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!here haYe been four great tendenciea in 

.Jewish life right through the age■: the one 1a prophec7 or 

prophetiea; the other is legalism; the third 1■ JQ"■tic1811, 

and the last la nationalin. During the next few weeka I 

hope to di ■cuaa with 7ou theae four maJor trend■ or 

tendenoie ■ in Jewish life, the four principal motif• of our 

people's epiritual exi■tence. !be7 represent the four 

strand■ which have been interwoTen into one cor4. or rather 

the four streem■ which have poured into the one river of 

the people's spiritual life. 

There were times when one or the other of 

these motifs were dominant. but there was no time when any 

one of them was completel7 absent. At time■ one fought 

againat the other; there was conflict among them for 

aupremao7 in Jewish life, and the record of this conflict. 

the story of theae struggles and the subsequent ad.1uatments 

conatitute the hiatori- of Juclaiem down the age■. For while, 

friends. we ap•k of JQ4aiaa as one religion and Israel a■ 

one people, we ought to bear in mind that the7 are one 0D17 

aa a h1111an being 1a one--one but con■tantl7 changing. 

A hllDl&D being, a peraonalit7. baa a period 

of infanc7 which differs radicall7 from the period of 

adoleacenc7, and that period differs from the perio4 of 

manhood, and that in turn fro■ the period of old age. llaD 

in hie ■pan of life undergoea radical changee--biologio, 

--~--~•1oal. mental,. pa7.o)llo. Bow there ia, of cour■e. ln thie 
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life of eve17 human being a sub-8tratu■ which we oall the 

■elf. the ego. upon which all these change■ act. !bore 18 

the ego which aot8 like a etring upon which all the pearl■ 

are atrung. like the ola7 out of which the artl■t ■oul4■ 

h18 figare. but that self le conatantq being worked upoa. 

acted upon b7 force■ external and b7 force■ internal. And 

it la 80 with a people and it 1a ao with a religion . 

.luclaism 1a not a formal 81llllllar7 of theologio 

notlona; it la not a a7ate■ of creed■ or dootrlnea onl7; it 

le a 11T1ng or~ni•; it ia a growing. an eTolTlng organl■11; 

it is the whole spiritual e%J)erlenoe of the race down 

through three thousand year■. That spirit through thee• 

centuriea ceaaeleael7 adTenturing. experimented with nd 

tried new idea■ • new adjustment■• acted upon other culture■ . 

received impreaaiona from other culture ■. and that 1a the 

.1a4aiam which we haye toda7. 

Bow propheo7 1■ the moat important of thee• 

four tendenciea in Jewish life, •Ten as it la the moat 

l■portant contribution which Israel made to o1T111satloa . 
. 

It la not the onl7 one, ■ind 70•; the other three are 

equall7 illportant. Without the other three--legall••• 

IQ"■tlol••• natlonaliaa--the --••87 of the prephet■ aq haTe 

remained an lrreleffnt abatraotloa--a thing witho•t lonllt7i, 

without place ln life, and without these other three Ierael 

JaB7 neyer haTe n"lTed to oarq on th••• ideal■ emanelate4 

b7 the prophet■• Bat propheo7, neTerthelna, reaaina the 

ao■t exalted creation ot the geniua of our race. eTen •• it 
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continues to remain our greatest benefaction. our greatest 

gift to mankind. 

Bow What 1a prophec7' I collecl it the 

people's proteat. !hat le rather inadequate. Prophec7 ia 

the or7 of the beat that 1• la a people's life agalnat the 

worat. 

o•ght to .be in the midat of what la. Prop!aeq la the 

faith of a people 1• th• perfeotabilltz ef hlaman life. 

la41Yidual and a·ocial. and ita •gn.lfloen'\ 1mpat1••• with 

eYerJthing that retarda the . tulfillmen, of that hoff. 

Prophecy ■ought to teach the people that all 

the existing inlquitiee of the time--oppreaaion, p0Yert7, 

alaTer7. hate. war--are not necessary, are not inherent in 

the nature of God's world, are not lndiapenaable. are not 

ineYitabl7. but that the7 are the result of bllJll&D blinclneaa 

and atup141t7 and obatlnao7; that man o&Jl b7 cllnt of 

righteoueneaa and love arrogate all that ia wioke4 an4 

hateful and ugl7 ln h~• aocial and in hia indiTidual life. 

