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aeeociationa . 

A thing. ST friends, ma7 be hol7 for it■ 

It ma7 also be hol7 for its own innate 

qualities which aanctlf7 it. The Bible baa been a bol.7 book 

both for its memories and asaociatiou •• well as for it ■ 

intrinsic worth and hallowing Talue. Half of mankind baa 

loved the Bible. and Israel. aboTe all, has loved it with a 

BUrpaasing love. To Israel the Bible was ita life's treaaure, 

its eu.etaining influence. The Jew turned to the Bible in al~ 

the varied and troubled moods of hie life. in hie hours of 

exaltation and in his da7s and yeara of despair. His ritual 

retaina the echo and the theme and the text of the Bible. In 

ever:, one of his prayer■ one hears the voice of the aaored 

book. The Bible was for him t lMt s ource of his speculation, 

of his etud7, of hie meditation. The law of the Bible 

governed hie life; the ethics of the Bible guided hia lif•i 

the proverb■ of the Bible couuele4 his acti~n•. and the 

bistor7 of the Bible instructed and informed hill. 

He 11Ted for it, he fought for it, he died for 

it, and when he died the words of the Bible were upon hi■ 

dying lipa. Some of our people, and moat .of our people, duri~ 

the Middle Agaa loTed the Bible ao aupremel7 and regarded it 

ao diTinely that the7 came to look upon ever:, phrase of the 

Bible. eve17 word, eTeJ7 letter, every accent, eve17 ~o•l, 

as poaseasing recondite, profoun4.eaoter1o wledoa, revealed 

onl7 to the searching •7• and to the pure of heart. Oar 
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forefather■ had a fi•e-fold method of interpreting eveey 

■entenoe and every .ord of the Bible. The7 had th• •• • 

the literal meaning of the text; the7 had the ramu■, the 

implied aeaning of the text; and they had the ...• the 

.homiletioal meaning of the text; and the7 had the soul, the , 

IQ'Stic meaning of the aelf-saae text; and the7 had the 

gematria, the method of interpreting' the muaerioal value of 

every single letter and the pernmtation■ and combination■ of 

letters within a word or within a phraae, and out of ■uch 

interpretation they derived an additional meaning out of the 

sacred text. ~or don't you see, the musio of the ~ible had 
. 

ita half tone ■ and its over tone■ even as it had it■ theme 

readily recognised b7 all. 

So that the Jewish myatio--moat of our people 

were myatics in the Middle Agea--the Jewish mystic never 

found himself in opposition to the aacred text. Other 

myatica di4. e find, for example, myatica in Christendo■ 

who fretted uncler the restraint of the letter--the "letter 

whioh killeth." The7 looked upon the Bible at beat aa an 

external, outer thing, aa being able to impart knowledge but 

not revelation. Real truth, theae mystics maintained, come■ 

not from a book but from the inner life, the apirit within. 

But the Jewish myatio, who wa■ able through 

thia five-fold method of interpreting the text to diaaolve 

even tlie ver7 letter■ into spiritualit7,--the Jewish JQ'Btio 

never found hie freedom re■tricte4 by the tut of the Bible, 

wherea■ the yearning for direct revelation. for apiritual 
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autonolQ' droTa. let ua aay. the Christian myatic aw&.7 from 

the book. It droTe the Jewish JD7Btic into the book. The 

Je iah mystic repeated that marT~loua phrase of that .ancient 

Rabbi: "Turn it ab011t and about and about. for eT~eything 18 

in it." So that to our forefather■ the Bible waa not a . 
part of realit7; it was the whole of realit7; it wa8 the 

And it waa to them. aa it ia ■till to m&DT of 

our people. more than a book. The !orah. which legend eaya 

was created before the earth was created. and which 18 God­

eternal with God himeelf.--the Torah. to the Jew. wa■ more 

than a book. It waa a way of liTing; it waa a program of 

living; it was a means of salvation and grace. That is wh7 

for twenty-five hundred ye~r• he meditated upon it day and 

night; that la •117 for twenty-fiTe hundred year■ the word■ 

did not depart from his lip■ nor from the lipe of hie 

children; that ia •h7 hie whole theolog deriTe8 from the 

Bible. and h~a whole law developed through twenty-five 

hundred year■ finds its authority. its sanction, in the Bible. 

