our 

ultimate deat1Jl1'. to our ultimate cauee • 

--o--

-14-