Propheo7, then, is the O'r7 of progrea■ 

against traditioa; the oall of the future agalut the olaao 

aDd the lnalatenoe. of the paat and the preaent. It ia th• 

glowi11g hope of the h1111an rao~ for better time■ an4 

happier tlmea. 

Bow what was the prephetT The prophet -

the apokeaaan of theae ideal■; h• ~• their ■out~p1•••• 

!be prophet••• not a aoothaa7er; the prophet waa not a 

fortune teller; the rophet did not concern hlaaelf with 
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what shall be but with what ought to be. The prophet did 

not look upon himself a■ the originator. the inTentor of 

th••• ideal■ of human perfection, but rather aa th• 

channel through which the7 poured out of their eternal 

source in Go4 into the social oonaoio•■ne••• The prophet■ 

were obnaaed by their Tiaiona; the7 beca■e their ■laTe■; 

th••• T1s1ona of areoonamctelbumanit7, of an ideal atate 

and an ideal people and an ideal maa took complete 

po■aeeeion of their liTe■• intelleot•al and emotional 11Te■. 

Sometimes the7 raiaed them .to the highest pitch ef eoata■7 

and diTine frens7. Tbe7 were coapletel7 ■aatered b7 their 

Tiaion; their Tlsion was like a raging fire within th••• · 

ow the prophets were not profeaeionala; 

the7 were, aa a rule, la7■en.--ahepber6a, tradenen, 

■erchant■• It la well to reme■ber even in our own da7. 

when most Jewiah la)'Dlen have relegated Judalam to the 

Rabbi■. that Judaism la the creation of the Jewish la7JDen. 

eTen aa the synagogue le the product of the mind and the 

efforta and the pietle ■ and the devotioa of the Jewiah 

lait7. not of Jewish eocleaiaatioa. The propheta were Jue~ 

ordinaey people, not trained to proplaea7, not ■chooled ill 

the teohnlq11• of propheo7, but perfora1q each his 4&117 

labor. hi■ taak la life, and auddelll7 the idea ■eised hel4 

of thea; the or4 of Go4, •• the7 pllt it, oaae to the■; a 

alght7 OOBTlotloa OTerwhelae4 th .. wit~ ••oh 111peho■1"7, 

wlt~ •oh 4r1T1Jag foroe, that the7 llad to ~oraake their 

~ ... their trale, their b•aine••• their kitk and their kla, 



• 

• 

• 

an4 above all their peace of mind and soul. For the deati~ 

of the prophet waa a tragic deatiJO'; he had to foraake them 

all and go to the market place■, to the gathering place• of 

their people and proclaim the word whioh waa given them to 

proclaim. The prophet& would appear auddenl7 in a city or 

in a town, unheralded, unannounced, ueuall7 on the occasion 

of a great national criai■, and the7 would speak their word. 

their me■aage, challenging, arresting, sometime■ frightful 
\ 

in ita foreboding, and then aa quictlt diaappear into the 

unknown. The7 would never 

announced, in the midat of the taunting and the ~eer and 

the mockerJ' and the hate of the auditor. those meaaagea 

which were deatined to reTolut1onise the spiritual life 

of mankind . Anl the prophet■ u e& ever7 conceivable 

device, rhetorical and other iee, to bring homa their 

meaaage. '!'hey acolded, they ouraed, the7 exalted, they 

pleaded, they begged 1th the people; they used all con

ceivable figures of epeech--the met phor and the eynonp 

and the hyperbole, poetry and pro■e, the dirge, the chant, 

the ode,--every conceivable form of speech and ever7 con

ceivable &7Jllbol1c act, 1n order to bring home more Tlvldl7 

to the eyes and to the minds of the people thoae idea■ 

which were atirring in their aoul■, cr7lng for expre■aion. 