The Jew wanted people to know the Bible. The 

supreme d~ty of the Jewish parent wa■ to teach the Bible to 

his children. It waa not ao. let us say, in Chriatendoa 

up to the time of the Reformation. Th• Bible waa UDmOWD to 

the peoples of Europe. In the first place, the Bible could 

be read only in the original Hebrew or in the authoritatiTe 

Latin. and the maaee8 of the Jmropean people could real 

neither. In the aecond place. the church wa■ not amioua to 

have the people read the Bible. It preferred to g1Te the 
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Bible unto them piecemeal with the eocleaiaatioal inter­

pntation of the clm.rch; ao that the peoples of Europe 

remained ignorant of the Bible . 

The Reformation, the Protestant Reformation 

was, in a aellN, a ■truggle between pope and Bible for 

aupremao7, and the Protestant Church enthroned the Bible in 

the place of the pope whom it dethroned. And ever7 great 

moTement in Christendom in the last two thousand year■, eTeey 

great here■7 which led to what we call modern unitarian 

Christianit7, derived its inspiration and its authorit7 from 

the Bible; and in fact great political reTolution■ like the 

reTolution of Cromwell or the American Revolution sought for 

guidance and for inspiration in tlie Bible . 

So that if only for hat the Bible haa meant 

to millions of people throughout t hese many centuriea, if 

only for its assoliationa, for its memories of struggle and 

conflict and revolution, for its memories of grace and peace 

and happinea■ which it baa brought to God's children, the 

Bible mq be regarded as man'a holiest book. But even if 

the Bible were a new book, newly found, it would, to f47 mill4, 

for it■ innate, lntrin■ic value, for what it containa, for 

what it aaya, for what it makes the heart aq, be regarded a■ 

mankind's holiest book. For nowhere in the literature of 

mankind are the loftie■t thoughts of the human race exprease4 

in loftie■t ■train than in the Bible. 

!he ible ■peak■ of the great essential 

Teritie■ of human life, of the gre t eternal problem■ of 
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human life in a great, magnificently sublime manner. The 

Bible speaks of God; the Bible speaks of man end of man'a 

relation to Goa. and of man's relation to hie fellowmen; the 
' 

Bible speaks of human ideal■ and human conduct; the Bible 

speaks of national and international morality; the Bible 

speaks of retribution, the reward of the good and the punish­

ment inevitably of all eYil. And of all these thing■ it 
• 

speak■ . with auoh profound understanding, with such direotnesa 

of insight, with such magnificence of sweep and 8UCh riohneaa 

and colorfulneaa of im&gr7 that it becomea the holy repoaitor7 

of the human heart and mind. Beoauae the Bible's insight ia 

so keen. ita understanding so profound, you find that veey 

often its phraae or its word la the one correct and the one 

inevitable phrase or word that can be the vehicle for that 

thought, for that idea which it seeks to conYey. 

Where. for example, in the literature of the 

world will you find the idea of God as a personal God, living, 

protecting and guiding.so perfectly, with such BUbllme 

simplicity expressed. as you will find, ea~. in the 23r4 

Paalm of DaYid. "The Lord la fA7 ahepher4. I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in the green pasture; he lea4eth me 

beside the still water■; he reat•re'th-, aoul, he guideth me 

in straight patha for hi■ name's sake. Yea. though I walk . 
through the Talley of the ehadow of death, I will fear no 

·-eY11, for thou art with me. !lq rod and th7 ataft, the7 

comfort me." Do 7011 mow of ~hing in the literature of 

muaklnd that expreaae■ with woh exaltation and moh artiat17 
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man's yearning for a personal God--friend, shepherd, guide-­

•• here? 

And do you know a~where in the literature of 

the world a definition of religion ao perfect, so perfeotl7 

expressed, as that of the prophet KioahT "Wherewith shall I 

come before the Lord and bow myself before ~od on high? Shall 

I come before him with burnt offerings or with calves of a 

year old? ill he be pleased with thousands of rame or with 

ten thouaande of rivers of oill Shall I bring 1ll7 firatborn 

for my transgression. the fruit of my boq for the sin of fA7 

aoulT !hou hast been told, 0 man, what ie good and what the 

Lord doth require of thee, onl7 to do Juatl7, to loYe mero7, 

and to walk humbly with th7 3<>4 . 

And God's creation, of the symphonio poem of 

God's wonderful universe, wher in the litenture of mankind 

will you find descriptions that approach in their eol8mnit7, 

in their sweep and in their grandeur epch descriptions aa you 

find in the closing chapters of Job? Or in Faalm 104 

beginning with those eternal worda: "O Lord my God, thou art 

ver7 gracious; thou art clothed with glory and majeat7. Who 

covereth himself with light as with a garment; who apreadeth 

out the heavens like a curtain. Who layeth the beama of hia 

chambers in the water■" -- and so down through the beaut7 and 

the glory of that marTeloua psalm • 

And where will you fin4 in all the aaorel 

literature of mankind auch axalte4 oonoentiona of man' 

4eati~ aa 70u will find expreeee4 ln thoaeuaaiv. oftentlme• 

• 
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fugitive. phraaea of the Bible--man made in the image of Go&T 

. And thou hast made . him just a little lower than the angel■." 

Is there a more sublime conception of human destiny than 

that? nd where w1i1 you find the ethical ideals of the 

race. of man's cravings for justice and truth and peace and 

kindness. expressed in more lasting and enduring phrases than 

you will find in such passages as· the nineteenth chapter o~ 

the Book of LeTiticus? Or ringing through all the prophecies 

of the great, titanic souls of Israel? Of Amoa. for example: 

"Let 3Ustioe flow forth as water and righteousness aa a might7 

Or Hosea: "For I . desire mercy and not sacrifice. 

and the knowledge of God rather than burnt offeringa." And. 

of the prophet Isaiah: "Wash ~ou. make you clean; put awq 

your evil doings from before mine yea; cease to do eT11; 

learn to do well; seek justice; relieve the oppressed. defend 

the fatherless. plead for the widow." And of the prophet 

Jeremiah: ''Let not the wise man glory 1n his wisdom; let not 

the mighty man glory in his might; let not the rich man glory 

in his richea. but let him that gloryeth glory in thi ■: that 

I 

he hath regard to me and knoweth me, for I am the Lord. who 

1 exerciseth loTing kindness. Justice and righteousness upon the 

earth; for in these things do I delight, saith the Lora.• 

There are some people who feel that there are 

eihioal codes outside of the Bible transcending the cod.ea o~ 

the Bible; there are men who feel _that prophet• whoae woru 

are not contained in the canon of the 014 !eetament uttere4 

ethical 1deallam which transcend■ the 14eal1am of what mea 

_,_ 
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ohooae to oall the Old Testament. I know of no auch code. 

I know of nothing in the whole literature of the religion of 

mankind, whether it be the religion of Buddha. or Confuolu■, 

or Zoroaster, or Jesus that transcend■ the ethics of the 014 
• 

!estament. There are but three ideals new to the ethics of 

the New Testament. One is pacificism and the other la 

communism and the third is the love of our enemies. Bone 

of these three is psychologically sound, and none of theae 

three is socially operative. 

And where do you find the vision of universal 

brotherhood, of the end of wara, of the coming of peace, of 

international morality so beautifully projected as in that 

passage of Isaiah, repeated a a1D in the prophet Kioah: "It 

ahall come to pass in the las days that the mountain of the 

Lord's house shall be establish don the top of the mountaina 

and shall be exalted above the hilla~nd all nations ■hall 

flow unto it;and rna~ kingdoms shall go and shall sa7. 'Come, 

let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the 

God of Jacob, that he may teach us of hie wa7,,and that we 

mny walk in hie paths; for out of Zion shall go forth the law 

and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.' He ahall Judge 

between the nations and shall arbitrate among the people■; 

and they shall beat their sworda into plowshare■ and their 

lmivea into pruning hook■ . Nation shall not lift up aworl 

against nation, neither shall they learn war 8D7 more.• 

And did you eTer top to think what a wonderfal;l,7 

human book thie book the Bible ia? How it mirror■ aJ■o■t 
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ever7 mood of bvrnau life. ~very mood, eveey doubt, eveq 

perplexitJ-, every groping of the human soul, eveey need, 

eveey ecata117 of human life finds its voice somewhere in the 

Bible. Just think for a moment of the skepticism of 

Ecclesiaatea; of the blind groping and searching doubt■ of 

Job; think of the free and full romanticism of the Song of 

Song■; think of the utter, utter despair of the Book of 

Lamentations; think of the sweetness of the ideal of .. • • 

think of the calm. collected wiadom of Proverb■; think of 

the passion of the prophet■; think of the psalms running the 

whole gamut of human experience and human eaotiona from 

exaltation, from the thrill and vigor of trust and hopeful­

ness to the very deepaost depth■ of deapondenc7 and deapair, 

and you have an idea of the kaleido■oopio character of this 

holiest book we oall the Bible; nd 7ou have an idea of it■ 

marveloua borisontal and perpendicular reaoh, of its pro­

fundit7 and its grasp. 