!he7 were men poaaeaae4 of a meaaage. What 

waa their meaaageT !he7 all had one meaaage. Their ■t7le■ 

were different; their theme wa■ one. !he Babbie alreaq 

obaerved it when the7 ■aid: "One theme wa■ g1Ten to all the 
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prophet■• but there were no two prophets who prophesied 

in the aame ay." !heir emphaaea differed; differed first 

because of the difference of conditions of the time■ in 

which the respective rophets uttered their eeea ea; 

differed alao becauae of the peculiaritiea of temperament. 

of exper~ence of the -indiT1dual prophet. They were human 

and therefore they did not ~11 possess in the aame measure 

gifts of imagry, glfta of expreaalon, keenneaa of inaight, 

profouDclneas of thought. The7 differe4. Ae the Rabbi■ 

truthfully sq: "God gave the hol7 apirit unto the prophet■• 

each man .according to his strength." But the urge which 

drove them all to prophecy was one and the aame: the7 all 

wlabed"to 1.mproYe the orld aft r the pattern of the kingdo■ 

of '-!04ff; to make that which 1 

establish uniTeraal Justice 

crooked atra1ght. and to 
1 

nd righteouaneaa upon the earth. 

What •a their me■■age? !hey spoke firat ot 

all of God. one and spiritual. They flouted, they denounced, 

they scoffed at all the religioua system■ of their day, of 

all eoples which posited ma~ gocla of physical attribute■• 

!hey called _thoae idol■ and goda . . nothing. The prophet■ 

killed idolat17 forever. They were the men who operated 

that system of theologic thinking which held the mind• of 

mankind en■laved for thousands of generationa and not of 

year■. The7 de■tro7ed 14olat17 foreYer . !hey spoke of 

one God who■e eaaenoe waa spirit. who•• attrlpte■ wre 

ju■tiee and loYe. •=•• loa1D1oD wa■ foreYer and over all. 

'l'he7 apob of a God who •• a't the ■ame tlM the ■'tera 
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judge and the loTing father; the7 spoke of a God ho ia 

near and indwelling "in the univerae" and in the life of 

every human being; and twenty-fiTe hundred years of spirit

ual actiTity on the art of the human race baa not ad~ed 

one indiapenaable phrase to that conception of God which waa 
. 

first pronounced by the prophets of Israel on the hills of 

Judea and in the citiea of Samaria. That was the final.-

• spirit God-idea which mankind treasured to this da7; and 

that was the message of the ropheta of Israel. 

The prophet■ 4etache4 rallgion from cult and 

ahrine; diaaasociated religion from prieatoraft and temple 

and eaorifioe■; they mew how readily ritual obeoure■ tne 

faith. and ao they stripped the ritual of their day. which 

was mainly one of aaorifice■ .--th 7 stripped lt of it■ aaoro

■anotic character; the7 mocked at the people, the7 rldiculel 

the people for the aublime faith which the7 put in 1nat1ta.

t1ons, in buildings, in 011lt■• 1n eanctuariea. They askel 

for a faith which was an inner faith. a faith of conduct, 

practice■• deed■. of morality and ethics ·rather than a formal 

external ritualism. They maintained that oeremoniee an4 

e7mbola are good but tha\ they are not an end in themselve■; 

they are at beat Just aide to memo?7. pedagogic help■ but 

not religion per,!!; the7 are not the end of religion. 

And the prophets for the first time in the 
I 

hiator7 of c1Tilisation identified religion with aoral1t7. 

faith with oonduot. They maintainel that aoralit7 ha■ it■ 

■anotion 1n faith. and that faith ha■ it■ obJeat1Ye la 
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eonduot. The7 maintained that God la a tfo4 of goodne ■■• 

and therefore that he oan be wor■hipped 0Dl7 through 

goodneaa; the:, maintained that God la a moral being anl 

therefore the way to him 1■ the moral wq; they lnaietel 

that the way to worship l.iOd ia not b7 cult and ritual or 

b7 the bringing of burnt offering■ and vain oblation■ or 

the celebration of festivals meroly. but through Ju■tice 

and love and humility and suffering,--theee are the wqa 

of worshipping l;Od. 