Think, for a moment, with what 4elioao7 of 

touch, with what reatraint and refinement it approach•• those 

great univeraal experiences of the human raoe. Here, for 

example, is a father 4iahonored b7 his child; here ia a king 

againat whom hie son, hie beloved eon rebeia, and the son ·baa 

been slain in hie rebellion. and news la brought to the king 

and father, and out of the anguish of his soul there break · 

forth these crie■: "O rq eon, Abaalom. Ab■alo■, JD7 eon. 'l1J7 

eon, would that I had died for 7ou. Ab■alo■, Abaalo■, rq eon, 

197 eon." 
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Here ia another picture, wid ~1th what delicac7 

of touch the Bible brings it to u■. Jonathan ia deal-­

Jonathan wbom David loTe4; the friends who had pledged 

eternal fealt7 one to another--DaTid and Jonathan, and now 

Jonathan is dead and DaTid laments his death in theae worc1.■: 

"I am diatreaaed for thee, my brother Jonathan. Ve-q pleasant 

hast thou been unto me. Wonderful was th7 love for me, 

passing the love of women. How are the mighty fallen." 

Does .111 ton's or Shelley's Adonala. or TeDI17eon's 

Inmemorial aay more than this? 

Or think of the experience of old age coming 

to a man. Listen to the words of Ecclesiastes speaking of 

old age: "Remember now tey Creator in the days of th7 youth . 

before the evil days come, and the years draw nigh when thou 

shalt sa7, I have no pleasure in the-; Before the sun an4 

the light and the moon and the stare are darkened, and the 

clouds return after the rain; in the da7 when the keeper■ of 

the house shall tremble and the strong men shall bow thea­

■elvea, and the grinders cease because the7 are few, and 

those that look out of the windows be darkened; and the doors 

shall be shut in the street■, when the sound of the grinding 

ie low; and one shall start up at the voice of the bird, and 

all the daughter■ of music shall be brought low; also when 

they shall be afraid of that which ia high, and terror shall 

be in the wa7, and the almond tree aball blossom, and the 

graaahopper shall drag itself along, and deaire· shall fail; 

because man goeth tohi■ long ho ... and the mourner■ go aboat 
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the atreet■• .Before the silver cord le snapped f48UJ1der, 

the golden bowl is shattered, and the pitcher la broken at 

the fountain. and the llheel shattered into the pit, then the 

duet returneth to the earth as it waa, and the spirit return­

eith unto God who gave it. Vanit7 of vanitie■, saith 

Koheleth; all is vanity." 

-I wish I had the time, friends, to speak more 

about this book. Let me but close with this apostrophe to 

the Bible by the poet Heine. "The Bible,n says Heinrich 

Heine, "is a book large and wide as the world, baaed on the 

ab7aaea of creation. and towering aloft into the blue secret■ 

of heaTen. Sunrise and sunset, promise and fulfillment, 

birth and death,--the whole drama of humanity are contained 

in this one book. It is the Book of booka. The Jew■ mq 

readily be consoled at the lose of Jeru■alem and the temple 

and the ark of the covenant. and of the crown Jewel■ of King 

Solomoa; auch forfeiture ia aa naught when you weigh againat 

the Bible. the imperishable treasure that they have ■ave4. 

If I do not err. it was ~ohammed who named the Jews the people 

of the book, a name hich in eastern countries has reaaine4 

theirs to the present da7, and it is deeply significant that 

that one book is to the Jew■ their spiritual count17. ithln 

the well fenced boundariea of the book they liTe and have 

their being; they enJ07 their inalienable citizenahip; they 

are etrong to admiration; thence none can dislodge the■ .... 

The7 little heeded the change■ that •er• wrought in the real 

worl4 around them. Bationa roee . an4 Yanlahe4; atate■ 
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flourished and decayed; reTolutions raged throughout the 

earth. But they (the Jewa) eat poring over thia book, 

unconacioua of the wild chaae of time that rushed on aboTe 

their head.a." 

It ma7 be truthfully aaii while in olden daya 

the Jew created the Bible, throughout the last two thousand 

yeara the Bible created the Jew■ . What the Jew has giTen 

I 

T 
I 

to mankind in the last twenty ce.nturiea.--hia hopes, hie 

Messianic dream■, his ideal•·• hie cravings for social Juatio• 

and social righteouaneae, hie piety, hie sacrificial loyalty,-­

all these were etched into his soul and made part of his very 

life and being by the Holy Book--the Hol7 Book of mankind. 

,_,-o--
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