And they gave a code of morale to mank1D4 

• in which justice and love are the dominant notes. leither 

mu.at exclude the other; one muat correot the other. Ju4ai■■ 

ia baaed just aa much on the fundamental doctrine of Ju■tice 

aa it is on the ideal of loTe. One supplement■ the other • 

but one cannot supplant the other. It i ■ foll7 to thiDk 

that Judaism la a religion of rigid legallam. of vlndietlve 

Justice, and that Israel taught mankind a Qod of v1D41otlve

neaa and vengeance. Bot at all. Israel. who■e geniu■ ••• 

idealistic and at the ea e time supremel7 practical and 

realistic. gave to mankind conception of God who demand& 

first and foremost rlghteou■neaa. juatice.--not to be the 

root. the basia of all social and individual existence. but 

over and above it. supplementing it, crowning it. it■ 

fragrence, lta aroma. ita charm and it■ grace. la tbe ideal 
• 

of compassion. klndline■a. mer(JJ' and love. "!hou hut beea 

told.Oman. what 1■ goo4 and what the Lor4 doth require of 

thee: to 4o 3Ratl7" - that ia fir■t. that 1 ■ primar7--to do 
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Juatl7 - - then: nto loTe mere7 and to walk humbl7 with th7 

Goa." 

!he prophets in g1T1ng this code of moral■ 

to mankind alao insisted on thi■: that the essence of human 

life is spiritual; that the goal of human life ls spiritual; 

that the greatest good in humab life is spiritual; that the 

spiritual values are the things which nlone give grandeur 

and sublimit7 to human existence. "Let not the rich man 

glory in his riches. let not the powerful man glory in hie 

might. let not the learned man glory in hie learning. but 

let him who wishes to glory. glory in tbia: that he under

etands and knows Ue;"that he understenda and mows and 

pursues the things of the spirit which are the essence ot 

human life . 

Lastly. the prophet. my friends. taught men 

aocial reeponsib111t7. "I am rq brother' a keeper." The 

poor man, said the nrophets. 1a your brother. The oppresae4 

and the denied and the di■poeseseed la your brotlaer; the 

widow and the orphan are the widows and the orphana of 

your brother. They are your ward■ ; the responeibtllt7 ia 

directly yours. They may be the Tictima of your negligence 

or indifference or sense of1rreapons1bilit7. directly or 

lndirectl7. It is your duty to look after their well-being 

when they are brought to your charge and your door. Ba7. 

more. it is your dut7 to atriTe ■o to reoon■~ruot the 8001&1 

and the economic and the polltioal life 80 aa to make noh 

cond1tiona impoaaible. You are 7mr brother' ■ keeper. 

_,_ 
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And the prophets wielded a whip of scorpion■, 

a rocl of anger against all the exploiters of mank1n4. The7 

denounced the oppre■sor; the7 denounced the idle rich. the 

men wbo dwelt at ease in Zion while there is povert7 and 

misery in the lana. The profiteer, the usurer. the 

hypocrite. the cheat.--the7 denounced them with burning 

bi tterneaa, hate and acorn, as +.hey had never been de·nouncecl 

before or since. Even as they were harsh upon the malefactor• 

of societ7, so were they kindly, a healing balm, to the 

humble, the beaten and the bruised of 11:fe. 

And this sense, fr~enda, of social solidarit7, 

of the responsibility of each for each which the prophets 

taught, soon led them to transcend their national boundariee 
' 

and to reach out and to include within their encompassing 

aympathiea the whole of mankind. The prophets were the 

firet universalieta of the world. When other people■ were 

looking upon the stranger as the enelQ', as the barbarian. 

the prophets taught Iarael to open up the doors of ite heart 

and let the whole world enter aa brother and friend. "lor 

have we not all one Father? Hath not one God oreated ua al? 

\Yh7 then should we deal treacherously one with ·another?" 

If God · 1a a universal God, then our sympathies must be broal 

enough to include, to embrace all of Ood's children. 

As a result of that conviction the prophets 

were the flrat to preach peace unto the nations of the worlcl. 

Wilen the world was eteeped in militarism. as it is to thia 

lq; •hen religion aanct1one4 war and glorified heroea; ••~ 
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the armiea would march to the temple■• there to reoeiTe 

their consecration and their blessing. the prophet• of 

Israel proJected a Tision into the world. a Tislon of dis

armament. a Tision of the time when men will break their 

swords and turn them into plowshare■• and break their spear■ 

and turn th~m into pruning hook■. 

The prophet■ dreamt of the day of inter

national reconciliation and international la•. when all the 

nations of the earth 111 stream to Zion. as they are now 

hesitatingly streaming to lieDeT&, there to learn the law of 

righteouanes■• which the prophets called the law of ~d. 

!bat. too. that vision of international peace came out of 

the burning soul. the prophetic huJJ.ger of the aeera of 

Israel. And the prophet■ of Iara l gave to ua Jewa our 

mission in life. The7 were the first to define the 

philosophy of our hiatoq; the7 were the firat to giTe ua 

a deati117 worthwhile, of 11T1ng and suffering for. • ■hall 

speak of that again when we come to discuss the fourth of 

the great tendenciea in Jewish life--nationaliam. 

They announced 2,00 yeara ago that the destiiw 

of the people of Israel is to be not mere aurTiTal nor 

conquest nor political power nor territorial aggrandisement: 

the desti~ of the people of Israel was to be a career of 

universal service and leadership. A nation, like an 

individu~l. muat apply ita entowmenta. lta corporate will. 

not to aelfiah purpoae■ but to the high purpo■e■ of mankin4. 

I■rael'a de■ti~ • to be "a light unto the natlona" --to 
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bring the imprisoned out of the pri■on house, and he who 

4welle in darmeas out of the great darkness and into the 

great light. That •s to be the heroic oareer of Israel, 

and that baa been our career, checkered with suffering and 

mart7rdom and wanderinga and miaeey. 

The prophet placed upon us that burden. that 

crown, that croea, and the prophet thereby gave us our 

immortality. The time soon came when prophecy ceased in 

Israel. Prophecy had ita flowering period in the eeTenth 

and in the eighth centuriea before the common era. in 

Iaaiah. in Jeremiah, in Amoa, in Hosea, in tcah; but after 

the first exile. the Babylonian exile, prophecy ceased, 

because the people waa no longer free, and freedom ia at 

the root of spiritual autono117, and apiritual autonoiv ia 

at the root, at the very heart of prophecy. The prophets 

prophesied because they were free men, becauae in them 

there pulaated a apirit of independence; they were reepona

ible to none but God; tne7 spoke for none but God; the7 did 

not care for the reatrictiona and the 1Dh1bitiona of 

ouatoma, of conTentiona, of tradition■, of inatitutiona; 

they receiTed direct reTelationa from ~ot; they were free 

men, but exile soon reatr1ote4 the aenae of freedom of our 

race. Exile taught us to kno auppreeeion and inhibition 

and repression; and eo the abbia truly aa7 that after the 

B b7lonian exile prophecy ceased in Ierael, and from that 

time only the .. ego--not the loTlng wor4 itaelf in the 

direct and immediate reYelation but merel7 the ego••• 
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allotted to the portion of our people, and in the course of 

time even that ego grows faint and disappear■, to assert 

itself later on in our great career in the exile • 

But Israel ceased to propheay. Israel, aa 

we shall see during our forthcomlng . leoture■, never turnea 

its back upon the ideal■ that the prophets announced, and 

perhspa our greatest contribution to mankind in the last two 

thousand years has bean our steadfastness, our persistent 

loyalty in the midst of suffering, in t Le midat of the 

accumulated hate of the worll, a hate tending to break our 

will.--our persleten~ loyalty and devotion to these ideala 

of the prophete--the ideal of God one and spiritual, the 

ideal of religion ae .co-terminua 1th continuing moralit7 . 

the ideal of social responsibility:. the ideal of Israel 

as a priest ,people. carrying across the burning sands of 

adversity in the ark of the Convenant of the Lord, theae 

eternal ideals which were first voiced by the seer■ of our 

people "on the hills of Judea and in the oltlea of Samaria. 

--o--
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